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The Cunningham City Council met 
in regular session on Monday, October 
30, 2023 at City Hall, 119 N Main 
Street.

Present were: Mayor, Aaron Murphy 
and Council Members: Jason Ruckle, 
Craig Woodard, Tanner Newell, Bart 
Ricke and Tim Schultz; City Attorney, 
Greg Graffman; Mesa Sallee, City 
Superintendent; and City Clerk, Molly 
Morgan. 

Guests: Jackie Ruckle, Property 
Officer; Leslie Schrag, Kingman 
County Economic Development; Scott 
Bannister, USDA (by Zoom); R. J. 
Meyer, Iron Insurance Partners; Jack 
Ruckle, CHS; and Luke McGuire, CHS.

Call to Order – Mayor Murphy 
called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.

Agenda – Motion by Newell, second 
by Woodard, to approve agenda as writ-
ten. Motion carried, 5/0.

Minutes of September 25, 2023 
meeting – Motion by Ruckle, second by 
Schultz, to approve the minutes of the 
September 25, 2023 meeting as written. 
Motion carried, 5/0.

Public Comment – City Clerk, Molly 
Morgan, reported that Eric Meyers had 
purchased a tree in memory of Bill 
Ogden. Bill’s sister sent a check to pay 
for the tree. 

Iron Insurance Partners – R. J. Meyer 
requested to quote the City’s insurance 
policy with a few other companies other 
than EMC. 

Fire Department Report – Chief 

Stark was unable to attend, so the 
clerk gave the fire department report. 
SCTelcom had nicked a gas line while 
digging near 120 N Valley. When 
the fire department arrived on scene, 
Kansas Gas Service had already shut off 
the gas to the line. Work at the school 
continues. The sprinkler system will 
require more engineering due to the 
placement of a five inch connector. 

USDA, Scott Bannister – Mr. 
Bannister gave his report via Zoom. 
He spoke regarding the availability 
of grants and loans through the Rural 
Development program.  

Kingman County Eco Devo Report 
– The September/October report was 
given by Director, Leslie Schrag. The 
Council discussed the funds that were 
allocated to the Kingman County 
Improvement Program. The funds al-
located to the Dilapidated Structure 
Abatement Program and the FAÇADE 
Program have been exhausted. Motion 
by Ruckle, second by Woodard, to 
approve a Dilapidated Structure 
Abatement Program payment to ap-
plicant, R. Thimesch Construction for 
421 N Douglas in the amount of $2,000. 
Motion carried, 5/0.

 Leslie also presented material 
from the Kansas Infrastructure Hub and 
Engaging Placemaking for Innovative 
Communities (EPIC.) Motion by 
Newell, second by Ruckle, to commit 
$1,000 to the EPIC Clyde Cessna proj-
ect. Motion carried, 5/0.

Community Center – Motion by 
Ricke, second by Woodard, to accept 
the quote from Decker & Mattison to fix 
the kitchen furnace at the Community 

Center in the amount of $4,948.21. 
Motion carried, 5/0. 

Leak Forgiveness – The Clerk re-
ported that the resident had immediately 
shut off the shower and fixed the leak as 
soon as parts could be ordered. Motion 
by Schultz, second by Ricke, to approve 
a credit of $19.25 (7,000 gallons) for 
417 S Wilmot. Motion carried, 5/0.

RV/Camper Ordinance – Motion 
by Woodard, second by Newell, to 
approve Ordinance No. 682 with the 
following amendments: (c) strike “not 
bare ground or grass” and add “prop-
erly maintained.” (f) “. . . intended for 
recreational or temporary lodging. . . “ 
Motion carried, 5/0.

Leiter Avenue – We will be receiv-
ing a quote from Heft & Sons to re-
pair Leiter Avenue. The City applied 
for a grant through the Department of 
Transportation Cost Share Program. 
The awardees should be announced in 
November. 

Property Officer’s Report – Jackie 
Ruckle gave the property officer report. 
She has met with the City Attorney to 
draft an Ordinance regarding recre-
ational vehicles. Some of the dilapi-
dated campers have been removed from 
properties.

Planning & Zoning Report – Motion 
by Ruckle, second by Newell, to ap-
prove permit 2023-15 for a ramp at the 
east door at 401 W First and waive the 
fees. Motion carried, 5/0.

 Motion by Woodard, second 
by Schultz, to approve permit 2023-16 
for a split rail fence at 412 S Wilmot. 
Motion carried, 5/0.

Maintenance – City Superintendent, 

Mesa, reported that SCTelcom is almost 
finished boring the fiber optic lines. 
*Trees at the park have been trimmed. 
*Consensus of the Council to order 
more cold patch asphalt for minimal 
street repairs. *Hilltop Manor had a 
water leak that was repaired. *Water 
leak at 331 S Ohio was repaired. 

 Motion by Newell, second by 
Ricke, to approve Estimate #1191 from 
T & R Excavating, LLC in the amount 
of $5,120.00 to bring in rock for Leiter 
Avenue repairs. Motion carried, 5/0.

 Motion by Ruckle, second by 
Schultz, to approve Estimate #1189 
from T & R Excavating, LLC in the 
amount of $6385.00 to fix the down-
town alley behind City Hall. Motion 
carried, 5/0. 

The remainder of materials will be 
used to fix the downtown alley behind 
the Community Center.

Swimming Pool – Motion by Ruckle, 
second by Schultz, to approve the quote 
for painting and crack repair from 
Joe Tucker Painting in the amount of 
$25,000.00. Motion carried, 5/0. 

Financial Report and Payment of 
Bills – Motion by Woodare, second by 
Ricke, to approve the financial report 
and pay the bills. Motion carried, 5/0.

Adjournment – Motion by Ricke, 
second by Schultz, to adjourn. Motion 
carried, 5/0. 

 Mayor Murphy adjourned the 
meeting at 8:46 p.m.

Approved Minutes from the 
City Meeting in October

AGENDA
Special Meeting 
December 4, 2023 6:50 p.m.
104 W. 4th, Cunningham, Kansas
Call to Order
Approval of Agenda (AI)
Guest Recognition
Out of District student policy hearing
Adjournment

AGENDA
Regular Meeting
Monday, December 4, 2023; 7:00 

p.m.
104 W 4th St., Cunningham, KS
Call to Order
Approval of Agenda (AI)
Guest Recognition
Approval of the minutes of the 

November 8, 2023, regular meeting 
(AI)

Approval of financial reports and 
payment of bills.  (AI)

Old business
Construction project
Transportation
Reports

Superintendent Report  – Dr. 
Arnberger

Principal Report-Mr. Dunlap
Special Education Report – Scott 

DeWeese

Executive Session- Non-elected 
personnel

New Business
Adopt Out of District student policy 

(AI)
Approve positions
Adjournment 

School Board will Meet December 4th
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Meanderings

Dear Readers,
My calendar claims 

that Winter doesn’t be-
gin for a month.  But the 
first figure-eight of ice 
stretches across the pond 
and the entire yard is cov-
ered in a Birthday Cake 
white frosting of snow.  
The prediction before 
and during the storm was 
that we’d get one to three 
inches.  Though I can’t 
say with any precision 
how many flurries we re-
ceived, my car’s under a 

six inch fluffy cover.  And 
that’s not an eyeball esti-
mation. Still in my PJs, I 
pulled on my boots and 
hopped outside to bring 
you my trusty stick-a-
ruler-in-it car roof snow 
measurement.  Mind you, 
I didn’t clear my car off 
yet.  I will do that before 
it freezes into an ice-age 
block.  But right now I’m 
too busy to snow suit up 
because I’m trying to an-
swer THAT QUESTION, 
the one we all face at 
times like these:  “Should 
I stay or should I go?”

The “times” I’m refer-
ring to are those moments 
after any winter storm 
when you have some-

where you need to go or 
want to go badly enough 
you THINK you need 
to, and it’s hard to tell if 
road conditions are safe 
yet or not.

KanDrive.gov and its 
app are a great resource, 
especially if your travel 
includes Interstate routes 
because those cameras 
deliver real-time views.  
As for all  our other 
Kansas roads, though it’s 
clear the website does its 
best to provide regularly 
updated information, it’s 
not particularly helpful 
answering the question 
because reports that roads 
are “snow packed” or 
“slushy” can mean a trip 

will turn out fine.  Or it 
can mean you’ll end up 
in a ditch.

I’m not talking about 
how skillfully you oper-
ate a vehicle or whether 
your car’s got 4-wheel 
drive, though both are 
factors in how any win-
tery trip turns out.  What 
I am talking about is 
the fact that few seg-
ments of Kansas roads 
have consistent condi-
tions.  Road upkeep does 
vary but we have GOOD 
roads.  KS consistently 
ranks 6th or 7th  in the 
nation for road quality. 
Considering we rank 4th  
among all states with our 
134,724 miles of public 

roads, our quality rank-
ing speaks well of our 
towns, cities, counties, 
and state who maintain 
them.  Rather, I suspect 
that is the sheer number 
of miles that crisscross 
our state which results in 
few stretches of road be-
ing the same.  I think of it 
this way.  I have not met 
every one of the 2.935 
million Kansans (our 
population according to 
the 2020 Census Report) 
but I have met many.  
While we Kansans may 
be “alike,” no two are the 
same.  Neither are two of 
our miles, which means 
drivers must stay on their 
toes even in the best of 

weather conditions.  
Just because one patch 

is clear and people pass 
you left and right, trav-
el before our roads are 
clear can be a nasty game 
of roulette.  With the 
beaming sun whispering 
that all will be well, I’m 
tempted to try to beat “the 
house.”  But even with 
the sunshine, the tem-
perature remains below 
32 degrees and the cold 
truth stings. The risks 
are real.  The answer for 
me can only be, “I’ll go 
tomorrow.”

 Until next week—
keep your eyes on the 
stars and your back to 
the wind.

Tallgrass and 
Tumbleweeds
by Gaille Pike

Human 
Training…for 

Dogs
      This column will 

offend many dog lov-
ers.  Please accept my 
apologies in advance.  I 
myself am a dog lover.  I 
believe dogs are among 
the very best creations 

on Earth.  Fewer things 
provide more pleasure 
than a loving relationship 
with a well-trained and 
well-behaved dog.  But, 
the hardest part of train-
ing dogs is training their 
human masters.

     First, a word on 
the goodness of dogs.  
I recently had an odd 
experience that got me 
thinking about the won-
derful character of dogs.  
I had the need to visit a 
hardware store while en-
gaged in a small plumb-
ing project.  Having vis-
ited this establishment 
previously on many oc-
casions, I had been forced 

to interact with a par-
ticularly abrasive clerk.  
Perhaps abrasive is the 
wrong word to describe 
her demeanor.  In any 
case, she is unpleasant 
to deal with every time 
you visit this store.  She 
always appears angry as 
you approach the counter, 
as if your purchase is an 
intrusion into the peace of 
her day.  She has an odd 
way of staring, or may-
be glaring at you (think 
Jack Nicholson in The 
Shining).  If you have a 
question, and she chooses 
to respond, she speaks in 
a low, mumbling voice 
that is unintelligible (she 
is what Jerry Seinfeld 
would call a low talk-
er).  This clerk, bless her 
heart, can make a happy 
Saturday morning trip to 
the hardware store the 
worst part of your day.  

     On this recent 
visit, I noticed that she 
was wearing a hug your 
dog t-shirt.  This wom-
an was obviously a dog 
lover.  Pondering this, it 
occurred to me that her 
dog probably considers 
her the best human on 
the planet.  She, with her 
apparent character and 

personality flaws, is cer-
tainly her dog’s favorite 
person.  What a testa-
ment to the true character 
of dogs.  You can be a 
completely disagreeable 
person, and your dog will 
still love and accept you.  
He or she will wait anx-
iously at home for your 
return.  For most dogs, 
their favorite thing is to 
simply be in your com-
pany.  Dogs are literally 
the BEST!  

     That being said, I 
think many folks are not 
being good dog owners.  
You could say, they suck 
at being dog parents, pri-
marily out of ignorance.  
Let’s try to fix that…

     In order to be a 
good dog parent, you first 
need to understand some-
thing about the canine 
mind.  As pack animals, 
dogs are all about respect 
(you need to become the 
alpha leader for them).  
On a scale of 1-10 (with 
10 being highest), if your 
dog considers himself a 
6 and you a 5, he won’t 
respect or obey you well.  
If he sees himself as a 6 
but you are a 7 or 8, he 
will respect and respond 
to you.  To gain your 

dog’s respect, you have 
to exert authority over 
him (and avoid things 
that erode that respect). 
He wants you to do that.  
Your authority makes 
him feel secure.  Here 
are two fundamental tips 
that will help you become 
a better dog parent.  This 
info comes from my fa-
vorite dog trainer - Don 
Sullivan (his training 
materials can be found 
online at TheDogFather.
com).  

     First, do not give 
your dog treats from your 
hand.  Any special treat 
you give your dog can 
go directly into his sup-
per dish.  Food in his 
dish is his food.  Food or 
treats coming from your 
hand is your food.  As 
pack animals, one way 
submission to other dogs 
is shown is by giving up 
food.  By handing your 
dog treats, you are mak-
ing a submissive gesture 
to him.  He will love you 
for it, but he will not re-
spect you.  You become 
his peer and give up your 
position of authority over 
him in doing so, which 
does not foster obedience 
(an alpha leader does not 

give his food to those 
under him). 

     Here’s the second 
big tip.  Foster author-
ity in your human- dog 
relationship with line 
training.  Use a choke 
chain, or better yet a 
training collar (buy at 
- TheDogFather.com) 
with a long lightweight 
¼” nylon rope and begin 
training your dog through 
walking.  Simply walk 
your dog, but do not al-
low him to take slack out 
of your line.  If he starts 
to pull on your rope, give 
him a quick snap to get 
his attention.  He will 
soon learn to not pull on 
your lead.  This simple 
act fosters respect and 
obedience in your dog.  
He quickly learns that 
you are the commander.  
If you control your walk, 
and he is not allowed to 
pull on the lead, your 
dog will feel happy and 
secure.  You become the 
alpha dog parent that he 
will love, respect, and 
obey.

© 2023 Jody Dyer

The Cunningham Courier
(USPS 006-101)

320 Stadium Street. Cunningham, Kansas  67035
620-298-2659           © 2018

Periodicals Postage Paid at Cunningham, Kansas 67035
Postmaster: Send address changes to

The Cunningham Courier  
320 Stadium Street, Cunningham, KS  67035 

Published Weekly
Roberta L. Kobbe

Editor & Publisher

Subscription Rates:    $45.00 per year in Kansas  
  $50.00 per year out of state

 320 Stadium Street, Cunningham, Kansas 67035. 
E-Mail:   couriernews@yahoo.com

Spreading 
Caring and 
Kindness

K i m  B a l d w i n , 
McPherson County farmer 
and rancher

My husband is a major 
believer in no Christmas 
decorating until after 
Thanksgiving. The older 
he gets, the harder the 
line he seems to take with 
this belief. 

I am the total oppo-
site. The earlier I can get 
my Christmas decora-
tions out, the better! I 
have tried for years to 

convince him otherwise, 
but I have failed.

He generally com-
ments on the holiday 
decor when it appears 
at the grocery store the 
day after Halloween. He 
gives me “the look” when 
he finds me listening 
to my Christmas chan-
nel in early November. 
And I avoid at all costs 
taking him into a mega 
craft shop in a nearby 
town until at least Nov. 
24 to avoid calling him 
Ebeneezer Scrooge. 

However, there is al-
ways hope for change.

This year, my hus-
band texted me a cou-
ple of weeks prior to 
Thanksgiving an image 
of two Christmas chick-
ens he had come across 

at our local farm store. 
Two six-foot tall metal 
Christmas roosters to be 
more precise. Two large 
red and green roosters 
adorned with holiday 
scarves, stocking caps 
and poinsettias.

The message attached 
to the image: “You can 
put up the tree if I can 
get a six-foot Christmas 
rooster.”

“DEAL!!!” I replied, 
“Will the rooster go on 
the roof???”

T h e  r o o s t e r  d i d 
not go on the roof. In 
fact, the six-foot metal 
Christmas rooster was 
not purchased. 

However, by seeing 
those Christmas roost-
ers, pre-Thanksgiving 
Christmas cheer was 

clearly planted within 
my husband’s heart that 
day as he ended up bring-
ing home a three-foot 
tall Christmas mouse 
and placed where every-
one could see it in the 
farmyard.

When the kids got 
home from school that 
day my daughter, not 
quite believing what she 
was seeing, declared, 
“Time to get out the 
Christmas decorations!” 
And we did.

Now that our fam-
i l y  h a s  c e l e b r a t e d 
Thanksgiving, we’ve 
entered the time of year 
where, in years past, it’d 
be acceptable to bring 
up the Christmas de-
cor from the basement 
and begin decorating our 

farmhouse.
However, since the 

tree is already up, the 
house is  decorated, 
and our new Christmas 
mouse shines brightly in 
the night, I can’t help but 
chuckle when I think of 
how a giant metal rooster 
brought about early holi-
day cheer for my husband 
this year.

I also chuckle as I 
glance over at our new re-
minder of this year’s ear-
ly Christmas conversion 
– a mini-metal Christmas 
rooster standing beside 
our tree that was pur-
chased by my husband in 
the wee morning hours of 
Black Friday.

Whether it’s a cher-
ished song, a special or-
nament, a beloved recipe 

or a metal rooster, may 
you embrace reminders 
of Christmas cheer this 
holiday season.

“Insight” is a week-
ly column published by 
Kansas Farm Bureau, the 
state’s largest farm orga-
nization whose mission is 
to strengthen agriculture 
and the lives of Kansans 
through advocacy, educa-
tion and service. 

Copyright © 2023 
Kansas Farm Bureau, 
All rights reserved.

News from Kansas 
Farm Bureau

Our mailing address 
is:

Kansas Farm Bureau
2627 KFB PLZ
Manhattan, KS 66503

Well, fellow mean-
derers, you will have to 
forgive another shortened 
column. I cannot shake 
this nastiness that is keep-
ing me from totally en-
joying newspapering and 
cardmaking and life in 
general. 

I did go to the doc-
tor yesterday. I called 
here to our little clinic, 
but Denise told me Amy 
was out of the office un-
til Thursday. I almost 
broke into tears as I felt 
so awful and I was so 
looking forward to hav-
ing some relief from the 
coughing and stuffiness 
in my head and throat. 
But I thanked Denise and 
called Kingman. They 
had an appointment at 
11. Would it be okay if 
it was with Dr. Gerber? I 
said it didn’t matter, the 
doctor could be dead, 
and I’d be happy to see 
one. The lady told me 

that he was a new doctor 
and ‘very nice.’ I wanted 
say, “But I don’t need a 
nice doctor, I need one 
who can handle demons,” 
however, I didn’t want to 
press my luck. I grabbed 
at that appointment for 
the lifeline it was. 

I went over, and Dr. G 
is, indeed, very nice. He 
called in a prescription 
for amoxicillin, told me 
if I wasn’t better in 4 – 5 
days, I could come back 
and get a steroid shot, 
and I was on my way. I 
drove to Pratt and picked 
up my prescription and a 
few groceries. I’ve been 
on said antibiotics for 36 

hours and there is no re-
lief yet. I am also popping 
Sudafed. Ugh. Too many 
drugs. And not feeling 
better. Yes, I’m drinking 
my liquids. And going to 
bed early. 

If I do not improve 
by Thursday, I’ll see if I 
can get in to see a doctor 
again. Maybe Amy. 

**
If things are ‘off’ in 

the paper, please know 
it’s because I am just 
trying to get something 
together so I can get it 
done and ready to send 
to the printer’s at a de-
cent time. There are er-
rors and I apologize. I 

am just a bit too cranky 
and ill and tired to care 
100%. This is one very 
large disadvantage to 
working for yourself, and 
by yourself. No one else 
can do the job. The cats 
are totally worthless. The 
dog more so. 

**
I WILL be better by 

Saturday as that is the 
craft fair in Kingman. I 
have looked forward to 
it for a long time. Please 
come and visit me. If I'm 
not there, I am sure there 
will be some other small 
business there you can 
support. Please try and 
buy from small business-

es in the communities 
in our area this holiday 
season.. 

**
I will also be attend-

ing the Merchant’s Open 
House in Norwich on 
December 10th. I plan on 
being at Ye Olde General 
Store from 1 to 5. I really 
have to get better soon. I 
have much to do. 

**

Always reading, 
and currently reading, 
“Degree of Guilt” 
by Richard North 

Patterson, 
Roberta
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Community Bulletin Board

Tuesday, December 5
Falcon Classic 

at Fairfield

Toys for Tots Drop Off! 
Cozy's Pizza is a Toys for Tots drop off  again this 

holiday season. Visit the Pratt area Toys for Tots web-
site to learn what toys are accepted until December 6th: 

https://pratt-ks.toysfortots.org/local-coordinator-
sites/lco-sites/default.aspx?nPageID=0&nPreviewIn
d=0&nRedirectInd=3

Toys for tots are actually pretty easy to choose, 
aren't they? But what about those kids who want 
Christmas as well? Suggestions from the Toys for 
Tots website: In the past, items purchased for these 
groups have included, but are not limited to:  sporting 
equipment/bags/balls; books, backpacks, cosmetics, 
purses, watch/wallet gift sets, bath gift sets, board 
games, radio control cars/trucks, hand-held electron-
ics, skateboards/helmets, curling irons, hair straight-
eners, and hair dryers.

Wednesday, 
December 6

Winter Sports pictures

Thursday, December 7 
Falcon Classic 

at Fairfield
***

8:00 Advisary 
Committe Meeting

***
JH BB vs Stafford 

at HOME

Friday, December 8
Falcon Classic 

at Fairfield

Monday, December 11
JH BB vs Central 

Christian at HOME

Friday, December 1 
HS BB at Minneola

Monday December 4 
USD 332 BOE Meeting

Tuesday, December 12 
HS BB vs Argonia 

at HOME

Thursday, 
November 30 

HS Scholars' Bowl 
at South Barber

***
JH BB at Norwich

Saturday, December 9
Santa Day Parade

Sunday, December 3
KAY Princess Party/

Train Party

The Community 
Calendar is sponsored by 

C u n n i n g h a m  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y 
M o n . ,  W e d . ,  F r i . 
2 : 0 0  -  6 : 0 0  p . m . 

T u e s . ,  T h u r s . ,  S a t . 
9 : 0 0  -  1 1 : 3 0  a . m .      

C l o s e d  f o r  H o l i d a y s
2 9 8 - 3 1 6 3 

Zenda 
Public Librar y

Monday
8:30 a.m.- 12:30 p.m.

Thursday:
4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Saturday:
8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

620-243-5791

K i n g m a n 
C a r n e g i e  L i b r a r y 

Mon. & Tues.  10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Wed. : 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Thurs. : 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Fri. : 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Sat. : 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

620-532-3061

P r a t t  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y 
Mon. - Thurs. 

10:00 - 7:00
Friday: 10:00 - 6:00

Saturday: 10:00 - 2:00
Closed on Sundays
(620) 672-3041

Libraries 

B-29 Museum
is open on Sundays from 2:00 to 4:00 pm

Pratt Army Airfield – 82 Curran Road
Visit them on Facebook at www.prairie-

bombers.org for more information. If you would 
like to visit the museum at another time call 

672-8321,
 672-2444 or 620-797-2919 to 
schedule an appointment!

Kingman  H i s tor i c  Theat re
2 3 7  N .  M a i n  i n  K i n g m a n

 ( 6 2 0 )  5 3 2 - 1 2 5 3        
   h t t p : / / w w w . k i n g m a n t h e a t r e . o r g /

A l l  S e a t s  F r e e  S a t u r d a y  n i g h t  o n l y
( c a s h  o r  l o c a l  c h e c k  o n l y )

Thank YOU for 
supporting YOUR 

Kingman Historic Theatre.

December 2nd 
How the Grinch 
Stole Christmas

S h o w t i m e s :

I m m e d i a t e l y  a f t e r  t h e  L i g h t e d 
C h r i s t m a s  P a r a d e

GovernorAnnounces New Path 
Forward on State License Plate
~~Rescinds License Plate Proposal, Will Establish 

Public Input Process~~
TOPEKA – Governor Laura Kelly today an-

nounced that the Kansas Department of Revenue will 
pause production on the license plate design revealed 
last Wednesday and create a process to receive public 
input before selecting a final design.

“I promised to be a bipartisan governor, and I think 
we can all admit – I succeeded at bringing Kansans 
across the political aisle together in disliking this 
new license plate,” said Governor Laura Kelly. “I’ve 
heard you loud and clear. Elected officials should be 
responsive to their constituents, which is why we are 
adjusting the process so Kansans can provide direct 
input on our state’s next license plate.”

One of the challenges of designing a license plate 
is meeting the primary reason license plates exist: 
to be clear and easy to read. Kansans will have the 
opportunity to vote for their favorite design among 
several that follow guidelines that comply with the 
needs of law enforcement entities and best practices 
established by the American Association of Motor 
Vehicle Administrators, including:

License plate numbers will be seven (7) digits.
Any phrase, motto, or slogan must be placed at 

the bottom of the license plate.
Any graphic must be placed on the right or left 

side of the license plate number.
Graphics must not resemble letters, numbers, or 

special characters in a way that would interfere with 
the ability to read the license plate number.

Background design must not interfere with the 
ability to read the license plate number.

The license plate must have a light background 
behind the license plate number, and the license plate 
number must be black.

The Governor’s Office will share more details on 
license plate options, the voting process, and how this 
announcement impacts the transition from embossed 
to print-on-demand plates soon.

Voted down by Kansans: 

Angel Tree at NVB!
Want to help more children have a happy holiday? 

Stop by Ninnescah Valley Bank and choose a angel 
from the angle tree. The purchased gift must be pur-
chased and returned to Citizen's Bank in Kingman by 
December 8th. 

“It snowed last year too: I made a snow-
man and my brother knocked it down and 
I knocked my brother down and then we 
had tea.”

― Dylan Thomas, A Child's Christmas 
in Wales

  -photo by Molly Morgan

Upcoming Auctions
Saturday December 2, 2023 - 9:30AM, 

Hamm Auction Center, Pratt, KS 
For more information and a com-

plete list of auctions, see our web-
site at www.hammauction.com  
107 NE State Road 61,  Pratt, Kansas, 67124

620-672-6996
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(620) 298-5291 or (800) 536-5291
www.fitzsimmonsinsks.com

Leann@fitzsimmonsinsuranceks.com
FitzSimmons Insurance Agency, Inc. is an independent insurance agency 

and an equal opportunity provider

1928
December 7 – Community Day, Tuesday, was a 

great success from a sand hauling standpoint.  The 
day was not as favorable as it could have been, but 
nevertheless, over 115 truck loads of sand were hauled 
and scattered on the streets of the city.  Dinner and 
supper were served to the workers in the M.E. church 
basement on that day.  

Not content with hauling one day, the following 
day, Wednesday, was also declared another community 
day and more sand was hauled and scattered on the 
streets Wednesday than on Tuesday.  A total of 264 
loads of sand was spread on the streets Wednesday.

Mayor Doty called on us Thursday morning and 
stated that he wanted to express his gratitude and 
thanks to everyone who helped with the sand hauling, 
loading and unloading.  

1933
December 1 – The framework of the new Catholic 

Church is fastly going up this week.  The foundation 
has been completed and the corner stone was laid a 
week ago last Sunday with an impressive service.  We 
were promised a write-up of the services, but there 
must have been some misunderstanding, as we never 
received same.  The building is now going up in fine 
shape and it will not be long before it is completed.  
Martin Pelzl is the contractor in charge of the building. 

1938
December 2 – The basement of the Christian 

Church was the scene of a merry gathering, Tuesday 
evening, when about 135 fathers and sons of the com-
munity enjoyed their annual get-together and banquet 
under the auspices of the Ladies Aid of the Church. 

Life’s Railway was the theme for the evening’s 
program, with the toasts and songs carrying out the 
suggestion, and the individual programs bearing the 
railroad crossing sign.  

The program was as follows:
Conductor – Toastmaster, Waldo Shelman
Invocation – F. C. Miles
Steam – Songleader, Rev. Towry. 
Ticket Agent – Welcome, Paul DeWeese
Engineer – Father’s Talk, Rev. Franklyn Edwards
Fireman – Vocal Solo, “Life’s Railway to Heaven,” 

Norman Hart
Brakeman – Son’s Response, Dale Sheldon
New Butch – Reading, Phillip Fee
Benediction – Rev. Towrey.
A bountiful two-course dinner was prepared by the 

ladies and served by the young women of the church. 
1943

Publication suspended for the duration of the war.
1948

December 3 – The second worst blizzard of the sea-
son hit this section of the country Saturday afternoon 
with high winds and snow, causing untold damage 
to high lines and telephone lines throughout the area 
from the heavy sleet and ice. 

Cunningham and other towns and communities 
serviced by the Western Light & Telephone Co., Inc. 
were without electric service from Saturday evening 
until Monday evening when service was restored, but 
country telephone lines which were almost completely 
torn down are still without service, and a great deal of 
time will have to be spent in restoring service. 

Long distance telephone lines were torn down 
and thus toll service has been at a standstill with only 
emergency calls being allowed. 

Highway traffic was not hindered on U. S. 
Highway 54 through here, but in sections of Kansas 
and Oklahoma many highways were closed to travel. 

The Cunningham high school Wildcats dropped 
two games to the Preston Wildcats in the local gym 
Tuesday night as basketball season opened officially 
in Cunningham. 

1953
December 4 – Plan now to be in Cunningham a 

week from Saturday to see Santa Claus.  A big pa-
rade, free show, and free treats to the kiddies have 
been scheduled by the Cunningham Santa Claus Day 
Committee.  

The Cunningham Rural High School Wildcats 
opened their fifteen-game 1953-1954 basketball sea-
son by trouncing the Coats High School Bulldogs, 60 

to 45, on the local court, Tuesday night.  
Cunningham led at the end of each period by scores 

of 17-10, 26-23, and 41-33.  
Billy DeWeese topped the Cunningham scorers 

with 19 points; Ronnie Adelhardt made 17 points 
before fouling out in the final period; and Vic Becker 
contributed 12 points to the Wildcat scoring attack.  
Adelhardt grabbed all three departmental honors with 
seven out of twelve field goal attempts, three out of 
five free shots, and fourteen rebounds. 

The Sacred Heart Parochial School basketball 
team opened its 1953-1954 season last Friday night 
on the home court and lost a thrilling 39-38 game 
to St. Patrick’s Parochial School of Kingman.  High 
scorer for the game was Biggs of Kingman, who 
made 24 points.  Bobby Meyers made 18 points for 
Cunningham.  Members of the team include Larry 
Huslig, Bobby Meyers, Bobby Zrubek, George Baker, 
Jerry Meyers, Jerome Huslig, Jim Rochell, Billy 
Freund, and Eddie Meyers.

1958
December 4 – Santa Claus will make his annual 

visit to Cunningham, Saturday, December 13.  
Almost a full day of entertainment has been 

planned for the youngsters of the community.  The 
day’s program will start at 10:00 o’clock in the morn-
ing with free rides for the children on a stage coach 
and a covered wagon.  The coach and wagon will come 
here from Kiddie Land in Wichita. 

A big parade will start at 2:00 o’clock in the af-
ternoon.  All entries for the parade will register at 
the grade school building from 1:00 to 1:45 o’clock.  
There will be seven divisions to the parade this year 
– floats, horses, bicycles, wagons, tricycles, pets, and 
doll buggies.  

Following the parade, Santa Claus will arrive to 
pass out treats to the youngsters. 

The high school and grade school bands will also 
march in the parade. 

Youngsters may also ride on the fire truck and a 
new school bus following the parade.  

The High School Music Department, under the 
direction of Music Supervisor Ronald Burgess, will 
present the program, “Music for Your Enjoyment,” 
Sunday afternoon, December 7, at 3:30 o’clock in the 
High School Gymnasium. 

Cunningham opened the 1958-1958 basketball sea-
son with a bang last Friday night, when they defeated 
Harper, a Southern Kansas League member, 45 to 36 
on the local court.  

1963
December 5, 1963 – All boys and girls of the com-

munity, high school age and under, are urged to begin 
making plants to enter the big Santa Claus Day parade.  
Parade divisions are the same this year as in the past – 
pets, horses, bicycles, dolls and doll buggies, tricycles, 
wagons, and floats. 

The high school basketball team dropped a 62-47 
decision to Hazelton in their 1963-1964 basketball 
season opener at Hazelton Tuesday night. 

Cunningham trailed 19-14 at the end of the first 
period, but picked up and led 32-30 at half-time.  The 
Wildcats fell behind at the end of the third quarter, 
45-40.

Fifty-five fouls were called in the game, 29 on 
Cunningham and 26 on the home team.  Hazelton 
made 70% of their free throw attempts, 32 out of 45, 
while the Wildcats connected on a little less than half, 
15 out of 31.  

Jerry Schnittker and Bernie Albers paced the 
Cunningham scoring with 13 points apiece; Ronald 
Murphey got 8 points; Elmer Adelhardt 5; Jim Cain 
4; Larry Albers and Danny Meyers 3 each; and Bob 
Witt 1.  Dale Ratcliff and Tom Jarmer failed to dent 
the scoring column. Cunningham outscored Hazelton 
in field goals, 16 to 15. 

1968
December 5, 1968 – The Odd Fellows Lodge will 

hold a Ham ‘n Bean Feed, and the Rebekah Lodge 
will have a Bazaar in the Lodge Hall, Saturday, Dec. 
14, Santa Claus Day. – adv. 

The Community YWCA will hold a Bazaar at 
DeWeese’s IGA, Saturday, Dec. 14 (Santa Claus Day), 
from 9:30 to 3:00 o’clock.  There will be gifts, food, 
candy, and a variety of items. – adv. 

1978
November 30 – Now open Monday through 

Saturday. Diana’s Beauty Shoppe featuring mens and 
womens hair styling. 

For sale – good used tires 1 pr. G7814 1pr G7814 
studded. $25 per pair. E.E. Witt

Manager for lumber, hardware, and farm supply 
store; salary plus commission; 5 and one half days a 
week; store experience preferred. 

Several friends gathered at the West Café on Friday 
to honor Roselyn Thome with a birthday coffee. Those 
present were the honoree, Mrs. Thome, Josephine 
Albers, Rose Pelzl, Marie Sterneker, alice Youngs, 
Delores Albers, Janet Sterneker and Stephanie, Marie 
Hellar, Mildred Zrubek, Lucy Rohling, and Mary Lou 
Osner. 

Scripsick Oil Co. of Cunningham reported the theft 
of about $1500 worth of checks from their station on 
Monday, Nov. 27. The checks were in a leather sack 
with a chain attached and were collected Friday, Nov. 
24.

Scripsick said they were there when they opened 
the station on Monday, and were taken sometime dur-
ing the day as they were gone at closing time. The theft 
is being investigated. 

On Friday morning, Dec. 1 at 10:40 there will be 
a lyceum number at the Cunningham High School 
auditorium. Max Armstrong, magician, will give a 
program featuring magic, illusion, and comedy. 

Anyone who cares to attend is welcome. 

Berry Bortz of the Cunningham Wildcats was 
named to both first team offensive unit (guard) and de-
fensive unit (back) in the Great Golden Plains League. 
He was the only player to be named on both uits. Berry 
also received honorable mention on the all-state team 
on both offense and defense. 

Berry was well deserving of the honors, especially 
on defense where he led the Wildcats by being in on 23 
tackles per game. Berry is the type of young man who 
could play in any position and do a good job because 
of his desire and dedication. 

Zenda News: Vicki Bohrer was honored with a 
bridal shower Thursday evening. The hostesses were 
Mrs. Kenneth Timmons, Mrs. Neil Fisher, Mrs. Paul 
Dick, Mrs. Ed Kannigesser, Mrs. Joe Thieme, Mrs. Joe 
Depenbusch, Mrs. Leonard Dick, Mrs. Fritz Zrubeck, 
and Mrs. Alvin Hammerschmidt. 

1983
December 1-I certainly want to thank everyone for 

their prayers, cards, calls, visits, letters and gifts during 
my recent stay in the hospital. Alva Hellar

We want to thank the Cunningham Fire Department 
and our neighbors who helped put out the fire in the 
shed on Tuesday morning. The Bob Harberts 

Thanksgiving evening dinner guests of Mr. and 
Mrs. Ned Golden, Randy and Gayla were Mr. and 
Mrs. Marshall Swander, Shannon and Dustin of Iuka. 

Mr. and Mrs. John Brady and sons, Hays, visited 
with Mr. and Mrs. Bob Stillwell one evening last week. 

Since Kansas’ first deer season in 1965, the state’s 
deer population has increased dramatically, and so has 
the number of Kansas deer hunters. 

The 1983 firearms deer season opens on Dec. 3, and 
runs through Dec. 11. In excess of 30,000 applications 
were received for the 23,000 available resident-only 
firearms permits. If recent years’ trends hold true, 
about half of the rifle, shotgun, and muzzle loader 
permittees will be successful in bagging a deer. 

The names of 49 University of Kansas students who 
hold Grace Pearson Scholarship Hall awards for the 
1983-84 academic year have been announced. 

The awards take the form of special housing ar-
rangement originated by KU and still rare at other 
universities. Recipients are selected on the basis of 
academic achievement, character and other merits and 
are entitled to live in the scholarship residence hall. 

The residents share the responsibility for operating 
the hall, which makes possible significant financial 
savings. The awards are renewable if the students 
maintain certain academic standards and fulfill their 
work assignments. 

Scott Mitchell Long is the recipient of the Grace 
Pearson Scholarship Hall award. A Senior, he is the 
son of Bob and Helen Long, Cunningham. 

School Lunch menu: Monday: Ham and potato 
casserole, corn, Hot rolls, fruit, milk. Tuesday: Pizza 
Salad, Fruit, Milk. Wednesday: Chicken and noodles, 
cabbage, peas, hot rolls, pudding, milk. Thursday: 
submarine sandwiches, French fries, carrot sticks, 
cake, milk. Friday: tuna salad, cottage cheese, pork 
and beans, celery, cookies, milk. 

YEARS AGO IN 

The Cunningham Clipper
Publisher: Charles G. Barnes
Editor: Kathleen Pakkebier
Reporter: Florine Kampling

- WANTED - 
Old Photos for Old Photos for Our Community Our Community 

Album  Album  
Call  (620) 298-2659 or email Call  (620) 298-2659 or email 

coucouriernews@yahoo.com riernews@yahoo.com or send or send 
to 320 North Stadium to 320 North Stadium Street, Street, 

Cunningham, KS 67035Cunningham, KS 67035

YEARS AGO IN 

The Cunningham Clipper
W. A. Bradley / William Bradley 
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Catholic Churches
Sacred Heart, Cunningham   St. John, Zenda
Saturdays 5:30 p.m..      Sundays 8:30 a.m. 

St. Leo     St. Peter Willowdale
Sundays 10:00 a.m.     Saturdays 4:00 p.m.    

Father Roger Lumbre
620-243-5451
620-246-5370

Church of Christ
Penalosa
Sunday  11:00 a.m. 

First Christian Church  
Cunningham
Sunday School 9:30 am 
Morning Worship 10:45     
Sunday Evening Worship  6:00
Jr High Youth Group 4:00 pm Sunday
Sr High Youth Group 7:30 pm Sunday
Wednesday Prayer Service 7:00

Pastor Mike McGovney  620-298-3201

Lutheran Churches   
St. John, Nashville   Trinity, Medicine Lodge
620-246-5220   620- 886-3397 
Sunday School & Bible Class Sunday School & Bible Class
9:45 a.m.    9:15 a.m. 
Worship Service   Worship Service
8:30 a.m.    10:30 a.m. 

Our worship service is found on the YouTube channel at: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCrenCH12I9nmpcojCFyYLA

Pastor vacancy until further notice.

 United Methodist Church
Penalosa     Cunningham
Worship 9:15 a.m.    Worship 10:45 a.m.

Pastor Mathew Ndambuki Musyoki
620-298-2090

Zenda
Worship 9:00 a.m.  
Sunday School: Children 8:30 a.m.  Adults 10:00 a.m.

Pastor J L Nichols 
620-491-0680

Cunningham Hands of Hope, 
Inc.

Who:  A Not-for-Profit (501c3) organization providing 
assistance through donations and volunteers. 

Who we serve: Residents within the USD #332 school dis-
trict

What: Food 

When: First and Third Tuesday 2:00-5:00 p.m.
Where: 117 N Main (Old School Board Office)

Why: To provide food assistance to those in need.

How: Attend weekly distribution.  Adult of household must be 
present.

Do you need assistance outside distribution hours?
Please call 620-491-0292 and leave a message. Your call will be returned as 

soon as possible.This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

Arise Early
The Internet says there 

are 8.1 billion people 
on earth. That's 8.1 bil-
lion different circuses go-
ing on in peoples' heads. 
Most are unaware & only 
see "what is" & respond 
to that. Life happens TO 
them.

A few see what can 
be & focus on manifest-
ing that. THEY happen 
to life.

Another chunk are 
in transition, bouncing 
between both scenarios. 
When you're trapped in 
multiple responsibilities, 
it's nearly impossible to 
mentally evolve enough 
to move from reaction to 
creation.

Other relentless head-
winds are physical ex-
haustion, human laziness 
and government & finan-

cial systems that steal 
your time and purchase 
power. These keep you 
away from time alone 
to think. Rare is the day 
there is time left over to 
plan your escape from the 
mental & physical circus.

This is why it's so im-
portant to arise an hour 
early & give that first 
hour to you alone.

Read, research, relax, 
meditate, take a walk, 
listen to music. Eat des-
sert first -- before the 
demands of the day get 
in your face.

THINK.
Wr i t e  a n  e s c a p e 

plan. Chase a desire. 
Contemplate your cre-
ator. Small steps, com-
pounded over time, lead 
to amazing & uncommon 
destinations.

Let the rest of the 
world get your leftovers. 
Take care of you FIRST.

If you're not enough, 
you have nothing of value 
to share with others.

A Column by 
Mike Johnson

More Than a 
Yearly Journey 

By Jenny Fulton
It was a yearly jour-

ney that foreshadowed 
our future.

With much excite-
ment, the Christmas tree 
had been assembled and 
now it was time to ar-
range the destination. 
My older sister carefully 
removed the treasured 
ornament from its box 
and moved to place it 
in a very strategic loca-
tion on the tree – a little 
above the cardboard table 
on which the tree stood 
and not so high that nei-
ther of us could reach it. 
Throughout this proce-
dure, I would gaze in awe 
at the tiny girl swinging 
in a silver star.

“Can I hold her a 
little?”

“No, Jenny. She goes 
right here.”

I would sigh and turn 
away, then begin setting 
up the small nativity set. 
It, of course, belonged di-
rectly beneath the swing-
ing girl, at the base of 
the tree.

After these place-
ments met with our sat-
isfaction, we would move 
downstairs where the 
main characters of our 

story lay waiting. We had 
a week before Christmas 
and they still had to meet 
and build their homes.

With eager purpose 
we took out our Legos 
and dumped the contents 
onto the floor (we never 
were the kind of girls who 
liked to play “House” 
with dolls). Soon, my 
sister had her Lego, Billy, 
the instructions for his 
house, and the necessary 
Legos sitting in orga-
nized piles before her. I 
had my Lego, umm…
temporarily named Tom 
– it changed every year – 
and a random assortment 
of Lego pieces.

Throughout that week, 
Billy and Tom built their 
houses on various geo-
graphical terrain, met and 
conversed with each oth-
er and various other peo-
ple they would happen 
to meet. On Christmas 
morning, they would then 
decide that something 
was telling them to make 
a journey.

While the land out-
side our house was sur-
rounded by flat wheat 
fields, the land inside 
became raging rivers, im-
possible mountains, wide 
and dangerous oceans, 
and dry deserts. For no 
other reason than a feel-

ing they should go, Billy 
and Tom would leave 
their comfortable homes 
and follow the unknown 
call. They faced and tri-
umphed over all the ob-
stacles to arrive, finally, 
at the tree where a girl sat 
swinging in a silver star.

“Hello,” they said in 
deep, manly voices.

“Hello,” responded 
the girl sweetly.

“What are you doing 
up there?”

“I’m watching.”
“ W h a t  a r e  y o u 

watching?”
“That baby. Do you 

see him there?”
The men looked, and 

sure enough, right there 
in front of them were 
cows, sheep, donkeys, a 
man and woman, and a 
little baby. They stared 
at the group for awhile 
and then turned back to 
the girl.

“Can we come up 
there with you?”

“Of course.”
Billy and Tom careful-

ly climbed the Christmas 
tree where they would 
spend the remainder of 
that Christmas morn-
ing – watching the little 
baby and listening to the 
Christmas Story.

Many years  have 
passed since that story 

has been enacted. My 
sister and I have instead 
been living it out in our 
own lives. Following 
the call of the likewise 
now grown-up baby, we 
have left our comfortable 
home in the flatlands of 
the Midwest and traveled 
across rivers, mountains, 
and oceans. Not always 
sure why He has asked 
us to go to these places, 
we have paid heed to the 
urge, and gone. Between 
the two of us, we have 
now spent time traveling 
and/or living in ten coun-
tries outside of the U.S.

This year, as Christmas 
draws approaches, we 
make plans to spend it 
together again – around 
the Christmas tree in 
that small Midwestern 
town. We will journey 
across rivers, mountains, 
oceans, and deserts, com-
ing together in one place 
to celebrate the birth of 
the One who continually 
guides us in ways that 
surpass the limits of our 
imagination.

The yearly make-be-
lieve journey of two small 
girls around a Christmas 
tree has become a life-
long following of the One 
who lay as a baby at the 
base of that tree.

What Does It 
Take to Move 
Confidently 

into New 
Resolutions?  
b y  H e n r i e t t a  W. 

Romman
“May God’s blessings 

surround you each day,
As you trust Him and 

walk in His way,
May His presence 

within
Guard and keep you 

from sin,
Go in peace, go in joy, 

go in love.”
This beautiful chorus 

by Cliff Barrows can 
be the most wonderful 
daily incentive for be-
ginning a new week—a 
new month---or even a 

new year.
January is commonly 

known as an outstanding 
month succeeding the 
Christmas festivities.

In our childlike nature, 
we view it with some con-
siderable apprehension.

“Lord, what will this 
year hold in store for me” 
We pray: “If I make dif-
ferent and strange choices 
as usual, will you not 

please be with me, dear 
Lord?”

Certainly God’s re-
assuring Word says with 
confirmed proof that He 
will indeed do that.

At the approach of 
each New Year, most of 
us expect that “the reso-
lution bulbs” which we 
have recently planted 
in our minds and hearts 
would start to grow ac-
cording to our promises 
to ourselves. We tend to 
hear the word “resolve” 
repeated daily. Generally 
speaking, with a strong 
determination, the good 
things can take shape 
effectively in every per-
son’s life.

Let me first encourage 
and cheer you with this 
beneficial advice from 
my personal experience: 
The most fulfilling, the 
most joyful and peaceful 
place to be is in the center 
of our God’s will. This is 
what we need to do each 
month of every year. We 
should determine to settle 
in the complete will of 
our heavenly Father.

If so, then may this de-
termination be the sincere 
focus of many.

God’s will may not 
necessarily appear as the 
safest place for our life. 
However, knowing that 
He is with us makes all 
the difference in granting 
us the peace and assur-
ance we need.

Isaiah 43:2 (NIV) 
says, “When you pass 

through the waters, I will 
be with you; and when 
you pass through the riv-
ers, they will not sweep 
over you. When you walk 
through the fire, you will 
not be burned; the flames 
will not set you ablaze. 
For I am the Lord, your 
God, the Holy One of 
Israel, your Savior.”

Beloved Friends, our 
Lord promises us that as 
we walk daily depend-
ing upon Him, we shall 
be “waterproof and fire-
proof Christians”. Does 
He mean that we shall 
never be harmed? Indeed 
no! Our Lord promises 
that He will remain our 
defense in our greatest 
difficulties and dangers. 
God will definitely cover 
us completely, so that 
if the body is affected-
--the spirit remains in 
God’s protective hands 
and arms.

W h i l e  w e  w a l k 
through a new resolu-
tion, let not fear grip and 
scare our beings.

I recently read the sto-
ry in the life of Beverley 
LaHaye. Her husband 
Tim decided to take fly-
ing lessons. Knowing of 
his resolution, panic for 
Tim’s presumed dangers 
ahead, stole her peace 
completely.

She writes, “As my 
fear was controlling me, 
I took my husband’s 
advice, was open with 
the Lord, and I prayed, 
letting God know my 

dreads. I said, I am ready 
to change, if YOU Lord 
would have me do so.”

Life is not always calm 
or pleasant. God gave us 
spiritual experience of 
His continuous presence-
--to strengthen us at such 
times of hesitating. In our 
life of faith, we certainly 
heard this expressed nu-
merous times, “If we 
have the person of Christ, 
we have the unshakable 
kingdom”….Amen

We need never fear the 
rising storms as we move 
into any new resolutions. 
As our heavenly Father 
brings you to it, He will 
graciously see you all 
through it.

May we all be led to 
trust God implicitly? We 
shall then be safe, be-
cause He is Lord of all. 
And He knows all things. 
Amen

May the great joy of 
this song inspire us all to 
take any new step blindly.

“Put your hand in the 
hands of the Man who 
stilled the waters?

Put your hand in the 
hand of the Man who 
calmed the sea,

Take a look at your-
self, and you will look at 
others differently,

Put your hand in the 
hand of the Man from 
Galilee”

Free Bread & Baked 
Goods at the 
Cunningham 

Methodist Church  
2 to 5 p.m.

on
 Tuesdays
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Nathan Ndambuki

Keyonna Huffman

Maelyn Jump

Brody Bock

Adam Sterneker

Tyler Osner

Lux Thimesch

CJH Young Lady Cats vs Chase

Morgan Oldham

Andi Young

CJH Wildcats vs Chase
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Kingman County Sheriff's Report                                                                                                                                          
Sunday, November 19 

Traffic Stop   8 
Non-Injury Accident  W D Ave & N Douglas St, Kingman
Traffic Complaint  6000 Blk E Hwy 54, Kingman
911 Accidental Dial  300 Blk S Elliott, Cunningham

Monday, November 20
Traffic Stop   3 
Disabled Vehicle  12000 Blk E Hwy 54, Cheney
Miscellaneous  200 Blk S Main St, Norwich
Injury-Accident  15000 Blk E Hwy 2, Norwich
Non-Injury Accident  W Hwy 54 & NW 50 Ave, Kingman

Tuesday, November 21
Traffic Stop   3 
Transport Prisoner  120 N Spruce, Kingman
Non-Injury Accident  E Hwy 2 & E Hwy 42, Norwich
Transport Prisoner  130 N Spruce, Kingman
Miscellaneous  120 N Spruce, Kingman
Parking Complaint  400 Blk E Leiter Ave, Cunningham
Traffic - DUI Arrest  4000 Blk W Hwy 54, Kingman
Abandoned Vehicle  NE 20 Ave & E Hwy 54, Kingman
Transport Prisoner  120 N Spruce, Kingman
Animal Complaint  2000 Blk N Main St, Kingman
Disabled Vehicle  7000 Blk W Hwy 54, Kingman
911 Accidental Dial  9000 Blk NE 30 St, Murdock

Wednesday, November 22
Traffic Stop   1 
Miscellaneous  16000 Blk NE 50 St, Cheney
Miscellaneous  13000 Blk SE 140 Ave, Norwich

Thursday, November 23
Traffic Stop   3 
911 Accidental Dial  14000 Blk SE 10 Ave, Rago
Fire / Vehicle  13000 Blk SE 170 Ave, Norwich
911 Accidental Dial  6000 Blk E Hwy 54, Kingman
Non-Injury Accident  16000 Blk E Hwy 54, Cheney
Non-Injury Accident  7000 Blk W Hwy 54, Kingman

Friday, November 24
Traffic Stop   3 
Traffic Complaint  W D Ave & N Main St, Kingman
Pursuit   N Hwy 11 & NW 50 St, Kingman
Non-Injury Accident  4500 Blk SE 150 Ave, Cheney
Welfare Check  16000 Blk E Hwy 54, Cheney

Saturday, November 25
Animal Complaint  4000 Blk SE 70 St, Kingman
Injury Accident  18000 Blk W Hwy 54, Cunningham
Non-Injury Accident  1500 Blk E Hwy 54, Kingman
Non-Injury Accident  8000 Blk W Hwy 54, Kingman
Miscellaneous  400 Blk S Main St, Kingman
Non-Injury Accident  8000 Blk W Hwy 54, Cunningham
Non-Injury Accident  8000 Blk E Hwy 54, Murdock
Suspicious Vehicle  17000 Blk SW 150 Ave, Nashville
Traffic Complaint  NE 40 Ave & E Hwy 54, Pretty Prairie
Non-Injury Accident SE 160 St S Hwy 54, Rago
Miscellaneous  N Marquette St & E D Ave, Kingman
Fire / Structure  400 Blk N Marquette, Kingman

Medicare 
Enrollment Part 
2: Before You 
Select A Plan, 
Ask Yourself 

These Questions
Kingman Healthcare 

Center is not contract-
ing (in-network) with 
any Medicare Advantage 
plans in 2024. Multiple 
factors contribute to this 
decision, including ser-
vice denials, prior autho-
rization administrative 
burden, and payments 
that do not cover the cost 
of providing care.

Medicare Advantage 
benefits/perks can ap-
pear appealing. Original 
Medicare includes Part A, 
for inpatient hospital and 
skilled nursing care, and 
Part B, for doctor servic-
es. These plans typically

cost about $165 a 
month (with the cost de-
ducted from your social 
security check). Many 
people pay

extra for Medigap, to 
cover copays and oth-
er out-of-pocket costs, 
as well as Part D plan 
for drugs.  Medicare 
Advantage plans (Part 
C) provide the benefits 
of Part A, B and often 
D, usually for about the 
same amount, with lower 
copays, so there’s no 
need for Medigap. Some 
Medicare Advantage 
plans offer benefits not in 
Original Medicare, such 
as fitness classes, grocer-
ies, or vision and dental 

care. This often sounds 
good—but review the 
details closely. Choosing 
between the two requires 
careful consideration of 
your finances and health 
needs.

Medicare Advantage 
plans carry hidden risks, 
especially for people 
with major health issues. 
Some people in Medicare 
Advantage may end up 
paying unexpectedly high 
costs when they become 
ill or find their network 
lacks the providers they 
need. Non-contracted 
Medicare Advantage 
plans are required by law 
to reimburse Kingman 
Healthcare Center as 
a non-contracted (out-
of-network) provid-
er for emergency care. 
However, if a Medicare 
Advantage enrollee elects 
to receive other

non-emergent services 
at Kingman Healthcare 
Center, then the enrollee 
would be responsible 
for paying the standard 
Medicare rates.

Medicare Advantage 
plans may be especially 
problematic for people in 
rural areas. A 2021 study 
found that rural Medicare 
Advantage plan enroll-
ees were nearly twice 
as likely to switch back 
to Original Medicare as 
those in urban areas.

Ask yourself these 
questions when choosing 
a plan:

Is my hospital, clin-
i c ,  AND phys i c i an 
in-network?

Providers often bill 

for services differently. 
Just because your doctor 
is in-network, doesn’t 
mean all services you re-
ceive at that facility are 
in-network. The hospital 
itself accepts all insur-
ances, but higher out-of-
pocket costs may result 
when not in-network. 
KHC rural health clinics 
(including both Kingman 
Healthcare Center Family 
Clinic & Cunningham 
Clinic) are not in-net-
work with Medicare 
Advantage plans. All 
KHC facilities, providers, 
and clinics accept and are 
in-network with Original 
Medicare. Make sure the 
individual healthcare pro-
viders you know and trust 
are in the network you are 
considering.

A m  I  e n r o l l i n g 
in  a  supplement  or 
replacement?

There is confusion 
su r round ing  d i ffe r-
ent types of Medicare 
plans. If you’re looking 
for a supplemental plan 
(Medigap or Part D), 
make sure you are not en-
rolling in a replacement 
plan (Part C). Medicare 
Advantage plans (Part 
C) cancel and replace 
Original Medicare.

 More questions to 
consider:

• Do I qualify for 
payment assistance or 
have access to other cov-
erage such as Medicare 
Savings Programs, Part 
D Low Income Subsidy, 
or Medigap plans?

• Am I comfort-
able with my care choices 

being directed by my 
insurance company over 
the advice of my physi-
cian? How do I feel about 
a Medicare Advantage 
plan challenging my phy-
sician’s determination 
that the care I need is rea-
sonable and necessary?

• Do I travel out-
side my general home 
area?

• What medica-
tions do I take?

• How important 
are limits on my annual 
maximum out-of-pocket 
costs?

• What is the value 
of coverage for dental, 
hearing, and health club 
memberships?

• What is the value 
of staying with Original 
Medicare knowing the 
services they cover ver-
sus annual monitoring for 
changes to networks and 
coverage requirements?

• Will I be more 
likely to seek medical 
care if it is:

- Easily accessible 
and almost all physi-
cians and facilities are 
available?

- Convenient and 
coverage is available for 
care in most geographic 
areas?

- Lower cost?
Call the insurance 

company directly and 
ask questions:

• If I need to see 
an out-of-network physi-
cian, will the plan cover 
my visits? Will I pay 
more out-of-pocket for an 
out-of-network provider 
or facility?

• What is the ser-
vice area for this insur-
ance plan, and how far 
may I need to travel to 
find an in-network spe-
cialist or facility for spe-
cialized care?

• Does my physi-
cian need approval from 
the plan to admit me to a 
hospital?

• Do I need ap-
proval from my physician 
to see a specialist?

• Are there higher 
copays and deductibles 
for certain types of care, 
such as hospital stays, 
home health care, and 
rehabilitation care?

• Does the plan 
cover any services that 
Original Medicare does 
not? Are there rules, poli-
cies, or restrictions that 
I need to be aware of 
before accessing these 
benefits?

• Does the plan 
impose any coverage 
restrictions on prescrip-
tion drugs? Can we go 
through my current pre-
scriptions to determine if 
they are on the insurance 
plan’s formulary?

• How much will 
I have to pay for brand-
name drugs?

• Will I be able to 
use my local pharmacy?

• Will the insur-
ance plan cover me when 
I travel out of state?

• Does the plan 
cover skilled nursing care 
after hospitalization, and 
what rules, policies, or 
restrictions should I be 
aware of?

 If you are already 

enrolled in Medicare 
Advantage and would 
like to switch plans, 
there’s an annual win-
dow: January 1 to March 
31. During this period, 
you’re allowed to do one 
of these things if you’re 
in a Medicare Advantage 
plan:

• Switch to anoth-
er Medicare Advantage 
Plan

• D r o p  i t  a n d 
go back to Original 
Medicare, and join a 
Medicare drug plan (also 
known as Part D).

If you need assis-
tance evaluating your 
options, help is avail-
able locally with certified 
Senior Health Insurance 
Counseling for Kansas 
(SHICK) health counsel-
ors. Melinda Hageman, 
Social Worker at KHC, 
is SHICK certified and 
happy to discuss options 
with you. SHICK coun-
selors are also available 
through the area Council 
on Aging.

E d i t o r i a l  N o t e s : 
P res ton  Sauers  has 
been serving as CEO 
of Kingman Healthcare 
Center since 2021. Prior 
to being named CEO, 
he was the CFO at an-
other Kansas Critical 
Access Hospital and then 
the Director of Business 
Operations. Given the his 
extensive background in 
the revenue cycle, Sauers 
is an expert in healthcare 
finance.

Members of the CJH Cheer Squad 
Kourtni Fischer
Markley Glenn
Maelyn Jump
Raven Koester
Carly McGuire
Vaughn Preisser

Keyonna Huffman
Lux Thimesch
Andi Young
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Donations Needed for Kingman 
Humane Society

The pets at Kingman 
C o u n t y  H u m a n e 
Society are in need of 
the following items:
13-gal. kitchen trash 
bags
dry cat and kitten food
clumping cat litter
canned dog food
Purina Puppy Chow
long-lasting chews
stainless steel flat-sid-
ed water buckets
paper towels

bleach
l i q u i d  l a u n d r y 
detergent
poop bag rolls
d isposable  g loves 
(large)
The i tems can be 
brought to KCHS at 
811 East C Avenue in 
Kingman
Monetary donations 
can be sent to KCHS 
P.O. Box 103
Kingman KS  67068

Kingman County Humane Society 
Pets Ready for Adoption

Mia
Sponsored by Baker Accounting

Nina
Sponsored by Baker Accounting

Female Domestic Shorthair
About 6 pounds 
1 year +
$50.00
Nina has been at the shelter since November 1, 

2022 (over a year now)

Female Beagle / Retriever, Labrador
About 50 pounds
2 years +
$180.00
Mia has been at the shelter since October 15, 2023
She is good with other dogs and people friendly.
We think Mia would make a great police dog...she 

certainly made several good friends while she was 
at the Harper Police Department! This little wiggly 
butt loves everyone!

Christmas
Parade

Saturday, December 9
11 am - 5:30 pm

11 am - 1 pm Soup & Desserts - Community Center

1 pm Parade Line Up - 4th St

1:15 pm Parade Judging 

1:30 pm Parade Starts

2 pm - 3 pm Photos w/ Santa - Dafforn Park

5:30 pm Movie - East of Bank

10 am - 4 pm Craft Vendors - Downtown

  THE CUNNINGHAM MUSEUMTHE CUNNINGHAM MUSEUM
presents:

Join us for an outdoor production featuring:Join us for an outdoor production featuring:

“The Christmas Chronicles”

WHEN: SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9TH

WHERE: OPEN LOT EAST OF BANK BUILDING

ADMISSION: FREE!!

CONCESSIONS OPEN @ 5:00 PM

MOVIE BEGINS @ 5:30 PM

*Free will donations will be accepted
for concessions and entry!

*only golf carts allowed in lot!
Please bring chairs and blankets.

*Event is weather permitting and
Tentative to relocation if necessary.

*Parking will be available on side-
streets and on main street.

Cunningham Santa Claus Day Parade NEW Information
NEW Combined  Parade  Ent ry 

Categories:
1 Battery Cars, Wagons, Tricycles
2 Costumes, Pets, Walking Entries
3 Wheels: scooters, skate/hoverboards, 

rollerblades, bicycles
4. Motorized Vehicles: golf carts, ATV-

must be single-rider only (4 wheeler/dirt 
bike) UTV (gator, side-by-side, etc. 

5 Floats
6 Other: motocycles, vintage cars, trac-

tors, fire/EMS, large equipment
7 Horses 
Anyone can join the parade, however, 

ONLY decorated entries, age 18 and under 
in categories 1 - 4, as well as ANY entry 
in the float category will be eligible to be 
judged for prize money. 

There will be 3 placings per category. 
Participants can be any age but must 
include an under 18 youth riding to be 
judged. 

Prizes: Categories 1 - 4 
1st place $10.00; 
2nd place $8.00       3rd place $6.00
Float prizes: 1st place  $75.00  
2nd place  $50.00    3rd place   $25.00
Drivers in categories 1 - 4 must have 

a legally licensed driver age 15 or older
Candy may be tossed by any entry ON 

FOOT or in line in front of the floats
For parade questions please contact:
Tim & Barbara Schultz at 620-318-6022
Jerree FitzSimmons at 620-243-4176
MaKala FitzSimmons at 620-388-5202
PLEASE remove vehicles off of 4th 

Street in front of the cunningham Schools 
by 12:30 for parade lineup. PLEASE re-
move vehicles from the 100 block of Main 
Street by 1:00 p.m.,
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 ACROSS
1. Loaded up
6. Tube in old TV
9. Pouches
13. Tequila source
14. Stick in water
15. Jig’s French cousin
16. TV’s “____ Secretary”
17. Money in Myanmar
18. Photoshop maker
19. *Result of multiplication
21. *Whole number
23. *Say 2+2 is 5, e.g.
24. Arctic floater
25. Dashboard acronym
28. Fountain serving
30. Spanky or Alfalfa
35. Short for “hurry up”
37. Live bait
39. Turn upside down
40. Cassette contents
41. Retire from military, for short
43. Jason’s vessel
44. Sicker
46. “Sight for ____ eyes”
47. Puppy cry
48. Denver option, at a diner
50. Apartment
52. Green turtle’s domain
53. Final
55. Personal trainer’s place of 
employment
57. *Venn ____
61. *Point in 2.5
65. Barrel racing meet
66. Gobbled up
68. On the rocks (2 words)

69. *Fields Medal to a mathemati-
cian, e.g.
70. Sports official, for short
71. 8 of something
72. Like Gulf Stream
73. Big bang maker
74. Required things
DOWN
1. “I lift my ____ beside the 
golden door”
2. Petri dish gel
3. Carpenter’s groove
4. Dodge, as in tax bill
5. Takes exception to
6. Native Egyptian, in Roman 
times
7. *Line with one endpoint
8. Path in the woods
9. Left or right, e.g.
10. Awestruck
11. *Three-dimensional figure 
with 6 square faces
12. Palm reader, e.g.
15. Cake with filling
20. Three people?
22. Neither here ____ there
24. Subcontract (2 words)
25. *1:2, e.g.
26. Sacred song
27. Canada’s favorite tree?
29. “Nobody ____ It Better”
31. Fix a cat
32. First discovered asteroid
33. *Measured in degrees
34. Parkinson’s disease drug
36. Banana remnant
38. Between dawn and noon

42. Brown shade
45. Retread, past tense
49. Non-alcoholic brew
51. Rockefeller or Bezos
54. Like today’s phone
56. Kind of pie
57. No-win situation
58. Wisconsin neighbor
59. Jewish month of Purim
60. Disease-causing organism
61. Clever
62. Indoor allergy cause
63. Crushed it, as in a test
64. “____ Make a Deal”
67. *X

 Statepoint Crossword 
Theme: Math 101

Chairman Henning 
cal led the Board of 
County Commissioners 
meeting to order  at 
8:40 a.m. November 
20, 2023, in the County 
Commissioners room 
at the Kingman County 
Courthouse. Present:  Jerry 
Henning, Chairman; Pat 
Elpers, Commissioner; 
J a c k  T h i m e s c h , 
Commissioner; 
Brandon Ritcha, County 
Counselor; Stan Goetz, 
HR/Planning/Zoning/
Wastewater Director

Vi s i t o r s :   L a r r y 
L a n d w e h r ;  S h e l b y 
Snyder,  Chamber of 
Commerce Director; 
Janice Smith, Chamber 
of Commerce; Fred Foley 
and Bob Morris, Kingman 
Leader-Courier.

Staff: Ron Leroux, 
Noxious Weed Director; 
Amber Hartley, County 
A ppra i s e r ;  Cha r l e s 
Arensdorf, Public Works 
Director and LaDawn 
S tegman ,  F inanc ia l 
Officer.

Chairman Henning 
asked if there were any 
additions to the agenda. 

Chairman Henning 
w o u l d  l i k e  t o  a d d 
an executive session 
for  At torney-Cl ien t 
privilege.
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Thimesch moved to ap-
prove the agenda with the 
addition of an Attorney-
Client Executive ses-
sion.  Commissioner 
Elpers seconded the mo-
tion. The motion was 
approved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners. 

Chairman Henning 
asked if there was any 
public comment. Larry 
Landwehr said “Thanks 
for the rain”.

Fred Foley was in for 
wind farm support.

The minutes were sub-
mitted for the November 
14th, 2023, City/School 
General Election Canvass 
for approval.
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Thimesch moved to ap-
prove the November 
14th, 2023, Canvass min-
utes.  Chairman Henning 
seconded the motion.  
The motion was ap-
proved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

The minutes were sub-
mitted for the November 
14th, 2023, Commission 
Meeting for approval.
MOTION:  Commissioner 

Thimesch moved to ap-
prove the November 14th, 
2023, Commission meet-
ing minutes.  Chairman 
Henning seconded the 
motion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

 Ron Leroux, Noxious 
Weed Director was in for 
his performance review.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  
Commissioner Thimesch 
moved to go into ex-
ecutive session with Ron 
Leroux, Noxious Weed 
Director and Brandon 
Ritcha, County Counselor 
at 8:56 a.m. to discuss an 
individual employee’s 
evaluation pursuant to 
the exception under the 
Kansas Open Meetings, 
and they will return to 
open session in the Board 
meeting room at 9:10 
a.m.  Commissioner 
Elpers seconded the mo-
tion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  
Commissioner Elpers 
moved to go into ex-
ecutive session with 
Amber Hartley, County 
Appraiser and Brandon 
Ritcha, County Counselor 
at 9:12 a.m. to discuss an 
individual employee’s 
evaluation pursuant to 
the exception under the 
Kansas Open Meetings, 

and they will return to 
open session in the Board 
meeting room at 9:25 
a.m.  Commissioner 
Thimesch seconded the 
motion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  
Commissioner Thimesch 
moved to go into execu-
tive session with Charles 
Arensdorf, Public Works 
Director and Brandon 
Ritcha, County Counselor 
at 9:30 a.m. to discuss an 
individual employee’s 
evaluation pursuant to 
the exception under the 
Kansas Open Meetings 
Act, and they will return 
to open session in the 
Board meeting room at 
9:40 a.m.  Commissioner 
Elpers seconded the mo-
tion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Commissioners re-
turned to regular session 
at 9:40 a.m. with no ac-
tion taken.
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Elpers moved to ap-
prove the memoran-
dum of agreement for 
Flat Ridge 4 & 5 Wind, 
LLC.  Commissioner 
Thimesch seconded the 
motion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Mr. Arensdorf submit-
ted the following permit:

Jason Osner-Water 
line crossing between 
section 9 & 16, Township 
27, Range 10 (Dresden).

Commissioners 
d i scussed  wi th  Mr. 
Arensdorf and Steve 
Bachenberg via phone 
the following:

Liquidated damages 
on the FLAP project.

Safety improvements 
FAS 2025 (SW 80 St) .5 
mile west of SW 90 Ave

Traffic control at the 
intersection of NE 10 St 
& NE 100 Ave (Midway).

Mr. Arensdorf let the 
Commissioners know 
that  the Cost  Share 
Program awards to be 
announced on November 
28, 2023 at 10:00 a.m.

Mr. Arensdorf dis-
c u s s e d  w i t h  t h e 
Commissioners the fence 
removal at the south side 
of the Rodeo grounds.

S h e l b y  S n y d e r , 
Chamber of Commerce 
Director  & Janice Smith 
were in to request a do-
nation towards the EPIC 
grant they are applying 
for.

Commissioners let 
Ms. Snyder and Ms. 
Smith know that they 
will consider a donation 
after the rest of the busi-
nesses have submitted 
their donations.

LaDawn Stegman, 

Financial Officer was 
in to report on corre-
spondence with the City 
of Kingman on EMS 
numbers.

Commissioners dis-
cussed the 2024 invoice 
for dues received from 
SCKEDD (South Central 
K a n s a s  E c o n o m i c 
Development District) in 
the amount of $1269.90.  
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Elpers moved to continue 
with SCKEDD mem-
bership for 2024 in the 
amount of $1269.90.  
Commissioner Thimesch 
seconded the motion.  
The motion was ap-
proved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Commissioners dis-
cussed the possibility 
of contracting window 
cleaning and decided to 
put it on hold for now.

Commissioners dis-
cussed  t h e  u p c o m -
ing KAC meeting that 
will be held in Wichita, 
December 5th through 
the 7th.
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Elpers moved to ad-
journ the regular board 
meeting at 10:48 a.m.  
Commissioner Thimesch 
seconded the motion.  
The motion was ap-
proved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Minutes from 
the Pratt County 

Commission 

How SSA.gov 
Helps You

 
We’re excited to an-

nounce the addition of 
two helpful screening 
tools on SSA.gov! These 
tools are the Benefits 
Screener and the Card 
Replacement Screener. 
The Benefit Screener 
helps you determine your 
eligibility for benefits and 
the Card Replacement 
Screener helps you re-
quest a replacement 
Social Security card. 
Let’s go over how you 
can use these tools. 

Benefits Screener 
You can access the 

Benefits Screener tool 
at www.ssa.gov/prepare/
check-eligibility-for-ben-
efits to determine which 

benefits you may be eli-
gible for, typically in 10 
minutes or less! Whether 
you’re considering retire-
ment, disability, survivor, 
or other types of benefits, 
this tool will guide you in 
the right direction. 

To use the screener, 
select the “Start” button 
and answer a few ques-
tions about what’s go-
ing on in your life. You 
will immediately get a 
response that tells you 
which benefits you may 
be eligible for based on 
your answers. 

Card Replacement 
Screener  

You can access the 
C a r d  R e p l a c e m e n t 
Screener at www.ssa.
gov/number-card/re-
place-card. If you need a 
physical Social Security 

card, you can use this 
screener to determine the 
best way to replace it.   

Depending on your 
situation, you may be 
able to request a replace-
ment Social Security card 
without visiting a local 
office. Select “Answer 
a few questions” on the 
Replacement Card page 
to get started. If you can’t 
complete the process on-
line and have to visit an 
office, you can save your-
self time by starting with 
the online application.  

Requesting a replace-
ment Social Security card 
is free. In most situa-
tions, you do not need to 
present a physical card – 
just knowing your Social 
Security number is usual-
ly enough. But if you do 
need the physical card, 

you can use this online 
screener to get started. 

SSA.gov continues to 
be a safe and secure way 
to conduct your business 
with us online. The re-
designed website—with 
its online tools—is the 
quickest, easiest, and 
most convenient way to 
begin.  

Please share this in-
formation with those who 
need it. 
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Pharmacists

S u b s c r i b e  t o  y o u r 
h o m e t o w n  p a p e r !

 

State Farm Insurance 
Jon Wollen, Agent 
 152 N Main Street 

Kingman, KS 67068 
 Bus: 620-532-3179 

Toll Free: 800-824-6681 
www.jonwollen.com 

 Laubhan, Harbert & Haas, L.C. 
Certified Public Accountants 
Complete Accounting Services 

Tax - Bookkeeping - Payroll      
- Consulting - 

 Joseph A. Harbert, CPA 
217 N Main St.  Kingman, KS 67068 

620-532-3667 
Lorin Haas, CPA 

420 S. Jackson Suite 200
    Pratt, KS 67124 

620-672-3400

Agriculture

KANZA bank 
151 N. Main, Kingman, KS 

620-532-5821 
Lobby Hours  

9-5 M-F
Drive Thru Hours 

 8 - 6 M-F, 8-12 Sat. 
Equal Housing Lender     

Member FDIC  

InsuranceNeville Built
Grain Trailers  

& Custom-Built Trailers 
Dick or Marvin Neville 

5581 SW 50 St. Kingman, KS 
620-532-3487 

1-800-301-3487 

Kingman Real Estate 
SALES AND APPRAISALS
Scott Sparks    532-4242
Nancy Milford    491-0774

Lexi Miller 532-5204
Office   620-532-3581 

146 N. Main, Kingman, KS 
www.kingmanksre.com

Ability - Honesty - Service 

Real Estate

Kingman Drug 
211 North Main, Kingman 

 Pharmacists on call 24 hours 
Days - store ph. 620-532-5113 

Emergency after hours call  
Merlin McFarland    620-532-3855

Optometrists

Troy Maydew, OD 
Seth Thibault, OD 

Andrew W. Piester, OD
216 S. Oak

Pratt, Kansas 67124 
620-672-5934 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  M - F  

604 N. Walnut 
Medicine Lodge, Kansas 67104 

620-886-3222 
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

1:00 - 5:00 p.m.   
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 

Seth Thibault, OD
Andrew W. Piester, OD

104 West C Ave. 
Kingman, KS 67068 

620-532-3154   
1-800-371-3154 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Monday - Thursday

8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Friday

Dixon’s  
True Value Hardware 

Heating & A/C 
325 N. Main, Kingman, KS 

532-2631

Home 
Improvement

Advertise Your 
Business 

in the Courier 

4C
Cunningham Child Care
Children 8 weeks to 11 years

120 West 3rd  
Cunningham, KS
620-298-2010

Child Care

Fitzsimmons Insurance 
Cunningham, KS 67037 

Bus: 620-298-5291
Toll Free: 800-536-5291

For more information
see display ad on page 4

Banks

Hospitals and 
Clinics

Accountants Repair Service
Baker Professional 

Accounting Services
Tax Compliance

Process Improvement
Tax Preparation

Tax Planning
Quick Books Consulting

920 E. 1st Street 
Pratt, KS 67124

www.baker-accounting.com
620-672-2502

Trina Wilkerson, AFSP

(620) 491-1771


307 N Ninnescah St  
Kingman, Kansas


www.kingmantaxpro.com


Tax Services

First  publ ished in  the 
Cunn ingham Cour ie r, 
Thursday, November 23, 
2023. (3t)

IN THE THIRTIETH 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT

DISTRICT COURT OF 
KINGMAN COUNTY, KANSAS

IN THE MATTER OF THE 
ESTATE OF: 
DELMAR D. VORAN, Deceased. 
   

Case No. 2023 PR 25
 (Petition Pursuant to 
K.S.A. Chapter 59)
NOTICE OF HEARING 
THE STATE OF KANSAS TO ALL 
PERSONS CONCERNED:
You are hereby notified that on 
November 20,  2023, a Petition 
was filed in this Court by Steven 
W. Voran, Sharon A. Begkamp and 
Adrian L. Voran, duly appointed, 
qualified and acting Co-Executors 
of the Estate of Delmar D. Voran, 
deceased, praying Petitioners 
acts be approved; account be 
settled and allowed; the heirs be 
determined; the Will be construed 
and the Estate be assigned to the 
persons entitled thereto; the Court 

find the allowances requested for 
attorneys’ fees and expenses are 
reasonable and should be allowed; 
the costs be determined and or-
dered paid; the administration of 
the Estate be closed; upon the 
filing of receipts the Petitioners 
be finally discharged as the Co-
Executors of the Estate of Delmar 
D. Voran, deceased, and the 
Petitioners be released from fur-
ther liability.
You are required to file your 
written defenses thereto on or 
before December 12, 2023, at 
10:00 o’clock a.m. in the District 
Court, Kingman, Kingman County, 
Kansas, at which time and place 
the cause will be heard.  Should 
you fail therein, judgment and de-
cree will be entered in due course 
upon the Petition.
Steven W. Voran, Sharon A. 
Bergkamp and Adrian L. Voran, 
Co-Executors
Brandon T. Ritcha, #25768
ATTORNEY AT LAW
349 North Main, P. O. Box 113
Kingman, KS 67068
(620) 532-3103
Attorney for Petitioners

Public Notice

IN THE THIRTIETH 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT

DISTRICT COURT, KINGMAN 
COUNTY, KANSAS

SHANE HORSCH, Plaintiff,  
 vs.  
Case No. KM-2023-CV-300003

1990 KENWORTH SEMI TRUCK;
VIN #: 1XKEDB9XXLJ376701
 and ANY AND ALL PERSONS 

OR ENTITES WITH AN 
IINTEREST IN OR TO 

THE ABOVE VEHICLE, 
and KANSAS DEPARTMENT 
OF REVENUE,   Defendants.       
Pursuant to K.S.A. Chapter 60

NOTICE OF SUIT
STATE OF KANSAS TO:

Any and all other persons who are 
or may be concerned:

You are hereby notified that a 
Petition has been filed in the 
District Court of Kingman County, 
Kansas, by Shane Horsch praying 
for title to be quieted and given 
to the Plaintiff regarding a 1990 
Kenworth Semi Truck, VIN 
#: 1XKEDB9XXLJ376701.
You are hereby required to plead 
to said petition on or before 
January 3 2023, in said court, at 
the Kingman County Courthouse, 
Kingman, Kansas. Should you 
fail therein, judgment and decree 
will be entered in due course on 
said petition.
Shane Horsch, Petitioner
Matthew W. Ricke
349 N. Main, PO Box 113
Kingman, KS  67068
(620) 532-3103
Attorney for Plaintiff

Public Notice
First published in The Cunningham Courier on 

November 23, 2023 (3t)

The Prat t  County 
commissioners met in 
regular session Monday, 
November 20, 2023, at 
2:00 p.m. in the commis-
sioner room, 1st floor of 
the courthouse. The fol-
lowing members were 
present:  Thomas W. 
Jones III, Rick Shriver, 
Dwight Adams, Tyson 
Eisenhauer, county coun-
selor, Lori Voss, county 
clerk and Mark Graber, 
IT director.

Hea the r  Morgan , 
economic development/
COVID consultant, re-
ported representative 
Kyle Hoffman will be 
at PCC December 11 at 
10:30 at PCC and would 
like the commissioners 
to attend the meeting. 
She is working with the 
fair board on funding the 
proposed pavilion. She is 
working on a PDAC ap-
plication, that would put a 
business back in business. 
The ambulance transport 
van was put out to bid 
last week. Department 
of Commerce reported 
statewide unemployment 
numbers are 2.5% for 
Pratt County. 

The  governor attend-
ed the state water con-
ference discussing water 
issues. There is dedicated 
money for the Quivira 
Impairment. There is $35 
million dedicated to buy-
ing out water rights and 
improving water technol-
ogy. Audubon has asked 
for their lawsuit to be 
stayed until the state has 
reached some compro-
mises. The Highway 54 
support letter was sent in. 
She stated there should 

be an announcement in 
the next couple of weeks.

Commissioner Shriver 
made a motion to re-
cess into executive ses-
sion for fifteen minutes 
at 2:07 p.m. to discuss 
non-elected personnel 
to discuss employees. 
Commissioner Adams 
seconded the motion. 
Motion carr ied 3-0. 
Commissioner Shriver 
made a motion to return 
from executive session at 
2:18 with no action taken. 
Commissioner Adams 
seconded the motion. 
Motion carried 3-0.

 C o m m i s s i o n e r 
Shriver made a motion to 
approve raises for Kinzie 
Milburn at .50 and Sherry 
Vierthaler at .50 with 
the Health Department 
for additional responsi-
bilities. Commissioner 
Adams seconded the mo-
tion. Motion carried 3-0. 

Doug Freund, reported 
he would like to put two 
older trucks on Purple 
Wave. Commissioner 
Shriver made a motion to 
approve the selling of two 
trucks on Purple Wave. 
Commissioner Adams 
seconded the motion. 
Motion carried 3-0.

Ramona  Truh la r, 
RSVP driver, stated there 
is some issues with a 
driver. Commissioner 
Adams made a motion 
to recess into executive 
session for fifteen min-
utes at 2:22 p.m. to dis-
cuss non-elected per-
sonnel concerning a bus 
driver. Commissioner 
Shriver seconded the mo-
tion. Motion carried 3-0. 
Commissioner Shriver 
made a motion to return 
at 2:35 p.m. with no ac-
tion taken. Commissioner 
Adams seconded the mo-
tion. Motion carried 3-0.

Commissioner Adams 

made a motion to ap-
prove the minutes from 
November 13, 2023. 
Commissioner Shriver 
seconded the motion. 
Motion carried 3-0.

Commissioner Adams 
made a motion to ap-
prove the minutes from 
the November 7, 2023, 
city/school election can-
vass held, November 
20, 2023. Commissioner 
Shriver seconded the mo-
tion. Motion carried 3-0.

Clerk Voss present-
ed questionnaires from 
EMC Insurance for the 
courthouse and the old 
PRRC building. It was 
suggested they get in 
contact with the hos-
pital board for the old 
PRRC building. It was 
suggested to contact 
Integreen for assistance 
on the Courthouse ques-
tionnaire. Clerk Voss will 
contact for assistance.

Commissioner Shriver 
made a motion to recess 
into executive session for 
fifteen minutes at 2:42 
p.m. for attorney client 
matter concerning county 
policies. Commissioner 
Adams seconded the mo-
tion. Motion carried 3-0. 
Commissioner Shriver 
made a motion to return 
from executive session 
with no action taken. 
Commissioner Adams 
seconded the motion. 
Motion carried 3-0.

Commissioner Adams 
made a motion to approve 
the payment vouchers 
from November 20, 2023. 
Commissioner Shriver 
seconded the motion. 
Motion carried 3-0.

Commissioner 
Adams made a motion 
to adjourn at 2:56 p.m. 
Commissioner Shriver 
seconded the motion. 
Motion carried 3-0.

Minutes from 
the Pratt County 

Commission 

“Only if we are secure in our beliefs can 
we see the comical side of the universe.”

― Flannery O'Connor
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Courier Copies

   

T h e  Cu n n i ng h am  C ou r i er
   3 2 0  Nor t h  St a d iu m  Stre e t

   Cu n n i ng h am ,  K S  6 7 0 3 5
Name_____________________        
Address______________________
City_____________________ State____  
Zip ___________-_________
Subscription Rates: 
In Kansas: $45..00 per year  / Out of State: $50.00
Students: $30.00 and $35.00

Do you need extra copies of The Courier, 
but can't catch me home, or don't want 

to drive clear to the edge of town? 
You can purchase additional copies at 

Fitzsimmons Insurance there on Main Street. 
(You can purchase a lovely card or two or three 
made by Louise Armstrong while you are there.)

This advertising space 
available for $12.00

 

FOR SALE

Trash and recycling schedules are available at 
City Hall. 

If you have large, bulky items for pick up (i.e. 
appliances or furniture) please call Nisly at 620-662-
6561. They pick up bulky items once a month. This 
service is included in your trash bill with the city! No 
extra charge!

 

Advertising Opportunity

Effective June 1, 2022:  Ads are $6.00 per column 
inch. Front page ads are $10.00 per column inch.  All ads 
are subject to approval of this paper, which reserves the 
right to edit, reject, or properly classify any ad.  Note: The 
views and opinions expressed in advertisements in The 
Cunningham Courier do not necessarily represent the 
views and opinions of the Courier or staff. Errors will be 
corrected when brought to my attention.  
Classified Ad Rates 
$5.00 minimum charge for one-week run. 
DEADLINES: 2:00 p.m. Tuesdays

C-1 Construction

620-532-4195
Soil Conservation Practices, 

Site Grading, Pond Dam Restoration
- SOIL EROSION MEASURES - 

Building Pads
GREG CONRARDY

Cunningham Liquor
OPEN — 11 a.m. to  9  p.m. — Monday thru Thursday

          11 a.m. to 10 p.m. — Friday & Saturday 
12 noon to 8 p.m. – Sunday
“Cold Brew... Warm Spirits”            298-2033

The Cunningham Burn Site is locked. A $50.00 
deposit is required to obtain a key at City Hall. Your 
deposit is cheerfully refunded when you return the key.

 

      Time to Talk Trash

  
 

BBLLAASSII  
SSEERRVVIICCEE  

Zenda, KS 
620-243-5571 

BEvERages*Snacks*Gas 
Everyday 6am-10pm 

“Where Everyone 
Knows Your Business” 

 

 

Place your 25-word classified in this paper and 135 more 
for only $300/ week. Find employees, sell your home or your 
car. Call the Kansas Press Association @ 785-271-5304 today!

Conrardy Seeds
Custom Seed Cleaning

7681 SW 80 Ave     Kingman, KS 

(620) 532-5508
AgriPro Alfalfa Seeds

“Wheat is Our Specialty”

Cunningham Auto 
Service

Complete Auto Care
Call Tom or Matt

620-298-2029
cunninghamautoserviceatgmail.com

Thanks for 
recycling 

     The Courier on 
December 11th 

Recycle  -   Reduce  -   Reuse -   Repurpose

305 North Cedar, Kingman, Kan. 

Phone (620) 532-5744 

Service Hours: 7:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
First Come - First Served

 Funded in Part by KDOT Public Transportation Program 

Kingman Public 
Transportation  

Thank You Note RATES
Use the Courier to say 

"Thank You".  
$.10 per word 

($6.00 minimum)

To reserve the 
Cunningham 

Community Center, 
 contact Molly Morgan at

620-298-3077

Cozy's Pizza
115 N. Main

Cunningham, 
KS 67035

620-298-7000
Mon., Tues., & Thurs. - 11:00 to 8:00
Friday and Saturday - 11:00 to 9:00

Closed Wednesday and Sunday

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No payments for 18 months!  
Lifetime warranty & professional installs. Senior & Military 
Discounts available.  Call: 855-219-8849

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD GUITARS! 1920-1980 
Gibson, Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, 
Rickenbacker, Prairie State, D'Angelico, Stromberg. And 
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 855-454-6658

PAYING TOP CA$H FOR MEN'S SPORT WATCHES! 
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, 
GMT, Submariner and Speedmaster. Call 844-575-0691

PROFESSIONAL LAWN SERVICE:  Fertilization, 
weed control, seeding, aeration and mosquito control.  Call 
now for a free quote.  Ask about our first ap plication spe-
cial! 855-288-8649. 

 

Miscellaneous

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills SPECIAL 
$99.00 FREE Shipping! 100% guaranteed. CALL NOW! 
844-887-7963

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS.  Fast free pick up. All 50 States.  
Patriotic Hearts’ programs help veterans find work or start 
their own business. Call 24/7: 855-612-3543.

LOW COST HEALTH INSURANCE. Government 
subsidies available for families earning $111,000 or 
less a year.  See if you qualify.  Call for your free quote! 
1-844-488-0570

MEDICARE PLANS HAVE CHANGED!!! Make 
sure your plan will meet your needs in 2024.  Our licensed 
agents can review the changes, address your needs and 
make sure you aren't overpaying!  For a free quote, Call 
now! 1-888-924-0449

INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT?  Don't Accept the insur-
ance company's first offer. Many injured parties are entitled 
to cash settlements in the $10,000's. Get a free evaluation to 
see what your case is really worth. 100% Free Evaluation. 
Call Now: 1-888-920-1883

AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWNER? STORM 
DAMAGE? You need a local expert provider that proudly 
stands behind their work.  Fast, free estimate. Financing 
available.  Call 1-877-589-0093

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:  A 
small amount of water can lead to major damage and mold 
in your home. If you have water damage to your home, 
call for a free estimate for complete repairs to protect your 
family and your home's value! 

Call 24/7:  1-877-586-6688

NEED NEW WINDOWS?  Drafty rooms? Chipped 
or damaged frames? Need outside noise reduction? New, 
energy efficient windows may be the answer! Call for a 
consultation & FREE quote today. 1-866-766-5558

FRESH PIANOS! Several “like new” grand, ver-
tical and digital pianos by Yamaha, Steinway and 
Kawai. A couple nice Lowrey organs, too. Just in time 
for the holidays! Mid-America Piano, Manhattan, 
785-537-3774, piano4u.com    
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Bill Huffman

Cards by Roberta Kobbe
Handmade Greeting Cards for sale.

Shop for cards at Cleo's in Kingman and 
Cheney, Ye Olde General 

Store in Norwich and 
Market 54 on Main in 
Pratt or contact me.
Will mail or deliver.

Cards and stamps make 
nice gifts for shut-ins.

620-298-2659

Advertise 
with
The 

Courier

A BIG thank you to who-
ever cleaned the snow off my driveway after 
the storm this weekend. Please let me know 
who you are so I can properly thank you!

-Dane Huhman  

 

A Note of Thanks

Cleo's Flower Shop
229  N. Main in Kingman

kingmanksflorist.com
(620) 532-3883

***
221 N. Main in Cheney

cheneyksflorist.com
(316) 542-0054
Sheila Jayne, 

Owner/Operator

Wilmer  (B i l l )  E . 
Huffman passed away 
peacefully on Sunday, 
November 19, 2023 at 
the Kansas City Hospice 
House. 

He was born December 
22, 1931 to Roy and 
Mable (Mow) Huffman 
in Cunningham, KS.  Bill 
married JoAnn Fort in 
Rogers, AR on May 31, 
1959, and they had two children. 

Bill graduated from Cunningham High School, 
Pratt (KS) Junior College, and then the University 
of Kansas.  After earning his bachelors, he worked in 
Hutchinson, KS with an accounting firm before be-
coming a CPA and partner in the Hampton-Huffman 
Accounting Firm in Pratt.  He established KWNS 
(Kansas Weather, News, and Sports} radio station 
in Pratt.  He was also an accountant for the Swinson 
Motor Company in Pratt.

Bill decided to return to the University of Kansas 
where he received his MBA and doctorate in ac-
counting.  After graduation he taught at Washburn 
University followed by Pittsburg State University 
where he was an associate professor in the Accounting 
Department and was recognized as an outstanding 
teacher.  He also served 20+ years in the Kansas 
National Guard and Army Reserve, retiring as a major.

While teaching at Pittsburg State, Dr. Huffman was 
active in the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) 
program.  He served in several capacities, including 
District Coordinator and Kansas Training Specialist 
for AARP Tax-Aide.  Dr. Huffman was also treasurer 
for the Homer Cole Senior Center in Pittsburg for sev-
eral years and served on the Supervisory Committee 
for Kansas Teachers Community Credit Union.  Bill 
was a member of Kiwanis for many years. He was 
always active in church, serving in various positions 
including elder, chairman of the board, and treasurer.  
In addition, he taught Sunday school for many years.

His survivors are his wife of the home, a daughter 
Dr. Cynthia Huffman, a son Dr. William (Christy) 
Huffman, two grandsons - Christopher (Lauren) 
Huffman and Andrew Huffman, two great grand-
daughters – Elise, Josie, and an expected great grand-
son, along with several nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by his parents, brothers 
Elmo, Delmer, Dale, and Bob, and sister Velda. 

A Memorial service was held on Wednesday (Nov. 
29) at the First United Methodist Church in Pittsburg 
with Rev. Pastor “Jin” Hyunjin Cho officiating with 
Rev. Mark Chambers assisting. The family suggests 
memorials be given to the First United Methodist 
Church. These may be left at the service or mailed to 
Brenner Mortuary, 114 E. 4th St., Pittsburg. Friends 
may also leave condolences online at www.brenner-
mortuary.com. Arrangements are under the direction 
of the Brenner Mortuary.

A U C T I O N ! !
Sat. December 9, 2023 – 10:30 AM

16004 SW 100 AVE Zenda, KS 
(1 Mile W & 2 S of Zenda)

2001 7’x 20’ Steel floor, 9,000lb Winch, Power up & Down, Tandem 5,200lb 
Axles, 2” Ball. 2.) Utility Trailer 7’x 10’ with 4’ back gate. 3.) International 
Pick-up bed Trailer. 

1991 JD 755 Tractor, Hydrostat, 1,423 hours, Loader 5’ Bucket, 3pt, PTO, 
Roll Bar, 60” Belly Mower, Pallet Forks. 2011 Kawasaki 610, 4x4, 650hrs, 
Manual Tilt, Soft Top Cab. Grasshopper 620 Mower, 52”, Foldable Deck, 
100hrs on New Engine. Predator 8750 Generator, Electric Start. Antique Road 
Grader. Coleman Power mate 6875 Generator, King Kutter Blade, 5’, 3pt. King 
Kutter XB Rake 5’, 3pt. Rototiller, 3pt, PTO. Caldwell Mower, 3pt, PTO, 5’. 
3- Section Spring tooth, 3pt. 3pt Sled. 3pt Bucket, 3pt 
Stinger. 300 Gallon Diesel Tank with stand, lots of 
Antique & Collectables, and Much more.

Hamm Auction and Real Estate
107 NE State Rd 61 Pratt, KS  67124  
Ph:  620-672-6996 Fax: 620-672-6999

A sincere thank you to 
Brandon McNerny for plowing the snow 
off my driveway this last weekend. 

-the editor-

 

A Note of Thanks

Health Clinics

Kingman County Health Department will be do-
ing its monthly outreach clinics in December on the 
following dates:

Cunningham- Wednesday, December 6th 
from 9:30 am-12:00 pm

Nashville- Wednesday, December 6th 
from 1:30 pm- 4:00 pm

Norwich- Thursday, December 7th 
from 1:30 pm-4:00 pm

*We will have flu shots available at the outreach 
clinics.*

Friendship meals free blood pressure checks at 
the senior center- Wednesday, December 13th from 
11:00am-12:00pm

Look who’s turning 70! 

Please join us for a come and go 
reception Sunday, December 10th, 

from 6:00-8:00 at the Cunningham 
Community Center. No presents please. 

SCTelcom 
Named Regional 
Provider of the 

Year during 
the Inaugural 

US Broadband 
Summit

S C Te l c o m ,  w a s 
named Regional Provider 
of the Year at the re-
cent U.S. Broadband 
Summit held November 
15-17 in Washington 
D.C.  SCTelcom is based 
in Medicine Lodge, KS 
but has satellite offic-
es in Anthony, KS and 
Kiowa, KS.  There were 
three other finalists in 
this category represent-
ing various other states. 
SCTelcom was chosen 
based on effectiveness, 
technical innovation, fi-
nancial & community 
impact, individual efforts 
in driving broadband 
investment and true in-
novation in addressing 
the digital divide.

SCTelcom has been 
providing internet ser-
vices in South Central 

Kansas and Northern 
Oklahoma since the ear-
ly 2000’s.  SCTelcom 
was originally South 
Central Telephone which 
was started in 1953 as 
a cooperative.  Today, 
SCTelcom offers fi-
ber broadband servic-
es in Barber, Harper, 
Kingman, Pratt and Reno 
counties with a team of 
35 employees who live 
and work in the counties 
they serve.  

“This is a tremendous 
honor for SCTelcom.” 
Said SCTelcom CEO, 
Carla Shearer, “It’s a tes-

tament to our employees 
who are dedicated to pro-
viding fast, reliable inter-
net to their friends, fam-
ily and communities.”

This was the first ever 
National broadband sum-
mit held in the United 
States to bring together 
federal and state repre-
sentatives with the wid-
er broadband industry.  
Those attending were 
challenged with discuss-
ing the future of broad-
band in the United States, 
how to bridge the grow-
ing digital divide, and the 
need to bring connectiv-

ity to everyone no matter 
where they live or their 
income level.

For more informa-
tion on the award and 
SCTelcom, please con-
tact Wendy Crenner, 
Market ing  Direc tor 
for SCTelcom at 877-
723-6875  o r  ema i l 
wcrenner@sctelcom.
com or Shelly Hansel, 
Public and Government 
Relations Director at 
620-440-0941 or shan-
sel@sctelcom.com. 

SCTelcom CEO, Carla Shearer, accepting the award at the 
Summit.


