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Minutes from Kingman
County Commission

Chairman Henning called the Board
of County Commissioners meeting to
order at 8:30 a.m. October 2, 2023, in
the County Commissioners room at the
Kingman County Courthouse. Present:
Jerry Henning, Chairman; Patrick
Elpers, Commissioner; Jack Thimesch,
Commissioner; Carol Noblit, County
Clerk

Brandon Ritcha, County Counselor

Visitors: Bob Morris, Kingman
Leader-Courier; Larry Landwehr;
Mr. Enyart; Leslie Schrag, Economic
Development Director; Julie Lyon

Online Visitors: Caller 01, Tracy
Winsor

Staff: LaDawn Stegman, Financial
Officer; Jamie Smith, County Treasurer;
Amber Hartley, County Appraiser;
Macay Ewy, Emergency Management;
Sheriff Wood and Charles Arensdorf,
Public Works Director.

Chairman Henning asked if there
were any additions to the agenda.

Chairman would like to have an atty-
client executive session with the County
Counselor.

MOTION: Commissioner Thimesch
moved to approve the agenda with
an atty-client executive session.
Commissioner Elpers seconded the
motion. The motion was approved
upon the unanimous vote of the County
Commissioners.

Chairman Henning asked if there
was any public comment.

Larry Landwehr discussed that he
attended the City of Kingman meeting
last Thursday and the tone was better.

Chairman Henning thanked Bob
Morris for his opinion in the paper.

Chairman Henning asked Mr. Morris
what his thought was on the moving of
the award winning EMS Director to the
City Clerk position.

Mr. Morris discussed that it is an
appointed position and not an elected
position.

Commissioner Thimesch thanked
Mr. Morris for his opinion that he puts
in the paper.

The Commissioners discussed that
they have never said they would change
the way EMS is run or let any employee
go if they were to take over the EMS.

Amber Hartley, County Appraiser
was in to discuss the GIS system and
that it needs some updating.

Ms. Hartley presented a quote from
SAM Surveying and Mapping, LLC for
KS Topology Clean-up/Ag reports at a
price of $6,875.00.

Commissioners would like the
County Counselor to review the contract
before approving.

Leslie Schrag, Economic
Development Director was in with an
update for the County Commissioners
on things that she has been working on
and what has been done.

Ms. Schrag asked the Commissioners
if they will still continue the improve-
ment program in 2024.

Chairman Henning said he would
like to continue but the application
would have to be approved by the
County for the County share.

Commissioner Elpers asked the sta-
tus of a processing plant in Norwich.

Ms. Schrag said there are some
grants available for meat processing
plants.

Carol Noblit, County Clerk and
Tonja Stamm, Courthouse Maintenance
were in to discuss some things being
done around the courthouse.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:
Commissioner Elpers moved to go
into executive session with Carol
Noblit, County Clerk, Tonja Stamm,
Maintenance and Brandon Ritcha,
County Counselor at 9:25 a.m. to dis-
cuss an individual employee evaluation
pursuant to the exception under the
Kansas Open Meetings Act for discus-
sion of non-elected personnel matters of
nonelected personnel in order to protect
the privacy interests of the individual
to be discussed, and they will return to
open session in the Board meeting room
at 9:40 am. Commissioner Thimesch
seconded the motion. The motion was
approved upon the unanimous vote of
the County Commissioners.

County Clerk submitted the
September 25, 2023, Commission meet-

m

ing minutes for approval.

MOTION: Commissioner Elpers
moved to approve the September 25,
2023, Commission meeting minutes.
Commissioner Thimesch seconded
the motion. The motion was approved
upon the unanimous vote of the County
Commissioners.

Macay Ewy, Emergency Manager
and Sheriff Wood were in to let the
Commissioners know that the tower
installation is finished.

Mr. Ewy discussed the reception that
the tower has improved for around the
county services.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:
Commissioner Thimesch moved to
go into executive session with Sheriff
Wood and Brandon Ritcha, County
Counselor at 10:05 a.m. to discuss pend-
ing administrative proceedings pursuant
to the exception under the Kansas Open
Meetings Act, and they will return to
open session in the Board meeting room
at 10:15 a.m. Commissioner Elpers
seconded the motion. The motion was
approved upon the unanimous vote of
the County Commissioners.

Commissioners returned to session
at 10:15 a.m. with no decision made.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:
Commissioner Thimesch moved to
go into executive session with Sheriff
Wood and Brandon Ritcha, County
Counselor at 10:15 a.m. to discuss pend-
ing administrative proceedings pursuant
to the exception under the Kansas Open
Meetings Act, and they will return to
open session in the Board meeting room
at 10:20 a.m. Commissioner Elpers
seconded the motion. The motion was
approved upon the unanimous vote of
the County Commissioners.

Commissioners returned to session
at 10:20 a.m. with no decision made.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:
Commissioner Thimesch moved to
go into executive session with Macay
Ewy, Emergency Manager at 10:25
a.m. to discuss an individual employee
evaluation pursuant to the exception
under the Kansas Open Meetings Act,
and they will return to open session
in the Board meeting room at 10:40
a.m. Commissioner Elpers seconded
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the motion. The motion was approved
upon the unanimous vote of the County
Commissioners.

Commissioners returned to regular
session at 10:40 a.m. with no decision
made.

Jamie Smith, County Treasurer was
in to discuss banking and possibly
changing banks because fees are high
and interest is low.

Commissioners said to make sure
to include all banks inside the County
when looking.

MOTION: Commissioner Elpers
moved to approve Resolution 2023-R 16,
A RESOLUTION OF THE BOARD
OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
OF KINGMAN COUNTY, KANSAS
WITHDRAWING FROM THE
KANSAS COUNTY ASSOCIATION
MULTILINE POOL. Commissioner
Thimesch seconded the motion. The mo-
tion was approved upon the unanimous
vote of the County Commissioners.

Charles Arensdorf, Public Works
Director was in with an update on 607,
361 and SW 70 St, Hot Mix Projects.

Mr. Arensdorf gave an update on
Bridge Replacement of FF.7-6.0 on old
54 Hwy.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:
Commissioner Thimesch moved to
go into executive session with Sheriff
Wood and Brandon Ritcha, County
Counselor at 11:25 a.m. to discuss pend-
ing administrative proceedings pursuant
to the exception under the Kansas Open
Meetings Act, and they will return to
open session in the Board meeting room
at 11:40 a.m. Commissioner Elpers
seconded the motion. The motion was
approved upon the unanimous vote of
the County Commissioners.

Commissioners return to open ses-
sion at 11:40 a.m. with no decision
made.

MOTION: Commissioner Thimesch
moved to adjourn the regular board
meeting at 11:43 a.m. Commissioner
Elpers seconded the motion. The mo-
tion was approved upon the unanimous
vote of the County Commissioners.

Census Survey: Nearly
250,000 Kansans

without Health Coverage

~~ Kansas Rate of Uninsured
Per Capita Surpasses U.S. Rate
for Second Year ~~

TOPEKA — The U.S. Census
Bureau recently released its American
Community Survey l-year estimates,

indicating nearly 250,000 Kansans lack
health insurance. The survey reflects
data collected in 2022 to assess health
insurance coverage rates across Kansas
and the United States.

For the second consecutive year,
Kansas’ uninsured rate for working-
age adults surpassed the national rate.
Kansas’ rate was 12.5% compared to
the U.S. at 11.3%.

Governor Kelly announced yester-
day that her top priority for this com-
ing legislative session is Medicaid

expansion by kicking off her “Healthy
Workers, Healthy Economy” tour.
Medicaid expansion would give thou-
sands of working Kansans access to
affordable health care.

“While 40 other states have ex-
panded Medicaid, Kansas continues
to lag behind the nation in health care
coverage because the legislative has yet
to accept the federal funding — which
Kansans have already paid for through
taxes — needed to get more workers
insured,” Governor Laura Kelly said.

“That’s unacceptable. Kansans should
call their legislator and urge them to
expand Medicaid this upcoming legis-
lative session.”

Prior to the implementation of the
Affordable Care Act by other states,
the rate of Kansans with health care
coverage was better than the nation.
Since the Legislature hasn’t expanded
Medicaid, the rate of uninsured Kansans
has trended closer to or exceeded the
national uninsured rate.

MEDICARE VERSUS MEDICARE ADVANTAGE

)

IT'S IMPORTANT TO KNOW THE DIFFERENCE. WE CAN HELP!

PUSLIC MEETTINGS

MONDAY

THURSDAY

WEDNESDAY

’
KINGMAN

OCTOBER 23 AT 5:30PM OCTOBER 26 AT 1.00PM NOVEMBER 1 AT 2:00PM
KINGMAN EXPO CENTER KINGMAN SENIOR CENTER KINGMAN EXPO CENTER

Exceptional Care.
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Meanderings

Is anyone else tired
of flies? Nasty little
creatures, those buzzing
annoyances.

skokok

Major Rant: You know
what I have a hard time
understanding? Extreme
wealth. Not just people
who are wealthy, but
EXTREME wealth. Elon
Musk extreme wealth (net
worth $250 billion); Jeff
Bezos extreme wealth
($80 billion net worth);
Warren Buffet extreme
wealth ($42 billion net
worth). And the list goes
on. How is that the richest
442 people in the United
States own more than /2
the rest of the population?

How do they have all
this money and yet we
have people in this coun-
try living in the streets
and parks and alleyways?
How is it they can have
all this wealth and many
of the people who work
hard for their compa-
nies don’t make a living
wage?

Let’s take a look at
the Walton (Walmart)
siblings. Jim, Rob, and
Alice. In 2017 their net
worth was about 40 — 42
billion dollars EACH.
Then came the tax cuts
enacted during the
Trump administration.
This allowed these al-

ready obscenely wealthy
people to increase their
net worth by about 60-
65%. In September of
2023, a mere 5 2 years
later, their net worth is
65 to 70 billion dollars
EACH. YET... many
people in who work for
their companies are on
government assistance:
Medicaid, WIC, food
stamps, etc. There are
more Walmart employees
on government assistance
than another company.
McDonald’s is close
behind.

How is this allowed
to happen? I don’t under-
stand the need for all that
wealth. Maybe to buy
politicians to make tax
cuts and create subsidies
for your company so that
you can get richer?

Notable companies
with a large number of
employees on federal aid
include Amazon, Kroger,
Dollar General, and other
food service and retail
giants.

People only want free
assistance from the gov-
ernment so they don’t
have work? Many of us
think this is true in all
cases. But guess what?
About 70% of the 21
million federal aid ben-
eficiaries worked full
time as stated in a re-
port by the Government
Accountability Office. So
these people are working
fulltime for billionaires
and living off of the sub-
sidies provided by tax-
payers like you and me.
What is with that? [ really
want to curse the more |
think about it.

I am sure these work-
ing people would love to
save money for a house
or a car or well, any-

thing. But if they can’t
even live on the wages
they are getting, how
can they even begin
to save for the future?
Meanwhile one of the
owners of the company
they work hard for, lives
in a multi-million dollar
home on Park Avenue
in New York City. The
Walton ‘kids’ never had
to work a day in their
lives. Their wealth was
inherited. They pay peo-
ple to do everything for
them: cook, clean, bank,
invest, run errands. They
do not work for their
money, and they can’t
even pay the people who
earn them this money
enough to live on. Well,
if they aren’t going to pay
them a living wage, then
by all means, tax them to
the heavens.

I saw a video clip of
Representative Katie
Porter from California
grilling the CEO of Wells
Fargo. Katie Porter is a
fierce advocate for the
working class. The clip
is two or three years old,
but worth watching. She
asked the man if Wells
Fargo was profitable. He
‘believed’ so. She told
him that Wells Fargo
profits were about 20
billion a year. In the clip
she also tells the man
that according to a re-
cent study 1/3 of bank
tellers in America re-
quire public assistance
as they do not earn a
living wage. She told
him the study also said
that American taxpayers
fork out $900,000,000 a
year just to help subsi-
dize bank tellers. But get
this... this man makes
a salary of $31,000,000
a year.

Why is this allowed
to happen? I know that
capitalism is supposed to
be good .. but come on.
This is not good. Not at
all. T get so upset about
this. I don’t understand
how people cannot see
how totally wrong and
skewed this is.

We are so quick to
judge low-income people
based on the few facts
we know about them,
yet we don’t use these
same judgements when
assessing a billionaire’s
worth. “They shouldn’t
have kids until they have
money to afford them.”
Well, you know what?
Kids happen. Job losses
happen. Emergencies
happen. There are any
number of reasons people
have kids but don’t have
money. Get over it.

“If they can’t afford
insulin they need to get
a job that pays better
benefits. She shouldn’t
have been a custodian.
She should have gone to
school -- then she could
probably afford insur-
ance.” What is with that?
It is a very wrong world
when we have to have
a job just to provide
ourselves and our loved
one with medical care.
Does anyone else think
this is way off base?

People working in
retail have beautiful
nails or high dollar hair-
cuts? Well, maybe, just
maybe they have press
on nails that cost a few
bucks. Or they work ata
salon part time because
they can’t afford to live
on the skimpy wages
they earn working for
billionaires who don’t
give a flying rat’s pa-

tootie where the money
from their filet mignon
comes from. Or maybe
their sister is a stylist and
does her nails for free.
Or maybe their husbands
have a good job and they
are working retail for
something to do while
he’s away on his job as a
truck driver or salesman.

Everyone who works
deserves to earn a living
wage and they deserve
to experience the dignity
that comes with owning
their own home or be-
ing able to buy groceries
for their family. Tax the
obscenely rich. Or make
them pay living wages.
I’m tired of propping up
their ill-gotten wealth
with my tax dollars.

sksk

Rant over. For now.

Always reading,

and currently reading,

“A Really Awesome
Mess”

by Trish Cook and
Brendan Halpin,

Roberta

“The Seven Social Sins
are:

Wealth without work.

Pleasure without
conscience.

Knowledge without
character.

Commerce without

morality.

Science without
humanity.

Worship without
sacrifice.

Politics without
principle.

From a sermon given by
Frederick Lewis Donaldson
in Westminster Abbey,
London, on March 20,
1925.”

— Frederick Lewis
Donaldson

“Books are the treasured
wealth of the world and the
fit inheritance of genera-
tions and nations.”

— Henry David Thoreau,
Walden

“Seek not greater wealth,
but simpler pleasure; not
higher fortune, but deeper
felicity.”

— Mahatma Ghandi

ot
g @iconawrites

Rationally | know | am not
immortal. Emotionally | keep
buying books as though | was.

Tallgrass and
Tombleweeds
by Gaille Dike

Dear Readers,

No matter what
tricks life is throwing
at me, I find treats are
far more bountiful this
time of year. That’s part-
ly because I know so
many October babies
and birthday celebrations
keep me partying all 31
days. But more than cake
and candy corn, [ feel
spoiled by all the joy I
feel when pumpkins are
around. [ understand that

some folks may not enjoy
pumpkin pie and I agree
that the “pumpkin spice”
craze gets out of hand,
but PUMPKINS are just
plain fun.

I don’t remem-
ber buying pumpkins
as a child. We always
grew our own. In a prac-
tice that dates back at
least a hundred years,
we grew pumpkins with
corn. I don’trecall notic-
ing the vines wind their
way through the stalks
or noticing when they
bloomed. Nor did I pay
attention when their fruit
swelled under their thick

broad leaves until those
dark green orbs morphed
into harvest ready, eye
catching, gleaming-in-
the-sun orange.

The pumpkins
my brothers and I chose
for our Jack O’ Lanterns
would be set aside. We
lined the rest up along our
front porch and walk and
Mom would give them
away to neighbors or any-
one else who stopped by.
Though there aren’t many
trees in Western Kansas,
we did have a couple
in our yard and what
a pretty scene it made
when they dropped their

leaves. When raked, the
pile wasn’t big enough
for my brothers to jump
in but it was big enough
for me. And I remember
a time when they took me
by the arms and legs and
threw me in it.

In my mind’s eye, |
see us. They are laughing
as they swing me one-
two-three before they
fling me. I am giggling
as I sail aloft and glide
on a gust. And I know
I’m inventing memory
now as [ land and look
up into my brothers eyes,
their smiling faces fram-
ing the sky before they

all reach for me, lifting
me laughing out of that
pile. I'suspectI begged to
be thrown again but what
I remember next is sit-
ting with the pumpkins,
mirthfully out of breath,
watching my brothers set
the leaves on fire.
Perhaps this is
why I get giddy every
time I see pumpkins—be-
cause they take me back
to a moment my brothers
and [ got boisterously
silly together. It’s not
that I don’t have other
shining sibling memo-
ries. Of course I do. But
our age range spanned a

decade (and of course, I
was a girl) so we were
rarely interested in the
same games. In hind-
sight, my brothers prob-
ably weren’t playing with
me that afternoon. It’s
more likely they’d been
told to watch me while
they raked and disposed
of the leaves. Yet I am
hard pressed to remember
feeling more loved. Orus
having more fun together.

Until next
week—keep your eyes
on the stars and your back
to the wind.

Juigh

..
KANSAS FARM BU

Fall Traditions

by Greg Doering

Fall harvest is in full
swing on our central
Kansas farm.

Despite the smat-
tering of golden tri-

angles fluttering in my
yard, there’s still plenty
of green leaves shim-
mering from the cot-
tonwoods in my neigh-
borhood. Normally by
mid-October these gi-
ant trees have shed the
majority of their leaves
and the ones left have
turned a pale yellow. Of
course, aside from nar-
rowly missing our first
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frost, there haven’t been
too many days that have
felt like fall recently.

Soon enough though,
the cottonwoods and oth-
er trees will turn color
and drop their leaves.
I’ll have to get out the
rake to clean up the yard
and dust off the ladder to
unclog gutters. Despite
its late appearance, fall
is coming and so is the
work it brings.

This realization hit me
recently because another
fall tradition managed
to sneak up on me: local
elections. Somehow ad-
vance voting starts this
week. It seems like the
candidate filing deadline
was just yesterday, but
Election Day on Nov. 7
is almost here.

I know these local
contests that determine
who will serve on school
boards and fill city coun-
cil seats don’t garner the
attention of state and fed-
eral elections. Despite the

lack of a spotlight, these
races are more important
to your daily life than any
other elected position.
Local officials de-
cide what roads get built
and fixed, how money is
spent for schools, what
types of buildings can
be built (and where they
can be built) and how to
support local businesses
and incentivize growth.
The reason most of
these decisions are made
at the local level is be-
cause you know your
community better than
anyone else. That’s why
it’s vital need to pay at-
tention to who is running
and give your support to
candidates who under-
stand the challenges fac-
ing your community.
Voting in any election
is a crucial part of up-
holding your civic duty,
but casting a ballot is
the easy part. Your pri-
mary job is to identify
the candidates who can

best represent your be-
liefs. Sometimes it’s not
difficult to find those
candidates, while in some
races you have to do your
research.

Either way, those who
volunteer for these un-
paid positions deserve
our gratitude. They’re
signing up for the thank-
less job of spending their
evenings making deci-
sions for the entire com-
munity, often with few
people in the audience,
which is why your civ-
ic duty doesn’t end on
Election Day.

You don’t have to at-
tend every meeting, but
if you run into a school
board member at the gro-
cery story or see your
city commissioner in
church every Sunday;, it’s
good to have a short talk
with them about what’s
happening in your com-
munity. It’s OK to voice
your opinion on current
events and politely point

out areas where you may
disagree. You may not
change their mind after
one talk, but it might help
them better understand
your point of view.

Like raking leaves
and cleaning gutters,
there’s plenty of tradi-
tions to tend to as we
enter the heart of fall. Be
sure you add casting a
ballot to the list sometime
between now and Nov.
7. Afterall, regardless of
who wins, they’ll surely
be making decisions that
affect you.

“Insight” is a weekly
column published by
Kansas Farm Bureau, the
state’s largest farm orga-
nization whose mission is
to strengthen agriculture
and the lives of Kansans
through advocacy, educa-
tion and service.

Copyright © 2023
Kansas Farm Bureau, All
rights reserved.
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YEARSAGO IN

e Commingho Cliper

W. A Bradley / William Bradley

1943

Oct. 15 —Work on the Helium plant west of town is
progressing at a more rapid pace now and daily takes
on more of the shape of a vital war industry, although
probably several months more will be necessary to
complete the plant.

In the plant proper two large collecting tanks are
being erected, a water tower erected, several long
engine sheds being built, and a cooling tower in the
process of being built, in addition to the warehouses
and offices first built. A guard tower has been built
in the northeastern corner of th eplant site, and the
pipeline tying the Skelly Gasoline Plant to the Helium
plant has been laid.

Fifteen of the 50 company houses are practically
completed. These houses are 5 and 6 room, of prefab-
ricated material, and are being covered on the outside
with gray asbestos shingles.

Oct. 22, 1943 — Clipper Suspends Publication Until
Hitler’s and Hirohito’s Funeral Services — With this
issue the Clipper suspends publication for the dura-
tion and it is with deep regret that we are forced to do
so. But Sunday night will find our son, Bill, on his
way to Fort Leavenworth for an induction examina-
tion into the armed forces, and circumstances over
which we have no control make the closing of our
shop imperative.

...In closing down for the duration as other news-
papers, over the state and country, have been forced
to do, we are protected by a state law, passed in the
last session of the State Legislature, by which we do
not lose our legal status in closing and may resume
publication within six months after cessation of hos-
tilities without loss of legal standing.

... We will bid a fond farewll to all, hoping that the
time may be short until we will again be greeting you
from the columns of the Clipper after Victory is ours.

Mrs. W. A. Bradley, Editor

1948
Oct. 15, 1948 — Miss Dorothy Steffen, bride-elect
of Clair McElwain, was feted with a kitchen shower
Wednesday evening at the home of Mrs. Bill Bradley.
Virginia Bradley assisted.

Ahead-on collision, between a 1938 Dodge, driven
by Mrs. Horace Nichol of near Cairo, and a 1948
Ford station wagon, a block west of Main Street on
U.S. 54 in Cunningham, Tuesday afternoon, resulted
in injuries to both car’s occupants, and considerable
damage to both automobiles.

Oct. 22, 1948 — Best Buy in Bikes. Schwinn-built
Bicycles for boys and girls now on display at the Fee
Hardware Company.

J. F. Schump

Real Estate

Farm Loans

and Insurance

Phone 2
Cunningham, Kansas

1953

Oct. 16, 1953 — A group of young people enjoyed
a skating party last Thursday at Penalosa. The party
honored Private Ralph Bayer who was home on
furlough.

Oct. 23, 1953 — With the cooperation of the
Community Men’s Club, the Ninety-Niners, an
organization of women airplane flyers of Wichita,
have painted a huge air marker on the roof of the
Cunningham Rural High School building. The name
“Cunningham” has been painted in bright yellow
letters ten feet high across the entire length of the
building.

The Senior Class at Cunningham Rural High
School will hold their annual Halloween Carnival
and Box Supper next Thursday evening, October 29,
in the High School Auditorium.

1958

Oct. 16, — It was “Good Neighbor Day” at the Ray
Amick farm, Tuesday.

A group of neighbors, equipped with tractors and
drills, gathered at the Amick farm and put in Mr.
Amick’s wheat crop. Mr. Amick is recovering from
a phlebitic leg condition.

Eight tractors and drills made short work of the
154 acres, completing the sowing in about six hours.

Oct. 23, 1958 — Mr. and Mrs. Dwayne Elliott of
Pratt, announce the birth of a son, Wednesday, October
22, at the Pratt County Hospital.

He weighed seven pounds, four ounces, and has
been named Scott Wayne.

Maternal grandparents are Mr. and Mrs. Seth
Whitmore of Cunningham, and paternal grandfather
is Harrison Elliot of Preston.

1963
Oct. 17 — Elmer Childress of Wichita, well known
gospel singer appearing daily on KARD-TV (Channel
3), will present an evening’s program of gospel songs
and religious hymns in the Cunningham Rural High
School Gym tonight (Thursday), beginning at 7:30
o’clock.

A barn on the Gaylen Barker farm west of Cairo,
containing some 3,000 bales of hay, was struck by
lightning and destroyed by fire.

Oct. 24, 1963 — Fairfield crushed Cunningham by
a 66 to 6 score in a Ninnescah League football game
here last Friday night.

William S. (Pat) Grier, 68, farmer, grain dealer,
and stockman, died at his home in Cairo, Monday,
following a brief illness.

1968
Oct. 17, 1968 — One of the larger land transactions
in this area was closed the last week. Sold was the
Clem Penka Ranch of 1,280 acres, just northeast of
Cairo. Purchasers of the land and the 150 head of
Penka Angus cows were Mr. and Mrs. Keith Cornelius
of Custer City, Okla.

Oct. 24, 1968 — The Nashville-Zenda High School
Band and the Nashville Grade School Band, under the
direction of Eddy Emerson, will participate in the pa-
rade and homecoming activities at Northwestern State
Teachers College in Alva, Okla., Saturday.
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October 19 — Saturday was a long but exciting day
for the Cunningham Volleyball team as the first part
of our season’s dreams came true. We won the title of
League champs by defeating three teams. There were
eight teams playing Saturday in the league tournament
at Skyline. -Coach Diana Ross

Dr. William R. Kimel, dean of engineering at
the University of Missouri, Columbia, will discuss
“Perceptions of an Engineer Visiting the People’s
Republic of China” at a public colloquium Friday,
Octobe 26, at 3:30 p.m. in Room 212 of the K-State
Union.

Kimel, former head of the KSU department of nu-
clear engineering is president of the AmericanNuclear
Society. Kimel has been engineering dean at MU for
the past 10 years,.

The Cunningham native went to China this past
May as a member of an ANS delegation under a cul-
tural exchange program.

Kimel’s talk is sponsored by the student branch of
the American Nuclear Society at K-State.

Krohler Antique gold velvet divan extra long, ex-
cellent condition. $185.

A miscellaneous bridal shower was held for Sandy
Adelhardt, bride-elect of Kent Scripsick on Monday
evening, October 14" at the United Methodist Church.

1983

October 20, 1983 — Doug Hageman has been
named the Hutchinson News Eight-Man Player of
the Week by the newspaper after Friday night’s game
with South Haven. With both teams being undefeated,
Hageman led the way to an 18-8 win. Cunningham
remained undefeated and ranked number two in eight
man division II.

Hageman ran 237 on 32 carries and scored two
touchdowns. He scored on runs of 27 and 28 yard runs.
Coach Warren Meireis is impressed with Dough’s
ability, he plays tailback on offense, linebacker on
defense, returns punts and returns kickoffs. He had
four tackles and 10 assists Friday night.

Wednesday, October 26 beginning at 6:30 p.m. the
U.F.O. of the United Methodist Church will be out
collecting donations door to door for UNICEF. The
United Childrens Fund is used to help buy food and
clothing for those children who are less fortunate than
some of us throughout the world.

A donation of any amount will be greatly appreci-
ated. The local U.F.O. group has performed this ser-
vice for many years.

Thursday Mrs. Mark Osner and Mrs. Hala Laas of
Salina visited with Mrs. Iva Dyche. Mr. Laas left for
Frankfort, Germany to join her husband who is in the
military service there.

The Cunningham High School juniors took the
PSAT NMQT test October 17.

The purpose of the test is to prepare the juniors to
take the SAT tests when they become seniors. PSAT is
an acronym for Preliminary Scholastic Achievement
Test. NMQT is an acronym for National Merit
Qualifying Test. This test qualifies the juniors for
merit scholarships.

in benefits and payments

then schedule a full inter-
view. Find more informa-
tion about SSI at www.

providing service in per-
son or online, our goal is
help you understand what

O han 70 milli
S ANENG to more than million
;//fﬁlsfﬁ\; beneficiaries. In addi-
) = . . s
%\/fslw o tion, we issue millions

Celebrating 88
Years of Social
Security

For 88 years, Social
Security has provided
income protection to mil-
lions of retirees, people
with disabilities, depen-
dents, and families that
lose a wage earner. This
year, we will administer
more than $1.3 trillion

of Social Security num-
bers each year, maintain
wage records, and more.
We are proud to serve the
American people every
day.

To better serve you,
we have prioritized our
online customer experi-
ence. Our website SSA.
gov makes it easier for
you to find what you
need. More than 180 mil-
lion people visit our web-
site every year. Whether

A/,

you may qualify for and
transition you to an ap-
plication process.

We have also worked
to make sure our pro-
grams, particularly
Supplemental Security
Income (SSI), remains
accessible to the people
who need it most. Last
year, we launched an on-
line tool that allows you
or your representative to
request an appointment
to file for SSI and protect
your filing date. A Social
Security employee will

ssa.gov/ssi/.

We remain commit-
ted to helping maintain
the well-being and pro-
tection of the people we
serve. We strive to ensure
that every person who is
eligible for or receives
benefits gets them timely
and accurately. That is
how we help you secure
today and tomorrow.

Please share this infor-
mation with your friends
and loved ones who may
need it.

itzsimmons
INSURANCE

Locally owned and
operated for over 30 years
Crop*Auto*Home*Farm*Commerical*Life
116 N. Main
PO Box 398
Cunningham, KS

(620) 298-5291 or (800) 536-5291
www.fitzsimmonsinsks.com
Leann@fitzsimmonsinsuranceks.com

FitzSimmons Insurance Agency, Inc. is an independent insurance agency
and an equal opportunity provider

Museum Hours
Tuesdays, Thursdays,
and Saturdays
9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

or contact
Angie Mertens at 620-532-4354 or
Alan Albers at 620-298-2725 or
Mike McGovney at 620-770-9503

(Volunteers Needed

at the museum)

Comfortably Dumb

by Bruce Quast

©2023 Bruce Quast

“This wouldn’t be any kind of
a record, would ite”
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B Column by
Mike Johnson

Hit By a
Tornado

Focus has power.

In 2012, a small tor-
nado hit our hobby farm
& ripped off the granary
roof. The roof flew 30
feet high, smashing into

a tree outside our bed-
room window. A loose
2x4 punctured the house
like a dart.

A harmless board, in-
tensified by extreme fo-
cus, became a missile ca-
pable of blasting through
walls.

The same power exists
inside our mind. What
we focus upon expands.
What we ignore shrinks.
How we use this focus

determines the quality of
our life.

Our focus is a great
slave but a horrible mas-
ter. It works both ways.
Focus on good and we
feel great. Focus on bad
and we feel miserable.

The quality of our life
is too important to leave
this focus on auto-pilot.

The good news is
that with practice, we
can harness our focus to

achieve uncom-

mon results.

All it takes
is awareness.
Vigilant, constant,
awareness.

Want to know
how you’re doing?
Look at your
life. Your aware
and unaware focus
created it all.

WE WERE DUNK
WAY BEFORE THOSE
OONUT PEOPLE

CARNGEPOINTENURCH CON

Catholic Churches

Sacred Heart, Cunningham
Sundays 10:00 a.m.

St. Leo
Saturdays 4:00 p.m.
Father Roger Lumbre
620-243-5451
620-246-5370
TTTTTT
Lutheran Churches

St. John, Zenda
Saturdays 5:30 p.m.

St. Peter Willowdale
Sundays 8:30 a.m.

-

| essons and Carols

Sacred Scripture, Community Choir, Community smal( ensembles, Vocal solos, Instrumental
ensembles, Instrumental solos.

Lessons and Carols service Sunday, December Tth Sacred Heart Catholic

Church 3:00 pm

Contact Eric Kerschen for more information. erickerschen®usd332.com
Community rehearsals on Sunday 300 pm at Sacred Heart Church beginning on

November 5th

~

Droplets to the
Four Winds

By Tracy Nunes

I looked up from my
book at the sound of
her uncontrolled delight;
a moment caught in
time. Droplets of water
spread out toward the
four winds, held forever
in suspended animation.
Her face overflowed with
the joy of a puddle, mud
and all. The world around
was inconsequential, its
cacophony silent. That
moment, the sound and
feel of her tiny pink boots
slapping the water were
all that mattered.

No more than two feet
wide, yet for her, like
walking on the vastest
sea; the thrill of it caused
a squeak of glee and then
silly gut-laughing that
took her breath away.
Over and over she danced
till she finally tired of
the game. Breathless,
spent and deeply satis-
fied, she wondered back
to her Mom’s side, look-
ing ready for a snack and
a nap. As they walked
away, her Mom tucked
away her phone with the
photographic evidence to
recall the joy in the years
to come.

I returned to my mys-
tery, a rare luxury to be
reading in the park; a
retreat from the demands
at home.

Moments later [ heard
light footsteps that once
again caused me to look
up. The woman was a
pair of decades older than

me, but seemed able bod-
ied and had a purposeful
stride. She slowed as she
approached the puddle
and assessed the small
strip of pavement around
it that separated it from
the muddy grass.
Looking down at her
clean, waterproof ga-
loshes she judged the
state of affairs. With a
grimace, and a heavy
sigh of resignation, she
tip-toed around the pud-
dle, and returned to her
forward pace. The condi-
tion of her heart was con-
firmed by the downward
curve of her lips and the
tightening of her brow.
Somehow, the wonder of
the puddle went unseen.
I watched her walk
away. My gaze returned
to the puddle and then
down to my new shoes
and back down the path
to the woman. Something
arose unbidden within
me; a nudge, a hard push
and then a decision to
be made. Though mo-
ments before my comfy
bench was a reprieve
from a hard world, it now
seemed a mile marker
toward death of the soul
and spirit. The nudge tri-
umphed over apprehen-
sion of how I would look,
or if I was being sensible.
Being of sound mind
and limited budget, I re-
moved my shoes; the feel
of the grass and pave-
ment were unfamiliar on
my pampered feet. A tiny
stone pricked my tender
flesh and I considered
abandoning the silly idea

that I entertained. But,
the looks on the faces
of the girl and wom-
an flashed in my mind
and the nudge took over
again. | gingerly stepped
into the puddle and ren-
dered a small yelp at the
surprisingly cold water.
I look around to see if
I was being watched. 1
was.

A man was sitting
under a cherry tree en-
sconced in a folding
chair; his eyes peered
over the top of his book
but then looked away at
my glance. I had a deci-
sion to make. Was it worth
public humiliation?

I continued on.

I stepped from foot to
foot, slowly at first, and
then picked up the pace.
Before long I was mak-
ing respectable splashes
and little - then big -
hoots. One thing led to
another and I abandoned
myself to the thing ris-
ing within me; my spirit
and His, a damp dance of
joy... a moment in time.

Though mud clung to
my feet and splashed on
my rolled up jeans, I lin-
gered in the wild wetness
of it until I was spent,
breathless and drained
of the soul sludge that
I brought to the park.
Satisfied, I returned to
my bench, picked up
my shoes and book, and
floated out of the park.

As I passed the man in
the chair, he was looking
at his shoes.

St. John, Nashville
620-246-5220
Sunday School & Bible Class

Trinity, Medicine Lodge
620- 886-3397
Sunday School & Bible Class

9:45 a.m. 9:15 a.m.
Worship Service Worship Service
8:30 a.m. 10:30 a.m.

Our worship service is found on the YouTube channel at:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCrenCH12I9nmpcojCFyYLA

Pastor vacancy until further notice.

TTTTTT
Church of Christ

Penalosa
Sunday 11:00 a.m.

e

TTTTTT

First Christian Church
Cunningham
Sunday School 9:30 am
Morning Worship 10:45
Sunday Evening Worship 6:00
Jr High Youth Group 4:00 pm Sunday
Sr High Youth Group 7:30 pm Sunday
Wednesday Prayer Service 7:00
Pastor Mike McGovney 620-298-3201

TTTTTT
United Methodist Church

Penalosa
Worship 9:15 a.m.

Cunningham
Worship 10:45 a.m.
Pastor Mathew Ndambuki Musyoki
620-298-2090
Zenda
Worship 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School: Children 8:30 a.m. Adults 10:00 a.m.

Pastor J L Nichols
\ o tot acon J

Check the Blessing Box east of the Pethodist SChurch.
PBnyone can give or take from the

Blessing Box at any time.

Giving Opportunities in our Community
4C Day Care Leave a donation with the Methodist Church.

West Kingman County Education Foundation
Use your Dillon's Card!  (to donte contact Janet DeWeese 620-298-2717)

Hands of Hope (contact any church)

Cunningham Alumni Scholarship Fund
(send checks to the West Kingman County Education Foundation)

Cunningham Community Center (leave donation at the bank)

Lions' Club (Money is being raised to dig a well in the village of Kakindu, Kenya)
Cunningham Museum (to donate contact Alan Albers or Mike McGovney)
Cunningham Public Library (to donate, contact Kerri Steffen)
Cunningham EMS (to donate, contact Monte Rose or Kathy Albers)

Cunningham Hands of Hope,

Inc.

Who: A Not-for-Profit (601c3) organization providing
assistance through donations and volunteers.

Who we serve: Residents within the USD #332 school dis-
trict

What: Food
When: First and Third Tuesday 2:00-5:00 p.m.
Where: 117 N Main (Old School Board Office)
Why: To provide food assistance to those in need.

How: Attend weekly distribution. Adult of household must be
present.

Do you need assistance outside distribution hours?

Please call 620-491-0292 and leave a message. Your call will be returned as
soon as possible.This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
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JH Lady Cats vs. Central Christian

Katie Ogg

Keyonna Huffman
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JH Wildcats vs. Reno County Sabres
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Head Coach:  Bart Ricke
Assistant Coach: Colin Little

Manager(s): Cooper Neufeld, Jace Oldham

# First & Last Name Grade Weight Position
4 Adam Sterneker 8 129 E/B

5 Weston Rogers 8 110 E/S

10 Carson Strohl 7 107 E/S

11 Andrew Kerschen 8 115 B/S

12 Wesly Preisser 7 110 B/LB

14 Tyler Osner 8 128 E/B

15 Sevi Romine 8 144 L/L

20 Cole Hageman 8 143 B/LB
21 Liam McGuire 7 134 B/LB

24 John Paul Kerschen7 113 E/B/S
32  Gunner Glenn 8 145 L/L

33 (Caden Johnson 7 172 L/L

34 Colton Rohlman 7 132 E/B/LB
40 Jeremiah Slayden 7 134 L/L

42  Wyatt King 8 160 L/L

44 Kane Reid 7 138 L/L

50 Cole Gridley 8 170  L/L

55 Brody Bock 8 173 L/L

66 Hank Adams 8 158 L/L
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The Wildcats playing a little defense

Tyler Osner

Molly Morgan photos
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Brody Bock

K-State Child
Development
Expert
Encourages
Youth to Visit
older Adults

Children, as ‘social
beings,” benefit from in-
teractions with previous
generations

K-State Research and
Extension news service

MANHATTAN, Kan.
— It may seem that en-
couraging younger chil-
dren to visit older folks is
primarily for the benefit
of the adults.

Bradford Wiles says
research does show that
intergenerational connec-
tions reduces loneliness

and boosts happiness for
older adults. But, he adds,
the same studies indi-
cate that spending time
with older adults helps
younger children develop
life skills and a sense of
who they are.

“Children learn
through interactions with
other people. We’re so-
cial beings,” said Wiles,
a child development
specialist with K-State
Research and Extension.
“The variety of contacts
children can have can
teach them about them-
selves — what they like,
what they don’t like,
what other people have
experienced.

“That’s all part of
growing up, particular-
ly in early childhood.

They’re really starting
to develop their under-
standing of other people’s
beliefs, thoughts and de-
sires. As they’re working
with a variety of people —
in particular, older adults
— it helps them have an
understanding of the pas-
sage of time, different
experiences, and provides
them with another adult
with whom they can con-
nect, learn and teach.”
Wiles said young-
er children develop life
skills by better under-
standing other people’s
talents and perspectives.
While they get some of
that from interactions
with parents, teachers and
perhaps coaches, many
of those relationships are
with people of similar

ages and experiences.

“When you add an
older adult, you get a
radically different per-
spective,” Wiles said.
“Younger children are
generally demonstrating
different talents and dif-
ferent ways of engaging
than they do in the more
structured environments
of family and school.”

Older adults also can
often offer their undivid-
ed attention that, Wiles
says, reaffirms the value
of the older adult to the
community, as well as
providing the attention
that children crave more
than anything.”

“So often we know
that the solution to some
of the issues in early
childhood is attention.

We can’t always provide
that. If we’re in the mid-
dle of fixing our plumb-
ing, we can’t stop and
play ball with our kid. It’s
important to recognize
that as parents we can’t
give our undivided atten-
tion all the time.”

Wiles said intergen-
erational relationships
benefits older adults by
providing cognitive prac-
tice and engagement.

“We know that social
engagement, more than
anything, is the most
protective factor against
age-related declines in
cognition, thinking and
mobility,” Wiles said.
“So the more opportuni-
ties we can provide for
children to engage with
older adults, the better off

the older adults will be,
and the children benefit
as well.”

Wiles encourages
older adults to connect
with a local preschool or
K-12 school system to
ask about opportunities to
visit classrooms and share
experiences. A national
program — Generations
United — is an example
of opportunities available
to help bring older adults
and children together
with structured activities.

More information
on child development is
available online from
K-State Research and
Extension, and at lo-
cal extension offices in
Kansas.
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Cats Take Down
the Titans

The Cats took to the
road on October 6th for
a scenic trip to Leroy
to take on the Southern
Coffey County Titans,
who had 6 of their 11
players suited for the eve-
ning. The game started off
on a positive note with
Stephen Kerschen receiv-
ing an attempted onside
kick. What was supposed
to be a safe kick turned
into a 19-yard return deep
into Titan territory. The
Cats struck paydirt in just
one play when Will hit

Luke Albers for a 27-yard
touchdown pass. Cats up
6-0 with only a few sec-
onds off the clock.

The defense stopped
the home team on 4
downs with their back
to the endzone. It took
3 plays for the Cats to
score with Trent catching
a 5-yard pass from Luke.
Layne kicked the 2-point
conversion, so the Cats
enjoyed a 14 point lead.
History repeated itself.

The Wildcat defense
was stingy holding the
Titans to no yardage to
speak of. The Titans did
get the punt away though,

so the Cats got the ball
around mid-field. After
two incomplete pass-
es, Will connected with
Luke M for a 47-yard
touchdown strike. Layne
nailed another PAT Kick
to stretch the lead to 22-0.

On the next defensive
series the Titans strug-
gled to move the ball
again. After three downs
Southern Coffee could
not get off a punt and the
Cats took over in great
field position. Skyler
caught a pass from Luke
for 11 yards and a few
plays later Jack punched
the ball in the endzone on

a l-yard run. The extra
points kick by Layne was
good again. Cats up 30-0.

After the ensuing kick
the Titans tried again to
crack the Wildcat de-
fense. After 2 downs of
little success, Trent made
it worse by sacking the
QB to bring up 4th and
very long. They did get
the punt off, but Luke
returned it 36 yards for
a TD. Layne put the ball
through the uprights for
his fourth in a row and a
38-0 lead.

Trent got his second
sack of the night when
the defense took the field

again, but the Titans did
move the ball a bit on
the series. Eventually
the Cats clamped down
the defense to keep them
from the endzone. It took
the Wildcats 2 plays to
score as Layne ripped off
a 46-yard TD run. That
put the lead at 44 to 0.
The defense did
enough to get the offense
back on the field without
any real damage. The of-
fense marched right down
the field. Layne had an
11-yard run followed by
Kollin with a 12- yard
run. Layne finished the
drive with a 9-yard TD

run and then tacked on
the 2 point kick. That
put the Wildcat lead at
5210 0.

The game ended be-
fore half with the Wildcats
on defense and an injured
Titan. The Titans had not
had much luck keeping
6 healthy players on the
field. With the Cats on
defense, they did not feel
they could continue the
game.

-by Coach Lance
McGuire

9

With district play
wrapping up in a week,
the Wildcats hit the
road to play the Burrton
Chargers. The programs
are in different places
right now. We are fortu-
nate to be talented and
deep with many differ-
ent weapons on display
Friday night.

The Chargers were
only close to stopping
the Cats twice the entire
game. After receiving
an onside kick the Cats
started the game in great
field position and never
relinquished it. On the
first drive the Wildcats
logged a 5-play scoring
drive. Luke had an 11-
yard scramble.

Two plays later he had
a 16-yard run. Then Will
found Luke on a short
pass that went for 16
yards and a score. Dagim
hit the kick, so Cats up
8-0 in about a minute and

a half of work.

The Chargers went
backwards several plays
and tried an ill-fated pass
on 4th down and 20. With
Jack and Albers closing
in on a sack their QB tried
apass that went nowhere.
The pass did not go for-
ward, so no official blew
their whistle. Live ball!
Dylan scooped it up and
scored. Dagim connected
with the two point kick.
Cats up 16-0.

The Chargers went for
it on 4th down the next
time their offense took
the field. They did not get
a first down and the Cats
responded by scoring on
2 plays. Luke found Will
for a short pass that Will
weaved his way to the
endzone for a 17-yard
score. 22-0. The Chargers
again went for it on 4th
down.

With Jack and Trent
breathing down his neck,

Molly Morgan photos

the QB took a chance and
threw a jump ball to his
crossing receiver. Luke
Albers jumped higher
and wanted the ball more.
He ripped the ball away
from the receiver and
then streaked to the end-
zone for the score. 28-0.

The Chargers tried
a punt on 4th and long
when they had a chance
but that didn’t work ei-
ther. Luke returned the
ball 20 yards, then Jack
took over on first down
running for a 14-yard TD,
right through 2 would-
be tacklers to get there.
Dagim was good for the
kick. 36-0.

The next series for
the Chargers was short-
ened by a greedy Luke
Albers who picked off
the Burrton pass with
one hand. Up big, the
older guys handed the of-
fense over to the younger
Wildcats. They were just

as hungry as the varsity.

Layne rushed for 18
yards and then Skyler
put the ball in the en-
dzone with a 12-yard
run to finish a two-play
drive. 42-0. With young
guys mixing in, the Cat
defense was still stin-
gy. Dylan and Andrew
teamed up for a tackle.
Dylan punched the ball
out on the play that was
recovered by Stephen,
giving the Cats a short
field to work with.

The boys executed
a “new” play just like
it was drawn up. Cole
Ruckle sealed the edge,
Logan Kinsler kicked out
the outside defender, and
Layne made a guy miss
for a 5-yard score. Dagim
kicked in the extra points
for a 50-0 lead.

Burrton tried another
series but could not find
any room anywhere. On
4th down they tried an-

Dagim Reed
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Layne Green
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other punt. However,
Andrew blocked the punt
which was scooped up by
a waiting Stephen and
promptly ran into the
endzone. 56-0. It took
just 3 downs for Burrton
to need to punt again.
Kollin Fischer got con-
trol of the ball on the 27
yard line. Behind some
good blocking, and some
spinning moves Kollin
nearly scored and was
barely stopped on the 2
yard line. Layne plunged
into the endzone for a 2
yard TD run. Layne then
tacked on the 2 point
conversion. Cats up 64-0.

After another defen-
sive stop, Stephen started
the drive with a 20-yard
run. Then a little un-
conventionally, the Cats
lined up for a field goal
on 1st down. Why not?
We haven’t tried that yet!
It didn’t seem to make
Dagim nervous, and he

hit a 27 yard field goal
(4pts in 6-man rules).
68-0 for the new lead.

The defense was
not done terrorizing the
Chargers. Under pres-
sure from Layne, the QB
threw what looked to be
a completion. However,
Kendall Rogers decided
to intercept the ball while
seated on the ground. The
Cats had to punt the ball
for the first time of the
game. The game ended
with the Wildcats on de-
fense nearly getting a
safety.

On the night, the Cats
scored on the ground and
in the air which is how
we roll. But the Wildcats
went above and beyond
by scoring on an inter-
ception return, punt block
return, fumble return, and
a field goal. Lots of fun
for lots of boys from the
Red and white team!
by Coach McGuire

P
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Head Coach:  Lance McGuire

Assistant Coach(s): Eric Kerschen

Manager(s):  Brody Halderson
#  First & Last Name Grade Weight
1  Dagim Reed 11 147
3 Luke Albers 11 156
4 Luke McGuire 12 157
6  Blake Swope 10 149
10 Will Wegerer 11 135
12 Payton King 11 191
13 Dylan Halderson 10 185
15 Skyler Thimesch 10 157
20 Layne Green 9 167
22 Stephen Kerschen 9 174
23 Logan Kinsler 10 134
34 Jack Ruckle 12 200
36 Kollin Fischer 9 140
40 Kendall Rogers 10 139
44  Cole Ruckle 9 159
77 Trenton Schnittker 11 249
81 Andrew Schultz 10 201
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Cross Country Competes at League Meet

= —.F\\»\ ... 4 _‘\ ] ‘ i
Coach Ingrid Ricke, Ethan Kostner, Ada Adams, Will Halderson, Jack Harden, Myles Thimesch,
Sean Kostner

To say I was proud of these runners would be
an understatement! Yesterday was our league meet
and they did an outstanding job competing against
teams in our league and the Wheat State league. They
poured their hearts out in very windy conditions. Ada
Adams finished 4" in league and 11" overall earn-
ing two medals along with a personal best of 24:53.

Jack Harden finished 9" in the league and 16%
overall, earning one medal with a 20:11.

Will Halderson gutted it out and earned 1% in the
league and 7" overall with a 14:19.

Myles Thimesch finished 3™ in league and 9™
overall.

Ethan Kostner finished 10" in league and 15" over-
all in the mile with a personal best of 11:55.

Sean Kostner finished 23" in league and 43" over-
all with a time of 25:23.

These Wildcat runners did a wonderful job this year
and showed a lot of improvement. Congratulations to
each of them. Ada and Jack will compete next week
in the regional meet.

-Coach Ingrid Ricke-

Lady Wildcats in Action
—
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Ellie McGuire Kyra Morgan

Rylee Miller

Maranda
Lohrke
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Live banker = 1-on-1service » Open most holidays = Check images on receipts
No transaction slip required = Drop and Go options available

INTRODUCING

INTERACTIVE

EXTENDED HOURS

s 7/ -Monday - Friday 8am-7pm

Saturday 9am-12pm

Member

FDIC

kanza.bank
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Governor Shares
Statement on
Herington
Hospital Closure

~~Herington
Hospital is now the
8th Kansas Hospital
to Close Since
Kansas Has Had the
Option to Expand

Medicaid~~

TOPEKA - Today,
Governor Laura Kelly
released the below
statement in response
to Herington Hospital’s
announcement that it
is closing as of today,
October 11.

“Herington Hospital
has been a fixture in the
Herington community for
over a century. The news

of its closure is devas-
tating to the employees
losing their jobs, citizens
who relied on the hospital
and its clinics for essential
care, and the nearby busi-
nesses the hospital sup-
ported. Our Department
of Commerce Rapid
Response Team has
reached out to Herington
leaders and will be shar-
ing resources with em-
ployees who are now
looking for work.

“This closure makes
clear the absolute ne-
cessity of expanding
Medicaid this upcom-
ing legislative session.
Eight hospitals have now
closed since we’ve had
the option to increase ac-
cess to affordable health
insurance and support
our hospitals, and over
half of our rural hospitals

are at risk of following
suit. Kansas legislators
cannot continue to turn
their backs on the 78%
of Kansans—their con-
stituents—who want to
expand Medicaid and
save their hospitals.”

Here's How Medicaid
Expansion Would Support
Kansas Hospitals:

Rural hospitals in
states that have not ad-
opted Medicaid expan-
sion are six times more
likely to close than rural
hospitals in states with
expansion.

Researchers have
found that hospitals in
expansion states, and
particularly those in rural
areas, are better off finan-
cially and are less likely
to close.

58% of rural Kansas
hospitals are at risk of

closing, and 28% are at
immediate risk of closing.

Here’s What They’re
Saying:

“I’m disappointed to
hear about the closing
of Herington Hospital.
Rural hospitals play an
essential role in the live-
lihood of small towns
like Herington by cre-
ating jobs and provid-
ing necessary care. This
loss is a blow to both
the residents and local
economy. Expanding
Medicaid will help pre-
vent other small Kansas
communities from los-
ing their hospitals in the
near future. Failing to
expand Medicaid is just
another one of the many
attacks on small Kansas
communities from state
government. That’s why
I urge the legislature to

pass Medicaid expansion
in the next session.”

-Dave Baker,
Former Kansas State
Representative, District
68, Herington and
Junction City

“There are many is-
sues facing rural and ur-
ban hospitals across the
country, including work-
force shortages, finan-
cial challenges, stagnant
reimbursement, infla-
tion and increasing sup-
ply costs, demographic
changes and regulato-
ry barriers. These chal-
lenges are not limited
to hospitals in Kansas.
Hospitals in Kansas
unfortunately face in-
creased uncompensated
care costs due to the lack
of Medicaid expansion
and a higher number of
uninsured patients. In ad-

dition, many of our rural
areas have an aging and
decreasing population
which may lead to less
volume to cover needed
hospital expenses.”

-Chad Austin,
President and CEO,
Kansas Hospital
Association

“Health care is criti-
cal to sustaining our ru-
ral communities, which
is why it is so important
to support policies such
as Medicaid expansion
that would make it more
financially viable to op-
erate a hospital in ru-
ral Kansas. It’s tragic to
see Herrington Hospital
close. We should do
everything possible to
prevent future closures.
As a state, with the most
financially vulnerable
(con't on page 12)

(A moonlit night, a band pIaying...)
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Harvest Barn Dance

When the farm harvest is stored away,
there is a bit of time left to play;

"Let's have a barn dance," the donkeys bray,
stacking up seats using bales of hay;
"With apples and doughnuts!" the horses neigh,
"And tune up your fiddles for a holiday!"

Follow
the dots 2
tosee! 1 %

37
35 ®

e

| steal crops
at noon,
I'm crazy as
aloon,
| can't carry
atune,
so | dance
out here
by the light
of the moon!

2. I might pull wagons or plows

3. | protect the sheep from coyotes

4. | lay eggs for the farmer’s breakfast

5. llive in a hive and make a sweet
nectar for the farmer’s tea

6. | have hooves and horns and will
chew on just about anything

7.1 have long ears and am known
for being very swift

$ , Who's
S©
® 3

What farm animals are at the old barn dance?

1. I carry the farmer’s pack on
my back to market

8. | crow at sunrise to wake

up the farmer

9. I'honk and fly in a ‘V’ formation

10. | give the wool for warm sweaters

11. | chase the mice away

12. | give fresh milk to drink

13. | have a bill and lots of feathers,
and love to quack in the rain

14. | keep foxes out of the
chicken coop

15. I have a flat snout and a curly tail

e Dancing

®5

<> Only birds
1< should dance
\ on roofs!

h Find words on
this page that
rhyme with:

dog horse -
sheep 2 cat 10D play
/ pig -
honeybee 1 o
hen May | have

godt llama o this dance? 2. plow
donkey Co- Delighted!) | — — —

6 3. oat

goose

rooster - — —

duck ° Abarn | 4. bat

He T danceis a
10| danceina o

9 barn. Ina

— city, it might |[ 5. prance
12 | be held in a

1 13 (ageroom. J}
It is a chance
15 to get together 6. moose
with friends and > 5

(7

By Moonlight?

When one is done practicing with the bow

he can fiddle around plucking the strings! What’S

Follow the color\
key to see!

B = Brown
K = Black
T=Tan

Y = Yellow

Decorating the Barn!

Help Peak get his basket of pumpkins and gourds to the barn so he can decorate for the harvest dance!

)

)

)

D)
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Newspaper Fun! Created by Annimills LLC © 2023
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(Answers on page 10)




The Cunningham Courier Serving Cunningham and

Surrounding Communities

Thursday, October 19, 2023

page 10

[} [}
Hilltop Happenings

Sorry folks, it has been an eventful few weeks
and I missed column deadlines but I’'m back and I
thank you for understanding. It does not matter what
goes on in the world, or our personal lives, we are
responsible for keeping it “business as usual” here at
Hilltop, and that is just what we do!

Thankful, Grateful, & Blessed

We here at Hilltop are so very grateful for Father
Roger and the others that accompanied him to the
Holy Land are safely home. Our prayers continue for
the people of Israel.

Controlled Chaos!

Residents who have pets and are able to care for
them, are welcome at Hilltop, and employees can
bring their special buddies if they are friendly and
well behaved (and house broken). Many residents
ask about furry friends when they aren’t here, and
there is usually a list of residents who would love to
snuggle a fur baby for a while. This last week, we
had three dogs in the building, and while that sounds
like it would be crazy, you often don’t even know
they’re here. Studies have proven that pet therapy
is very beneficial for residents, and our residents
certainly seem happier when our four-legged friends
are in the house!

One Person’s Trash ...

Could be your treasure! The Cunningham City-
Wide Garage Sales are Saturday, October 21, and
Hilltop is on the list! Come see us!

Until next week, God Bless!

Stacie Swaney DVM
620-532-5544

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday,
from 8:00 - 5:30
(except during lunch 12-1)
on Wed., from 8:00 - 12:00
Call for Saturday hours.

\ 1015 East U.S. 54, Kingman, KS

Kingman County

10 Things You
May Not Know
About Farmers
and Ranchers

I began writing about
farmers and ranchers in
2015 as an outsider-look-
ing-in because I wanted
to understand how ag-
riculture works. Here
is what I learned about
them.

Family Matters

It is important to farm
and ranch families that
they work together as a
family. It’s common to
find grandparents, par-
ents, children and cous-
ins working the farm.
Although each has dif-
ferent roles, they know it
takes all of them pulling
the load together wheth-
er you're five years old
or 95 years old.

Sustainability is a
way of life, not a clever
concept or marketing
ploy.

When you meet a
farmer, they self-identity
where they are in the long
line of farming tradition
by saying, “I’m a third
generation (or fourth or
fifth) farmer.” Most fami-
lies have been farming
the same piece of land
since President Lincoln
started the Homestead
Actin 1862. They under-
stand future generations
must have good soil and
water to produce crops,
so sustainability is criti-
cal to family succession.

Farming is a way of
life, not a career.

Unlike many children
who wonder what they’1l
be when they grow up,
many children of farm
families want farming to
be their destiny. I’ve seen
five-year-old children
playing with toy trac-
tors on the living room
floor discussing planting
times, crop rotation and
when to sell their crops.

They are highly
educated.

Don’t let a little barn-
yard on their boots fool
you, farmers and ranch-
ers are highly educated
with at least a bachelor’s
degree if not a masters
and PhD.

They care deeply
about soil.

To me, it’s dirt, but to
a farmer, the soil under-
foot is a complex system
of organisms that take the
seed they put in and do
what they like best; grow
things. If you want to see
a farmer’s eyes light up,
ask them about the soil
they have on their farm.
Then prepare to enter
their world of awe and
admiration of the soil that
grows your food.

They are experts in
multiple disciplines.

I know of no other
profession that requires
as many varied skills as
that of farming. Farmers
don’t wear just one hat;
they wear numerous
hats and excel at each of
them. They are scientists,

Humane Society Pets Ready for Adoption
Stitch

Sponsored by Baker Accounting

Shylo

Sponsored by Baker Accounting

A

Female Husky / Mixed Breed (Large)

CEOs, mechanics, glob-
al trade experts, finan-
cial experts, technology
geeks and policy wonks.

They are a tight-knit
community, whether
it is local, national or
international.

It is common for
farmers to drop whatever
they are doing to help a
neighbor in distress. I’ve
seen farmers fire up their
combines to harvest the
crops of a neighboring
farmer who has cancer.
I’ve watched a convoy
of 50 trucks go from
Ohio farmers to Kansas
farmers whose livestock
and crops were wiped out
with wildfires. I know
farmers with a half-mil-
lion-dollar tractor who
travel to Africa to help
farmers who still use
oxen.

They bring us hope.

Farmers and ranch-
ers are eternal optimists.
Each new seed planted,
or baby calf born is a
deliberate act of hope.
However, Mother Nature
has been particularly bru-
tal to Midwest farmers.
One day she’s their best
friend with rain and sun-
shine and the next she’s
their worst enemy with
drought and blizzards. I
have interviewed them
during these times, and
you see a tear trickle
down their cheek at the
grief of their loss, but a
deep resolve to start all
over again. And again.
And again. I know of no
profession that lives on
faith and hope like farm-
ers do.

They understand the
global economy.

When I drive by a

<
A
]
red
g

atilda

THE MUSICAL

wheat field glowing gold
in the summer sun, I of-
ten sing, “Oh beautiful
for spacious skies, for
amber waves of grain.”
However, the farmer
looks at it and wonders
if they’re going to lose
money again this year
because of the trade wars.
I take the grandkids by
the dairy so they can
moo at the cow, but the
people who wake at 4 in
the morning to milk those
cows wonder how much
longer they are going
to lose money because
of Canada and England
changing their import
policies.

They value hard
work.

It is my opinion that
every high school and
college student should
spend at least a semes-
ter working on a farm.
Not only will they learn
where their food comes
from, they will learn how
sweet sleep is that comes
from physical exhaus-
tion. Farmers start before
the sun comes up and
work long after it sets.

If you don’t person-
ally know a farmer or
rancher, I encourage you
to make friends with one.
Spend time with them
and you will understand
why I admire them.

You can find one
near you on our website,
www.shopkansasfarms.
com.

Rick McNary is a
leader in bringing people
together to build commu-
nity and reduce hunger in
sustainable ways.

60+ pounds

2 years +

$180.00 Male Domestic Shorthair
Shylo has been at the shelter since July 31, 2023 4 pounds +

Good with other dogs g;glonths +

People friendly
Can belt out tunes like no one else! Loves opera and Stitch has been at the shelter since July 11, 2023
showtunes.

Kinda looks like Liza Minnelli don’t you think?
She’s the sweetest girl- loves to relax on her dog bed.
Very clean too/ she waits til she goes outside like a
good girl!

Shiloh is very smart too! She knows how to sit and
loves lots of attention!

Please consider volunteering or
adopting or fostering or donating
to your local Humane Society

arn Dance .
A * Did youfine

When the farm harvest is stored away,

there is a bit of time left to play;

"Let's have a barn dance," the donkeys bray,
stacking up seats using bales of hay;

"With apples and doughnuts!" the horses neigh, Pla

2
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Kingman County Sheriff's Report

Sunday, October 1
Traffic Stop

Animal Complaint
Disabled Vehicle
Monday, October 2
Traffic Stop

Civil Paper Service
Non-Injury Accident
Follow Up

Alarm

Suspicious Person
Follow Up
Disturbance
Medical
Trespassing
Miscellaneous
Tuesday, October 3
Traffic Stop

Civil Paper Service
Transport to DOC
Traffic Complaint
Injury Accident
Non-Injury Accident
Return of Property
Abandoned Vehicle
Disabled Vehicle
Follow Up

Follow Up
Non-Injury Accident
Alarm

Agency Assist
Mental

Traffic Arrest
Wednesday, October 4
Non-Injury Accident
Traffic Complaint
Found Property
Suspicious Vehicle
Thursday, October 5
Theft

Mental

Transport Prisoner to Court

Mental Evaluation
Traffic Complaint
Traffic Complaint
Damage to Property
Friday, October 6

1
15000 Blk E Hwy 2, Norwich
SE 10 St & NE 70 Ave, Kingman

2

3

13000 Blk E Hwy 2, Norwich
1100 Blk E Hwy 54, Kingman
200 Blk S Main St, Norwich
400 Blk N Joliet St, Kingman
120 N Spruce, Kingman

300 Blk E D Ave, Kingman
400 BIk E A Ave, Kingman
300 Blk E D Ave, Kingman
120 N Spruce, Kingman

5

3

120 N Spruce, Kingman

SE 20 St & SE 120 Ave, Murdock

600 Blk S Main St, Kingman

16000 E Hwy 54, Cheney

120 N Spruce, Kingman

11000 E Hwy 54, Cheney

6000 E Hwy 54, Kingman

120 N Spruce, Kingman

400 Blk E F Ave, Kingman

14000 Blk W Hey 42, Nashville

200 Blk N Parkway St, Norwich

15000 Blk NE 50 St, Cheney

4000 Blk NE 150 Ave, Cheney
14000 W 42 Hwy, Nashville

11000 Blk E Hwy 54, Cheney
13000 W Hwy 54, Cunningham
800 Blk NE 20 Ave, Kingman

SE 100 St & SE 70 Ave, Kingman

15000 Blk NE 10 St, Cheney

400 Blk East A Ave, Kingman

130 N Spruce, Kingman

120 N Spruce, Kingman

200 Blk E 1st St, Cunningham

SW 170 Ave & S Hwy 42, Nashville
W Hwy 42 & SE 40 Ave, Rago

Traffic Stop

Civil Paper Service
Citizen Assist
Follow Up

Animal Complaint
Found Property
Mental

Theft

Theft

911 Accidental Dial

Saturday, October 7

Suspicious Vehicle
Abandoned Vehicle

Damage to Property Report
600 Blk SE 140 Ave, Norwich

Theft

Traffic Complaint
Miscellaneous
Traffic Complaint
Disturbance
Follow Up
Traffic Complaint
Medical
Disturbance

Sunday, October 8

Traffic Stop

Civil Paper Service
Follow Up

Follow Up

Traffic Complaint
Trespassing
Disabled Vehicle
Disabled Vehicle
Traffic Complaint
Burglary

Traffic Complaint
Animal Complaint
Traffic Complaint

Monday, October 9

Miscellaneous
Miscellaneous
Animal Complaint

Tuesday, October 10

Traffic Stop
Non-Injury Accident
Vehicle Fire
Miscellaneous

Wednesday, October 11

Suspicious Person
Non-Injury Accident
Animal Complaint

3
6

1100 Blk N Main St, Kingman

1200 BIlk N Pine St, Kingman
6000 Blk E Hwy 54, Kingman
4200 Blk SE 120 St, Rago
120 North Spruce, Kingman

120 North Spruce, Kingman
E Hwy 42 & SE 40 Ave, Rago

200 Blk S Parkway St, Norwich

12000 Blk E Hwy 54, Cheney
E Hwy 54 & NE 70 Ave, Kingman
120 N Spruce, Kingman

SE 80 Ave & S Hwy 14, Rago

120 N Spruce, Kingman

NW 80 Ave & NW 50 St, Cunningham
120 N Spruce, Kingman

1700 Blk NE Sunset Ln, Cheney

9000 E Hwy 54, Murdock

400 Blk N Marquette, Kingman

15000 Blk NE 50 St, Cheney

2

1

15000 Blk NE 10 St, Cheney
11000 Blk NE 10 St, Murdock
2000 E Hwy 54, Kingman

SE 60 St & SE 130 Ave, Norwich
8000 E Hwy 53, Murdock

NE 20 Ave & E Hwy 54, Kingman
SW 90 Ave & SW 20 St, Kingman
16000 Blk W Hwy 42, Nashville
14000 Blk W Hwy 54, Cunningham
400 Blk N Ninnescah St, Kingman
5000 Blk E Hwy 54, Kingman

120 N Spruce, Kingman
120 N Spruce, Kingman
SE 147 Ave & SE 135 St, Norwich

3

11000 Blk E Hwy 42, Norwich
8800 Blk NE 30 St, Murdock
700 Blk W D Ave, Kingman

16000 Blk W Hwy 42, Nashville
SE 90 St SE 70 Ave, Kingman
SW 150 St & SW 10 Ave, Spivey

-== Call today and receive a

" FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
ﬂ'/‘ PLUS $1600 OFF

E
With purchase of ainew Safe Step Walk-InTub. Not applicable with any previous w:
while supplies Idst. No cash value. Nust present offer at time of p

TEP 1.855-576-5653

alk-in tub purchase. Offer available
f purchase. CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445
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© StatePoint Media

Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that every

row, column and 3-by-3 box includes all digits 1 through 9.

“Acting
responsibly is
not a matter of
strengthening
our reason but
of deepening our
feelings for the
welfare of others.’

— Jostein Gaarder,
Sophie's World

'y

Traffic Complaint

Non-Injury Accident

Suspicious Person
Thursday, October 12

4000 Blk E Hwy 54, Kingman
15000 Blk S Hwy 14, Rago
400 Blk E Leiter Ave, Cunningham

Civil Paper Process 6

Alarm 16000 W Hwy 42, Nashville
Suspicious Person 100 Blk S Main St, Kingman
Follow Up 400 Blk N Main St, Spivey
Follow Up 300 Blk N Main St, Kingman
Fraud 400 Blk N Main St, Spivey

Non-Injury Accident
Non-Injury Accident
Disabled Vehicle
Friday, October 13
Damage to Property
Traffic Complaint
Saturday, October 14
Traffic Stop 3
Civil Paper Process 4
Follow Up
Animal Complaint
Follow Up
Burglary
Disturbance
Follow Up
Trespassing

E D Ave & N Main St, Kingman
6000 Blk W Hwy 54, Kingman
6900 Blk W Hwy 54, Kingman

1800 Blk N Sidney, Kingman
NE 50 ST & NE 160 Ave, Cheney

200 Blk S Parkway St, Norwich
3000 Blk E Hwy 42, Rago

200 Blk S Parkway St, Norwich
400 Blk W Burns Ave, Norwich
2000 Blk NE 120 Ave, Murdock, Ks
200 Blk S Parkway St, Norwich
300 Blk E B Ave, Kingman

Statepoint Crossword
Theme: HALLOWEEN

CROSSWORD

Off First Month
of New Service!
USE PROMO CODE: 6Z590

>

caw consumerceuar - 888-804-0913
© 2023 Consumer Cellular Inc. For promo detalls please call 888-804-0913

© StatePoint Media

ACROSS

1. Down in the dumps
5. Letter-writing friend
8. Trampled

12. Hokkaido people

13. D. H. Lawrence’s and

Lovers”

14. Near the wind, archaic

15. Mideast ruler
16. Hipbones
17. *Pumpkin, e.g.

18. *”The ”. movie

20. Jackson 5 member
21. Twinings product

22.  canto (singing style)

23. Appetite whetter
26. Chucking

30. Pilot’s announcement, acr.

31. Short sock
34, Kuwaiti leader
35. Dapper

37.¢« the ramparts ...

38. Origami bird
39. Popular picnic side
40. Weary walk

42. Often precedes “whiz”

43. Larry of Oracle
45. Most idle

47. Napkin holder
48. Gamy, alt. sp.

59. Ottoman title

60. Type of mine passage

61. Head of family

62. Aid in crime

63. *World’s largest Halloween
Parade location, acr.

64. Bulgarian or Serb

DOWN

1. Ovine utterance

2. Margarita fruit

3. Windows alternative in

computers

4. “Europa ” movie (1990)
5. Disease in Philip Roth’s
“Nemesis”

6. Licorice-like flavor

7. Future atty.’s exam

8. *Michael Jackson’s spooky
classic

9. Disorderly retreat

10. M lange

11. “Silent Spring” subject, acr.
13. Make ill

14. Subsequently

19. Settle a debt

22. Contrary conjunction

23. End of “incense”

24. In the least (2 words)

25. Birth-related

50. *What witches’ brew does in  26. Group of cows

52 across 27. JPEG data

52. *’Eye of newt and toe of frog”  28. “To the .’ or “to a great
holder extent”

55. Shell-less gastropod, pl. 29. Roll out the red carpet

56. Siren’s song, €.g. 32. *Kandy

57. A Flock of Seagulls’ hit (2

words)

33. Romanian money
36. *Stephenie Meyer’s vampire

saga
38. Relinquished

40. Spinning toy

41. Gin plus lime cordial

44. Chip dip

46. *’Monster Mash” words, e.g.
48. Tasteless and flashy

49. Gold-related

50. Spill the beans

51. Yorkshire river

52. Kin group

53. Word of mouth

54. California wine valley

55. R&R destination

58. *All Saints’ Day mo.
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Minutes from
Pratt County
Commission

The Pratt County com-
missioners met in regular
session Monday, October
2, 2023, at 2:00 p.m. in
the commissioner room,
Ist floor of the court-
house. The following
members were present:
Rick Shriver and Dwight
Adams. Also, present,
Lori Voss, county clerk
and Mark Graber, IT di-
rector. Tyson Eisenhauer,
county counselor, and
Thomas W. Jones III

were absent.

Heather Morgan,
economic develop-
ment/COVID consul-
tant, reported the Pratt
Economic Development
will meet Wednesday.
They will be touring the
potential child care fa-
cility. They will review
fagade grant applications
from the Chapeau and
Cancun Mexican Grill.
She met with the state re-
lated to the infrastructure
program to local govern-
ments to match federal
funds. These funds might
be used for water issues.
There are other unopened

grants she is keeping
her eye on. She gave a
Quivira impairment wa-
ter update. She is reach-
ing out to the city of [uka
this afternoon concerning
ARPA reporting.
Dave Dice,
SWKAAA, reported on
the services they pro-
vide to Pratt County. He
gave a report on actual
services used by Pratt
County residents. He also
stated they are needing
volunteers to represent
our county.
Commissioner Adams
made a motion to ap-
prove the minutes from

September 18, 2023,
and September 25, 2023.
Commissioner Shriver
seconded the motion.
Motion carried 3-0.
Jimmy White, sher-
iff, discussed the INA
contract for cameras and
security at the jail. He
discussed the pay raise
steps as presented. They
are going to cut services
to allow for the raises.
Commissioner Adams
stated that cuts have to be
made to pay the employ-
ees raises. Commissioner
Shriver asked if these
raises were it, sheriff
white stated for now,

but he will be back next
year asking for additional
raises. It was stated the
sheriff dalary increase is
done by resolution at the
beginning of the year.

There was a comment
on chat stating they had
never been asked to mow
after hours, sfter com-
missioner Adams stated
Doug had asked employ-
ees to mow after regular
hours for overtime and
he didn’t have very many
sign up.

There was a let-
ter from a citizen con-
cerning trucks not be-
ing tarped on Highway

54 and broke her wind-
shield. She stated there
should be a requirement
that all loads be covered.
Commissioner Shriver
stated there is a law re-
quiring it.
Commissioner Shriver
made a motion to approve
the payment vouchers
for October 2, 2023.
Commissioner Adams
seconded the motion.
Motion carried 3-0.
Commissioner Adams
made a motion to ad-
journ at 2:59 pm.
Commissioner Shriver
seconded the motion.
Motion carried 3-0.

The Four
Arguments
You Will
Hear Against
Medicaid
Expansion

TOPEKA — Governor
Laura Kelly last week
launched her “Healthy
Workers, Healthy
Economy” tour to rally
Kansans in support of
Medicaid Expansion. As
Governor Kelly push-
es for the legislature to
vote to accept federal
funding that would allow
thousands more work-
ing Kansans to access
health insurance, here are
some of the arguments
people may hear against
Medicaid Expansion and
the context necessary to
evaluate them.

Argument 1:
“Medicaid expansion
encourages able-bodied
Kansans not to work.”

Medicaid expansion
enrollees are more likely
to be working or looking
for work than the general
public, unless they are ill
or have other family re-
sponsibilities. More than
80% of the working-age,
able-bodied adults en-
rolled in Medicaid work
full or part time, act as
caregivers for family
members, or are students.

The most common
jobs among adults in the
coverage gap are cashier,
cook, wait staff, con-
struction laborer, house-
keeper, retail salesperson,
and janitor — jobs that are
essential to the Kansas
economy but are in in-
dustries that don’t always
provide health insurance.

Surveys from Ohio
and Michigan found
that Medicaid expansion
made it easier for benefi-
ciaries to find work.

Census data shows
that there are nearly
140,000 Kansans who
work but do not have
health insurance.

Argument 2:
“Kansas can’t afford
Medicaid expansion.”

Research from states
including Arkansas,
Kentucky, Louisiana,
Michigan, Montana, and
Virginia shows that states
save money due to ex-
pansion because they
spend less on incarcera-
tion and services and
increase revenue.

Kansas does not save
money by refusing ex-
pansion — it simply gives
up the opportunity to
bring tax dollars back to

Kansas. Since states have
had the option to expand
Medicaid, Kansas has
lost out on over $6.6 bil-
lion in federal dollars that
could have gone to sup-
port rural hospitals.

If Medicaid is expand-
ed, Kansas could receive
an additional $370 mil-
lion in federal dollars —
on top of normal expan-
sion funds — over the next
2 years, which would
cover the state’s share of
expansion costs for up to
8 years.

Argument 3:
“Medicaid expansion
will raise taxes for ev-
eryday Kansans.”

38 out of 40 states
have not increased taxes
for everyday people to
pay for expansion. In
the two states that did
increase taxes, it was ap-
proved by voters through

a ballot referendum.

Arkansas was able
to use savings from
Medicaid Expansion to
cut state income taxes.

Argument 4:
“Medicaid expansion
has exacerbated the
mental health crisis in
America.”

Expanding access to
health insurance through
Medicaid would also
expand access to mental
health services. Right
now, without access to
care, individuals expe-
riencing mental health
crises or struggling with
substance use disor-
ders frequently end up
in emergency rooms or
jails, putting a huge strain
on hospitals, courts, and
law enforcement.

Research shows that
expansion has been as-
sociated with improved

access to care and medi-
cation for people with
depression, even in com-
munities experiencing a
mental health profession
shortage.

Medicaid Expansion
is associated with the
increased likelihood that
people will seek treat-
ment in a timely man-
ner and use medications
prescribed by their care
provider.

Governor Kelly en-
courages Kansans to con-
tact their legislators and
make sure they know
the truth: Medicaid ex-
pansion would cut costs
for Kansans, save rural
hospitals, and grow our
economy. It must pass
this upcoming legislative
session.

Governor Shares
Statement on
Herington
Hospital Closure

(con't from page 9)

hospitals in the coun-

try, we need to come
together to advance com-
mon sense policies that
protect rural hospitals
and ensure rural Kansans
have access to health
care.”

-David Jordan,
President and CEO,

United Methodist Heath
Ministry Fund

“There are a number
of things that Kansas
policymakers could do
to help with the financial
stability of hospitals, but
one that stands out in
particular is Medicaid ex-

pansion. Unfortunately,
we now have more
Kansans who will have to
drive further or otherwise
struggle to get the health
care services they need
because of a local hospi-
tal closure. It's time for
legislators to take action

to protect Kansans, espe-
cially those in rural com-
munities who already
may struggle to access
the health care they need.
The longer Kansas re-
fuses to pass expansion,
the more likely we are to
continue losing hospitals

and health care services.”

-Lacey Kennett,
Director of
Communications,
Alliance for a Healthy
Kansas

Accountants

Child Care

Baker Professional
Accounting Services
Tax Compliance
Process Improvement
Tax Preparation
Tax Planning
Quick Books Consulting
920 E. 1st Street
Pratt, KS 67124
www.baker-accounting.com

620-672-2502

4C

Cunningham Child Care

Children 8 weeks to 11 years

120 West 3rd
Cunningham, KS

620-298-2010

Hospitals and
Clinics

Optometrists

Repair Service

#KINGMAN

“Exceptional Healthcare to

Every Patient, Every Time”

Hospital & Family Clinic

Laubhan,Harbert&Haas,L.C.
Certified Public Accountants

Complete Accounting Services
Tax - Bookkeeping - Payroll
- Consulting -

Joseph A. Harbert, CPA

217 N Main St. Kingman, KS 67068

620-532-3667

Lorin Haas, CPA
420 S. Jackson Suite 200
Pratt, KS 67124
620-672-3400

Home
Improvement

Dixon’s
True Value Hardware

Heating & A/IC
325 N. Main, Kingman, KS

532-2631

750 West D Avenue
Kingman, KS 67068
620-532-3147

Rehab Services
760 West D Avenue
Kingman, KS 67068

620-532-0110

Cunningham Clinic
112 North Main
Cunningham, KS 67035

Subscribe to your
hometown paper!

Agriculture

620-298-2397

Visit our website:
www.kingmanhc.com

Find us on Facebook:
Kingman Healthcare Center

Neville Built
Grain Trailers
& Custom-Built Trailers
Dick or Marvin Neville
5581 SW 50 St. Kingman, KS
620-532-3487
1-800-301-3487

Insurance

Banks

KANZA bank
151 N. Main, Kingman, KS
620-532-5821

Lobby Hours
9-5 M-F
Drive Thru Hours
8 -6 M-F, 8-12 Sat.

Equal Housing Lender
Member FDIC

Fitzsimmons Insurance
Cunningham, KS 67037

Bus: 620-298-5291
Toll Free: 800-536-5291

For more information
see display ad on pa

Troy Maydew, OD
Seth Thibault, OD
Andrew W. Piester, OD

216 S. Oak
Pratt, Kansas 67124
620-672-5934
8:00 a.m.-5:00 pm. M-F

604 N. Walnut
Medicine Lodge, Kansas 67104
620-886-3222
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

1:00 - 5:00 p.m.
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday

Seth Thibault, OD

Andrew W. Piester, OD
104 West C Ave.
Kingman, KS 67068

620-532-3154
1-800-371-3154

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Monday - Thursday
8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Friday

TRUCK, TRAILER
& TIRE REPAIR
620-589-0114

Services Available:
Oil Change
New Tires
Tire Repair

Balance & Rotate
825 E First St
Cunningham KS
Our Living is
Fixing Yours!

Tax Services

Pharmacists

State Farm Insurance

Jon Wollen, Agent
152 N Main Street
Kingman, KS 67068
Bus: 620-532-3179
Toll Free: 800-824-6681
www.jonwollen.com

Kingman Drug
211 North Main,, Kingman,

Pharmacists on call 24 hours

Days - store ph. 532-5113
Emergency after hours call
Merlin McFarland  532-3855

Real Estate

Advertise Your
BPusiness
in the Courier

Kingman Real Estate
SALES AND APPRAISALS
Scott Sparks 532-4242
Nancy Milford 491-0774
Lexi Miller 532-5204
Office 620-532-3581
146 N. Main, Kingman, KS

www.kingmanksre.com
Ability - Honesty - Service
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TRINA'S TAX SERVICE

Trina Wilkerson, AFSP
(620) 491-1771
307 N Ninnescah St
Kingman, Kansas
www.kingmantaxpro.com
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Effective June 1, 2022: Ads are $6.00 per column
inch. Front page ads are $10.00 per column inch. All ads
are subject to approval of this paper, which reserves the
right to edit, reject, or properly classify any ad. Note: The
views and opinions expressed in advertisements in The
Cunningham Courier do not necessarily represent the
views and opinions of the Courier or staff. Errors will be
corrected when brought to my attention.

Classified Ad Rates
$5.00 minimum charge for one-week run.
DEADLINES: 2:00 p.m. Tuesdays

C-1 Construction

NISLY BROTHERS, INC.
' »

620-532-4195
Soil Conservation Practices,
Stte Grading, Pond Dam Restoration

= - SOIL EROSION MEASURES -
(620) 662-6561 Buiing s
GREG CONRARDY

Child Care Openings Available

Serving Cunningham Since 1993

Cunningh‘flm Auto
COﬂfardy Seeds Service
Custom Seed Cleaning Cgﬁ; A(;lrt?\/[ E:tre

620-298-2029
cunninghamautoserviceatgmal com

e

7681 SW80Ave  Kingman, KS

(620) 532:5508
AgriPro Affafa Seeds
“Wheat is Qur Specialty”

Advertising Opportunity

Place your 25-word classified in this paper and 135
more for only $300/ week. Find employees, sell your
home or your car. Call the Kansas Press Association
@ 785-271-5304 today!

Miscellaneous

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, ONE DAY
updates! We specialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, so
slip flooring & seated showers. Call for a free in-home
consulation: 855-382-1221

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD GUITARS! 1920-
1980 Gibson, Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone,
Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie State,
D'Angelico, Stromberg. And Gibson Mandolins /
Banjos. 855-454-6658

PAYING TOP CA$H FOR MEN'S SPORT
WATCHES! Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek Philippe,
Heuer, Daytona, GMT, Submariner and Speedmaster.
Call 844-575-0691

Looking for beautiful, energy efficient new win-
dows for your home? Call now and set up your free,
no-obligation estimate. Beautify your home today!
895-727-0043

PROFESSIONAL LAWN SERVICE: Fertilization,
weed control, seeding, aeration and mosquito control.

Call now for a free quote. Ask about our first ap plica-
tion special! 855-288-8649.

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills SPECIAL
$99.00 FREE Shipping! 100% guaranteed. CALL
NOW! 844-887-7963

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? DONATE IT TO
PATRIOTIC HEARTS. Fast free pick up. All 50 States.
Patriotic Hearts’ programs help veterans find work or
start their own business. Call 24/7: 855-612-3543.

Shop w/ A Viasat Expert For High Speed
Satellite Internet. New Customer Deals In Your
Area. Nationwide Service. New Service For 2023.
833-399-3117

HughesNet - Finally, super-fast internet no matter
where you live. 25 Mbps just $59.99/mo! Unlimited
Data is Here. Stream Video. Bundle TV & Internet.
Free Installation. Call 855-980-3374

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE
DAY Affordable prices - No payments for 18 months!
Lifetime warranty & professional installs. Senior &
Military Discounts available. Call: 855-219-8849

\Stop. Verify.
" Report.

yy .. .
.« Financial scammers
~ are everywhere.

Ifyou find yourself victim
to financial exploitation,
stop, verify the source,
and reportiit.

Knsas Kansas

Kansas Protection Report Center

1-800-922-5330

Courier Copies

Do you need extra copies of The Courier,
but can't catch me home, or don't want
to drive clear to the edge of town?

You can purchase additional copies at
Fitzsimmons Insurance there on Main Street.
(You can purchase a lovely card or two or three
made by Louise Armstrong while you are there.)

Immediate Openings for children ages 2.5
to 5 years old. Call Debi at 785-259-6745 or
the care center at 620-298-2010

Cunningham Liquor

OPEN — 11 a.m.to 9 p.m. — Monday thru Thursday
11 a.m. to 10 p.m. — Friday & Saturday
12 noon to 8 p.m. — Sunday

“Cold Brew... Warm Spirits” 298-2033

To reserve the

Cunningham
Community Center,

contact Molly Morgan at
620-298-3077

Thanks for
recycling
The Courier on

frl - fe - P st

Advertisements
are needed

This advertising space
available for $12.00

END OF YEAR SPECIAL
80x120x18 $175,900*

*Price Includes: Reflective Radiant Barrier
(1) Entry Door; (1) Premium 36x18 Split Slider Door

Time to Talk Trash

The Cunningham Burn Site is locked. A $50.00
deposit is required to obtain a key at City Hall. Your
deposit is cheerfully refunded when you return the key.

Trash and recycling schedules are available at
City Hall.

If you have large, bulky items for pick up (i.e.
appliances or furniture) please call Nisly at 620-662-
6561. They pick up bulky items once a month. This
service is included in your trash bill with the city! No
extra charge!

Make your next
stop unique!

A

Ngi s

7'*
SN

Tuesday - Friday 10-5
Saturday 10 -2
621 South Main Pratt, KS
(620) 388-0366

Theis | | o
Dozer Service, Ine, Zenda. KS
416 W Stanley Ave 620-243-5571
. _ — _ spive, KS 7142 BEVERages*Snacks* Gas
*Price Includes: Delivery and installation on your level site. (620) 532-3555
/\ Price effective 10/01/23 - 10/31/23. S — Everyday 6am-10pm
800-374-6988 | “Where Everyone
5 a Road Grader o High Loader (nous Your Business”
o srcres QUALITYSTRUCTURES.COM Dy T NOWS TOUr BUSINESs
e N
30x40x12
w/ Lean-to for $39,120
Features:
(2) 16x10 Ins. Overhead Doors
(1) Solid Entry Door = el
(1) 8x30 Opeg I:<I-::an-to w/Metal , Fylly Engineered
eiling . K . d
s Bczxed OFeanes . E;ceei:egcilz‘;l:sured Karen Hampton 620.508.5050
. A Wamsoot . A better choice with more lumber 209 S. Main St. 620.388.5880 Cell
(Inside Co;{gg)Optnonal: :1 :daul:lfll::rsf:: g::lf (i ::1: : \ Pratt, KS 67124 kkhamptonB@gmail.com)
If you want the :I[T;?STYP\C":,-S[:amE structures, Thank You Note RATES
P Custom Sized Use 't'l%ehColger fo say
i . n .
| Y E S I Buildings to Fit $10aperv$:>lrd
-1 Your Needs! 00 min
Yobes ENGINEERED STRUCTURES AL, Logan Miller (86.00 minimum)
el 620-960-8133 - \
[cat1-844-ves-3aRN_wrwyodershuctres.com] The Cunningham Courier
. - 320 North Stadium Street
Kingman Pll!)llc Cunningham, KS 67035
Transportation Name
305 North Cedar, Kingman, Kan. AddI‘GSS
Phone (620) 532-5744 | |(j, Siate
g 0l .
-~ @ | 3 ® ¥
- e v Subscription Rates:
ervice rnours.: /: a.m. - 4 p.m. ) )
First Come. First Sorved In Kansas: $40.00 per year / Out of State: $45.00
Funded in Part by KDOT Public Transportation Program étlldﬁﬂtS: $3000 and $3500 )
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Jim Wooldrldge

James L. Wooldridge
passed away on
Monday, October 9,
2023. He was born on
December 17, 1931,
to Jefferson Lee and
Vera L. Wooldridge in
Kingman, Kansas.

He attended grade
school in Penalosa,
Kansas and high school in Kingman, graduating in
1949. He attended Southwestern College in Winfield,
Kansas form September 1949 until January 1951
at which time he joined the U.S. Air Force during
the Korean conflict. After four years of service, he
returned to Southwestern College and graduated in
January 1958. He was employed by First National
Bank in Wichita from January 1958 to December
1989 at which time he chose early retirement (let
the fun begin) as Senior Vice President, Commercial
Lending Officer.

He married Geraldine Mai in September 1959 who
was also employed by First National Bank having
moved to Wichita from WaKenney, Kansas. They
moved to Bella Vista, Arkansas, in April 1990 at his
retirement from First National Bank. Jim and Geri are
members of Highlands Church, a Methodist congre-
gation — they graciously made a donation providing
for Christ’s Cross in the main sanctuary during initial
construction of the church.

In Wichita, Jim was active in the Y’s Men’s Club,
Kiwanis Club, Midian Shrine Club, member of Albert
Pike Lodge, and Scottish Rite. In Bella Vista, he was
an active member of the Nomad Shrine Club and
the Lakers Golf Group. He supported the Children’s
Shelter, Cancer Challenge, Rally for the Cure, and
other charities as a volunteer in Golf Tournaments
and with financial support.

He was preceded in death by a first baby daughter
in 1960; son, Jeffrey, 8 years of age in 1970; elder
sister, Norma Geesling and husband, Don; and elder
brother, Edward and wife, Maxine.

Jim is survived by his wife Geri, of 64 years;
son, Jon, of 59 years, of Bella Vista, AR; grandson,
Nicholas, of 27 years, of Lake St. Louis, Missouri;
as well as several nieces and nephews.

A conservative gravesite service will be held on
Saturday, October 14, 2023, at 1:30 p.m. at Hoosier
Cemetery, Kingman, Kansas

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations in Jim’s
name may be sent to St. Jude Hospital, 501 St. Jude
Place, Memphis, TN 38105 or the Nomad Shrine Club
Transportation Fund, P.O. Box 5522, Bella Vista,
Arkansas 72714.

Arrangements are under the direction of Bella
Vista Funeral Home & Crematory. On-line condo-
lences may be made at www.funeralmation.com.

L ]

Cleo's Flower Shop
229 N. Main in Kingman
ogay kingmanksflorist.com
, (620) 532-3883

Fekesk

221 N. Main in Cheney

cheneyksflorist.com
(316) 542-0054

Sheila Jayne, Owner/Operator

[
-

Cards by Roberta Kobbe
Handmade Greeting Cards for sale.
Shop for cards at Cleo's
in Kingman and Cheney,
Ye Olde General Store in

Will mail or deliver.

Cards and stamps make nice gifts for shut-ins.
620-298-2659

\ /
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Warren King

Warren Roy King,
70, passed away Sunday,
October 15, 2023 at
Hospice of Reno County.
He was born on July
3, 1953 in Pratt to
Warren Joseph and Flora
(McGraw) King. Warren
married Gloria Jean King
on December 31, 1976.
She preceded him in
death on December 28,
2016.

Warren graduated from Pratt High School in 1972.
He worked for Nickerson USD 309 as a Bus Driver.
He was a member of Crossroads Christian Church in
Hutchinson. He enjoyed working on computers, coun-
try and Christian music and driving the bus. He was a
very kind, quiet and laid back man. Once a Greenback,
Always a Greenback.

He is survived by his daughter, DeAnna (Ed) Roach
of Wichita; step-son, Willie (Missy) Benninger of]
Wichita; step-daughters, Rhonda Hoefgen and Regina
Benninger both of Wichita; sister, Beth (William) Lee
of Arlington; 7 grandchildren; many great-grandchil-
dren; a niece; two nephews; many great-nieces and
nephews; and several cousins.

Warren is preceded in death by his parents; wife,
Gloria King; brother, E.J. “Jim” King; and sister,
Melanie Spurgin.

Cremation has taken place. A graveside memorial
service will be held at 11:00 a.m., Saturday, November]
4, 2023 at Greenlawn Cemetery, Pratt with Pastor
Matthew Spurgin presiding.

Memorials may be made to Hospice of Reno County|
in care of Larrison Mortuary, 300 Country Club Road,
Pratt. Online condolences may be made at www.lar-
risonmortuary.com.

~\

Raccoon
Quilt Company

101 E. Main, Harper, Kansas
Over 1000 Bolts of Fabric Patterns
- Tools - Notions
JUST ARRIVED -
“FLUIDITY, 108 inch backing fabric”
Classes scheduled on Bags & Quilts
Hours: W-F 10-5: Sat 10-2

Shop online, call or visit us.
316-259-3914
Web site www.raccoonquilt.com,
email: 9square@raccoonquilt.com

Free Bread & Baked
Goods
at the
Methodist Church
2 to 5 p.m.
on
Tuesdays

Advertise
with
The Courier

Delmer Bishop

Delmer Dee Bishop,
82, passed away Monday,
October 16,2023. He was
born on August 14, 1941
in Pratt to Walter and
Nannie (Walker) Bishop.
Delmer married Bonnie
(Henderson) Bishop on
October 26, 1963 in Pratt.
They were married for
almost 60 years.

Delmer graduated
from Pratt High School in 1959. He owned and
operated Big D Bit Service for nearly 35 years. He
enjoyed fishing, watching Kansas City Chiefs and
Royals, going to the coffee shop and being the boss.
He loved attending family reunions and looked for-
ward to them.

He is survived by his wife, Bonnie of Pratt;
sons, Gary (Alisa) Bishop of Jacksonville, Florida
and David (Janie) Bishop of Pratt; grandchildren,
Maverik Bishop of Seattle, Washington, Alexus
Bishop of Salina, Holden Girard of Mission and Dane
Bishop of Jacksonville, Florida; and sister in-law,
Betty Bishop of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.

Delmer is preceded in death by his parents; broth-
ers, Red Bishop, Rusty Bishop and Dale Bishop; and
sister, Nelda Rogers.

Visitation will be Thursday, October 19, 2023
from 9:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. with family receiving
friends from 5-7 at Larrison Mortuary, 300 Country
Club Road, Pratt. A graveside service will be held
at 11:00 a.m., Friday, October 20, 2023 at Sunset
Cemetery, Cullison with Doug Bishop presiding.
Everyone is welcome to join the family at Pratt Elks
following the service.

Memorials may be made to Pratt County EMS or
PRMC in care of Larrison Mortuary.

TOUEN L

Of Trees, Wreaths,

FESTIVAL @vsorsions @
CALL FOR ENTRY

Paper forms at the
Art Museum or
i SUbmit on our website
- ww.vernonﬂlleyartmuseum.org

Entry form due: Oct. 31
Set up days: Nov.10 and 11

Check the
Blessing Box
east of the
PMethodist
Church.

PAnyone can
give or take
from the Blessing
Box at any time.

SSEGK

ELEGTRIGAI

FARM RESIDENTIAL
GENERATOR COMMERCIAL
OILFIELD NEW INSTALLATIONS
RESIDENTIAL SYSTEM MAINTENANCE
INDUSTRIAL CHANGE-OUTS

ALL HOURS - 620.220.5701

CK

stav connecen B3 8
SERVING THE CUNNINGHAM AREA | FREE ESTIMATES

HEATING/AIR GONDITIONING

IS

Upcoming Auctions

Monday, October 30, 2023 -
Nursing Home Personal Property
Liquidations 533 E 4th St, St
John, KS Leisure Homestead
For more information and a complete
list of auctions, see our website at

www.hammauction.com
107 NE State Road 61, Pratt, Kansas, 67124
620-672-6996

‘/ | MEDICARE
~  ADVANTAGE

IT'S IMPORTANT TO
KNOW THE DIFFERENCE.
WE CAN HELP!

SAVE THE DATE

PUBLIC MEETINGS

PLUMBING

EXPO CENTER

WATER HEATERS 121 S MAIN ST,

WATER WELL KINGMAN, KS 67068
DRAIN CLEANING SENIOR CENTER
KITCHEN/BATH 305 N CEDAR ST,
SEPTIC SYSTEMS KINGMAN, KS 67068

MONDAY, OCTOBER 23RD AT 5:30PM - EXPO CENTER
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 26TH AT 1:00PM - SENIOR CENTER
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 1ST AT 2:00PM - EXPO CENTER

f Exceptional Care.




