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Chairman Henning called the Board 
of County Commissioners meeting to 
order at 8:30 a.m. October 16, 2023, in 
the County Commissioners room at the 
Kingman County Courthouse. Present: 
Jerry Henning, Chairman; Patrick 
Elpers, Commissioner; Jack Thimesch, 
Commissioner ; Carol Noblit, County 
Clerk

Brandon Ritcha, County Counselor
Visitors:  Bob Morris, Kingman 

Leader-Courier; Larry Landwehr; Julie 
Ziegler; Dale Enyart and Clayton Potts.

Online Visitors: User 01, Chrissy 
Bartel, Tammy, Julie Ziegler, Heather, 
Heather Kinsler

Staff: LaDawn Stegman, Financial 
Officer; Stan Goetz, HR/Planning/
Zoning/Wastewater Director; Jamie 
Smith, County Treasurer; Sheriff Wood; 
Samantha Price, Dispatcher; Alex 
Purcell, Detention Officer and Charles 
Arensdorf, Public Works Director.

Chairman Henning asked if there 
were any additions to the agenda.

Chairman would like to have an atty-
client executive session with the County 
Counselor.

MOTION:  Commissioner Thimesch 
moved to approve the agenda with 
an atty-client executive session.  
Commissioner Elpers seconded the 
motion. The motion was approved 
upon the unanimous vote of the County 
Commissioners. 

Chairman Henning asked if there 
was any public comment.

Larry Landwehr discussed that he 
attended the KDOT event in Newton 
last week and the bypass for Kingman 
and Pratt was discussed.  Mr. Landwehr 
felt that Kingman was represented well 
at this event.

Amanda Stucky, Field Appraiser was 
in to ask a question of the Commissioners 
about a request received from Darran 
Headley about building on an existing 
slab and it being placed on NRP.

M O T I O N :   C o m m i s s i o n e r 
Thimesch moved to approve NRP for 
Justin Headley on an existing slab.  
Commissioner Elpers seconded the 
motion.  The motion was approved 
upon the unanimous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Jamie Smith, County Treasurer was 
in to let the Commissioners know that 
she discussed Peoples Bank and a reso-
lution will need to be in place to allow 
money to be placed in a CD there.

Ms. Smith discussed the tax sale has 
not been finalized yet.

Commissioner Thimesch let Ms. 
Smith know that he will contact Mr. 
McElgunn about the tax sale.

E X E C U T I V E  S E S S I O N :  
Commissioner Elpers moved to go into 
executive session with Jamie Smith, 
County Attorney and Brandon Ritcha, 
County Counselor at 8:58 a.m. to dis-
cuss an individual employee evaluation 
pursuant to the exception under the 
Kansas Open Meetings Act for discus-
sion of non-elected personnel matters of 
nonelected personnel in order to protect 
the privacy interests of the individual 
to be discussed, and they will return to 
open session in the Board meeting room 
at 9:08 a.m.  Commissioner Thimesch 
seconded the motion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unanimous vote of 
the County Commissioners.

Commissioners returned to regular 
session at 9:08 a.m. with no decision 
made.

Sheriff Wood introduced new em-
ployees, Samantha Price (Dispatcher) 
and Alex Purcell (Detention) to the 
County Commissioners.

Stan Goetz, HR was in with some 
personnel changes to be signed by the 
Commissioners.

Sheriff Wood submitted a quote 
from Sunny Communications, Inc for 
a Motorola APX6500 Mobile 700/800 
Complete Remote Mount Kit and Setup 
in the amount of $7,159.57.  

MOTION:  Commissioner Elpers 
moved to approve the quote from 
Sunny Communications, Inc for 
Remote Mount Kit for $7,159.57.  
Commissioner Thimesch seconded 
the motion.  The motion was approved 
upon the unanimous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

LaDawn Stegman, Financial Officer 
was in and requested attending KMAAG 
2023 training.

Commissioners agreed to the 
training.

Ms .  S t egman  r ev i ewed  the 
September Financials with the County 
Commissioners.

Clayton Potts and Stan Goetz, 
Planning/Zoning Director was in to 
discuss a zoning issue that Mr. Potts 
is having with the smell of hogs by a 
neighboring property.  Mr. Potts said he 
has nothing against hogs he just wants 
some fresh air.

Chairman Henning asked Mrs. 
Ziegler what she feels about the change 
to EMS.

Mrs. Ziegler said if she were to an-
swer that it would be her opinion and her 
opinion only so she would not answer.

Stan Goetz, HR/Planning/Zoning/
Wastewater Director was in and let the 
Commissioners know that KWORCC 
has asked if the County would stay 
with them for work comp.  Mr. Goetz 
told them to contact Chairman Henning.

Mr. Goetz discussed the issue he is 
having with a property owner piling up 

of tires.
Mr. Goetz submitted the following 

building permits:
Grady Laverentz for a house/shed in 

Section 36, Township 27, Range 05W 
(Evan).

Ron Mosher for a Pole barn in 
Section 36, Township 28, Range 05W.

Darran Headley for a House & guest 
house in Section 35, Township 27, 
Range 07W.

Amanda Benson & Ted May for 
a house in Section 36, Township 27, 
Range 05W(Evan).

Mendy Frampton, Expo Center 
Director was in to update the County 
Commissioners on the Expo Center.

Charles Arensdorf, Public Works 
Director was in with September finan-
cial reports for the Commissioners to 
review.

Mr. Arensdorf gave hot mix project 
updates for 363-2025, 607-361, SW 70 
St and FLAP project.

Mr. Arensdorf had the contracts 
signed for D.0-6.2 Bridge repair and 
gave an update on the start date.  Also, 
executed the C/E agreement for the 
project.

MOTION:  Commissioner Elpers 
moved to approve the Construction 
Engineering contract with Kirkham 
Michael for the D.0-6.2 Bridge repair.  
Commissioner Thimesch seconded the 
motion.  The motion was approved 
upon the unanimous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Mr. Arensdorf discussed the pos-
sible locations for ONYX applications 
in 2024. (1) South Kingman (2) South 
of Penalosa (3) South of Zenda (4) 
Blueberry Hill Road with ¾ cent sales 
tax funding.

Mr. Arensdorf let the Commissioners 
know that the Groundwater Sampling 
Report has been submitted to KDHE. 

Commissioners signed one Escape. 
Commissioners approved the trans-

fers and Corrections for September 
2023 in the amount of $1,598,455.31.

Commissioners discussed a letter 
of support for the Kingman Council on 
Aging for 2024.

MOTION:  Commissioner Thimesch 
moved to approve a letter of support 
for the Kingman Council on Aging for 
2024.  Commissioner Elpers seconded 
the motion.  The motion was approved 
upon the unanimous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

The County Clerk submitted the 
October 2, 2023, Commission meeting 
minutes for approval.

MOTION:  Commissioner Elpers 
moved to approve the October 2, 
2023, Commission meeting minutes.  
Commissioner Thimesch seconded 
the motion.  The motion was approved 

upon the unanimous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

MOTION:  Commissioner Elpers 
moved to approve the SAM survey-
ing and mapping, LLC contract for the 
County Appraiser office in the amount 
of $7,750.00.  Commissioner Thimesch 
seconded the motion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unanimous vote of 
the County Commissioners.

The County Commissioners ap-
proved the following 2024 holidays:

New Year’s Day			 
	 Monday, January 1, 2024

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day		
	 Monday, January 15, 2024

Presidents Day			 
	 Monday, February 19, 2024

Good Friday				 
	 Friday, March 29, 2024

Memorial Day			 
	 Monday, May 27. 2024

Juneteenth				  
	 Wednesday, June 19, 2024

Independence Day			 
	 Thursday, July 4, 2024

Labor Day				  
	 Monday, September 2, 2024

Columbus/Indigenous Day		
	 Monday, October 14, 2024

Veterans Day			 
	 Monday, November 11, 2024

Thanksgiving Day			 
	 Thursday, November 28, 2024

	 Friday, November 29, 2024
Christmas Eve			 

	 Tuesday, December 24, 2024
Christmas Day			 

	 Wed., December 25, 2024
E X E C U T I V E  S E S S I O N :  

Commissioner Thimesch moved to go 
into executive session with LaDawn 
Stegman, Financial Officer and Brandon 
Ritcha, County Counselor at 11:50 
a.m. to discuss pending administrative 
proceedings pursuant to the exception 
under the Kansas Open Meetings Act, 
and they will return to open session 
in the Board meeting room at 12:10 
p.m.  Commissioner Elpers seconded 
the motion.  The motion was approved 
upon the unanimous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Commissioners returned to regular 
session at 12:10 p.m. with no decision 
made.

E X E C U T I V E  S E S S I O N :  
Commissioner Thimesch moved to go 
into executive session with LaDawn 
Stegman, Financial Officer and Brandon 
Ritcha, County Counselor at 12:10 
p.m. to discuss pending administrative 
proceedings pursuant to the excep-
tion under the Kansas Open Meetings, 
and they will return to open session 
in the Board meeting room at 12:20 
p.m.  Commissioner Elpers seconded 
the motion.  The motion was approved 
upon the unanimous vote of the County 

Minutes from Kingman 
County Commission
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Meanderings

Dear Readers,
Walking anywhere in 

the farmhouse shoeless 
these days is foolhardy 
and forget about going 
barefooted.  Visiting the 
kitchen from the living 
room in just my socks 
(which is only a few 
steps) puts my feet in per-
il because moving about 
the house at all involves 
running a prickly-ridden 
gauntlet.  

Some people call 
them burrs (or burs) but 
I call them stickers.  I 
can’t recall pulling this 
many of those buggers 
from my heels, soles and 
toes.  I can find no news 
reports of Kansas weeds 
being more prolific this 
year and I confess I’ve 
not attempted any inves-
tigations in the yard re-
garding burr production.  
That’s because I’m only 
concerned about the war 
I’m battling inside.  

Though I  noticed 
my cats kept coming in 
looking straggly with 
more frequent need of 
combing, it took me a 

couple days to compre-
hend what was going 
on.  And even once I 
acknowledged the fight 
they were bringing to 
me, I still thought I could 
win this sticker struggle 
without bother. The beige 
bits matted in their fur 
were smooth and easily 
removed.  They seemed 
only a nuisance because 
they stuck like glue to 
my fingers.  And when I 
first stepped on both the 
two other, much larger, 
sticker varieties my cats 
were bringing in—one is 
round with star-shaped 
spears and the other is 
oblong covered in blade-

like spikes—I still had 
no clue what I was up 
against.  Smugly confi-
dent I had the situation 
in hand, I vacuumed.  But 
that didn’t do the trick. 
The stickers remained, 
teaching me only that my 
pride goeth before pain.     

It was time to put on 
my shoes. And come up 
with a plan.  But when 
I searched online rem-
edies, all I found were ar-
ticles advising me to get 
rid of weeds before they 
make “seeds with hooks 
and teeth.  The only strat-
egy I could devise was 
to search the house inch 
by inch.  Spotting them 

was more of a challenge 
than I anticipated so I 
got down on the floor.  It 
seemed like a good idea 
at the time to seek them 
out with my fingertips. 
And find them I did.  And 
every time I muttered 
“Ouch” as I flinched.  
My cats came to my aid.  
Well, maybe they were 
just curious or thought I 
wanted to play.  I’ll never 
know their motivation 
but I do know those tro-
jan horse, sticker bearing 
traitors surrounded me.

The stickers are for 
the moment winning.  
They no longer just lit-
ter the floors.  They lurk 

everywhere.  I find them 
in the recliner and on the 
couch, and I find them in 
the laundry when I take it 
out of the dryer.  Even my 
bed’s not safe.  Last night 
I had to pull a sticker off 
my face because one of 
those suckers had been 
hiding in my pillow.  

I still hope to turn the 
tide.  And my shoes do 
protect my feet.  But for 
now,  I retreat as often as 
possible to only sticker-
free zone I know:  outside 
on our concrete patio.

Until next week—keep 
your eyes on the stars and 
your back to the wind.

Tallgrass and 
Tumbleweeds
by Gaille Pike

Things I've 
Never Done
by Jase Graves 
A few days ago, my 

wife and I were taking 
our evening almost-
senior-citizen power 
stroll, and the subject of 
Hooters came up. Yes, 
Hooters. And I’ll tell you 
why (even if you wish I 
wouldn’t).

We  w e r e  h a v i n g 
a good laugh because 
someone on Facebook 
had suggested that our 
local and recently-shut-
tered Bed Bath & Beyond 
store might become a gi-
ant Hooters. (Pretend you 
didn’t read those last two 
words together.)

It was at that point 
I realized and proudly 
confessed to my wife 

that I’ve never visited 
a Hooters restaurant. 
My self-righteous gloat-
ing was soon silenced, 
though, when my wife 
announced, “Well,  I 
have. It was a long time 
ago, and I was on a busi-
ness trip. It obviously 
wasn’t my choice.”

I was stunned, not so 
much that my wife had 
been served owl tacos, or 
whatever it is they have 
at Hooters, but that she 
had done this stereotypi-
cal “man” thing that I’d 
never done – and really 
have no desire to do. (I 
mean, who eats owls?)

That got me think-
ing about other things 
I haven’t done in my 
50-something-year-old 
life, so I made a list (even 
if you wish I wouldn’t).

1. I’ve never been 
duck hunting. My father-
in-law did take me deer 
hunting once–back when 
I was dating his daughter 

and he was still trying to 
decide whether or not to 
let me live. Duck hunting 
actually sounds kind of 
fun, except for the getting 
wet, getting cold and get-
ting up before noon on a 
Saturday parts.

2. I’ve never been 
to  an escape room. 
However, I experience 
something like it every 
night when I try to find 
my way to the bathroom 
half asleep in the dark.

3. I’ve never been to 
a NASCAR, Formula 1, 
or drag race. I have given 
all three of my daughters 
driving lessons, so I’m 
good.

4. I’ve never watched 
“Game of Thrones.” (See 
number 2.)

5. I’ve never been fly 
fishing–unless you count 
those times I’ve been 
sitting in a meeting at 
work and discovered, to 
my horror, that my pants 
were unzipped.

6. I’ve never been axe 
throwing. I did abuse 
some pine trees with 
those ninja throwing stars 
as a kid, though. (I grew 
up during the 1970s and 
80s when parents still 
allowed kids to eat high-
ly processed meats and 
play with sharp objects 
unattended.)

7. I’ve never played 
“Call of Duty.” (See 
number 2.)

8. I’ve never been 
to a Taylor Swift con-
cert, and I’d really like 
to go. I’m actually on a 
waiting list for tickets to 
an upcoming concert in 
New Orleans, but I think 
it’s more of a “you sad, 
sad man who will never 
get tickets and shouldn’t 
want them” list.

9. I’ve never played 
pickleball. I’m not ex-
actly sure what it is, but 
if it involves food eaten 
with pickles (or food of 
any kind), I’m in.

10. And speaking of 
eating, I’ve never had 
cauliflower-crust pizza. 
I’ve tried to eat raw cau-
liflower, which reminds 
me of eating a candle, 
and I eat my own weight 
in pizza about once a 
week. (See number 2.) 
But I really believe in 
keeping my food groups 
separate, so I think I’ll 
pass.

So, there you have 
it. Now that I’ve gotten 
all of this off my chest, I 
know I’ll sleep better – if 
I can find my way back 
from the bathroom.

Copyright 2023 Jase 
Graves distributed exclu-
sively by Cagle Cartoons 
newspaper syndicate.

Graves is an award-
winning humor columnist 
from East Texas. His col-
umns have been featured in 
Texas Escapes magazine, 
The Shreveport Times, The 
Longview News Journal, 
and The Kilgore News 
Herald. Contact Graves at 
susanjase@sbcglobal.net.
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Well, good news, bad 
news, and just news. 

My eyes have been 
checked by Dr. Maydew, 
and my diagnosis was 
accurate. New spectacles 
are in order and have 
been ordered. I may only 
have to put one more pa-
per together with these 
old specs, my tired, itchy 
eyes and eyeball head-
aches. I am so looking 
forward to those new 
glasses. And, while they 
are expensive, the cost 
isn’t quite as bad as I was 
expecting. Cheaper than 
last time..which was 3 
years ago. Right in the 
middle of the pandemic. 

**
K a n s a s  P r e s s 

Association sent out 
some information about 
the postal rate increase. 
It’s happening on January 
21, 2024. 

Here’s the breakdown: 
Stamps will go up 2 

cents…is that like 3%?  
I think so. But I am a 
librarian, not a math-
ematician. My math usu-
ally involved the Dewey 
Decimal system. I think 
it’s correct. 

"In 2022, the USPS 
reports: 13.8 billion U.S. 
postage stamps were 
printed, and $4.2 bil-
lion in stamps and stamp 
product orders were re-

ceived by mail, telephone 
at  1-800-STAMP-24 
and online at usps.com/
stamps." as stated on the 
USPS website. 

In the upcoming rate 
hike, the average First-
Class mail proposed in-
crease is 1.9 percent. 

The proposed increase 
for advertising mail is 
also 1.9%. ALTHOUGH 
“the increase within 
the mail class used BY 
LOCAL NEWSPAPERS 
to distribute shoppers 
and advertising mail in-
creases in ranges from 
2.1% - 3.9%.” So, there is 
one way to hit the news-
papers… We don’t send 
out mailing advertising 
or shoppers so it won’t 
effect us. 

The rate for periodical 
mailings outside the pub-
lications county would 
be 1.59%. That rate is 
also for national maga-
zines and publications. 
(Periodicals do not in-
clude newspapers.)

However, the dramat-
ic rate increase for local, 
community newspapers 
came as a shock to many 
in the publishing busi-
ness (me included). That 
rate increase is a whop-
ping 7.3% for local-With-
in-the-County mailings. 

“Ironically, the Postal 
Service’s principal jus-
tification for the steep 
increase is that the Postal 
Regulatory Commisson 
now requires USPS to 
share more of the sav-
ings created when pub-
lishers do some of the 
work that postal workers 
would otherwise have to 
do, such as presorting the 
mail and transporting it to 
destination post offices. 
Traditionally, USPS has 

shared far less than 100 
percent of the savings 
when it passes along mail 
discounts. But because 
PRC is pushing the postal 
system to be more gener-
ous in sharing the sav-
ings, USPS is simply 
raising the basic rate so it 
can show a more accept-
able discount.

“Raising our prices 
so it can claim it is creat-
ing a fair discount is the 
sort of math we associ-
ate with shady deals,” 
said National Newspaper 
Association Chair John 
Galer,  publ i sher  of 
The Journal-News in 
Hillsboro, Illinois. “Our 
industry has been doing 
a lot of mail preparation 
work for years to help 
keep postal costs down. 
For us to now be pun-
ished for that work sim-
ply adds outrage to our 
disappointment.”

The Postal Service 
is now guided by the 
Delivering For America 
plan  in t roduced  by 
Pos tmas ter  Genera l 
Louis DeJoy to help the 
Postal Service compete 
for the package and par-
cel business. Twice-a-
year postage increases 
have been part of the 
DFA plan, which allows 
USPS to raise rates to 
the fullest extent allowed 
above inflation. 

The details of the post-
al rate announcement are 
available on the PRC’s 
website at PortalPrc (ark-
case.com).”

I had already said if 
this increase happens, 
I will raise rates $3.00, 
which is 6% - 6.67% (de-
pending on whether you 
live in Kansas or outside 
of Kansas) thinking it 

should carry me through 
at least 2 more rate hikes. 

I will stick with the 
$3.00 increase and it will 
go into effect January 1st. 
I just don’t want to raise 
it so much I lose a large 
number of subscribers. 

So there we have it. 
I hope you all can find 
and extra $3.00 a year to 
keep the paper going. If 
you want to send a couple 
of extra dollars along, it 
won’t be turned down. 
This paper is vital to our 
community. 

And, yes, I’m even 
thinking about a paid 
subscription to the on-
line version. I just am 
not sure how that would 
work to pay for it. Maybe 
if I weren't such a tech-
nologically impaired 
person, I could figure it 
out…. 

I do use the post of-
fice services a great 
deal: for the newspaper, 
of course—and to mail 
out subscription renew-
als and advertising bill-
ings. The cards I cre-
ate to sell… well, they 
are cards and are meant 
to be sent to those we 
care about. I have made 
hundreds of cards, and 
although they aren’t all 
sent via mail, I imagine 
the majority of them are. 
And then there are my 
books. I still belong to 
paperbackswap.com. I 
pay to send my books 
to folks all over the U.S. 
and its territories. And 
I get books in return. (I 
currently have one com-
ing from Dorothy in the 
Virgin Islands). The con-
stant rate hikes will no 
doubt be the end of this 
website. And it makes 
me sad. More books will 

go into the dumpsters and 
landfills. Siiiigh. 

I guess we will all play 
along with the USPS and 
see what happens. Maybe 
I should just purchase a 
bicycle and deliver your 
papers. A bicycle with a 
basket and a bell…. Like 
I had when I was a kid 
and delivered papers. 

**
If you will remember 

last week's meanderings 
I ranted about the people 
in this country who have 
an obscene amount of 
wealth while the people 
who worked for them, 
were not making a living 
wage and many rely on 
government assistance 
to make ends meet. The 
same government assis-
tance that you and I fund 
with our tax dollars. 

After I sent the pa-
per off to the printer's 
last week, I checked my 
Facebook page before 
going to bed. 

Two different friend s 
had just posted these two 
messages:

1. If a man has an 
apartment stacked to the 
ceiling with newspapers, 
we call him crazy. If a 
woman has a trailer full 
of cats, we call her nuts.  
But when people patho-
logically hoard so much 
cash that they impoverish 
the entire nation, we put 
on the cover of Fortune 
magazine and pretend 
that they are role models.  
- B. Lester

2. Working people 
would exist without bil-
lionaire. BUT billionaires 
would not exist without 
working people. 

Amen to both those 
statements. 

Next week I think I'll 

talk about the wealthy 
who give their money 
away. There are plenty. 

A l w a y s  r e a d i n g , 
and currently reading, 
“Lessons in Chemistry” 
by Bonnie  Garmus, 
Roberta

“Sometimes I think," 
she said slowly, "that if a 
man were to spend a day 
being a woman in America, 
he wouldn't make it past 
noon.”

― Bonnie Garmus, 
Lessons in Chemistry

“If it 
takes the entire army and 
navy to deliver a postal 
card in Chicago, that card 
will be delivered.”

― Grover Cleveland

“Modernizing the post-
al service was particularly 
important for the soldiers, 
who relied on letters, news-
papers, and magazines 
from home to sustain 
morale.”

―  D o r i s  K e a r n s 
Goodwin, Team of Rivals: 
The Political Genius of 
Abraham Lincoln

“No one-not rock stars, 
not professional athletes, 
not software billionaires, 
and not even geniuses-ever 
makes it alone”

― Malcolm Gladwell, 
Outliers: The Story of 
Success

“The greatness of a 
man is not in how much 
wealth he acquires, but in 
his integrity and his ability 
to affect those around him 
positively.”

― Bob Marley
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Community Bulletin Board
Wednesday, 
November 1

5:00 p.m. Site Council

C u n n i n g h a m  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y 
M o n . ,  W e d . ,  F r i . 
2 : 0 0  -  6 : 0 0  p . m . 

T u e s . ,  T h u r s . ,  S a t . 
9 : 0 0  -  1 1 : 3 0  a . m .      

C l o s e d  f o r  H o l i d a y s
2 9 8 - 3 1 6 3 

Zenda 
Public Librar y

Monday
8:30 a.m.- 12:30 p.m.

Thursday:
4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Saturday:
8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

620-243-5791

K i n g m a n 
C a r n e g i e  L i b r a r y 

Mon. & Tues.  10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Wed. : 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Thurs. : 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Fri. : 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Sat. : 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

620-532-3061

P r a t t  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y 
Mon. - Thurs. 

10:00 - 7:00
Friday: 10:00 - 6:00

Saturday: 10:00 - 2:00
Closed on Sundays
(620) 672-3041

Libraries 

Kingman  H i s tor i c  Theat re
2 3 7  N .  M a i n  i n  K i n g m a n

 ( 6 2 0 )  5 3 2 - 1 2 5 3        
   h t t p : / / w w w . k i n g m a n t h e a t r e . o r g /

A l l  S e a t s  $ 3 . 0 0
( c a s h  o r  l o c a l  c h e c k  o n l y )

S h o w t i m e s :
F r i d a y  a n d  S a t u r d a y  a t  7 : 3 0

S u n d a y  a t  5 : 3 0 

Thank YOU for supporting YOUR 

Kingman Historic Theatre.

Monday, October 28
HS cross country State 

Meet at Wamego 
***

HS VB State Play 
at Emporia

B-29 Museum
is open on Sundays from 2:00 to 4:00 pm

Pratt Army Airfield – 82 Curran Road
Visit them on Facebook at www.prairie-

bombers.org for more information. If you would 
like to visit the museum at another time call 

672-8321,
 672-2444 or 620-797-2919 to 
schedule an appointment!

Thursday, 
November 2  

HS Scholars Bowl 
at Skyline

***
Meetings for Parents 
about Winter Sports

Friday, October 27
HS VB State Play 

at Emporia

Monday,
October 30

HS Scholars Bowl 
at HOME

Friday, November 3 
HS FB 6-Man Regional 

Monday November 6
JH BB at Macksville

October 27 - 29
The Haunted Theatre
All Seats: $10 
Each night a new movie and a new 

experience.
October 27th: Insidious 3
October 28th: Annabelle Creation
October 29th: Sinister
Doors open at 6:00pm, Movie at 7:30pm.

Tuesday, October 31
Halloween

***
KAY Halloween Party

Tuesday, November 7 
9:00 a.m.

HOPL Mass Choir 

Thursday, October 26
HS FB 6-Man 
bracket play

Cozy's Pizza
115 N. Main

Cunningham, 
KS 67035

620-298-7000
Mon., Tues., & Thurs. - 11:00 to 8:00
Friday and Saturday - 11:00 to 9:00

Closed Wednesday and Sunday

CITY COUNCIL MEETING AGENDA
Meeting will be held at City Hall, 119 N. Main St.
1)	 6:30 p.m. – Call to Order 
2)	 Approval of Agenda
3)	 Approval of Minutes of September 25, 2023 

meeting
4)	 Public comments, concerns, & communications
5)	 R. J. Meyer, Iron Insurance Partners
6)	 Fire Department – Chief’s Report
7)	 KCIP - Dilapidated Structure Abatement 

Approval
8)	 Leslie Schrag, Kingman County Economic 

Development
9)	 USDA

10)	 Leak Forgiveness Discussion
11)	 Discussion of RV/Camper Ordinance(s)
12)	 Leiter Avenue
13)	 Reports
•	 Property Officer
•	 Planning & Zoning 
•	 Maintenance
•	 Swimming Pool 
•	 Animal Control
14)	 Financial Report & Payment of Bills 
15)	 Adjourn

Sampler Quilt 
Class Work on 
Display at CPL

This is the final in-
stallment about a spe-
cial group display at 
Cunningham Publ ic 
Library as part of the 
library’s Comforts of 
Fall fundraiser. In 1981, 
a group of ladies from 
C u n n i n g h a m :  L o i s 
Becker, Jeanne Theis, 
Jane Meyers, and Linda 
Kerschen, signed up for 
a quilting class present-
ed by Marilyn Glenn, 
who was the Kingman 
County Extension Home 
Economist at that time. 
Past weeks featured 
memories of Marilyn 
Glenn, Lois Becker, and 
Jeanne Theis. This week, 
class members and li-
brary board members 
Linda Kerschen and Jane 
Meyers share their mem-
ories, as told to fellow 
library board member 
Cecile Sterneker.

Linda Kerschen re-
calls, “I think we were all 
quilters with some degree 
of skill at one point or 
other, but when the quilt-
ing class was offered, I 
definitely was interested! 
We all had young kids at 
home, and this happened 

before I became a teacher 
and worked in the school 
system. Marilyn (Glenn) 
developed the blocks, let-
ting us know how much 
fabric was needed. We 
drove up to Kingman 
once a week, to the old 
Activity Center, just us 
ladies during the day. I 
had done small things 
like sewing, needlepoint, 
and crewel (using differ-
ent embroidery stitches 
to create pictures). We all 
had an interest in textile 
crafts, and Marilyn spear-
headed this class.

“Every quilt block 
was different, according 
to our individual pref-
erences. We each had 
our own quilt to make, 
with different fabric, quilt 
blocks, (and) patterns. 
Each block was hand-
pieced and hand-sewn; 
the class taught us how to 
put everything together, 
learning precision and 
skill. It was wonderful 
to get together and learn 
more about my friends 
and quilting! 

“I didn’t do too many 
quilts after this – mostly 
baby and doll quilts. I 
went on to help raise a 
family and worked in the 
field of education. But 
those days of quilt class 
were special, as were the 

memories made.”
Finally, quilter Jane 

Meyers shares: “When I 
signed up for the class, I 
knew it was a great op-
portunity to get to know 
other ladies who were 
also interested in quilt-
ing and spend fellowship 
with them. I knew Jeanne 
(Theis) at the time. She 
was working on a quilt 
at home and I asked her, 
‘Do you think I could do 
this?’ And she told me 
immediately, ‘Of course 
you can!’ I have always 
loved to sew, so I signed 
up!

“We met once a month 
at the Activity Center in 
Kingman. With young 
families at home, this 
was a rewarding and 
fun Mom’s day out! 
Throughout that time, 
it was amazing to see 
the varied blocks we 
each came out with, us-
ing the same pattern. 
We each saw the unique 
women we were in these 
blocks of color and de-
sign. Marilyn took tradi-
tional patterns and draft-
ed them specifically for 
the class. Soon, there 
was increased interest 
and demand for the pat-
terns used, which even-
tually became the book, 
‘The Kingman County 

Sampler,’ by Marilyn 
Glenn. 

“Picking out the fab-
ric, the colors we wanted, 
the pattern we followed, 
and the end result was 
a personal and gratify-
ing achievement. I got 
to know others and I 
have maintained those 
friendships to this day. 
Quilting, to me, is sooth-
ing, and a passion that 
I continue with today. 
When the granddaugh-
ters were little we’d hold 
‘quilt camps’ at the house 
and each made a quilt, 
wall hanging, or other 
crafts. I’ve down-sized 
to smaller quilts, block 
wall-hangings, table run-
ners, etc., but each is 
quilted with a person 
in mind, and done with 
much love and affection.”

Be sure to visit the 
library to view these and 
other quilts on display, 
including Jane’s, “The 
Black-Tie Affair,” which 
Jane has donated for si-
lent auction.  Sealed bids 
will be accepted until the 
end of the month. The 
highest bidder will take 
home the quilt. Visit or 
call the library at 620-
298-3163 to place your 
bid.

 

“Love should feel like a hand sewn 
quilt made by grandma, wrapping 
you up on a cold winter morning.”

― Carroll Bryant
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(620) 298-5291 or (800) 536-5291
www.fitzsimmonsinsks.com

Leann@fitzsimmonsinsuranceks.com
FitzSimmons Insurance Agency, Inc. is an independent insurance agency 

and an equal opportunity provider

1948
Oct. 29  – Dorothy Steffen, daughter of Mrs. Anna 

Steffen, became the bride of Clair McElwain, son of R. 
A. McElwain of Burrton, at an impressive ceremony 
Sunday, October 24th, at the Nashville Lutheran 
church.  Rev. Herman Sefert read the vows.  

Wednesday of this week a business transaction 
was completed whereby Mac’s Grocery was bought 
by Harold Stark.  

Mr. Stark, who has had previous experience in the 
grocery business, was formerly associated with the 
Stark and Albers Store at St. Leo.  

1953
Oct. 30  – Kenneth Meyers pitched a no-hit, no-run 

baseball game last Friday afternoon on the local dia-
mond as Cunningham Rural High School won its final 
game of the season, 1-0, from Nashville High School.  

Cunningham ended the season with a seven-won, 
one lost record. 

Mr. Chick Howell is the new City Marshal of 
Cunningham, assuming his duties on October 15.

1958
Oct. 30 – Mr. and Mrs. Carlos Schwartz of 

Cunningham, announce the birth of a daughter, 
Tuesday, October 21, at the Nashville Hospital.  

She weighed six pounds, seven ounces, and has 
been named Linda LeLe.  Paternal grandparents are 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Schwartz of Cunningham. 

1963
Oct. 31 – Verne W. Stanley, 62, a resident of this 

community for 53 years, passed away at the Wesley 
Medical Center in Wichita, Saturday, after an illness 
of over two years. 

The Nashville Post Office, which for the past 37 
years has been located on the east side of Main Street 
in Nashville, has been moved to the other side of the 
street.  The new location is in the corner building 
formerly occupied by the Nashville State Bank, and 
later a café. 

David G. Gaumer of Oberlin, has become associ-
ated with the law firm of Paul Wunsch and his son, 
Bob Wunsch.

1968
Oct. 31 – Nearly 1,200 people attended the Sunday 

afternoon dedication of the new Pratt Community 
Junior College campus.

1978
October 26, 1978—The Cunningham girls volley-

ball team won the regional tournament at Mullenville 
Saturday.

Thanks to everyone for prayers, visits, cards and 
flowers while I was in PRMC and since returning 
home. Special thanks to Bob and Jack. God Bless. 
Alice Johnson.

Mr. and Mrs. Dean Cooley recently returned from 
a trip to California to visit Mr. and Mrs. Richard Jones 
at Huntington Beach, Mr. and Mrs. Kirk Latham at 
Anaheim and Mrs. Margaret Jones and family at 
Santa Barbara.  

Places of interest visited were The Painted Desert, 
Petrified Forest, the Grand Canyon in Arizona. 
Disneyland, The Queen Mary and Yosemite National 
Park in California. 

They also visited (Lompoc?) California, where 
they lived when Dean was stationed at Camp Cook 
during World War II. They spent some time at Lake 
Tahoe. 

Next they took a tour of Temple Square at Salt Lake 
City, Utah and spent a few days visiting Mrs. Cooleys 
siter, Mars. Claudine Leslie at Colorado Springs, Colo.

For sale in Cunningham 2 bedroom, carpeting and 
draperies. 

The Cunningham Wildcats brought their season 
record to 3-4 by defeating the Attica bulldogs in their 
home field 30-14  last Friday night. The Wildcats used 
a strong first half of football to put the ball game out 
of reach. I was very pleased with our first half effort, 
as we moved the ball offensively and did a super job 
defensively, limiting Attica to 30 yards total offense. 
Our offensive and defensive lines did a very good job 
against a much larger Attica team.  

Defensively, we got a super game by Berry Bortz. 

Berry was everywhere as he led the Cas with 7 un-
assisted and 19 assisted tackles. Rob Fischer was in 
on 18 tackles and Wade Ruckle 15. Richard Cain has 
2 interceptions and Dale Eck one. Brian DeWeese 
played a very good game at defensive end.  -Coach 
Dale Magnett 

1983
October 27, 1983 – The Cunningham N-Z march-

ing band wasa spectacular sight at the Kingman 
Centennial parade on Saturday. Majorette Alcie 
Peterson sets the pace. 

Trap Shoot and Cards Nov. 12 at 11:00 a.m. at St. 
Leo. Turkeys, Hams, Sausages Also live turkeys St. 
Leo K of C. Not responsible for accidents. 

Food Sale – Bazaar and Miscellaneous at Wildcat 
Den Nov. 7 at 9:00 a.m. C.W.S. of Christian Church. 

Two Kansas school superintendents were recog-
nized as outstanding rural school administrators at a 
notional meeting of the Rural Education Association 
hosted by the Kansas State University College of 
Education October 15 – 18. 

Nominated by their peers the superintendents rec-
ognized were Gerald L. Marshall USD 374 (Sublette)
and Milton E. Brooks, USD 359 (Argonia) formerly 
of USD 332. 

Jerry Horn associate dean of the KSU College 
of Education and the recipients of the award were 
selected by a committee of school board members 
outside the superintendents’ districts and KSU educa-
tion administrators and faculty. 

Mr. and Mrs. Edward Hageman, Cunningham an-
nounce the engagement of their daughter Mary Helen 
to Gary Wolfe, son of Mr. and Mrs. Dwane Wolfe, 
Wichita. Wolfe is employed with Wolfe Electric Co., 
Wichita, and the bride-elect is employed with Dr. J. 
Ben Eastep, Wichita. 

The wedding will be Nov. 12 in Wichita. 

The State Board of Examiners of Court reporters of 
the State of Kansas conducted the Certified Shorthand 
reporter examination in Topeka on October 21, 1983. 
There wer 30 applicants taking the examination. 
Among the 13 that passed was Naola C. Thimesch, 
age 20, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Thimesch 
of Cunningham. 

Will mysterious Barn Board Lady please call Joyce 
Hartman for free gift. 

YEARS AGO IN 

The Cunningham Clipper
W. A. Bradley / William Bradley 

YEARS AGO IN 

The Cunningham Clipper
Publisher: Charles G. Barnes
Editor: Kathleen Pakkebier
Reporter: Florine Kampling

Suzanne Somers 
was Pure 
Showbiz

by Peter Funt 
Friday nights on CBS, 

Suzanne Somers always 
held my hand when we 
walked on stage. Sitting 
on stools before the cam-
eras she made certain 
to cross her left leg in 
my direction, explain-
ing that it would send a 
positive subliminal mes-
sage to viewers about our 
friendship.

Suzanne, who died 
Sunday at her home in 
Palm Springs after re-
curring bouts with breast 
cancer, was 100 percent 

showbiz in the best old-
fashioned sense.

As we opened each 
“Candid Camera” show 
I made sarcastic cracks 
about her appearance. 
(She enjoyed paring sexy 
glam outfits with school-
girl pigtails.) I received 
hundreds of letters from 
viewers scolding me for 
treating my partner that 
way. They had no idea 
that Suzanne encouraged 
me to do it, even offer-
ing suggestions for my 
putdowns.

She got her start in 
the 1973 film “American 
Graffiti,” never saying a 
word but drawing atten-
tion for a role billed only 
as “Blonde in T-Bird.” A 

few years later she landed 
a part as Chrissy Snow 
on the hit ABC sitcom 
“Three’s Company,” a 
job Suzanne lost after 
demanding to be paid 
as much as her male 
co-stars.

In years that followed 
she starred as a song and 
dance headliner in Vegas, 
in the sitcom “Step by 
Step,” and in several 
films. She wrote over two 
dozen books, 14 of which 
became bestsellers.

Soon after we met 
Suzanne  sen t  me a 
ThighMaster, the exer-
cise gadget that she and 
her husband Alan Hamel 
pitched relentlessly, man-
aging to sell over 10 mil-

lion units. A few months 
later she called me into 
her dressing room to 
test her new product, 
which she dubbed the 
FaceMaster. She insisted 
it would create a more 
youthful and healthy 
appearance by sending 
jolts of electric current 
through wires pasted to 
the user’s face.

I declined to try it, 
privately believing that it 
seemed less scientific and 
more like something our 
prop department might 
come up with for a TV 
gag.

In fact, I came to ques-
tion the health advice 
she offered in her books 
and in her many appear-

ances on home-shopping 
channels. But she prac-
ticed what she preached 
— even embracing al-
ternative and unproved 
treatments for her breast 
cancer.

Suzanne genuinely 
cared about people, espe-
cially her many fans. At 
first she struggled doing 
“Candid Camera” rou-
tines in the field because 
she couldn’t bring herself 
to deceive people, even 
during a brief practical 
joke.

What I  remember 
most fondly about my 
friend was her infectious 
laugh. When our pre-re-
corded sequences played 
for the studio audience 

she would laugh so loud-
ly that our director asked 
me if he should cut her 
microphone. Knowing 
her to be genuine, I said 
no.

On a show that pro-
moted the word “smile,” 
Suzanne Somers was a 
perfect fit.

Copyright 2023 Peter 
Funt distributed by Cagle 
C a r t o o n s  n e w s p a p e r 
syndicate.

Peter Funt’s latest book 
is “Playing POTUS: The 
Power of America’s Acting 
Presidents,” about come-
dians who impersonated 
presidents.

Five Benefits 
You Can Apply 
for Using SSA.

Gov
 We continue to make 

it easier for you to access 
our programs and bene-

fits.  Our website offers a 
convenient way to apply 
for benefits online.  

Here are 5 ways you 
can apply for benefits us-
ing ssa.gov.

•	 Retirement or 
Spouse's Benefits – You 
must be at least 61 years 
and 9 months and want 
your benefits to start in 
no more than 4 months.  
Apply at www.ssa.gov/
retirement.

•	 Disability 

Benefits – You can use 
our online application, 
available at www.ssa.
gov/benefits/disability to 
apply for disability ben-
efits if you:

o	 Are age 18 or 
older.

o	 Are not current-
ly receiving benefits on 
your own Social Security 
record.

o	 Are unable to 
work because of a medi-
cal condition that is ex-
pected to last at least 12 
months or result in death.

o	 Have not been 
denied disability benefits 
in the last 60 days.  If 
your application was re-
cently denied, our online 
appeal application is a 
starting point to request 
a review of the determi-
nation we made.  Please 
visit www.ssa.gov/ap-
ply/appeal-decision-we-
made.

•	 Supplemental 
Security Income (SSI) 
– SSI provides monthly 
payments to adults and 
children with a disability 

or blindness who have 
income and resources 
below specific financial 
limits. SSI payments are 
also made to people age 
65 and older without dis-
abilities who meet the 
financial qualifications. If 
you meet certain require-
ments, you may begin the 
process online by letting 
us know you would like 
to apply for SSI at www.
ssa.gov/ssi.   If you do not 
have access to the inter-
net, you can call your lo-
cal Social Security office 
to make an appointment 
to apply. 

•	 M e d i c a r e  – 
Medicare is a federal 
health insurance program 
for:

•	 People age 65 or 
older.

•	 Some peop le 
younger than 65 who 
have disabilities.

•	 People with end-
stage renal disease or 

Amyotrophic lateral scle-
rosis (ALS). 

If you are not already 
receiving Social Security 
benefits, you should 
apply for Medicare 3 
months before turning 
age 65 at www.ssa.gov/
medicare.

•	 Extra Help with 
Medicare Prescription 
Drug Costs – The Extra 
Help program helps 
with the cost of your 
prescription drugs, like 
deductibles and copays.  
People who need as-
sistance with the cost 
of medications can ap-
ply for Extra Help at 
www.ssa.gov/medicare/
part-d-extra-help.

Please share this in-
formation with those who 
need it.

Museum Hours
Tuesdays, Thursdays, 

and Saturdays
9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

or contact 
Angie Mertens at 620-532-4354 or 

Alan Albers at 620-298-2725 or 
Mike McGovney at 620-770-9503

(Volunteers Needed 
at the museum)
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Giving Opportunities in our Community 
4C Day Care    Leave a donation with the Methodist Church.
West Kingman County Education Foundation
Use your Dillon's Card!      (to donte contact Janet DeWeese 620-298-2717)
Hands of Hope (contact any church) 
Cunningham Alumni Scholarship Fund 
(send checks to the West Kingman County Education Foundation)
Cunningham Community Center (leave donation at the bank)
Lions' Club (Money is being raised to dig a well in the village of  Kakindu, Kenya) 
Cunningham Museum (to donate contact Alan Albers or Mike McGovney)
Cunningham Public Library (to donate, contact Kerri Steffen)
Cunningham EMS (to donate, contact Monte Rose or Kathy Albers)

Catholic Churches
Sacred Heart, Cunningham   St. John, Zenda
Sundays 10:00 a.m.                  Saturdays 5:30 p.m. 

St. Leo     St. Peter Willowdale
Saturdays 4:00 p.m.    Sundays 8:30 a.m.   

Father Roger Lumbre
620-243-5451
620-246-5370

Church of Christ
Penalosa
Sunday  11:00 a.m. 

First Christian Church  
Cunningham
Sunday School 9:30 am 
Morning Worship 10:45     
Sunday Evening Worship  6:00
Jr High Youth Group 4:00 pm Sunday
Sr High Youth Group 7:30 pm Sunday
Wednesday Prayer Service 7:00

Pastor Mike McGovney  620-298-3201

Lutheran Churches   
St. John, Nashville   Trinity, Medicine Lodge
620-246-5220   620- 886-3397 
Sunday School & Bible Class Sunday School & Bible Class
9:45 a.m.    9:15 a.m. 
Worship Service   Worship Service
8:30 a.m.    10:30 a.m. 

Our worship service is found on the YouTube channel at: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCrenCH12I9nmpcojCFyYLA

Pastor vacancy until further notice.

 United Methodist Church
Penalosa     Cunningham
Worship 9:15 a.m.    Worship 10:45 a.m.

Pastor Mathew Ndambuki Musyoki
620-298-2090

Zenda
Worship 9:00 a.m.  
Sunday School: Children 8:30 a.m.  Adults 10:00 a.m.

Pastor J L Nichols 
620-491-0680

Cunningham Hands of Hope, 
Inc.

Who:  A Not-for-Profit (501c3) organization providing 
assistance through donations and volunteers. 

Who we serve: Residents within the USD #332 school dis-
trict

What: Food 

When: First and Third Tuesday 2:00-5:00 p.m.
Where: 117 N Main (Old School Board Office)

Why: To provide food assistance to those in need.

How: Attend weekly distribution.  Adult of household must be 
present.

Do you need assistance outside distribution hours?
Please call 620-491-0292 and leave a message. Your call will be returned as 

soon as possible.This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

Check the Blessing Box east of  the Methodist Church.
Anyone can give or take from the 

Blessing Box at any time. 

Lessons and Carols

Lessons and Carols service Sunday, December 17th Sacred Heart Catholic 
Church 3:00 pm  

Contact Eric Kerschen for more information.  eric.kerschen@usd332.com
Community rehearsals on Sunday 3:00 pm at Sacred Heart Church beginning on 

November 5th  

Sacred Scripture, Community Choir, Community small ensembles, Vocal solos, Instrumental 
ensembles, Instrumental solos. 

Our House 
By Tim George
“Come on in and sit 

a spell.”
I paused at the door 

of Clark Dobb’s pond 
house and willed away 
the expression of amuse-
ment I could feel trying 
to force its way through 
the very pores of my face. 
Truthfully, no one would 
have blamed me if I had 
entered laughing my head 
off. Clark’s house was a 
two room affair sitting on 
stilts in the middle of his 
little catfish pond. Steel 
cables ran at crazy angles 
from two sides of the 
cabin in opposite direc-
tions and were staked out 
in the fields beyond the 
water’s confines. It seems 
Clark hadn’t counted on 

the poles his house sat on 
shifting and the cables 
were his vain attempt to 
keep the place from tilt-
ing crazily one way or 
the other.

“Grab a chair,” the 
grizzled man muttered, 
“I’ll be with you in a 
minute.”

As I pulled up a lawn 
chair I knew instinctively 
this was one of those ex-
periences I would write 
about one day and no 
one would believe. No 
one, that is, except those 
who were lucky enough 
to be allowed into Clark 
Dobb’s inner sanctum.

There he sat in his 
faded black Naugahyde 
recliner in nothing but 
his boxers and too worn 
t-shirt. He and the chair 
were fused into one lump 

of Mississippi August 
sweat making it hard to 
tell where furniture ended 
and man began. He never 
turned to welcome me. 
There were more im-
portant things at hand. 
Things like the cane pole 
he held extended out the 
window next to him and 
Saturday afternoon wres-
tling on an ancient Philco 
black-and-white two feet 
in front of him.

Between a two pound 
channel cat and the three 
hundred pound Masked 
Assassin he found time 
to share with me bits and 
pieces of his life experi-
ence, his suspicions about 
the “government”, and 
his ponderings on eternal 
mysteries. Clark was the 
son of share croppers, 
the great-grandson of a 

Civil War hero, and the 
great-great grandchild 
of Scottish Highlanders. 
What he owned had been 
gained through sheer de-
termination, and the pain 
in his back was thanks to 
three years in the Pacific 
theater during World War 
II. And the wisdom he 
possessed … it was more 
surprising than anything 
else I experienced that 
day.

I discovered later that 
others in the community 
thought Clark to be a bit 
“touched”. After all, he 
owned hundreds of acres 
of prime timber land but 
you couldn’t tell by look-
ing at him that he had 
more than two dollars 
to his name. Then there 
were his infamous proj-
ects: his failed attempt 
at raising a new super 
strain of South American 
worms, his short-lived 
excursion into the re-
cording industry, and 
of course, his cockeyed 
pond house.

As I started to leave he 
set his pole down; “Could 
you do me a favor before 
you go?”

I smiled; “Sure thing.”
He pointed toward a 

faded flag that hung from 
the roof outside. “Could 
you take her down for 
me? It’s going to rain 
and I don’t let nothin’ 
desecrate her. I know that 
seems foolish but the old 
USA’s been good to me, 
and that’s the least I can 
do for her.”

The longer I lived in 
that community the more 
I realized one couldn’t 
judge Clark Dobb’s by 
his shabby exterior. For 
every dollar he had lost 
in some crazy venture I 
discovered he had given 
two to others in need.

Travelers passing by 
that pond house only saw 
a strange old man living 
amidst a hodge-podge of 
junk. But not me. I saw a 
living illustration of the 
country he fought for, 
put up with, and loved. A 

country of wonderfully 
insane contradictions. A 
place where we foolishly 
waste fortunes on South 
American worms while 
at the same time give 
even more to those who 
only dream of attempt-
ing something so bold. A 
place where the greatest 
of intentions are held in 
place by the slimmest of 
hopes. A place where a 
few are even willing to 
die to ensure others the 
right to ridicule those 
who died for them.

I guess travelers pass-
ing by our house see an 
eclectic accumulation 
of half-realized dreams, 
failed endeavors, and ac-
cidental successes. They 
see a house seemingly 
pulled in all directions at 
once. And perhaps some 
are even right when they 
say we are a bit touched. 
Even so, it’s our house 
and we still believe in 
the colors that hang from 
her eaves.

All Saint’s Day (Holy Day of Obligation) 
Mass Schedule 2023:

Oct. 31 (Tues) 8:00 am St. John, regular weekday mass 
- St. John Cemetery blessing following mass 
Oct. 31 (Tues) 5:30 pm St. Peter Cemetery Blessing 
- 6:00 pm – St. Peter – Anticipated Mass, All Saint’s Day 
Nov. 1 (Wed) 8:00 am St. Leo, All Saint’s Day Mass 
- St. Leo Cemetery blessing following mass 
Nov. 1 (Wed) 6:00 pm Sacred Heart, All Saint’s Day Mass (PSR) 
Nov. 2 (Thurs) 8:00 am Sacred Heart – All Soul’s Day Mass 
- Sacred Heart Cemetery Blessing following mass

You’re an Apple
You’re an apple.
I’m an apple.
The difference is our 

core and our covering.
Most people fixate 

on the covering. They 
pretty-up to blend in with 

the rest of the case.
All seems well until 

you take a bite. Now you 
learn the truth. They’re 
rotten inside. And they 
charged you six bucks for 
the taste.

People who cherish 
cores are not impressed 
with coverings. They 
see right through you. 
Coverings only con peo-
ple who value coverings.

If you crave more 

noble cores in your life, 
develop your own first. 
Now you’re enough in-
side no matter who ar-
rives. Then you effort-
lessly attract others with 
the same flavor.

Anyone can dip them-
selves in an external cov-
er. Few labor to make the 
inside the best part of the 
package.

A Column by 
Mike Johnson
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Skyland Grain, LLC
Connecting Our Producers To The World

For all of your Grain, Cotton, 
Agronomy and Fuel needs!

www.skylandgrain.com
620-492-6210

Marla and Monte Rose
Supporting U.S.D. 332

Go Wildcats!

Cheri & Heath Dorzweiler

FOXTROT INN
Cunningham, Ks. 

620-213-0810
Book A Stay With Us!

See us on 
AirBnB.com or VRBO.com.

Conrardy Seeds
Custom Seed Cleaning

7 6 8 1  S W  8 0  Av e      K i n g m a n ,  K S 
(620) 532-5508

“Good luck to the athletes, students and staff at 
Cunningham Schools”

Janet Sterneker
Marcy Allbritten
Janet DeWeese
Leroy Panek
Carol Freund
Louise Armstrong
Johnna Freund
Jane Meyers
Joan Thimesch
MaryAnn Ruckle
Mary and Steve Albers
Martha & Ron Albers

Judith Huffman & 	
                  John Williams
Linda and Ken Kerschen
Linda and Kelly Phillps
Rogene & Wayne Jarmer
Amy & Lance McGuire
Nancy & Stan Weglarz
Terri & Kenny Simon
CC & Joe Sterneker
Diana & Gary Wegerer
Pam & Doug Liebl
Kristin & Kevin Wegerer 
Liz & Steve Miller

Kathy & Alan Albers
Mary & Bob Stackhouse
Kathy & Doug Griffis
Jody & Bill Thome
Judy & Scott DeWeese
Gwen & Mark Betzen
Molly Morgan  & Family  
Shawna & Tom Sterneker
Jeanette & Bob Kerschen
Helen & Chuck Holcomb
Eilene & Jack Crick
Lois & Don Becker
Bill and Deanna Parker

Thank You to our Spotlight Sponsors... Thank You to our Spotlight Sponsors... 

..and Don't Forget to Support ..and Don't Forget to Support 
Our Spotlight Advertisers! Our Spotlight Advertisers! 

5 Tips for 
Creating a 
Culture of 

Caring in Our 
High Schools
By Dr. Karissa Niehoff, 

Chief Executive Officer of 
the National Federation 
of  S tate  High School 
Associations (NFHS), and 
Bill Faflick, Executive 
Director of the Kansas 
State High School Activities 
Association

Participants in high 
school sports and per-

forming arts are under 
tremendous pressure 
these days – from par-
ents, teachers, coaches 
and peers. Their days are 
consumed with school, 
sports and activities. 
They are trying to figure 
out who they are and 
who they want to be – all 
while having to compare 
themselves to everyone 
else on social media. 
It’s easy to see why high 
school students have a 
lot on their plates … and 
their minds.

It is time for all of us 

to turn our attention to 
these students, including 
the activity participants 
at schools in Kansas. 
Empathy is so important. 
No matter who you are—
a parent, teacher, coach, 
athletic administrator, 
performing arts director 
or anyone else who inter-
acts with teens—we can 
all play a part in looking 
out for them.

T h a t ’s  w h y  t h e 
K S H S A A a n d  t h e 
NFHS are launching the 
#WeSeeYou Campaign. 
Together, we want to cre-

ate a culture of caring in 
our school communities 
– one where everyone 
feels seen and supported, 
especially our students.

When one Kansas 
student benefits from 
such support, the value 
extends to others across 
our state. 

Our message:  No 
matter what challenges 
you’re facing, we see 
you. We support you. 
And we’re here for you.

It’s not about hav-
ing all the answers. It’s 
about empathizing with 

our students and offering 
the support they need. So 
where do you start?

Here are a few tips 
for supporting the mental 
well-being of the teens in 
your life:

Focus on the meaning 
of mental health.

The World Health 
Organization suggests 
that “mental health is 
a state of mental well-
being that enables people 
to cope with the stresses 
of life, realize their abili-
ties, learn well and work 
well, and contribute to 

their community.”
Acknowledge and 

connect with all students.
Every teenager—not 

just the honor roll student 
or star athlete—wants 
to feel seen by someone 
who matters to them, like 
a parent, teacher, coach 
or director.

Keep in mind that 
teens are seeing life 
through a highlight reel.

Teenagers are “seen” 
a lot on social media, but 

(con't from on page 8)
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Ellie McGuire

Kyra Morgan

Spotlight on Our CJH Athletes!!Spotlight on Our CJH Athletes!!

Back row: Assistant Coach Colin Little, Jace Oldham, Hank Adams, Brody Bock, Wyatt King, Cole Hageman, Cooper Neufeld, 
Coach Bart Ricke 
Middle Row: Caden Johnson, Sevi Romine, Gunner Glenn, Tyler Osner, Cole Gridley, Colton Rohlman, Liam McGuire 
Front row: John Paul Kerschen, Wesly Preisser, Andrew Kerschen, Adam Sterneker, Carson Strohl, Jeremiah Slayden, 

Kane Reid, Weston Rogers

Back row: Piper Parkins, Katie Ogg, Carly McGuire, Kourtni Fischer, Keyonna Huffman, Andi Young, 
Alyssa Osner, Raven Koester, Coach Kristen Young

Middle row kneeling: Sage Thimesch, Harlee Barber, Vaughn Preisser, Jayden McCurry, Morgan Oldham 
Front row: Lux Thimesch, Mackley Glenn, Maelyn Jump

Back row: 
Raven Koester, Andi Young, 
Keyonna Huffman, Kourtni Fischer
Carly McGuire

Front row: 
Vaughn Preisser
Lux Thimesch
Mackley Glenn
Maelyn Jump
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Morgan Oldham 

Lady Wildcats Lady Wildcats in Action at Sub-State 
(Last Game of the Season)

INTRODUCING
INTERACTIVE

BANKING

Live banker  •   1-on-1 service  •  Open most holidays  •  Check images on receipts
No transaction slip required  •  Drop and Go options available kanza.bank

Macy Neufeld Taylor Schultz Kyra MorganEllie McGuire

are they seen for who they 
truly are? Be the person 
who wants 

to know and support 
the real them.  Get to 
know students for who 
they are, not just what 
they do.

Create a culture where 
everyone is looking out 
for each other.

It is not one person’s 
responsibility to check in 
on every student’s mental 
well-being. We can all 
play a part in noticing, ac-
knowledging and offering 
support to one another.

Remember your influ-
ence is greater than you 
often realize.

Far beyond students’ 
academic or athletic po-
tential, you can make a 
difference in their lives by 
paying attention to their 
behavior and who they 
are as people. 

Creating a culture of 
caring isn’t just good for 
teenagers. It’s good for 
all of us.

When we demonstrate 
empathy through listen-
ing, connecting and car-
ing, we let young people 
know that they are not 
alone.  You don’t have to 
be an expert to listen and 
support students across 
Kansas. 

Ready to join us? Visit 
our website, WeSeeYou.
Community, to learn 
more and get free re-
sources like social media 
posts, graphics, printables 
and more to promote the 
#WeSeeYou culture in 
your school community. 
Together, we can offer 
support, empathy and 
encouragement to every 
teenager in Kansas and 
across the country!

5 Tips for Creating a Culture of 
Caring in Our High Schools

(cont' from page 6) 

Matilyn
Jump

Macy Neufeld

Junior Lady Wildcats Junior Lady Wildcats in Action at League Tournament
(Last Game of the Season)

Katie Ogg 

Sage Thimesch Keyonna Huffman

Andi Young Morgan Oldham 
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I sent a questionnaire to the candidates running 
for school board. It has been a while since we’ve 
had such a ‘crowded’ ballot. The five candidates are: 
Justin Mack, Travis Thimesch (currently serving), 
Brent Miller (currently serving), Jason Osner, and 
Abby Bock

The survey's answers was due for the paper this 
week. These are answers from the candidates who 
returned their surveys. 

Questions asked: 
1.	 Tell the readers a bit about yourself: Is 

Cunningham your hometown? Where did you grow 
up? Are you a parent? How long have you lived in the 
school district? What leadership roles have you held? 
Those types of bits of information.   

2.	 What motivates you to want to become a 
school board member?

3.	 What particular skills or experiences qualify 
you to serve as a school board member?

4.	 What specific strengths would you bring to 
the board table?

5.	 What should our district be doing to address 
the challenges of declining/increasing enrollment?

6.	 What are 2-3 strengths of which our district 
can be proud? Why do you see these as strengths?

Jason Osner
I have been part of the Cunningham community 

since I was born.  I am a parent of 2 children that cur-
rently attend Cunningham Middle School and one that 
has graduated from Cunningham High School.  I am 
currently a loan officer for High Plains Farm Credit 
and was previously a city council member for the City 
of Cunningham.

I am interested in obtaining a position on the school 
board as I believe providing a quality education to our 
children is what provides our children a foundation 
for their future.  

I am hoping that my experience of being an ag lend-
er will be beneficial as a board member for USD 332.

What should our district do to address the chal-
lenges of increasing/decreasing enrollment ? Currently 
our district is in the process of building a new high 
school which should be something our community 
should be proud of.  Our district needs to continue 
to provide a quality education and experience for 
our children to be able to maintain and increase our 
current enrollment.  I believe rural schools in general 
have an overall challenge in maintaining or growing 
their enrollment and USD 332 will need to do the little 
things to attract students to school.  This is also a com-
munity challenge as our community will need to be 
able to provide additional housing to encourage new 
families to the Cunningham community and USD 332.

 What are 2-3 strengths USD 332 has.  Currently 
USD is building a new high school.  The new high 
school is a major improvement for our school district.  
This will be a benefit to attract new students and 
faculty to USD 332.  Also, USD 332 is a small rural 
school that provides a safe and supportive learning 

environment along with a low teacher to student ratio. 
 USD 332 school system is vital to the growth and 

health of the Cunningham community as it is one of 
the  largest employers of our town.  It is important for 
USD 332 to grow and succeed and promote the future 
growth of the community.

Brent Miller
I grew up in Cunningham; I have lived in 

Cunningham since I was two years old. My wife, Amy, 
and I have five children that attend USD 332. Rylee, 
Casyn, Parker, Beckett, and Paxton. 

What motivated me to become a school board 
member is for my children to have the memories that 
a small town gives you growing up. 

My particular skills are listening to people and 
communicating to make the best outcome in any 
situation. 

The  number of enrollment at USD 332 is increas-
ing each year. The community passed the bond, allow-
ing more students to attend school in Cunningham. 

Our district has many strengths. Administration 
and teachers, and the support the community shows 
towards the district.

If the school is growing, the town is growing. If the 
school has more in the district, then Cunningham can 
have a growing community for many years. 

Justin Mack
1. My name is Justin Mack. I’ve lived in Cunningham 

all my life (with the exception of leaving for the mili-
tary.) My son Dean with be the 5th generation to an 
attend Cunningham. I’ve held several leadership roles 
in my life such as fire team leader in the marines, cell 
block leader at a correctional facility, safety leader at 
Pratt Well Services. 

2. I would like to be on the school board to ensure 
kids get the best education and most opportunities 
possible. 

3. I feel like I am qualified to be on the board be-
cause I am a great problem solver, can handle conflict, 
I am a team player, and also a futuristic thinker. I would 
like to connect with the community and make a lasting 
impact on the school. 

4. I believe speaking with parents and staff and ad-
dressing their concerns can greatly help us understand 
the incline/decline of enrollment. 

5. I think our district can be proud of the quality 
staff and community created as well as the athletic and 
academic opportunities we offer. 

6. I believe a good school with several academic 
and athletic opportunities for the kids will be great 
for building our community and getting more people 
involved.

Abby Bock
1. Hi - I’m Abby Bock I grew up around Belmont 

in the house my mom was raised in and went to school 
at Kingman, then Bethel College, then K-State and 
moved to Kansas City for a few years after college 
before moving back around home. I married Branden 
Bock, also from Kingman, and we have 3 kids - Ava, 
a Junior, Brody, 8th grade, and Bowen 5th grade. We 
moved to Branden’s dad’s home place, but more re-
cently owned by his uncle, south of St. Leo, in 2010.

I’ve worked in graphic design, marketing, oil and 
gas and farming/ranching and have been a business 
owner off and on over the years. I’ve been a part of 
several committees and held numerous offices when I 
worked in the oil and gas industry including President 
of the Desk and Derrick Club of Wichita and Secretary, 
then Treasurer of the Wichita Association of Petroleum 
Landmen. Locally, I have also been involved in 
Booster Club, Site Council, the Steering Committee, 
and Project Prom.

2. I’m motivated to become a member of the school 
board, because our kids only get one shot for us to 
teach them and guide them into becoming amazing 
adults, and I want to be a part of the opportunities, 
people, and education available to them before they 
go out into the world.

3. I think it’s important to be involved in the op-
portunities the school provides for parents and adults 
to be involved so that you have a wide range of under-
standing about what is going on throughout the school 
K-12, not just what’s happening with my kids. I’m not 
afraid to ask questions so I can fully understand a situ-
ation and am able to speak up so that my concerns or 
information can be heard. I’m also open minded and 
feel it’s important to try and offer as many opportuni-
ties for our students as we reasonably can.

4. The school is on the right track in that they are 
forming a strategic committee in the near future to 
make sure we are offering educational opportunities 
that make sense for our community. I’m looking for-
ward to being involved with that process because the 
plan is figure out what works best 5 and 10 years down 
the road. We need to be able to offer a full selection 
of different types of classes in high school so that our 
students feel prepared and motivated when they gradu-
ate. I think keeping an open mind and some creative 
planning, can help us achieve that while keeping it 
feasible to offer all those choices. I believe it will also 
be very important, when the time comes, to hire a like 
minded superintendent that is ready to make these 
changes with us and possibly a grade school princi-
pal that can make sure our younger kids are getting a 
cohesive education.

5. As far as 2-3 things the school is doing well - I 
think we have a strong administrative group right now 
that can make things happen with the right support. 
I believe the board is open to trying new things and 
making sure we don’t keep doing things a certain way, 
because that’s the way they’ve always been done. I 
also think it’s great that after many years of not hav-
ing it, we were able to get Accredited last year and 
are working on making sure that is going to happen 
again - as it is an important aspect to drawing teach-
ers, families and the future of the school.

6. I think building the new high school is a HUGE 
statement to families and teachers out there, who may 
assume all small towns are dying, that our school and 
community believes ours is not. With our communities 
investment and the schools forward looking approach, 
I think they will help each other grow.

School Board Candidates Answer 
Questions

Driving to End 
Hunger

G l e n n  B r u n k o w , 
Pottawatomie County farm-
er and rancher

Want to beat the Iowa 
State Cyclones when they 
come to town the end of 
November? If you bleed 
purple, I bet you do. This 
year you can personally 
be a part of that victory. 
Yes, the Wildcats might 
be a little short on the 
depth chart at linebacker, 
but I think most of our 

playing days are behind 
us. I have also volun-
teered to call plays in. 
Fortunately, our coaches 
are much too smart for 
that.

No,  county  Farm 
Bureaus, Farm Bureau 
Financial Services agents 
and Wildcat fans have 
the opportunity to work 
within their communi-
ties to gather food dona-
tions and participate in 
a friendly competition 
with other agents and 
county Farm Bureaus 
through the End Hunger 
Food Drive sponsored 
by Kansas Farm Bureau, 
Farm Bureau Financial 
Services and K-State 

athletics.
The food drive has al-

ready started and will run 
until Nov. 15, and every-
one who participates will 
be a winner in my book. 
The counties and agents 
bringing in the most do-
nations will receive tick-
ets to the game along with 
other prizes.

All of the donations 
will go to local food pan-
tries, helping our friends 
and neighbors in need. I 
am so proud of our orga-
nization for all the work 
we do to feed those who 
do not have enough. We 
all take great pride in 
growing our abundant, 
safe, healthy food supply 

and yet we also want to 
make sure that everyone 
has access to it, too.

We do need to get 
busy. You can view par-
ticipating counties by 
going to www.kfb.org 
and search “End Hunger 
Food Drive” to find drop 
off locations or make a 
monetary donation. After 
Nov. 16 nonperishable 
food donations will be 
weighed to determine the 
winners. Each dollar will 
add a pound to the total.

So here is the game 
plan. Some of you go 
straight to the grocery 
store and pick up some 
extra boxes of macaroni 
and cheese or cans of 

green beans and some 
muffin mix, too. The rest 
of you go deep and open 
up your computer, go the 
webpage and donate.

I know not everyone 
is a Wildcat but even if 
you are a Jayhawk or a 
Shocker you should want 
to send the visitors home 
without a victory. It’s not 
just Cats versus Clones, 
it’s an opportunity to help 
our fellow Kansans. I 
expect an overwhelming 
victory.

For those of you from 
Iowa, please don’t take it 
too hard, we still like you, 
just not when you play 
against K-State. Well, 
that and we don’t like 

to lose. So here is to the 
competition, may the best 
team win! My prediction 
will be for a big score for 
our food pantries and that 
will be good for another 
Wildcat Victory.

“Insight” is a week-
ly column published by 
Kansas Farm Bureau, the 
state’s largest farm orga-
nization whose mission is 
to strengthen agriculture 
and the lives of Kansans 
through advocacy, educa-
tion and service. 

Copyright © 2023 
Kansas Farm Bureau, 
All rights reserved.

News from Kansas 
Farm Bureau

Learn More 
About the 

Cooperatives 
in Your 

Community 
During National 

Co-op Month
The flurry of fall 

fieldwork season makes 
October a fitting month 
to recognize the coop-
eratives that help supply 
Kansas wheat produc-
ers with grain storage, 
marketing, field recom-
mendations, inputs and 
patronage. Cooperatives 
have existed nearly as 
long as farmers have been 
farming as producers 

learned how to pool re-
sources and expertise 
to support each other’s 
operations. National Co-
op Month is a nation-
wide event that raises 
awareness of how coop-
eratives provide a tried-
and-true way to do busi-
ness and support resilient 
communities. 

A n d  w h i l e  r u r a l 
Kansans are familiar with 
the prairie skyscrapers 
that dot the horizon — 
iconic grain elevators 
with the town name often 
painted in bold, block let-
ters — cooperatives are 
more than just a place to 
deliver and store grain. 
Today, these member-
driven businesses can 

also provide credit, in-
surance, electric service, 
health care, housing, tele-
phone services and even 
childcare. Cooperatives 
also help support more 
than row-crop agricul-
ture, representing indus-
tries from grape juice to 
electricity. 

“In Kansas, agricul-
tural cooperatives are 
very grain marketing-
based, but outside of 
Kansas that is not the 
case,” said Brandi Miller, 
president/CEO of the 
Kansas Cooperat ive 
Council, the organiza-
tion that has represented 
the cooperative business 
model in the Sunflower 
State since 1944. “There 

are a lot of cooperatives 
focused on consumer 
products. People see their 
products on the shelves 
and don’t realize they 
function exactly like the 
co-op they see in their 
hometown.”

According to  the 
Kansas Cooperat ive 
Council, Kansas is home 
to more than 575 co-op 
locations with more than 
116,000 members and 
5,000 employees. Those 
businesses support the 
health of local economies 
by creating jobs, pay-
ing property taxes and 
income taxes and giving 
to charity. 

The weather-driven 
challenges of the past few 

growing seasons have 
made this payback dif-
ficult for cooperatives, 
just as it has been difficult 
for their farmer mem-
bers. But, Miller reminds 
farmers that just as they 
are resolved to adapt in 
challenging times, so 
are the cooperatives of 
which they are members. 
Kansas cooperatives are 
working to explore op-
tions to do things differ-
ently or more efficiently 
to help provide better 
services to their mem-
bers, investments that 
take time and money to 
implement, but match 
the innovation that takes 
place on Kansas farms. 

To support aware-

ness of how coopera-
tives function, the Kansas 
Cooperative Council 
developed a series of 
“Co-ops 101 Videos” for 
educational uses from 
employee or new board 
director onboarding to 
sharing about what co-
operatives do with high 
school students or in-
terns. The videos were 
developed through a 
grant with CHS, Inc. and 
in collaboration with 
Brian Briggeman, direc-
tor of the Arthur Capper 
Cooperative Center in 
K-State’s Department of 
Agricultural Economics. 
They cover a variety of i

(con't on page 11)
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Kingman County Humane Society 
Pets Ready for Adoption

McMuffin
Sponsored by Baker Accounting

Pauly
Sponsored by Baker Accounting

Female Cattle Dog, Australian (Blue Heeler) / 
Shepherd

35 pounds 
About 5 years old  
Pauly has been at the shelter since August 1, 2023
Adoption Fee $150.00
Pauly is good with cats and other dogs. She is 

housetrained and people friendly. 
Pauly can be a little reserved when she first meets 

new people but give her a little time and she will warm 
up. Give her a week and she will be your BFF! You can 
see in her eyes there’s a lot more to her story, but like 
so many dogs that come to us, we’ll probably never 
know that story. If only dogs could talk!

Male Domestic Shorthair
8.5 pounds
about 5 years old
$25
McMuffin  has been at the shelter since August  11, 
2023

10 Ways to 
Become Friends 

with Farmers 
and Ranchers
T h e   b e s t  a w a r d 

I ’ v e  e v e r  r e c e i v e d 
was  the   «Fr iend of 
A g r i c u l t u r e »  f r o m 
Kansas Farm Bureau. 
Being considered a friend 
people whom I admire, 
especially since I’m not 
a farmer, is something  I 
want to encourage you to 
do, also. Here are some 
suggestions:

1. Get to know one, 
or more, personally.

Farmers and ranch-
ers are super friendly, 
but a bit shy. Mostly it’s 
because they work from 
sunup to sundown, so 

they don’t have extra 
time for socializing and, 
like most of us, they hang 
around other people like 
them. If you don’t know 
how to meet them, check 
with your County Farm 
Bureau, which is in every 
state in the nation.

2. Learn about who 
they are and what they 
do. 

Here are great conver-
sation starters: “So, tell 
me, what do you enjoy 
about farming?” “Why is 
soil health so important?” 
“How many generations 
has your family been 
farming?” “Why do you 
prefer that breed of cattle, 
hogs, chicken or goat?” 
Be warned, if you ask any 
of these questions, the 
might not stop talking.

3. Buy things directly 
from them.

Although you techni-
cally buy from a farmer 
every time you buy food, 
there’s a new way of 
purchasing directly from 
a farm or ranch. On the 
producer’s side, this is 
called “‘direct to con-
sumer sales.” On the con-
sumer side, we know it 
as, “Hey, I’m buying my 
meat, veggies, dairy, etc., 
from (name of the farmer 
or rancher) and I love 
knowing who is growing 
my food and how they do 
it!” If you need a place 
to find one near you, 
visit  www.shopkansas-
farms.com  and look for 
them there.

4.  Invite them to 
speak to your group, 
interview them on your 
podcast, TV, radio, or 
write a blog about them.

Although shy, once 
you ask those questions 
I listed above, you will 
find just how passionate 
farmers and ranchers are 
about what they do. Are 
you a teacher? There is 
an abundance of Ag in 
the Classroom resources 
for you.

5. Put a sign up cel-
ebrating them.

There are signs you 
can get that read, “One 
Kansas Farmer Feeds 
155 People + You.” 
You can purchase them 
f rom  Kansas  Agr i -
Women. I’ll bet you can 

find a farmer or rancher 
more than happy to let 
you put it up wherever 
people can see it.

6. Ask them to serve 
on a board of directors.

Farmers are the most 
varied experts in multiple 
disciplines that I’ve ever 
known. The nature of 
farming requires knowing 
global economies, me-
teorology, finances, real 
estate, business develop-
ment, strategic planning, 
marketing, engineering, 
mechanics, construction 
and, you name it, they are 
good at it.

7. Ask them to give 
you a tour or ride along 
with them.

Farmers are proud of 
what they do and they 
love showing people their 
lifestyle. Be careful, you 
might get a bit of barn-
yard on your boots and 
that’s OK, it’s good for 
you.

8.  Say nice things 

about them both to them 
and to your friends. 

Consumer confidence 
in farmers is at an all-
time high, but farmers 
don’t always hear that so 
send them an email, drop 
them a handwritten note 
or tell them in person how 
much you admire them.  
You see, they have some 
pretty serious enemies 
who mean them harm 
and want to end their 
way of life, and some-
times that’s all that farm-
ers hear; the wild-eyed 
fanatics who have it out 
for them.  Have you heard 
of  agroterrorism? Yep, 
some are so malicious 
they will destroy crops, 
machinery and buildings. 

9.  Learn to grow 
things yourself.

In  wr i t ing  abou t 
farmers and ranchers, I 
have learned this; they 
love to grow things. It 
doesn’t matter whether 
it’s a plant or animal, 
they love helping things 
grow. As I’ve learned 
to garden the last few 
years and even raise some 
backyard chickens, I’ve 
come to respect farmers 
even more for how dif-
ficult it is to keep things 
alive and producing well. 
Except for weeds. I hate 

weeds and so do they. In 
fact, ask them about the 
No. 1 enemy of a farmer 
who grows crops, the 
pigweed. One plant can 
produce anywhere from 
500,000 to 700,000 seeds 
that can take over a field, 
choking out their crops.

10.   Follow them on 
social media.

Some like Facebook, 
some like Instagram, 
whi le  o thers  prefer 
Twitter, but most use one, 
if not all, of those plat-
forms.  There’s no better 
way to know what they 
do, every day, than by fol-
lowing them. Please  in-
teract  with them, they 
love it when people en-
gage with them. Every 
once in a while, thank 
them. You’ll make their 
day.

We can all be a “Friend 
of Agriculture.” Do one, 
or more, of these 10 
things and you’ll fall in 
love with them just like 
I have. 

Rick McNary is a 
leader in bringing people 
together to build com-
munity and reduce hun-
ger in sustainable ways. 
This article originally 
appeared in the Kansas 
Living Magazine.

“The thankful receiver bears a plentiful harvest.”
― William Blake, The Marriage of Heaven and Hell
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“Moonlight drowns out all but the brightest stars.”
― J.R.R. Tolkien, The Lord of the Rings
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ACROSS
1. Sylvester Stallone’s “____ 
King”
6. And so forth, abbr.
9. Mongolian desert
13. Uniate church member
14. Additionally
15. Modified “will”
16. Heart surgery prop
17. Remains container
18. Follow
19. *Thor Heyerdahl’s raft
21. *Jackie Robinson’s new team, 
1947
23. *Cassius Marcellus Clay, Jr., 
born in 1942
24. Animal prod
25. Give a nickname
28. Dwarf buffalo
30. Edible corn part
35. Functions
37. *____ Strip on Mediterranean 
Sea, 1948
39. Roman goddess, patroness of 
hunters
40. *Moscow ____ cocktail, cre-
ated in 1940s
41. Beach souvenir
43. Inspiring horror
44. Not long
46. Home to Bryce Canyon
47. Smoothie bowl flavor
48. Become available (2 words)
50. Links hazard
52. Mozart’s “L’____ del Cairo”
53. Back of the neck
55. Transgression
57. *Carmen of “The Gang’s All 
Here”
61. *United _____, established 

1945
65. Popeye’s sweetie
66. *The BAA and NBL merged, 
forming this ball org., 1949
68. Battle royal
69. Denigrating statement
70. What divots and divas have in 
common
71. Audience’s approval
72. Lad’s counterpart
73. Number on a birthday cake
74. Not o’er
DOWN
1. Poacher’s trophy
2. “Do ____ others...”
3. Bank claim
4. *1947’s “Here Comes ____ 
Claus”
5. King of the Huns
6. Purse for the red carpet
7. High craggy hill
8. Type of dwelling
9. “The ____ Show” (1976-1980)
10. Yorkshire river
11. Hangover memory?
12. 15th of March
15. Tied the knot
20. *Leopold III of Belgium and 
Christian X of Denmark, e.g.
22. Acorn producer
24. Common newspaper name
25. *”When I See an Elephant Fly” 
elephant, 1941
26. Steal a throne
27. Misrepresent
29. *Pearl Harbor location
31. Capital of Latvia
32. Narcotics agent
33. *Considered first general-
purpose computer, acr.

34. a.k.a. vampire
36. Espied
38. a.k.a. Daminozide
42. ____ Apso
45. Tornado visual
49. Helicopter landing
51. Coal miners
54. Bear of bamboo forest
56. Brother’s daughter
57. Gangster’s gal
58. Hip bones
59. Barbecued anatomy
60. Birds
61. Part of cathedral
62. Cantina cooker
63. Sans mixers
64. Comedian Meyers
67. *”The ____ Sleep,” 1946

	 Statepoint Crossword 
Theme: The 1940s

Kingman County Sheriff's Report                                                                                                                                          
Sunday, October 15	

Traffic Stop			   6	
Civil Paper Process		  7	
Disturbance			   500 Blk N Chariton St, Kingman
Animal Complaint		  10000 Blk E Hwy 54, Cheney
Disabled Vehicle		  18000 Blk W Hwy 54, Cunningham
Animal Complaint / 
       Abuse / Neglect		 Tri City Road, Nashville
Animal Complaint		  SE 50 St & SE 160 Ave, Cheney
Follow Up			   120 N Spruce, Kingman

Monday, October 16
Traffic Stop			   8	
Civil Paper Process		  16	
Follow Up			   200 Blk S Parkway St, Norwich
Transport Prisoner		  120 N Spruce, Kingman
Animal Complaint		  SE 30 St & SE 160 Ave, Cheney
Follow Up			   100 Blk W 4th St, Cunningham
Animal Complaint		  E Hwy 54 & NE 70 Ave, Kingman
Animal Complaint		  7000 Blk E Hwy 54, Kingman
Suspicious Vehicle		  400 Blk N Main St, Kingman
Suspicious Persons		  N Main St & N Spruce St, Kingman

Tuesday, October 17
Traffic Stop			   5	
Civil Paper Service		  8	
Transport Civilian		  120 North Spruce, Kingman
Abandoned Vehicle		  18000 Blk W Hwy 54, Cunningham
Fraud			   14000 Blk SE 70 Ave, Rago
Suspicious Persons		  100 Blk W First St, Cunningham
Disabled Vehicle		  NW 170 Ave & W Hwy 54, Cunningham
Disturbance			   2800 Blk NE 34 St, Kingman
Meet Complaint		  120 N Spruce, Kingman
Suspicious Vehicle		  N Hwy 14 & E Hwy 54, Kingman
Arrest Drugs		  600 Blk E D Ave, Kingman
Unlock Vehicle		  4800 Blk SE 100 St, Kingman
Medical			   120 N Spruce, Kingman
Traffic Complaint		  NW 60 Ave & NW 50 St, Penalosa
Non-Injury Accident		 18000 Blk W Hwy 54, Cunningham
Medical			   120 N Spruce, Kingman
Traffic Complaint		  NW 60 Ave & NW 50 St, Penalosa

Non-Injury Accident		 18000 Blk W Hwy 54, Cunningham
Wednesday, October 18

Follow Up			   120 N Spruce, Kingman
Transport Prisoners to Court	130 N Spruce, Kingman
Transport Prisoner to
     Another Facility		  120 N Spruce, Kingman
Transport Prisoner to Jail	 130 N Spruce, Kingman
Welfare Check		  13000 Blk SE 110 Ave, Norwich
Suspicious Person		  400 Blk E Leiter Ave, Cunningham

Thursday, October 19
Traffic Stop			   4	
Non-Injury Accident		 E Hwy 42 & SE 130 Ave, Norwich
Non-Injury Accident		 7600 Blk SW 170 Ave, Nashville
Debris in Roadway		  SE20 ST & SE 150 Ave, Cheney
911 Accidental Dial		  7400 Blk SW 100 St, Spivey
Non-Injury Accident		 13000 Blk E Hwy 2, Norwich
Disturbance			   300 Blk E B Ave, Kingman
Non-Injury Accident		 10000 Blk SE 100 Ave, Rago
Arrest Drug Charges		 N Ninnescah & W D Ave, Kingman
Non-Injury Accident		 300 E Copeland Ave, Kingman

Friday, October 20
Traffic Stop			   1	
Traffic Complaint		  18000 Blk W Hwy 54, Cunningham
Alarm			   8500 Blk NW 20 St, Cunningham
911 Accidental Dial		  11000 Blk NE 10 ST, Murdock
Debris in Roadway		  600 Blk E D Ave, Kingman
Transport Prisoner		  120 N Spruce, Kingman

Saturday, October 21
Civil Paper Service		  4	
Animal Complaint		  NW 20 St & NW 60 Ave, Kingman
Illegal Dumping		  SE 20 St & SE 150 Ave, Cheney
Structure Fire		  N Vail St & W Gibson Ave, Spivey
Follow Up			   100 Blk W Gibson Ave, Spivey
Traffic Complaint		  17000 Blk SW 90 Ave, Zenda
Traffic Complaint		  15000 Blk SE 20 St, Cheney
Non-Injury Accident		 13000 Blk E Hwy 2, Norwich
Warrant Service		  600 Blk E B Ave, Kingman
Follow Up			   600 Blk E B Ave, Kingman

Learn More 
About the 

Cooperatives 
in Your 

Community 
During National 

Co-op Month

ntroductory topics, in-
cluding the definition and 
function of a cooperative, 
the seven cooperative 
principles, patronage, al-
located equity retirement, 
co-op governance, quali-
fied versus non-qualified 
patronage distributions 
and how patronage dis-
tributions are determined. 

Miller hopes the video 
series and other efforts 
during National Co-op 
Month encourage both 
farmers and others to 

learn more about the co-
operatives in their com-
munities. She also en-
courages all to explore 
how they can help make 
decisions and set a strate-
gic path forward by serv-
ing on that cooperative’s 
board. 

“I always encourage 
people to consider getting 
involved in their local 
cooperative,” Miller said. 
“Every co-op is looking 
for good people who want 
to see their communities 
flourish and utilize the 
cooperative to provide 
community resources. 
Check it out; it’s an im-
portant function in our 
rural communities.” 

Learn more about 
Kansas cooperatives or 
check out the Co-ops 101 
video series at https://
www.kansasco-op.coop/.

(con't from page 9)
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Pharmacists

S u b s c r i b e  t o  y o u r 
h o m e t o w n  p a p e r !

 

State Farm Insurance 
Jon Wollen, Agent 
 152 N Main Street 

Kingman, KS 67068 
 Bus: 620-532-3179 

Toll Free: 800-824-6681 
www.jonwollen.com 

 Laubhan, Harbert & Haas, L.C. 
Certified Public Accountants 
Complete Accounting Services 

Tax - Bookkeeping - Payroll      
- Consulting - 

 Joseph A. Harbert, CPA 
217 N Main St.  Kingman, KS 67068 

620-532-3667 
Lorin Haas, CPA 

420 S. Jackson Suite 200
    Pratt, KS 67124 

620-672-3400

Agriculture

KANZA bank 
151 N. Main, Kingman, KS 

620-532-5821 
Lobby Hours  

9-5 M-F
Drive Thru Hours 

 8 - 6 M-F, 8-12 Sat. 
Equal Housing Lender     

Member FDIC  

InsuranceNeville Built
Grain Trailers  

& Custom-Built Trailers 
Dick or Marvin Neville 

5581 SW 50 St. Kingman, KS 
620-532-3487 

1-800-301-3487 

Kingman Real Estate 
SALES AND APPRAISALS
Scott Sparks    532-4242
Nancy Milford    491-0774

Lexi Miller 532-5204
Office   620-532-3581 

146 N. Main, Kingman, KS 
www.kingmanksre.com

Ability - Honesty - Service 

Real Estate

Kingman Drug 
211 North Main,, Kingman, 

 Pharmacists on call 24 hours 
Days - store ph. 532-5113 
Emergency after hours call  

Merlin McFarland    532-3855

Optometrists

Troy Maydew, OD 
Seth Thibault, OD 

Andrew W. Piester, OD
216 S. Oak

Pratt, Kansas 67124 
620-672-5934 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  M - F  

604 N. Walnut 
Medicine Lodge, Kansas 67104 

620-886-3222 
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

1:00 - 5:00 p.m.   
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 

Seth Thibault, OD
Andrew W. Piester, OD

104 West C Ave. 
Kingman, KS 67068 

620-532-3154   
1-800-371-3154 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Monday - Thursday

8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Friday

Dixon’s  
True Value Hardware 

Heating & A/C 
325 N. Main, Kingman, KS 

532-2631

Home 
Improvement

Advertise Your 
Business 

in the Courier 

4C
Cunningham Child Care
Children 8 weeks to 11 years

120 West 3rd  
Cunningham, KS
620-298-2010

Child Care

 

Fitzsimmons Insurance 
Cunningham, KS 67037 

Bus: 620-298-5291
Toll Free: 800-536-5291

For more information
see display ad on pa

Banks

Hospitals and 
Clinics

Accountants Repair Service
Baker Professional 

Accounting Services
Tax Compliance

Process Improvement
Tax Preparation

Tax Planning
Quick Books Consulting

920 E. 1st Street 
Pratt, KS 67124

www.baker-accounting.com
620-672-2502

Trina Wilkerson, AFSP

(620) 491-1771


307 N Ninnescah St  
Kingman, Kansas


www.kingmantaxpro.com


Tax Services

The Pratt  County 
commissioners met in 
regular session Monday, 
October 16, 2023, at 
2:00 p.m. in the com-
missioner room, 1st 
floor of the courthouse. 
The following members 
were present: Thomas W. 
Jones III, Rick Shriver, 
Dwight Adams, Tyson 
Eisenhauer, county coun-
selor, Lori Voss, county 
clerk and Mark Graber, 
IT director.

Hea ther  Morgan , 
economic development/
COVID consultant, get-
ting ARPA filing finished 
for the city of Iuka. She is 
assisting a business with 
job expansion. Governor 
Kelly and Senator Moran 
put out a bipartisan an-
nouncement that Wildlife 
Fish & Game Quivira 
Water impairment found 
a temporary solution that 
works for both parties. 
Wildlife Fish & Game 
support someone from 
state of Kansas to a ra-
tional solution proposed 
to the federal U.S. Fish 
& Wildlife for January 
2025.  Kansas  Farm 
Bureau and Kansas Corn 
Association are pleased 
with U.S. Wildlife & 
Fish as being a partner in 
finding a solution.  More 

gradual solutions to allow 
ag farmers to change what 
crops they are producing.  
Commissioner Shriver 
stated they had already 
tried this and nothing re-
ally was settled. 

Commissioner Adams 
made a motion to approve 
the minutes from October 
9, 2023. Commissioner 
Shriver seconded the mo-
tion. Motion carried 3-0.

Commissioner Adams 
made a motion to ap-
prove the payroll deduc-
tion payment vouchers 
for October 16, 2023. 
Commissioner Shriver 
seconded the motion. 
Motion carried 3-0.

Doug Freund, road/
lake supervisor, report-
ed he had attended two 
classes to be certified for 
KDOT approval to stripe 
county roads. He report-
ed a mower was taken 
in for repair. He stated 
the water will be shut off 
October 23, 2023, at the 
lake. He stated he had not 
received any money from 
FEMA. He is still in the 
process of purchasing 
playground equipment 
for the lake. 

DJ McMurry,  ap-
praiser, presented a con-
tract for Ryan Frazier to 
work for the appraiser 
office. Commissioner 
Shriver made a motion 
to approve the contract 
with Ryan Frazier to per-
form appraisal duties. 
Commissioner Adams 

seconded the motion. 
Motion carried 3-0. 

Commissioner Shriver 
made a motion to recess 
into executive session for 
twenty minutes at 2:20 
p.m. for attorney/client 
matter concerning legal 
matters. Commissioner 
Adams seconded the mo-
tion. Motion carried 3-0. 
Commissioner Adams 
made a motion to return 
from executive session 
at 2:37 p.m. with no ac-
tion taken. Commissioner 
Shriver seconded the mo-
tion. Motion carried 3-0.

Commissioner 
Shriver made a mo-
tion to approve hourly 
raises for the follow-
ing Sheriff’s employees; 
Brian Miller, .50, Dell 
Bertram, .55, Christian 
Anderson, .99, Tanner 
Westerman, .99, Emily 
Lannon, .99, Dawson 
Cox, $1.09, josh Mack, 
$1.20, Robert Deleon, 
$1 .22 ,  Cody Kibel , 
$1.56, Levi Haynes, 
$1.74,  Josh Nelson, 
$1.74, Devon Willard, 
$1.80, Amy Jones, $2.00, 
Buford Johnson, $2.00, 
Tyler  Finch,  $3.00, 
Korey Hagen, $3.19, 
Justin Seaman, $3.69, 
Cameron Quick, $4.40, 
Dan Ailstock, $5.90 and 
Max Barrett, $200.30 bi-
weekly. Commissioner 
Adams seconded the mo-
tion. Motion carried 3-0.

Commissioner 
Shriver made a motion 

to recess into executive 
session for fifteen min-
utes at 2:47 p.m. for an 
attorney/client matter 
concerning 911 com-
mittee. Commissioner 
Adams seconded the mo-
tion. Motion carried 3-0. 
Commissioner Shriver 
made a motion to return 
from executive session 
at 3:00 p.m. with no ac-
tion taken. Commissioner 
Adams seconded the mo-
tion. Motion carried 3-0.

Brian Atteberry, EMS 
director, reported they are 
hosting KEMSA confer-
ence, for continuing ed 
classes for 70-80 peo-
ple, November 17, 18 & 
19 at the public safety 
building. 

He checked into add-
ing a transport van, it is 
not cost effective after 
purchasing the lift cot. It 
will be better to trade a 
truck and replace with a 
transport van but use all 
the equipment in the old-
er truck in the new truck. 
Commissioner Shriver 
questioned if the showers 
had been repaired. Brian 
stated the benches were 
installed but not well. 
He stated someone from 
Harman Huffman had 
come in and checked the 
walls and will report back 
on repairing. 

Commissioner Adams 
made a motion to recess 
into executive session at 
3:08 p.m. for ten min-
utes for an attorney/cli-

Commissioners.
Commissioners re-

turned to regular session 
at 12:20 p.m. with no de-
cision made.

EXECUTIVE 
SESSION:  Commissioner 
Thimesch moved to go 
into executive session 
with LaDawn Stegman, 
Financial Officer and 
Brandon Ritcha, County 
Counselor at 12:20 p.m. 
to discuss pending ad-
ministrative proceedings 
pursuant to the excep-
tion under the Kansas 

Open Meetings, and they 
will return to open ses-
sion in the Board meet-
ing room at 12:25 p.m.  
Commissioner Elpers 
seconded the motion.  
The motion was ap-
proved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Commissioners re-
turned to regular session 

at 12:25 p.m. with no de-
cision made.

MOTION:  
Commissioner Thimesch 
moved to adjourn the 
regular board meeting at 
12:35 p.m. Commissioner 
Elpers seconded the mo-
tion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Minutes from 
Kingman County 

Commission
(con't from front page)

Minutes from 
Pratt County 
Commission

ent matter concerning 
bonds. Commissioner 
Shriver seconded the mo-
tion. Motion carried 3-0. 
Commissioner Adams 
made a motion to return 
from executive session 
at 3:18 p.m. with no ac-
tion taken. Motion car-
ried 3-0.

Chairman Jones made 
a motion to approve 

the payment vouchers 
from October 16, 2023. 
Commissioner Adams 
seconded the motion. 
Motion carried 3-0. 

Commissioner 
Adams made a motion 
to adjourn at 3:22 p.m. 
Commissioner Shriver 
seconded the motion. 
Motion carried 3-0.
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T h e  Cu n n i ng h am  C ou r i er
   3 2 0  Nor t h  St a d iu m  Stre e t

   Cu n n i ng h am ,  K S  6 7 0 3 5
Name_____________________        
Address______________________
City_____________________ State____  
Zip ___________-_________
Subscription Rates: 
In Kansas: $40.00 per year  / Out of State: $45.00
Students: $30.00 and $35.00

This advertising space 
available for $12.00

HouseHouseHousehoFor Sale: Household Items

 

Help Wanted

Advertisements 
are needed

 

Child Care Openings Available

 

Advertising Opportunity

Effective June 1, 2022:  Ads are $6.00 per column 
inch. Front page ads are $10.00 per column inch.  All ads 
are subject to approval of this paper, which reserves the 
right to edit, reject, or properly classify any ad.  Note: The 
views and opinions expressed in advertisements in The 
Cunningham Courier do not necessarily represent the 
views and opinions of the Courier or staff. Errors will be 
corrected when brought to my attention.  
Classified Ad Rates 
$5.00 minimum charge for one-week run. 
DEADLINES: 2:00 p.m. Tuesdays

C-1 Construction

620-532-4195
Soil Conservation Practices, 

Site Grading, Pond Dam Restoration
- SOIL EROSION MEASURES - 

Building Pads
GREG CONRARDY

Cunningham Liquor
OPEN — 11 a.m. to  9  p.m. — Monday thru Thursday

	          11 a.m. to 10 p.m. — Friday & Saturday 
12 noon to 8 p.m. – Sunday
“Cold Brew... Warm Spirits”            298-2033

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, ONE DAY 
updates! We specialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, so 
slip flooring & seated showers. Call for a free in-home 
consulation: 855-382-1221

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD GUITARS! 1920-
1980 Gibson, Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, 
Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie State, 
D'Angelico, Stromberg. And Gibson Mandolins / 
Banjos. 855-454-6658

PAYING TOP CA$H FOR MEN'S SPORT 
WATCHES! Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek Philippe, 
Heuer, Daytona, GMT, Submariner and Speedmaster. 
Call 844-575-0691

Looking for beautiful, energy efficient new win-
dows for your home? Call now and set up your free, 
no-obligation estimate. Beautify your home today! 
895-727-0043

PROFESSIONAL LAWN SERVICE:  Fertilization, 
weed control, seeding, aeration and mosquito control.  
Call now for a free quote.  Ask about our first ap plica-
tion special! 855-288-8649. 

 

Miscellaneous

  
 

BBLLAASSII  
SSEERRVVIICCEE  

Zenda, KS 
620-243-5571 

BEvERages*Snacks*Gas 
Everyday 6am-10pm 

“Where Everyone 
Knows Your Business” 

 

 

Place your 25-word classified in this paper and 135 
more for only $300/ week. Find employees, sell your 
home or your car. Call the Kansas Press Association 
@ 785-271-5304 today!

Conrardy Seeds
Custom Seed Cleaning

7681 SW 80 Ave     Kingman, KS 

(620) 532-5508
AgriPro Alfalfa Seeds

“Wheat is Our Specialty”

Cunningham Auto 
Service

Complete Auto Care
Call Tom or Matt

620-298-2029
cunninghamautoserviceatgmail.com

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills SPECIAL 
$99.00 FREE Shipping! 100% guaranteed. CALL 
NOW! 844-887-7963

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS.  Fast free pick up. All 50 States.  
Patriotic Hearts’ programs help veterans find work or 
start their own business. Call 24/7: 855-612-3543.

Shop w/ A Viasat Expert For High Speed 
Satellite Internet. New Customer Deals In Your 
Area. Nationwide Service. New Service For 2023. 
833-399-3117

HughesNet - Finally, super-fast internet no matter 
where you live. 25 Mbps just $59.99/mo! Unlimited 
Data is Here. Stream Video. Bundle TV & Internet. 
Free Installation. Call 855-980-3374

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No payments for 18 months!  
Lifetime warranty & professional installs. Senior & 
Military Discounts available.  Call: 855-219-8849

Thanks for 
recycling 

     The Courier on 
October 30th  

Recycle  -   Reduce  -   Reuse -   Repurpose

305 North Cedar, Kingman, Kan. 

Phone (620) 532-5744 

Service Hours: 7:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
First Come - First Served

 Funded in Part by KDOT Public Transportation Program 

Kingman Public 
Transportation  

Thank You Note RATES
Use the Courier to say 

"Thank You".  
$.10 per word 

($6.00 minimum)

To reserve the 
Cunningham 

Community Center, 
 contact Molly Morgan at

620-298-3077

Immediate Openings for children ages 2.5 
to 5 years old. Call Debi at 785-259-6745 or 
the care center at 620-298-2010

The Pratt County Farm Service Agency has a 
permanent full-time Program Technician position 
available.  Salary ranges from $34,584 to $60,703 
(CO-4 to CO-7), depending on experience/education. 
Benefits include health, life, retirement, annual and 
sick leave.  Must be a US citizen. High school gradu-
ate or GED. See full vacancy announcement at: http://
www.usajobs.gov (type Farm Service Agency in the 
“what” box and Kansas in the “where” box) for details 
and instructions to apply on-line or by fax.  Complete 
application packages must be submitted online or fax 
by 11:59 pm EDT, November 1, 2023.   

P L E A S E  C A R E F U L LY  R E A D  A L L 
INSTRUCTIONS ON “HOW TO APPLY” and 
“REQUIRED DOCUMENTS”!  Person selected will 
be subject to background investigation.  

USDA is an Equal Opportunity Provider, Employer, 
and Lender.

Daybed+trundle~mattresses & coverlet 
+ more.  $400.00  316-250-3219. 

Please leave a message. 

WANTED: 5 HOMES IN YOUR AREA 
THAT NEED SIDING AND WINDOWS
Five homeowners will be given the opportunity of having 

Western Extreme Composite Siding and/or Energy Saver 
Windows applied to their home at a low cost!

WESTERN EXTREME COMPOSITE SIDING
• Featuring Infrablock Technology
• Engineered specifically for 
 the Western climate
• NEVER REQUIRES PAINTING
• 200 mph windload
• Full insulation package
• Exclusive Double Lifetime Warranty

ENERGY SAVER WINDOWS
• #1 rated manufacturer in 

North America
• Western climate 
 ENERGY STAR package
• Custom made for an exact fit
• Tilt in sashes for 
 easy cleaning
• Lifetime warranty

Beautify Your Home Today With New Siding & Windows
!! SPECIAL OFFER !!

Both of these amazing new products are being introduced to 
your market. Your home can be a show home in your area. We 
will make it worth your while if you allow us to show your home. 
Call now for show home details.

Financing 
Available 

WAC

LIMITED TIME OFFER
5 Homes Only Call Now To Qualify

CALL NOW! Nationwide Builders 888-540-0334
Limited Time Offer. 3 generations of experience at work for you. www.nbcindustries.com

 

Auction

Saturday, October 28 @11AM Art Auction 
Raymers, Sandzéns

Regional and National Artists 224 S. Main, 
Lindsborg, KS www.lesterraymer.org
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Advertise 
with

The Courier

Check the 
Blessing Box 

east of the 
Methodist 
Church.
Anyone can 

give or take 
from the Blessing 
Box at any time. 

Geary Brown

Cleo's Flower Shop
229  N. Main in Kingman

kingmanksflorist.com
(620) 532-3883

***
221 N. Main in Cheney

cheneyksflorist.com
(316) 542-0054

Sheila Jayne, Owner/Operator

Cards by Roberta Kobbe
Handmade Greeting 

Cards for sale.
Shop for cards at Cleo's 

in Kingman and Cheney, 
Ye Olde General Store 

in Norwich and Market 
54 on Main in Pratt or contact me.

Will mail or deliver.
Cards and stamps make nice gifts for shut-ins.

620-298-2659

Raccoon 
Quilt Company

101 E. Main, Harper, Kansas
O v e r  1 0 0 0  B o l t s  o f  F a b r i c  P a t t e r n s 

  -  To o l s   -   N o t i o n s
J U S T A R R I V E D   -  

“ F L U I D I T Y,  1 0 8  i n c h  b a c k i n g  f a b r i c ”
C l a s s e s  s c h e d u l e d  o n  B a g s  &  Q u i l t s

H o u r s :   W- F  1 0 - 5 :  S a t  1 0 - 2
S h o p  o n l i n e ,  c a l l  o r  v i s i t  u s .

316-259-3914
Web site  www.raccoonquilt.com,  

email:  9square@raccoonquilt.com

Gary Ryder

Reita Jewah

Upcoming Auctions
Monday, October 30, 2023 - 

Nursing Home Personal Property 
Liquidations 533 E 4th St, St 
John, KS Leisure Homestead

------
For more information and a complete 

list of auctions, see our website at 

www.hammauction.com  
107 NE State Road 61,  Pratt, Kansas, 67124

620-672-6996

Denise Sutton
Geraldine A. “Geary” 

Brown, 83, died Oct. 21, 
2023 in Wichita.

She was born Feb. 8, 
1940, at Hays, Kansas 
the daughter of Benjamin 
and Loreen Schutte 
McCaskey.

A longtime resident 
of the Spivey commu-
nity, she was the retired Postmaster at the Spivey 
Post Office.

Geary was a member of the Kingman Methodist 
Church; and the Order of the Eastern Star.

On April 13, 1956, she married A.D. “Dee” Brown 
at Kingman; he died May 13, 2022.  Survivors include 
son Larri and Becky; daughter Jacki Cunningham 
and her husband Tony; brother Benny McCaskey; 
sister Sharon Eisler; grandchildren Trevor and wife 
Jessica, Maci and husband Tommy and Shelbi; and 
great-granchildren Levi, Lawson and Cooper.

Funeral services will be 2:00 p.m., Friday, at the 
Livingston Funeral Home, Kingman.  The family will 
receive friends from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., Thursday 
at the funeral home.  Burial will be in the Walnut Hill 
Cemetery.

Memorials may be made with the Kingman Health 
Care Center in care of the funeral home.

Gary D. Ryder, 63, 
died Oct. 23, 2023 at his 
home in Kingman.

He was born May 
8, 1960, at Gordon, 
Nebraska the son of 
Charles and Joyce Vetter 
Ryder.  A Kingman resi-
dent since 1978, he was 
a retired stone mason.

Gary is survived by 
his sons and their wives, 
Steven and Alicia, Chris 
and Alli, Jonathan and Jessica, Andrew and Leeann, 
Cody and Ashton, Jason and Reacheal, Blake, Noah 
and Mikey; daughter Sarah Schriner and Gage; brother 
Gene; and sister Laurie Ryder; and numerous grand-
children.  He was preceded in death by his parents; a 
son Matthew; and brother Dale.

Funeral services will be 10:00 a.m., Saturday, Oct. 
28, 2023, at the Livingston Funeral Home, Kingman.

The family will receive friends from 5:00 p.m. to 
7:00 p.m, Friday at the funeral home.  Burial will be 
in the Hoosier Cemetery.

Memorials may be made with Kingman Healthcare 
Center in care of the funeral home.

D e n i s e  E l a i n e 
Sutton, 62, passed away 
Monday, October 23, 
2023 at Ascension Via 
Christi St. Francis in 
Wichita. She was born 
on March 4, 1961 in 
Pratt to Larry and Janice 
(Scheinder) Moorhead. 
Denise married Larry 
Sutton on December 23, 
1977. He preceded her in 
death on March 14, 2016.

Denise worked for Dillons, KwikShop in both 
Pratt and Greensburg and Elder Care. She also worked 
alongside Larry with his appliance repair business. She 
loved doing ancestry.com, researching old photos, be-
ing on social media, putting together jigsaw puzzles, 
playing on the computer and watching old westerns 
and movies.

She is survived by her daughter, Susan (Heath) 
Webster of Cunningham; sisters, Dawna Moorhead 
and Debbie (Dan) Jackson both of Minnesota; grand-
daughter, Tasha Falkinburg; sister in-law, Gale (Ralph) 
Voss; brother in-law, Mark Sutton of Cullison; close 
niece, Tara (Don) Lemon of Pratt; and numerous other 
nieces and nephews.

Denise is preceded in death by her parents; husband, 
Larry Sutton; and brother, Steve Moorhead.

Cremation has taken place. Friends may sign the 
book Thursday, October 26, 2023 from 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 
p.m. at Larrison Mortuary, 300 Country Club Road, 
Pratt. A graveside memorial service will be held at 
3:00 p.m., Friday, October 27, 2023 at Coats Cemetery, 
Coats with Reverend Karen Lemon presiding.

Memorials may be made to American Cancer 
Society in care of Larrison Mortuary. Online condo-
lences may be made at www.larrisonmortuary.com.

Reita Charlene Jewah, 87, passed away Monday, 
October 23, 2023 at Diversicare of Sedgwick. She 
was born on May 1, 1936 in Kiowa County, Kansas to 
Harvey Leander and Beulah Fern (Caddell) Canfield.

Reita graduated from Mullinville High School in 
1954. She worked as a dispatcher for Kiowa County 
Sheriff Department. She enjoyed playing Rummy 
and Pitch.

She is survived by her daughter, Vickie (Rickie) 
Moore of Pratt; sister, Joyce Marlene Allison of Valley 
Center; grandson and caregiver, Jeffery Eckles, Jr. of 
Valley Center; son in-law, Jeffery Eckles of Wichita; 
grandchildren, Tasha (Joe) Patalano of Pennsylvania, 
Tonya Ortega of Hutchinson and Cody Moore of 
Kansas; niece, Shelly (Scott) Thomas of Sedgwick; 
seven great-grandchildren; one great-great grandchild; 
and many great nieces and nephews.

Reita is preceded in death by her parents; ex-hus-
band, Joseph "Joe" Jewah; daughter, Jenise Eckles; 
and brother in-law, Elvin "Pete" Allison.

A graveside service will be held at 1:00 p.m., 
Friday, October 27, 2023 at Greenlawn Cemetery, 
Pratt.

Memorials may be made to Harry Hynes Hospice 
in care of Larrison Mortuary, 300 Country Club Road, 
Pratt. 


