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Luke McGuire, salutatorian of 
the CHS class of 2024, addresses 
his classmates, teachers, and the 
audience at the Cunningham High 
School Commencement on Friday, 
May 10. 

Taylor Schultz, valedictorian of 
the CHS class of 2024, gives her 
commencement speech. 

Top of the Class: Taylor Schultz and Luke McGuire
The West Kingman County Board of 

Education meeting was called to order 
at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, April 8, 2024, 
by President Brent Miller.  

Present: President, Brent Miller; 
Vice-President, Bjorn Halderson; Vicki 
Oldham, Jason Osner, Abby Bock; 
Superintendent, Kelly Arnberger; 
Principal, Cody Dunlap;  Clerk, Stacy 
Webster and Guests, Richard Martin, 
Bart Ricke, Ingrid Ricke, Kelsey Beat, 
Kylee Ricke, and Roberta Kobbe

 Motion made by Vicki Oldham, 
seconded by Bjorn Halderson, to ap-
prove the agenda as presented.  Motion 
carried 5-0.  

President Brent Miller welcomed 
the guests.

Cody recognized Bart Ricke as 
Athletic Director and teacher for the 
countless hours he dedicates to athletics 
and students. 

Guests Ingrid Ricke, Kylee Ricke, 
and Kelsey Beat left the meeting at 
7:05 p.m.

Motion made by Bjorn Halderson, 
seconded by Abby Bock, to approve the 
minutes of the March 4, 2024 Regular 
meeting and March 21, 2024 Special 
meeting. Motion carried 5-0.  

Member Travis Thimesch arrived to 
the meeting at 7:07 p.m.

 Motion made by Jason Osner, sec-
onded by Travis Thimesch, to approve 
the payment of bills and the financial 
reports as presented. Motion carried 6-0.  

Superintendent Arnberger reported 
on the strategic planning focus group 
schedule and Legislative updates. He 
presented a district capacity policy, 
discussed honor roll students, and 
Kesa updates. He directed the board 
to a report from Bart Ricke showing 
athletic expenditures from the last 3 
years. Discussion followed and Bart an-
swered questions. Next Superintendent 
Arnberger turned the meeting over to 
Richard Martin who updated the board 
on the status of the van from Pratt Auto. 
He also presented a district map with 
out of district students marked. Board 
discussed how far out of district we 
can drive to accommodate students and 
parents.

Motion made by Jason Osner, sec-
onded by Vicki Oldham, to approve 
the Superintendent report as presented. 
Motion carried 6-0.  

Principal Dunlap presented a re-
port included in the board packet.  He 
touched on items listed including end of 
year activities and plans for next year.  

Bjorn Halderson reported PBIS 
rooms at Kingman and Pratt were 
discussed and voted to be approved. 
Details such as funding and personnel 
are still being worked out.  

Superintendent Arnberger shared 
that progress continues on schedule and 
suggested a walk through at the next 
board meeting. 

President Brent Miller declared a 
break at 8:37 p.m. until 8:42 p.m.

Guest Richard Martin left the meet-
ing at 8:37 p.m. 

Motion made by Bjorn Halderson, 
seconded by Abby Bock to go into 
executive session with Superintendent 
Arnberger, Principal Dunlap, and Bart 
Ricke at 8:42 p.m. to discuss personnel 
performance matters under the KOMA 
non-elected personnel exception and 
return to the board room at 9:05 p.m. 
Motion carried 6-0.  

President Miller declared the meet-
ing in open session at 9:05 p.m.

Motion made by Bjorn Halderson, 
seconded by Abby Bock to go into 
executive session with Superintendent 
Arnberger, Principal Dunlap, and Bart 
Ricke at 9:05 p.m. to discuss personnel 
performance matters under the KOMA 
non-elected personnel exception and 
return to the board room at 9:25 p.m. 
Motion carried 6-0.  

Bart Ricke left the executive session 
and the meeting at 9:13 p.m.

President Miller declared the meet-
ing in open session at 9:25 p.m.

Motion made by Travis Thimesch, 
seconded by Jason Osner to go into 
executive session with Superintendent 
Arnberger and Principal Dunlap, at 9:25 
p.m. to discuss personnel performance 
matters under the KOMA non-elected 
personnel exception and return to the 
board room at 9:40 p.m. Motion car-
ried 6-0.  

Guest Roberta Kobbe left the meet-
ing at 9:27 p.m.

President Miller declared the meet-
ing in open session at 9:40 p.m.

Motion made by Abby Bock, sec-
onded by Vicki Oldham to go into 
executive session with Superintendent 
Arnberger and Principal Dunlap, at 9:40 
p.m. to discuss personnel performance 
matters under the KOMA non-elected 
personnel exception and return to the 
board room at 9:45 p.m. Motion car-
ried 6-0

President Miller declared the meet-
ing in open session at 9:45 p.m.

Motion made by Travis Thimesch, 
seconded by Jason Osner to go into ex-
ecutive session with the board and ad-
ministration at 9:45 p.m. to discuss con-
tract negotiations under the exception 
for employer-employee negotiations 
under KOMA and return to the board 
room at 10:05 p.m. . Motion carried 6-0

President Miller declared the meet-
ing in open session at 10:05 p.m.

Motion made by Travis Thimesch, 
seconded by Jason Osner to go into 
executive session with the board and 

Approved Minutes from 
March BOE  Meeting

This past weekend, Kansans were treated to a rare event: we were able to see 
The Northern Lights from our front yards and backyards and all points in be-
tween. Although many said they couldn't see them very well, their cameras and 
the photos taken caught the colors and hues of the different lights. 

The photo above was taken by Teresa McClendon. 

photo by Cheri Theis
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Meanderings

Poetry from Daily Life: When stop-
ping for coffee sparks a connection
By Marcus Cafagna
This week’s guest is Marcus Cafagna, who was 

born in Michigan and lived in Pennsylvania be-
fore moving to the Ozarks to teach poetry writing 
at Missouri State University. Marcus says he gave 
up playing the violin when he was 12 to become 
more serious about writing poems. He has writ-
ten short stories and book reviews but always re-
turned to poetry. A favorite book to write, “All the 
Rage in the Afterlife This Season,” took 15 years 

in the making. Marcus is a film buff and sports 
fan and quite proud of his son, Diego, college 
bound in the fall. ~ David L. Harrison

“The poet’s job is description”
In mid-December of 2014, I found myself 

shaking off the cold as I waited in line at the em-
bedded coffee stand located inside the Dillons 
supermarket on East Sunshine here in Springfield. 
In the process of grinding coffee beans, juggling 
boiling water, and frothing milk, my barista told 
me that, as of Christmas Day, the Dillons chain 
of supermarkets — including the one there on 
East Sunshine where he worked — were slated 
to close.

The Pulitzer Prize-winning poet Ted Kooser 
writes “the poet’s job is description,” recording 
“observed particulars,” — sensory images from 
the minute details of daily living that we might 
otherwise miss.

Standing in Dillons that winter morning, 
watching for the last time this man breaking into 
a sweat as he performed the rituals of making my 
Americano espresso drink, with room for half-
and-half, I witnessed the drama of the dilemma 
he faced, the impending loss of his job during the 
holiday season. It reminded me of how unexpect-
edly we sometimes feel connected to each other.

For the Man about to 
Lose His Job at Dillons

The barista turns up his brogue
as I wait at the counter for him
to pour my Americano with room.

Clouds of steam push up
around his rusty mutton chops,
coating his worry lines in sweat.
He’s getting laid off
after Christmas, after he’s done
tearing down the roaster,
the grinder, the espresso machine.
He’s been working in the Ozarks
for a company in Kansas
owned by Kroger’s in Ohio.
Because only this one market
turns a profit, every store
in the chain is closing.
The one that was across the street
is now a career center,
where folks like my friend
will file for unemployment.
Friend. That’s what he calls
me today after he snaps
on the lid and I tip him and turn
to go, but I don’t
even know his name.
Marcus Cafagna has published his poems in hun-

dreds of literary magazines across the country. He 
is the author of three books of poetry, “The Broken 
World,” a National Poetry Series selection, “Roman 
Fever” and “All the Rage in the Afterlife This 
Season.” His first book was selected by Pulitzer Prize-
winning poet Yusef Komunyakaa for The National 
Poetry Series and published in 1996. He recently re-
tired from Missouri State University. “For the Man 
about to Lose His Job at Dillons” is reprinted from 
“All the Rage in the Afterlife This Season” (Finishing 
Line Press, 2023).

Poetry From Daily Life
edited by 

David L. Harrison,
Missouri's Poet Laureate
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(Not) Working 
From Home
A lot of us work from 

home these days, so I 
think it’s about time to 
discuss why we’re not 
getting anything done.

I’m an expert on this 
subject—not getting any-
thing done, I mean. And 
I can tell you, it’s not our 
fault. It’s the distractions 
we all have in our homes. 
Family members and pets 
demand our attention at 
inconvenient times. So 
do snack cupboards.

Some people get side-
tracked by household 
chores. They head to 

their home office, pass 
by a pile of clean laundry 
and can’t resist the urge 
to fold it. I’m proud to 
say I can usually with-
stand that temptation.

And then there’s tech-
nology. On their own, 
the following are plenty 
effective at distracting us 
from our work. They’re 
even better at it when 
we didn’t want to do the 
work anyway.

Internet rabbit holes: 
I often go to the internet 
for research, but I have 
to be careful or I’ll fall 
down a rabbit hole and 
forget what I was re-
searching. Let me dem-
onstrate. I’d like another 
way to say “rabbit hole” 
because it’s a cliché and 
as a professional writer, 
I avoid clichés like the 
plague.

I type “rabbit hole” 
into my search bar and 
discover that a play 
called Rabbit Hole won a 
Pulitzer Prize for Drama 
in 2007. Who knew? It 
was later made into a 
movie starring Nicole 
Kidman who, inciden-
tally, self-isolated dur-
ing the pandemic a few 
years back with her ador-
able cavoodle puppy. 
I’ve never heard of a 
cavoodle. It’s highlight-
ed so I click on it. The 
road to hell is paved with 
hyperlinks.

A cavoodle is a cross 
between a poodle and a 
cavalier King Charles 
spaniel and is one of 
Australia’s most popu-
lar breeds. Isn’t Nicole 
Kidman from Australia? 
Quick search. Why, yes 
she is, and she’s married 

to country music star 
Keith Urban who, hyper-
link click, also once lived 
in Australia. I wonder if 
that’s where they met. 
And how he feels about 
the cavoodle. Half an 
hour has passed and I de-
cide to stick with “rabbit 
hole” or I’ll never finish 
this column.

Email overload: I get 
more emails than Santa 
gets letters and it’s my 
fault. I’ve signed up for 
every blog, online news-
letter, quote of the day 
and tip of the week there 
is for writers. There’s 
so much wisdom in my 
inbox. Why write when 
I can just read about 
writing?

There’s also a lot of 
hooey in there. I’d never 
get anything done if I 
didn’t turn the sound 

down on my computer so 
it doesn’t ding every time 
Dr. Fungus or the Prize 
Notification Department 
emails me, which is ten 
or fifteen times every 
day. Clearly they work 
at home.

Phone notifications: A 
guest in my home had the 
most interesting sound 
effect for her phone no-
tifications. Every time 
she got a text, her phone 
barked. Naturally, this 
got everyone’s attention, 
especially the cat’s.

Entertaining as it was, 
I can’t have anything like 
that. If my phone barked 
every time I got a mes-
sage, this column would 
be late and I’d never 
see my cat again. I turn 
off notifications on my 
phone and set it to vibrate 

for phone calls. Sure I 
miss some calls, but most 
of them are about my ve-
hicle warranty expiring 
and I’ve already been 
told that several times.

Social media: This is 
by far the most distract-
ing of all because there 
is so much fascinating 
information to be found 
on Facebook and the rest. 
Today, a woman I follow 
on Twitter asked this in-
teresting question: How 
tall are you? She had 
hundreds of responses. 
I’m not making that up. 
Can’t those people see 
they’re wasting valu-
able time and avoiding 
actual work? But if you 
must know, I’m 5 feet 6. 
Nicole Kidman is 5 feet 
11 and Keith Urban is 5 
feet 10. I looked it up.

A Column
by 

Dorothy Rosby

Dear Readers,
Keeping the ducks 

and chickens locked up 
was never part of the 
plan.  So I’ve known 
opening the gate was 
coming and I’ve truly 
been excited about it. I 
was so thrilled when a 
date was set, I gleefully 
christened it “Free Range 
Friday”   And tried to 
pretend that my stom-
ach hadn’t twisted into 

knots.  They were unde-
niably ready but terrify-
ing “what ifs” haunted 
the forest of my mind. 

I’ve found it is true 
that ducks take to wa-
ter if by “take to,” one 
means CAN’T GET 
ENOUGH of it.  Once 
the Pekins and Rouens 
find the pond, I’m not 
sure they’ll leave it.  I’m 
not worried about things 
that go bump in the night 
if they stay on that acre 
of water after dark, but I 
won’t be able to prevent 
them from learning the 
hard way what a threat 
looks like.  Same goes 
for the chickens if they 

run into the trees behind 
the dam.

So when the time 
came, I blinked back 
tears knowing it could 
be the last I ever saw 
of eight ducks and ten 
chickens and opened the 
gate.

The chickens ran out 
first.  Those cannibalistic 
little T-Rexes were itch-
ing to get out the second 
they saw me throwing 
chicken bones around.  
The ducks were more ret-
icent to venture out of the 
run. But once they spot-
ted chickens running with 
peas and cabbage, they 
couldn’t push and shove 

each other fast enough 
through the open door.  
“Treats” rarely last more 
than 30 seconds with this 
horde and then they usu-
ally look at me for more.  
Not this day, though, be-
cause there were worms 
and bugs and grass, and 
who-knows-what-else, 
right under their beaks.  
I breathed in relief that 
they seemed content to 
stay a few feet in front of 
the run.  A few chickens 
began exploring further 
but only as far as the side 
of coop.  

Just as I began to re-
lax, Delaney showed up.  
You may recall that of my 

three cats, he’s my big lug 
of a guy.  While Momma 
BatKat has shown NO 
interest, Delaney and his 
sister Luca have eyed 
the ducks and chickens 
with…let’s call it “cu-
riosity” since they ar-
rived.  It speaks volumes 
about both the ducks and 
Delaney that it was clear 
on this occasion, he had 
no intention of messing 
with THEM.  He’s used 
to being the biggest and 
the loudest but with the 
ducks around, he no lon-
ger holds either of those 
titles. He might have 
gone after a chicken if I 
weren’t right there, but he 

found my fishing-pole-
turned-herding-stick 
more fun to play with.  
And the last time we let 
them out, a chicken got 
right in Delaney’s face 
so he thinks they are as 
crazy as the ducks.

Every day we let them 
out for longer spells and 
give them more “range.”  
Today the plan is to leave 
them unsupervised so 
I’m trying to be brave. 
Too bad they don’t make 
ruby slippers for poultry, 
not that I could get them 
to put them on.

Until next week—keep 
your eyes on the stars and 
your back to the wind.

Tallgrass and 
Tumbleweeds
by Gaille Pike

Going through old 
newspapers this week for 
the ‘yesteryear’ page, I 
found this little gem: 

“ O n  M a y  9 ,  t h e 
graduat ing  c lass  of 
C u n n i n g h a m  H i g h 
School took their annual 
“Skip Day.” 

The twenty seniors 
a n d  s p o n s o r s ,  E v a 

Cundiff  and Warren 
Meireis spent an enjoy-
able day in Wichita, leav-
ing Cunningham about 
8:30 a.m. and arriving 
at the Brusnwick Fun 
Center at 9:30. 

For two hours they 
played miniature golf, 
pool, and the pinball ma-
chines. Most of their time 
was spent bowling, a 
game that everyone found 
easy and enjoyable. 

At 11:30, they left and 
followed their stomachs 
to Towne East Square, 
where they split up to 
find something to eat. 
Afterward, some went 
shopping and some just 
goofed off. The most 

popular spot proved to be 
Le Mans Speedway. The 
seniors loved the bumper 
cars. Some didn’t stay 
long due to headaches, 
neck pain, and other sud-
den aches and pains they 
developed. At 4:00 they 
regretfully piled on to the 
buss and headed for the 
zoo, a much milder en-
tertainment, but still fun. 

An hour later, after 
touring the zoo, they re-
alized how hungry they 
were. Rusty Baber, the 
bus driver, parked the 
bus in a parking lot, giv-
ing the hungry seniors 
access to all kinds of 
places to eat. Everyone 
picked their favorite res-

taurant and sat down to a 
leisurely supper. Having 
an hour and 45 minutes 
to kill, some time was 
spent riding shopping 
center cards and walking 
around a shopping center 
parking lot. 

The all-time favorite 
event was the water gun 
fight they had in the park-
ing lot. Everyone came 
out of that we but laugh-
ing. They concluded the 
trip with the water fight 
lasting all the way home, 
stopping only once to re-
fill their guns. 

The seniors would 
like o thank Mrs. Cundiff 
and Mr. Meireis for spon-
soring them and joining 

very enthusiastically in 
their water fights and fun. 
They would also like to 
thank Mr. Baber for driv-
ing the bus and putting up 
with them, which prob-
ably wasn’t easy. 

Reporter  Rober ta 
Thimesch”

I noticed I was once 
again the ‘reporter’. I 
wonder if this was an 
elected position, or if I 
was foolish enough to 
volunteer to do this? Or 
someone volunteered 
me? I mean there were 
certainly others in my 
class who could write as 
well and better than me. 

Upon much further 
thought, I decided it was 

all ‘meant to be’ so that I 
had something, 45 years 
later, to write about in 
the newspaper that I had, 
back in 1979, no idea I 
would own and write for.  
There would be this spot I 
had to fill, and the written 
piece would fit perfectly 
in that spot. Isn’t karma 
grand? 

Always reading, 
and currently reading, 
“The Autobiography 

of Mrs. Tom Thumb: A 
Novel” 

by Melanie Benjamin,
 Roberta
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Community Bulletin Board
Thursday, May 16
Last Day of School 

Early Dismiissal

Monday, May 27
Memorial DayFriday, May 17

Teacher In-Service
***

Regional Track Meet 
at Greensburg

Wednesday, May 29
Book Club 
at Eilene's

The Community 
Calendar is sponsored by 

C u n n i n g h a m  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y 
M o n . ,  W e d . ,  F r i . 
2 : 0 0  -  6 : 0 0  p . m . 

T u e s . ,  T h u r s . ,  S a t . 
9 : 0 0  -  1 1 : 3 0  a . m .      

C l o s e d  f o r  H o l i d a y s
2 9 8 - 3 1 6 3 

Zenda 
Public Librar y

Monday
8:30 a.m.- 12:30 p.m.

Thursday:
4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Saturday:
8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

620-243-5791

K i n g m a n 
C a r n e g i e  L i b r a r y 

Mon. & Tues.  10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Wed. : 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Thurs. : 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Fri. : 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Sat. : 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

620-532-3061

P r a t t  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y 
Mon. - Thurs. 

10:00 - 7:00
Friday: 10:00 - 6:00

Saturday: 10:00 - 2:00
Closed on Sundays
(620) 672-3041

Libraries 

Kingman  H i s tor i c  Theat re
2 3 7  N .  M a i n  i n  K i n g m a n

 ( 6 2 0 )  5 3 2 - 1 2 5 3        
   h t t p : / / w w w . k i n g m a n t h e a t r e . o r g /

Thank YOU for supporting YOUR 
Kingman Historic Theatre.

May 17 -19 
Unsung 

Hero
Rated PG-13

A l l  S e a t s  a r e  $ 3 . 0 0
( c a s h  o r  l o c a l  c h e c k  o n l y )

S h o w t i m e s :

 Friday and Saturday at 7:30pm 
NO Sunday Show this week

   

Monday, June 3
7:00 p.m. 

BOE Meeting

Saturday, May 25
HS State Music

(Conitnued from front page)

We ALWAYS 
need photos for 

the paper!! 

Cozy's Pizza
115 N. Main

Cunningham, 
KS 67035

620-298-7000
Mon., Tues., & Thurs. - 11:00 to 8:00
Friday and Saturday - 11:00 to 9:00

Closed Wednesday and Sunday

Thank you for
advertising with 

The Courier

- WANTED - 
Old Photos for Old Photos for Our Community Our Community 

Album  Album  
Call  (620) 298-2659 or email toCall  (620) 298-2659 or email to

couriernews@yahoo.com couriernews@yahoo.com   

Upcoming Auctions
Darryl K. Horst Estate Auction

Sat. May 25, 2024 – 9:30 AM
444 W. Santa Fe, Cunningham KS

(see page 12 of this paper)
For more information and a 

complete list of auctions, see our 
website at www.hammauction.com  
107 NE State 

Road 61,  Pratt, 
Kansas, 67124

620-672-6996

Friday, May 24
State Track Meet at WSU

Wednesday, May 22 
6:30

T-Ball at Lions Park

2024 Babysitting Clinic 
Parents, do you have a child who is at least 10 years 

old and interested in becoming a babysitter?  Register 
them to join K-State Research and Extension along 
with community partners to learn about the responsi-
bilities of babysitting.  

Youth will gain knowledge in preparing for the role 
of a babysitter, food safety, nutrition and wellness, ba-
sic first aid/CPR, child development, safe practices for 
infants, and activities for young children.  Participants 
will leave with confidence and skills acquired to care 
for young children! Resources and handouts will be 
provided to each participant.  Register by May 24th 
by calling the Kingman County Extension Office 
at 620-532-5131 or emailing Melissa Thimesch at 
mthimesch@ksu.edu.  There is a $10 registration fee 
for this class.

Planning & Zoning Special 
Meeting

Friday, May 17th
6:00 p.m.

City Hall - 119 N Main

Wheat Tour
Join us on Thursday, May 16 at 11am at Conrardy 

Seeds (7681 SW 80 Ave, Kingman, KS 67068) for 
our 2024 Kingman County Wheat Plot Tour.  This 
year we have witnessed some very extreme grow-
ing conditions in our wheat crop.  Kelsey Andersen 
Onofre, K-State Research and Extension Wheat & 
Forage Crops Specialist, and Logan Simon, Southwest 
Area Agronomist, will share what to expect for this 
crop and future wheat crops.  This plot tour will al-
low producers to see how different wheat varieties 
have handled the drought conditions we are currently 
experiencing.  

Lunch will be provided for those in attendance.  
Sponsors for this event are Conrardy Seeds, Farmers 
Coop Equity, and Scoular Grain.  

If you have any questions about this event, please 
contact Grace Schneider and the Kingman County 
Extension Office at 620-532-5131 or gschnei@ksu.
edu.

administration at 10:05 p.m. to discuss contract nego-
tiations under the exception for employer-employee 
negotiations under KOMA and return to the board 
room at 10:10 p.m. Motion carried 6-0

President Miller declared the meeting in open ses-
sion at 10:10 p.m.

Motion made by Travis Thimesch, seconded by 
Bjorn Halderson, to accept the resignation of Chari 
Michael at the end of the 2023-2024 School yearMo-
tion carried 6-0

President Miller reported he had been asked why 
Cheer has tryouts but no other sport does.  No action.

Motion made by Travis Thimesch, seconded by 
Bjorn Halderson, to adjourn the meeting at 10:14 p.m.  
Motion carried 6-0

Approved Minutes from 
March BOE  Meeting
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(620) 298-5291 or (800) 536-5291
www.fitzsimmonsinsuranceks.com

Leann@fitzsimmonsinsuranceks.com
FitzSimmons Insurance Agency, Inc. is an independent insurance agency 

and an equal opportunity provider

- WANTED - 
Old Photos for Old Photos for Our Community Our Community 

Album  Album  
Call  (620) 298-2659 or email Call  (620) 298-2659 or email 

c o uc o u r i e r n e w s @ y a h o o . c o m  r i e r n e w s @ y a h o o . c o m  o r  s e n d o r  s e n d 
t o  3 2 0  N o r t h  S t a d i u m  t o  3 2 0  N o r t h  S t a d i u m  S t r e e t , S t r e e t , 

C u n n i n g h a m ,  K S  6 7 0 3 5C u n n i n g h a m ,  K S  6 7 0 3 5

Museum Hours
Tuesdays, Thursdays, 

and Saturdays
9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

or contact 
Angie Mertens at 620-532-4354 or 

Alan Albers at 620-298-2725 or 
Mike McGovney at 620-770-9503

(Volunteers Needed 
at the museum)

1919
Postoffice Hints
When you hear a train whistle, rush to the office, 

storm around there half an hour when you notice the 
carrier just delivers the mail. 

If you are a little "short" ask the postmaster for a 
small loan: he's always flush and after two months if 
he wants it, let him dun you for it. 

When you call at the office for your mail and the 
postmaster hands it to you, ask him if that is all.

If you ask ofr the mail andhe tells yiou there is 
none, tell him there ought to be, then go home and 
send the rest of the family around at different times 
throughtout the day.

Don't bring your mail to the office until the mail 
closes, then abuse the postermaster for not opening 
the mail bag and putting your letter in. 

When you wnat a stamp on your letter, tell the 
postmaster to put it on; if he won't do it, go for him. 
In case you put it on yourself soak it in your mouth 
long enough to remove the mucilage; it will then stick 
until dry. 

Be sure and ask the postmaster to credit you for 
stamps if he has any accommodation about him he 
will do it. 

If you have a box, stand and drum on it until the 
postmaster hands out your mail; it makes him feel 
good especially if he is waiting on someone else. 

1934
May 18– A rain that farmers said would add ten 

bushels per acre to this year’s wheat crop fell over 
the week-end. 

J. C. Groves, proprietor of the Cunningham Ice 
Plant, announced this week that his ice wagon is now 
making deliveries throughout the community on a 
regular route. 

The Cunningham Dramatic Club presented a three-
act mystery play, “Hobgoblin House,” to a capacity 
crowd in the High School Auditorium, Tuesday eve-
ning.  Members of the cast included Norman Hart, 
Mrs. Ferd Burnett, Marjorie Anderson, Anna Crow, 
Grace Sellon, James Luce, Mrs. Harve Manahan, 
Roman Young, Ralph Hodge, Lucy Ebenkamp, Ora 
Anderson, and Martin Pelzl.  Directors were Mrs. Iris 
Fitzsimmons and Mrs. Silas Nossaman.

1939
May 19 – Joe Poland, 42, passed away Monday 

morning at the Veteran’s Hospital in Wichita, the sixth 
person to die as a direct result of the disastrous tornado 
which struck close to our city on May 1 of last year. 

The coveted Reader’s Digest Award for Scholastic 
Achievement has been won by Mary Ann McNamee, 
Valedictorian of this year’s high school graduating 
class. 

Thirty-five grandmothers from the Cunningham 
community attended a Grandmother’s Party last 
Saturday at the home of Mrs. Frank Miles.

1944
Publication suspended during World War II.

1949
May 20 – Mr. and Mrs. Wilbur Lash returned 

home Wednesday from a ten-day trip to Louisville, 
Ky., where they visited their son Winton, and family, 
and attended the 75th running of the Kentucky Derby. 

1954
May 20 – A Cunningham boy who has starred in 

three sports for the full four years of his high school 
athletic career, climaxed that career last Saturday by 
winning a Kansas State Track Championship.  He 
is Billy DeWeese, who threw the discus 147 feet, 
9 inches, to win the Class B section of that event.  
Billy’s throw also topped the winning heaves of both 
the Class A and Class AA sections of this event.  This 
is the first time in Cunningham Rural High School’s 
history that they have ever produced a champion at a 
State Track Meet. 

Patrons of Cunningham Rural High School District 
approved a bond issue, Monday, authorizing the school 
board to finance construction of the new auditorium-
gymnasium and vocational shop addition to the school. 

Patrons were in favor of the proposal by a vote of 

210 to 165, reversing a similar 229-117 decision on a 
similar proposal of a year ago. 

Location of the auditorium-gymnasium will prob-
ably be just east of the present school building.  As 
temporary plans now stand, the school board intends 
to build a separate building to accommodate the in-
dustrial arts and vocational shop training classes. 

The new buildings will be the first major project 
for the high school in thirty-five years. 

The annual pre-harvest community-wide picnic, 
sponsored by the Community Men’s Club, will be 
held Tuesday evening, May 25, at Cooley’s Grove, 
beginning at five o’clock. 

Featured on the program will be Don Hoagland and 
his Orchestra, and several other numbers.  

1959
May 21– The Senior Class will leave on their an-

nual educational tour for New Orleans, La., Saturday 
morning, May 23, at 5:00 o’clock. 

Airman Second Class Vernon Wegerer, who has 
been stationed on Johnson Island in the Pacific Ocean 
for the past year, has been spending a furlough visiting 
his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Math Wegerer, and family.  
He is being transferred to McConnel Air Force Base 
in Wichita. 

The six children of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Stillwell 
of Cunningham entertained with a surprise dinner at 
the R. L. Stillwell Jr. home in Penalosa, Sunday, hon-
oring their parents on their 35th wedding anniversary. 

All of Mr. and Mrs. Stillwell’s children and grand-
children, totaling 35, were present on their 35th wed-
ding anniversary. 

Verne Stanley was elected President of the 
Cunningham Lions Club at the club’s regular bi-
monthly meeting, Tuesday evening.  

A report on the White Elephant Sale and Auction 
of last Saturday revealed that $270.85 was raised to 
further development of the new City Park.

1964
May 21 – The “last day of school” dinner will be 

held in the high school gym, Friday, May 22, at 12 
o’clock noon.  Parents and friends of the grade and 
high school are urged to bring well-filled baskets of 
food and their own table service. 

A general discussion meeting concerning school 
unification and the proposed two-district plan for 
Kingman County will be held in the Cunningham 
Rural High School Gym-Auditorium, Wednesday 
evening, May 27, at eight o’clock. 

This is the last meeting to be held prior to the June 
2 election when school patrons will vote on the pro-
posed two-district plan for Kingman County. 

Dr. and Mrs. William Mudge of Turon, will hold 
their annual Home Rose Show at their home in Turon, 
Sunday afternoon, May 24, from 2:00 to 6:00 o’clock.

They have 120 plants of 78 varieties, including 
18 new ones.

1969
May 22 – The bike riders and joggers of the wom-

en’s recreation program held their second session, 
Tuesday evening. 

The group took a trip to the Ninnescah River bridge 
north of town.  Enroute home they visited the iris 
gardens at the Dafforn farm.  Mrs. Francis Dafforn 
served tea and cookies, and gave each lady an iris 
plant of their choice. 

Dr. William A. Mudge will hold his annual Rose 
Show at his home in Turon, Saturday afternoon, May 
25, from 2:00 to 6:00 o’clock. 

Graduation exercises for 13 Eighth Graders at 
Willowdale Grade School, were held in the school 
hall Tuesday evening. 

The graduates were Steve Conrardy, Rosella 
Giefer, Cecil Goetz, Bill Hageman, Richard Hageman, 
Norman Henning, Randy Henning, Martha Miller, 
Linda Oeding, Norman Ricke, Bruce Rohlman, Rita 
Weber, and Terry Youngers. 

Graduation exercises for 10 Eighth Graders at St. 
Leo Grade School  were held in the school auditorium 
last Friday. 

The graduates were Bonnie Adelhardt, Gene 
Depenbusch, John Fischer, Tim Panek, Eddie Reif, 
Donna Schaller, Eric Schnittker, Terry Schrant, Cathy 
Simon, and Jim Thome.

1974
May 16 - A group of forty-two youth and six adults 

from Cunningham area set out Friday evening at dusk 
from Cunningham for a fun-filled weekend at Six 
Flags Over Texas. 

The group arrived in Fort Worth Saturday morning 
at 5:30 to tour the downtown area of the city. From 
there they drove on into Arlington for a picnic style 
breakfast at Randol Mills Park. At 8:30 the bus left 
Arlington for the Fort Worth-Dallas International 
Airport: The world’s largest airport. Braniff Airlines 
was the only stop made by the group, but they did 
drive through a large area of the airport. At the Braniff 
site the group toured the facilities as well as one of 
Braniff’s larger planes, the 747. 

The last point of interest on the trip was Six Flags. 
Arrival time was 10:00 a.m. and departure time was 
10:00 p.m. Saturday. Here the members of the group 
were on their own in pairs or groups to have a good 
time. This particular day was band day and there were 
crowds of people and long lines of waiting, however, 
there were no complaints. 

The utter chaos of the departure bus Friday eve-
ning was turned in peaceful tranquility on its return 
Sunday morning. 

As a sponsor of the trip I would like to thank ev-
eryone who helped to make it possible whether they 
gave of their time, their money, or their approval. I 
would also like to especially thank the group that went 
for being a lot of help and a lot of fun. You were a 
pleasure to be with.  – Debbie Eckoff

1979
May 17- Berry Kevin Bortz has been recognized 

by Kansas State University of Agriculture and Applied 
Science as one of the outstanding seniors in mathemat-
ics and science in the state of Kansas. 

To be eligible for the award, the student must be 
in the top percentage in both ACT test results and in 
academic grades He must be active in school activi-
ties and come recommended by the school faculty. 

Hilltop Happenings: Friday the kindergarten class 
and their teacher, Dawn Averett, presented a program 
for our residents. They sang songs and we really en-
joyed them We would like to thank them for making 
our door tags. 

In the girls regional track meet, five individuals 
qualified for state competition. They were Lori Rohr, 
Shery Schnittker, Donna Beat, Stacy Schnitter, and 
Rhonda Ruckle. 

Lori qualified in 200 yard dash, as a member of the 
44 relay and mile relay. Donna in 440 relay, Stacy 440 
relay, Rhonda in mile relay, Shery in long jump and 
440 and mile relay. 

1984
May 17 -- Tuesday morning, May 1, twelve excited 

Kindergarten children boarded the school bus for a 
ride to Pratt. For several, the bus ride was a new and 
delightful experience. 

The first stop in Pratt was the Protection Chicken 
Hatchery where Mrs. Critzen talked to us about hatch-
ing little chicks. She told us how they send chicks to 
Hawaii and Alaska. She showed how to make a little 
house for a baby chick with our hands, and then took 
us into the hatchery where there were lots of baby 
chicks. Everyone got to make about little houses and 
hold some of the chicks. There were black, brown, 
and yellow chicks. 

In the 1A Regional Tournament held in Greensburg 
on May 11, the CHS girls placed first and the boys 
ninth out of 31 teams. 

The top three places in each event qualified for the 
state meet to be held in Wichita on May 18 and 19. 
Those qualifying were Donna Adelhardt, Terry Alley, 
Deb Beat, Jeannette Fischer, Kathy Beat, Kerry House, 
Doug Hageman, and Jim Holcomb. 

YEARS AGO IN 

The Cunningham Clipper
W. A. Bradley / William Bradley 

YEARS AGO IN 

The Cunningham Clipper
Publisher: Charles G. Barnes
Editor: Rex Zimmerman
Reporter: Marie Ann Mantooth

YEARS AGO IN 

The Cunningham Clipper
Publisher: Charles G. Barnes
Editor: Scott Newton
Reporter: Florine Kampling
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Catholic Churches
Sacred Heart, Cunningham   St. John, Zenda
Sundays 8:30 a.m.         Saturdays 4:00 p.m.

St. Leo     St. Peter Willowdale
Saturdays 5:30 p.m.     Sundays 10:00 a.m.  

Father Roger Lumbre
620-243-5451
620-246-5370

Church of Christ
Penalosa
Sunday  11:00 a.m. 

First Christian Church  
Cunningham
Sunday School 9:30 am 
Morning Worship 10:45     
Sunday Evening Worship  6:00
Jr High Youth Group 4:00 pm Sunday
Sr High Youth Group 7:30 pm Sunday
Wednesday Prayer Service 7:00

Pastor Mike McGovney  620-298-3201

Lutheran Churches   
St. John, Nashville   Trinity, Medicine Lodge
620-246-5220   620- 886-3397 
Sunday School & Bible Class Sunday School & Bible Class
9:15 a.m.    9:45 a.m. 
Worship Service   Worship Service
10:30 a.m.    8:30 a.m. 

Pastor vacancy until further notice.

 United Methodist Church
Penalosa     Cunningham
Worship 9:15 a.m.    Worship 10:45 a.m.

Pastor Mathew Ndambuki Musyoki
620-298-2090

Zenda
Worship 9:00 a.m.  
Sunday School: Children 8:30 a.m.  Adults 10:00 a.m.

Pastor J L Nichols 
620-491-0680

Cunningham Hands of Hope, 
Inc.

Who:  A Not-for-Profit (501c3) organization providing 
assistance through donations and volunteers. 

Who we serve: Residents within the USD #332 school dis-
trict

What: Food 

When: First and Third Tuesday 2:00-5:00 p.m.
Where: 117 N Main (Old School Board Office)

Why: To provide food assistance to those in need.

How: Attend weekly distribution.  Adult of household must be 
present.

Do you need assistance outside distribution hours?
Please call 620-491-0292 and leave a message. Your call will be returned as 

soon as possible.This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

Giving Opportunities in our Community 
4C Day Care    Leave a donation with the Methodist Church.
West Kingman County Education Foundation
Use your Dillon's Card!      (to donte contact Janet DeWeese 620-298-2717)
Hands of Hope (contact any church) 
Cunningham Alumni Scholarship Fund 
(send checks to the West Kingman County Education Foundation)
Cunningham Community Center (leave donation at the bank)
Lions' Club (Money is being raised to dig a well in the village of  Kakindu, Kenya) 
Cunningham Museum (to donate contact Alan Albers or Mike McGovney)
Cunningham Public Library (to donate, contact Kerri Steffen)
Cunningham EMS (to donate, contact Monte Rose or Kathy Albers)

What Does it 
Take to Move 
Confidently 

into New 
Resolutions?  
By  Henr i e t t a  W. 

Romman
“May God’s blessings 

surround you each day,
As you trust Him and 

walk in His way,
May His presence 

within
Guard and keep you 

from sin,
Go in peace, go in joy, 

go in love.”
This beautiful chorus 

by Cliff Barrows can 
be the most wonderful 
daily incentive for be-
ginning a new week—a 
new month---or even a 
new year.

January is commonly 
known as an outstanding 
month succeeding the 
Christmas festivities.

In our childlike na-
ture, we view it with 
s o m e  c o n s i d e r a b l e 
apprehension.

“Lord, what will this 
year hold in store for me” 
We pray: “If I make dif-
ferent and strange choic-
es as usual, will you not 
please be with me, dear 
Lord?”

Certainly God’s re-
assuring Word says with 
confirmed proof that He 
will indeed do that.

At the approach of 
each New Year, most of 
us expect that “the reso-
lution bulbs” which we 
have recently planted 
in our minds and hearts 
would start to grow ac-
cording to our promises 
to ourselves. We tend to 
hear the word “resolve” 
repeated daily. Generally 
speaking, with a strong 
determination, the good 
things can take shape 
effectively in every per-

son’s life.
Let me first encourage 

and cheer you with this 
beneficial advice from 
my personal experience: 
The most fulfilling, the 
most joyful and peaceful 
place to be is in the center 
of our God’s will. This is 
what we need to do each 
month of every year. We 
should determine to settle 
in the complete will of 
our heavenly Father.

If so, then may this de-
termination be the sincere 
focus of many.

God’s will may not 
necessarily appear as the 
safest place for our life. 
However, knowing that 
He is with us makes all 
the difference in granting 
us the peace and assur-
ance we need.

Isaiah 43:2 (NIV) 
says, “When you pass 
through the waters, I will 
be with you; and when 
you pass through the riv-

ers, they will not sweep 
over you. When you walk 
through the fire, you will 
not be burned; the flames 
will not set you ablaze. 
For I am the Lord, your 
God, the Holy One of 
Israel, your Savior.”

Beloved Friends, our 
Lord promises us that as 
we walk daily depend-
ing upon Him, we shall 
be “waterproof and fire-
proof Christians”. Does 
He mean that we shall 
never be harmed? Indeed 
no! Our Lord promises 
that He will remain our 
defense in our greatest 
difficulties and dangers. 
God will definitely cover 
us completely, so that 
if the body is affected-
--the spirit remains in 
God’s protective hands 
and arms.

W h i l e  w e  w a l k 
through a new resolu-
tion, let not fear grip and 
scare our beings.

I recently read the sto-
ry in the life of Beverley 
LaHaye. Her husband 
Tim decided to take fly-
ing lessons. Knowing of 
his resolution, panic for 
Tim’s presumed dangers 
ahead, stole her peace 
completely.

She writes, “As my 
fear was controlling me, 
I took my husband’s 
advice, was open with 
the Lord, and I prayed, 
letting God know my 
dreads. I said, I am ready 
to change, if YOU Lord 
would have me do so.”

Life is not always 
calm or pleasant. God 
gave us spiritual experi-
ence of His continuous 
presence---to strength-
en us at such times of 
hesitating. In our life 
of faith, we certainly 
heard this expressed nu-
merous times, “If we 
have the person of Christ, 
we have the unshakable 

kingdom”….Amen
We need never fear 

the rising storms as we 
move into any new reso-
lutions. As our heavenly 
Father brings you to it, 
He will graciously see 
you all through it.

May we all be led to 
trust God implicitly? We 
shall then be safe, be-
cause He is Lord of all. 
And He knows all things. 
Amen

May the great joy of 
this song inspire us all to 
take any new step blindly.

“Put your hand in the 
hands of the Man who 
stilled the waters?

Put your hand in the 
hand of the Man who 
calmed the sea,

Take a look at your-
self, and you will look at 
others differently,

Put your hand in the 
hand of the Man from 
Galilee”

The Legends of 
Buckeye Annie 

By Leola Ogle
“Hey kiddies,” she 

said, approaching the 
bench where my four-
year-old brother and I sat 
waiting for our daddy to 
come out of the auto re-
pair shop. I froze, stifled 
by the terror that arose in 
my throat. I swallowed, 
not sure if I should an-
swer her. I’d never been 
that close to the legend-
ary Buckeye Annie.

There she stood: old, 
wrinkled, toothless, di-
sheveled and grinning 
from ear to ear. She shuf-

fled a little closer and my 
heart thundered in my 
chest as my eyes franti-
cally searched for my 
daddy. Maybe she want-
ed to eat us like the witch 
in Hansel and Gretel.

Abruptly she turned, 
shuffl ing off  in her 
scuffed saddle oxford 
shoes. Perhaps she had 
seen my daddy as he 
stepped through the door, 
beckoning us to fol-
low him. I climbed into 
the car scooting close 
to Daddy. “Buckeye 
Annie….she was going 
to…she scared me,” I 
whimpered, sniffling.

“Ah, she’s harmless,” 

he chuckled.
My f r iends  were 

amazed. Buckeye Annie 
had never spoken to any 
of them. It was the ‘50’s 
and everyone in our 
neighborhood knew the 
legend about her. I’m not 
even sure her name was 
Annie. She was called 
Buckeye Annie because 
she wandered up and 
down Buckeye Road all 
hours of the day and 
night. Thin, bedraggled, 
she had a shuffling gait 
and toothless grin.

Rumor had it that her 
husband and son had 
been killed in a car ac-
cident on Buckeye Road 

and she wandered in 
search of them. It was 
also said that she owned 
the row of dilapidated 
apartments off Buckeye 
Road where she lived. 
The most incongruous 
part of the legend was 
that she was rich, hiding 
all her money under her 
mattress, and that she 
acted poor so nobody 
would steal her money.

As a child, I believed 
every word of it. I never 
questioned why she pre-
tended to be poor to keep 
from being robbed if ev-
eryone knew her money 
was under her mattress. 
In my eight years, she 
was the only rich person 
that I’d ever encountered. 
In comparison, I thought 
we must be rich also.

I was eleven when 
we moved from that area 
to the southern part of 
town. Buckeye Annie 
was still wandering the 
street, still an object of 
ridicule and derision. 
Everyone talked about 
her riches, the amount of 
money stashed under her 
mattress increasing over 
the years.

I was a teenager when 
we returned to that area. I 
started attending a church 
on Buckeye Road where 
I had a radical encounter 
with Jesus Christ that 
would change my life 

forever. I got involved 
with the youth group and 
formed friendships that 
have lasted through the 
decades.

Buckeye Annie was 
still wandering the street, 
her shuffling gait slower 
than before. She was also 
wearing scuffed oxfords, 
perhaps the same pair. 
The rumors about her 
hadn’t changed.

She walked past our 
church often while we 
teenagers stood out front. 
Sometimes we snickered, 
but mostly we ignored 
her. I wasn’t afraid of her 
anymore, nor did I feel 
pity or compassion, I’m 
ashamed to say.

I had another close 
encounter with her on a 
Sunday afternoon. I was 
staying with the pastor’s 
daughter, Carolyn, and 
we decided to walk to a 
nearby diner. We never 
went there, mostly be-
cause we never had mon-
ey, and it wasn’t a burger 
joint with a jukebox, or a 
malt shop that teenagers 
liked to hang out at.

We sat at the counter 
and ordered hamburg-
ers. Buckeye Annie was 
sitting a few stools over 
from us. She cackled, 
flashing that toothless 
grin when the waitress 
sat down her plate of 
roast beef, mashed po-

tatoes with gravy and 
corn. Our eyes widened, 
nudging each other when 
she took her glass of milk 
and poured it over the 
plate of food. She stirred 
everything with her fork, 
picked up her bread, sop-
ping up the milk in be-
tween bites.

Although she pulled 
a wad of cash from her 
pocket, placing it on the 
counter before shuffling 
out the door, I knew the 
stories about her being 
rich weren’t true. That 
realization came much 
in the same way as when 
I understood my family 
was poor.

I’m not sure when 
Buckeye Annie ceased 
her wanderings. I real-
ize now that she was 
just a poor, dejected 
soul. We were the rich 
ones, saturated with our 
Heavenly Father’s love. 
We could’ve shared that 
riches with her, had we 
only invited her into 
church.

Such a simple thing, 
bu t  we  never  even 
thought about it.

**true story - 50 years 
later, I still remember ex-
actly how Buckeye Annie 
looked.
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At the invitation of Kansas Governor Laura Kelly, 
Taylor Swift of Cunningham High School, was se-
lected to attend the 41st Annual Governor’s Scholars 
Awards Program on May 5, 2024 in Topeka. 

The recognition ceremony honors the top academic 
one percent of Kansas high school seniors. Scholars are 
selected from accredited public and private schools in 
the state. “These high school seniors have shown dedi-
cation in their studies and a commitment to learning. 
They’ve earned this honor, and I want to congratulate 
them on this achievement,” Governor Kelly said. “We 
also should recognize their families, teachers, and 
mentors for helping these outstanding students achieve 
their academic goals.” 

This program is coordinated for the Governor by 
the Confidence in Kansas Public Education Task Force. 
The Confidence in Kanas Public Education Task Force 
was formed 41 years ago to strengthen confidence in 
public education. The following organizations are 
member of the Task Force: American Association of 
University Women, Kansas State Board of Education, 
Kansas Association of School boards, Kanas Congress 
of Parents and Teachers, Kanas State Department 
of Education, Kansas State High School Activities 
Association, Kansas National Education Association, 
Kansas League of Women Voters, and United School 
Administrators of Kansas. 

Taylor Schultz Named Governor''s Scholar

Marilyn Glenn: 
WKCEF scholarships

Joyce Gridley: 
Milton and Joy Brooks 

Scholarship

Eric Kerschen: 
Bob and Jeannette 

Kerschen Scholarship
Brent Miller: 

DeWeese Scholarship

Eric Meyers: Meyers, 
Shelman and Gibbens 

Scholarships 

Brandi Hartley: Farmers 
Co-op Equity Scholarship

Aaron and Angie Murphy: 
Class of '94 ScholarshipLance McGuire, Councelor, 

and Cody Dunlap, Principal

Jason Ruckle: 
Bradley Scholarship Emily and Katie Ogg: 

South Central Community 
Foundation  Scholarship

Dr. Kelly Arnberger, 
Superintendent of Schools

As a Governor's Scholar, Taylor chose As a Governor's Scholar, Taylor chose 
Mrs. Kayla Fiegel has her most influetial Mrs. Kayla Fiegel has her most influetial 
teacher. Mrs. Fiegel teaches science classes. teacher. Mrs. Fiegel teaches science classes. 

Many Scholarships Presented to Graduates

These presenters gave out schol-
arships to seniors and alumni of 
Cunningham High School. 

I will see about tracking down the 
total dollar amount in the next week. 

We have some impressive scholar-
ships available to students and some 
impressive students who deserve the 
scholarships for their hard work. 

NOTE: Scholarships are only avail-
able to those who apply. EVERY senior 
should apply for scholarships. EVERY 
single one of them. 

Congratulations to the Cunningham track and field athletes! The kids had a 
day off of school and did a great job at the track meet!

Individual results to come shortly.
Congratulations to the junior high seventh and sixth grade girls for their first 

place finish in the league. They are your league champions!
Congratulations also to the seventh and sixth grade boys for their first place 

finish in the league. They are your league champions!
Congratulations the eighth grade boys for their first place finish in the league. 

They are your league champions!
And congratulations to both High School teams for their 

runner-up finish!
Junior high is done with track and High School will be head-

ing to Greensburg for the regional track meet next Thursday. 
Hope to see you there.

-Coach Kerschen

Governor Laura Kelly and Taylor SchultzGovernor Laura Kelly and Taylor Schultz
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Thank you Esther Ndambuki and Mathew Ndambuki Musyoki for teaching my class about your jobs as 
Pastors. We learned that you do leadership, worship, pastoral care, shepherding, and ordination. It was in-
teresting to hear how you got started in Kenya and now you both help two different churches in Kansas. We 
appreciate you coming to teach our class about your service jobs. Thank you both!

Thank you, Scott Tyrell, Undersheriff, from the 
Crawford County Sheriff’s office for teaching my 
class through zoom about your service job.  We 
learned about the schooling required to become an 
officer as well as the three mandated laws you have 
to follow: having a jail, protecting the courts, and 
your serve process for court papers. We appreci-
ate the time you took out of your day to teach us 
about your job. Thank you for all you do to help 
protect the people in our state, especially Crawford 
County!

Thank you to Wayne Ward, Region Area Manager from TC Energy, for teaching my class about 
your service job. We enjoyed the video explaining how the natural pipeline works and the pictures 
showing all the pipes and equipment. It was so cool to see and learn how the  pipes go through the 
U.S. and into Canada and Mexico.  We appreciate the time you took out of your day to teach us 
about your service job. We appreciate you!

Second Graders Meet MORE Community Helpers
submitted by Mrs. Ingrid Ricke

Nachon introduces his 
parents to his class. 

Dausin Dent introduces his 
friend, Wayne Ward to his class.

Rhett Albers introduces his community 
helper, Scott Tyrell
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Kingman County Sheriff's Report                                                                                                                                          
Sunday, May 5   

Traffic Stop   7 
Civil Paper Service  3 
Disabled Vehicle  W Hwy 54 & N Hwy 11, Kingman
Damage to Property  200 Blk W Central Ave, Nashville
Miscellaneous  120 N Spruce, Kingman
Miscellaneous  120 N Spruce, Kingman

Monday, May 6 
Traffic Stop   4 
Traffic Complaint  2000 Blk W Hwy 54, Kingman
Miscellaneous  120 N Spruce, Kingman
Traffic Complaint  SE 30 St & S Hwy 14, Kingman
Disturbance   130 N Spruce, Kingman
Miscellaneous  100 Blk W 4th St, Cunningham
Weather Watch  120 N Spruce, Kingman

Tuesday, May 7
Traffic Stop   6 
Miscellaneous  300 Blk N Main, Kingman
Fraud   400 Blk S Valley St, Cunningham
Transport Civilian  Kingman to Belmont
Abandoned Vehicle  18000 Blk W Hwy 54, Cunningham
Traffic Complaint  18000 Blk W Hwy 54, Cunningham
Agency Assist  500 Blk N Robbins Rd, Norwich
Non-Injury Accident  8000 Blk W Hwy 54, Cunningham
Traffic Complaint  1100 Blk E Hwy 54, Kingman

Wednesday, May 8
Traffic Stop   2 

Civil Paper Service  7 
Disabled Vehicle  3200 E Hwy 54, Kingman

Thursday, May 9
Traffic Stop   7 
Civil Paper Service  1 
Injury Accident  E Hwy 42 & S Hwy 14, Rago
Animal Complaint  SW 70 St & SW 30 Ave, Spivey
Animal Complaint  E Hwy 54 & NE 150 Ave, Cheney
Disturbance   300 Blk E C Ave, Kingman

Friday, May 10
Traffic Stop    2 
Animal Complaint  300 Blk S Douglas, Cunningham
Non-Injury Accident  100 Blk W 4th St, Cunningham
Miscellaneous  600 Blk E B Ave, Kingman
Miscellaneous  100 Blk W 4th St, Cunningham
Animal Complaint  14000 Blk SW 110 St, Nashville
Abandoned Vehicle  2000 Blk NE 150 Ave, Cheney

Saturday, May 11
Traffic Stop   4 
Fire / Bruch   16000 Blk SE 110 St, Norwich
Non/Injury Accident  N Cedar & E H Ave, Kingman
Disturbance   300 Blk W C Ave, Kingman
Fire / Structure  17000 Blk SE 150 Ave, Norwich
Disturbance   200 Blk N Sunflower Dr, Kingman
Miscellaneous  120 North Spruce, Kingman
Non/Injury Accident  500 North Main St, Kingman
Traffic Complaint  1000 Blk W D Ave, Kingman
Disturbance   600 Blk W A Ave, Kingman
Miscellaneous  100 Blk N Main St, Cunningham

A View of 
Country Life
Jackie Mundt, Pratt 

County farmer and rancher
I inherited a love of 

walking from my mom. 
As a child, going for a 
walk was a reason to get 
out of the house to see 
what was going on in the 
world. Now it is a luxury 
to walk those same roads 
spending time with my 
mom and the feeling of 
nostalgia that comes with 
reliving a piece of my 
former home.

Walking is one of the 

only ways to exercise that 
I don’t mind, and it has 
been a fairly constant part 
of my routine no matter 
where I’ve lived. During 
the pandemic, walking 
gave me new apprecia-
tion for the privilege of 
wide open spaces only 
known to those of us 
who live in the country. 
Walking was part of the 
rehab from my back sur-
gery a few years ago that 
opened my eyes to see-
ing the patterns of nature 
happening all around me. 
Lately, I have been try-
ing to consistently walk 
a few miles a day for the 
benefit of body and mind.

There is a place near 
my home, just beyond the 
tree line in the middle of 
the road past the perim-

eter of safety. This place 
overlooks the horizon in 
a panoramic as far as the 
eye can see. It is always 
a sight to behold sun or 
storm, rain or cloudless 
sky, sun rise or sunset. No 
matter where my mind 
is at this place pulls me 
back to the present mo-
ment and focuses my 
mind on the reality of 
what is happening right 
in front of me — a sight 
that refuses to be over-
looked or ignored. Seeing 
that much of the heavens 
and earth together fills 
me with a sense of awe. 
It’s a place of humil-
ity reminding me how 
small I am in such a vast 
universe.

I enjoy having a place 
that makes both ordi-

nary and extraordinary 
views worth your time. 
Recently, I watched the 
approach of giant angry 
thunder clouds bringing 
hail and lightning toward 
our home. It is where I 
stood to enjoy the color-
ful showing of the north-
ern lights.

N igh t t ime  v i ews 
from this place are the 
most memorable. On a 
cloudless night last fall, I 
glanced up to find every 
star in the sky shining so 
brightly it felt like I could 
be knocked down by the 
weight and size of the 
sky. Outside the effects of 
light pollution, it’s amaz-
ing to experience the full 
power of the cosmos.

Walking has been a 
great reminder of the 

blessings of country life. 
When people from cities 
or the coast find out I’m 
from Kansas, I often get 
asked what there is to do 
in Kansas. They don’t 
mean to be insulting but 
there is an unintentional 
implication that there is 
nothing worth seeing in 
Kansas, right?

The best parts of 
Kansas are some of the 
things most people will 
never experience or un-
derstand. There isn’t 
much out here, leaving 
the horizon open to show 
the beauty of and power 
of Mother Nature. We 
don’t have neon lights 
or electronic billboards, 
we have endless unique, 
epic light shows that 
will never be duplicated. 

You won’t hear the busy 
sounds of the city but 
your ears will be filled 
with the roar of wind, the 
rumble of thunder and 
the sounds of nature all 
around.

Walking is a routine 
part of my life on the 
farm. Each day I walk 
the same path because 
it is good for my health 
and even better for my 
perspective. It helps me 
to remember every day 
that I am fortunate to be 
in this exact place, living 
a wonderful life.

Copyright © 2024 
Kansas Farm Bureau, All 
rights reserved.

News from Kansas 
Farm Bureau

Drive To Zero 
Partners Ask 
Motorists to 

ReducRisk and 
Always Buckle 

Up
T O P E K A — T h e 

Kansas  Depar tment 
o f  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n , 
Kansas Highway Patrol 
and Kansas Turnpike 
Authority remind motor-
ists of the importance 
of wearing seat belts no 

matter where they sit in 
a vehicle.

“Many people wrong-
ly believe they’re safe 
without a seat belt, espe-
cially in a larger vehicle 
like a pickup truck, or 
if they’re traveling on 
rural roads,” said KDOT 
Secretary Calvin Reed. 
“Our data shows a signifi-
cant increase in surviv-
ing crashes if a person is 
buckled up. Do it for your 
loved ones.”  

Law enforcement 

agencies across Kansas 
will support this lifesav-
ing focus by participating 
in the national Click It or 
Ticket effort, which coin-
cides with the Memorial 
Day holiday, May 15 to 
27. Motorists will also 
see and hear messaging 
showing why seat belt 
use can be a life-or-death 
decision.

“Using a seat belt ev-
ery trip is a small act that 
can make an immense 
impact in the event of 

a crash,” said Kansas 
Highway Patrol Col. Erik 
Smith. “Being properly 
buckled is proven to pre-
vent serious injuries and 
gives each passenger the 
greatest chance of surviv-
al. The Kansas Highway 
Patrol is dedicated to en-
suring travelers make it to 
their destinations safely.”

In 2023, more than 
half of the people (134) 
who died in passenger 
motor vehicle fatality 
crashes were unrestrained 

in Kansas. Also, in 2023, 
1,879 people suffered se-
rious injuries in crashes 
and about 1 in 4 of those 
people were not belted. 
Research shows proper 
seat belt use reduces the 
risk of fatal injury by 45-
60% and serious injury 
by 50%.

“We know there will 
be an increase in traffic 
with warmer weather 
upon us, and of course, 
due to the Memorial Day 
holiday,” said Andrew 

Booth ,  KTA Safe ty 
Coordinator. “The KTA 
wants all travelers to 
reach their destinations 
safely no matter what 
time of year by buck-
ling up every trip, every 
time.” 

For more information 
on the Click It or Ticket 
mobilization, please visit 
https://www.trafficsafe-
tymarketing.gov/safety-
topics/seat-belt-safety/
click-it-or-ticket. 

K-State 
Recommends 
Scouting and 
Addressing 

Stripe Rust to 
Prevent Loss 
of Yield and 

Quality
The appearance of 

stripe rust adds insult to 
injury to this year’s wheat 
crop, but Kansas growers 
should scout fields and 
have their management 
strategy ready for this 
yield- and quality-limit-
ing disease. Stripe rust 
has now been detected 
in 35 Kansas counties, 
according to Wheat Ag 
Pest Monitor.

While most of these 
observations have been 
at low or trace levels, 
the K-State Agronomy 
eUpdate issued on May 
2, 2024, noted, “Up un-
til this point, the disease 
has largely been limited 
by lack of moisture.” 
Scattered showers across 
the state over the week-

end and into the start of 
the week have reduced 
that limiting factor.  

“ S i n c e  t h e  e U p -
date was published on 
May 2, the risk of se-
vere disease has elevat-
ed in north-central and 
northwest Kansas,” said 
Kelsey Andersen Onofre, 
K-State assistant profes-
sor of plant pathology. 
“We are keeping a close 
eye on this part of the 
state.” 

Stripe rust develops 
in cool, humid weather 
with rapid disease devel-
opment between 50 and 
60 degrees. The disease 
slows when nighttime 
temperatures are above 
68 degrees or daytime 
temperatures have highs 
above 80 degrees for sev-
eral days. 

Stripe rust shows as 
yellow or orange blis-
ter-like lesions arranged 
in stripes on the plant’s 
leaves. Timing is impor-
tant as stripe rust has the 
highest impact on yield 
and quality when the crop 
is still in the flowering or 
early kernel-filling stages 

of development. Stripe 
rust on the upper leaves 
or flag leaf are of particu-
lar concern. 

In south and south-
central Kansas, the wheat 
crop has progressed past 
the optimal window for 
a fungicide application. 
According to K-State, 
the risk of yield loss 
from stripe rust decreases 
when the disease is spot-
ted in fields already in the 
dough stages of grain de-
velopment. In northwest 
and north-central Kansas, 
however, the crop is fur-
ther behind and more 
vulnerable. 

In addition to limiting 
yield, Onofre noted that 
K-State research has seen 
a three to nine percent 
decrease in test weight 
in susceptible varieties 
under high stripe rust 
disease pressure, varying 
between wheat varieties 
and environments. This 
impact is important for 
end-use quality as test 
weight provides an initial 
indicator of quality and 
works as a rough estimate 
of potential flour yield. 

While detrimental to 
yield and quality, produc-
ers can effectively treat 
stripe rust with foliar 
fungicides, particularly if 
applied at earlier growth 
stages. According to the 
eUpdate, “K-State re-
search demonstrates that 
if stripe rust is detected 
on flag leaves at the head-
ing growth stage, there is 
a 90% chance your fungi-
cide application will pay 
off. This is a year when 
scouting will be critical.” 

Producers should also 
pay close attention to 
labels and information 
on the pre-harvest inter-
vals for their preferred 
fungicides. K-State also 
has resources available 
on the most common 
fungicides.

The K-State agrono-
my eUpdate provides five 
questions to help produc-
ers decide whether or not 
to apply fungicide at this 
time to treat stripe rust: 

1. What variety is 
planted? The wheat in-
dustry specifically in-
cludes stripe rust resis-
tance in public and pri-

vate breeding programs, 
providing built-in genetic 
resistance in certain va-
rieties. These specific 
varieties likely would 
not benefit from a fungi-
cide application. Check 
Kansas Wheat Variety 
Guide 2023 for how your 
varieties are rated for 
stripe rust resistance. 

2. Has stripe rust been 
detected in the field? 
Common sense and sci-
ence agree that if stripe 
rust is already established 
in the field, increased dis-
ease levels will follow if 
the weather is right. Pay 
close attention if stripe 
rust is present on flag 
leaves when the crop is 
heading. 

3. Does the field’s 
yield potential justify a 
fungicide application? 
A fungicide can provide 
a 10 to 15 percent yield 
boost under moderate to 
high stripe rust pressure. 
But, if the disease is not 
present or the crop is in 
poor to very poor condi-
tion, a fungicide applica-
tion may not pay off. 

4. How much mois-
ture has the field received 
recently? The eUpdate 
noted stripe rust shows 
up in fields about 10 days 
from when the infection 
first occurs, so producers 
should continue scouting 
fields, especially if they 
have received rainfall. 

5. What is the fusar-
ium head scab risk? If 
a field has a history of 
head scab and the current 
year’s crop is approach-
ing flowering, producers 
may be able to control 
both stripe rust and head 
scab with a single appli-
cation this year. 

Keep track of the lat-
est recommendations 
from K-State for wheat 
producers at https://eup-
date.agronomy.ksu.edu. 

Written by Julia Debes for 
Kansas Wheat
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T h e  p e t s  a t 
Kingman County 
Humane Society are 
in need of the follow-
ing items:

13-ga l .  k i tchen 
trash bags

dry cat and kitten 
food

clumping cat litter
canned dog food
Purina Puppy Chow
long-lasting chews
stainless steel flat-

sided water buckets
paper towels
bleach
l i q u i d  l a u n d r y 

detergent
poop bag rolls
disposable gloves 

(large)
The items can be 

brought to KCHS at 
811 East C Avenue in 
Kingman

Monetary donations 
can be sent to KCHS 

P.O. Box 103
Kingman KS  67068

Cinnamon
Sponsored by The Cunningham Courier

Oliver
Sponsored by The Cunningham Courier

Oliver is a Maltese / Chihuahua mix with a long, 
furry coat. He is a bit over 6 years old and weighs 
about 7 pounds. His adoption fee is $250.00

He has been in shelter care since April 2, 2024. 
One look at Oliver and your heart will melt. He's a 

little bit older but we like to think he is just "aged to 
perfection". Loves snuggling, gives sweet kisses and 
you don't have to deal with all that puppy craziness. 
Oliver will be happy just to spend time with you and is 
looking for a home that will make him the unequivo-
cable object of your affection. He is good with cats 
and other dogs. Are you ready to fall in love again 
with this special needs friend?

Cinnamon is a little girl who needs a home with 
a little girl to love her. 

She is about 2 months old, has been at the shelter 
since April 30, 2024, and weighs between one and 
two pounds.  

Her adoption fee is $75.00

Please consider 
volunteering or adopting or 

fostering or 
donating to your local 

Animal Shelter.

KCHS Pets Ready for Adoption

KCHS Donation Wish List

The 'Safe Room' which is also classrooms. 

Cluck Old Hen – 
Chickens in 
Springtime

 My old hen’s a good 
old hen

She lays eggs for the 
railroad men

Some t imes  e igh t 
sometimes ten

That’s enough for the 
railroad men

Cluck old hen cluck 
and sing

Ain’t laid an egg since 
late last spring

Cluck old hen cluck 
and squall

Ain’t laid an egg since 
late last fall

Cluck Old Hen – Old-
Time banjo & fiddle tune 
– mid 1800s.

Few things can add 
more ambience to your 

homestead than a flock 
of chickens.  Happy hens, 
making soft sounds as 
they forage in your yard 
or garden, can provide 
you with an abundance of 
fresh eggs to enjoy each 
morning.  Springtime is 
a good time to consider 
raising some chickens. 

Some time ago, a dear 
friend of ours contacted 
me for advice on pur-
chasing chickens.  She 
was ordering baby chicks 
and wondered if I had any 
thoughts on breeds that 
were preferable.  Being 
a “chicken person” I did 
and do.  What follows 
are these same thoughts, 
now put to paper (if you 
are new to nurturing 
poultry, consider visiting 
YouTube to get an educa-
tion on chicken raising 
before ordering chicks or 
buying full grown birds).  
Here are my chicken 
thoughts…

 I like the old standard 
dual-purpose breeds.  
They tend to be solid egg 
layers, but can also be put 
in the pot, if you are so 
inclined.  These breeds 

typically lay brown eggs.  
Think of them as good 
all-around farm or ranch 
chickens. 

Firs t  up we have 
Barred Rocks (one color 
variety of the Plymouth 
Rock breed – showing 
beautiful dark gray and 
white barred plumage).  
Barred Rocks are an all-
time popular favorite, de-
scribed as steady, reliable 
chickens.  Developed in 
England in the 1800s, 
they are considered by 
some to be the ideal 
American chicken.  One 
of my favorite chickens 
in years past was an old 
Barred Rock hen with an 
injury to her face.  I called 
her Scar-Head Lois.

N e x t ,  w e  h a v e 
the Black Australorp.  
Imported into the U.S. 
from Australia in the 
1920s, these chickens 
are known for their supe-
rior heat tolerance.  They 
are one of the very best 
egg layers.  Known to be 
quiet and gentle, they are 
wonderful birds.

Another breed known 
to be heavy layers are 

Rhode Is land Reds.  
Developed in Rhode 
Island in the early 1900s, 
they are one of the most 
famous and popular 
breeds.  These birds can 
be a bit feisty and are 
sometimes mean to the 
other chickens, so if you 
have a mixed flock, it is 
a good idea to limit the 
number of Rhode Island 
Reds for optimal peace in 
the henhouse.

Buff Orpingtons are 
another breed worth con-
sidering.  These golden 
colored chickens were 
imported from England 
in the 1800s.  They are 
large quiet birds and can 
be quite broody, so make 
good setters and mothers.

For  var ie ty,  con-
sider including some 
Ameraucanas.  These 
chickens, derived from 
the Aracauna breed in the 
1970s, lay blue and green 
tinted eggs.  They make a 
nice addition to any flock.

 When ordering baby 
chicks, I strongly sug-
gest that you order fe-
male birds (don’t order 
unsexed or you may 

get all males).  Also, I 
would recommend get-
ting chicks vaccinated.  
You will have the option 
of requesting that your 
chicks be vaccinated for 
Marek’s disease (very 
common in chickens and 
highly contagious) and 
Coccidiosis (a common 
deadly disease caused by 
a parasitic infection).  

You may want to add 
a rooster to your small 
flock but consider your 
neighbors (and yourself) 
before doing so.  Roosters 
crow a lot at dawn.  If 
you live near grouchy 
neighbors who like to 
occasionally sleep in, you 
might have a problem.  
With a rooster, you will 
enjoy fertilized eggs (and 
if hens are broody, more 
baby chicks), but without 
a rooster your eggs will 
be just as nutritious and 
tasty.  Roosters can be ag-
gressive, so consider this 
before you buy.  I like to 
order three or four males, 
and then cull them later, 
keeping the most ami-
able rooster and eating 
the rest.

 One more thought.  
Chickens need good 
names, and I think vin-
tage old lady names are 
most appropriate for 
hens.  Here are some 
good names if you need 
inspiration: Lois, Mavis, 
Evelyn, Phoebe, Amelia, 
Edna, Vera, Ethel, Etta, 
Fern, Ruby, Eunice, 
Phyllis, Sadie, Cora, 
Eleanor, Ida, Hazel, 
Edith, Ophelia, Vivian, 
Mabel, Winifred, Opal, 
Harriet, & Nellie.

 Chickens not only 
add a calming presence to 
your home and property, 
but they also provide a 
bounty of wholesome 
fresh eggs for your family 
to enjoy.  Get some chick-
ens this spring and make 
this world a better place.  
Note – here’s a great 
source for good chick-
ens – Murray McMurray 
Hatchery (mcmurray-
hatchery.com). 

© 2024 Jody Dyer
typewriterweekly.com

“If you hang out with chickens, you're going to cluck and if 
you hang out with eagles, you're going to fly.”

― Steve Maraboli, Unapologetically You: Reflections on Life 
and the Human Experience



ACROSS
1. Clothing joint
5. *Opposite of good
8. *Pre-
12. Guesstimate (2 words)
13. Sudden impulse
14. Group dice game
15. Stead
16. Naive person
17. Fancy necktie
18. *Compass point opposites (2 
words)
20. A pinch between the cheeks
21. Earth tremor
22. Before skip and a jump
23. Constantly worry about 
something
26. More infinitesimal
30. Catch a wink
31. One weber per square meter, pl.
34. *Pre-recorded
35. Deed hearings
37. Cribbage piece
38. Bread spreads
39. Plural of focus
40. Making the way, in a way
42. “I Like ___,” 1952 campaign 
slogan
43. Of somber color
45. *Like bride’s accessories (2 
words)
47. 60 mins., pl.
48. Indiana ball player
50. One of Three Bears
52. *Day periods (2 words)
55. Vernacular
56. Part of church

57. Soap bubbles
59. Type of small salmon
60. Bound
61. Domingo, Pavarotti and 
Carreras, e.g.
62. Nicholas II of Russia, e.g.
63. Key next to spacebar
64. Where users review

DOWN
1. Fa follower
2. Between Ohio and Ontario
3. *Opposite of on land
4. Fluffy dessert
5. Hillsides in Scotland
6. Anti-seniors sentiment
7. *Opposite of awakward and 
clumsy
8. *Door instruction (2 words)
9. Fairy tale opener
10. Flat-bottomed boat
11. Bambino
13. Not like #26 Down
14. Popular breakfast item
19. MCAT and LSAT, e.g.
22. *Hers
23. *Switch positions (2 words)
24. Louisiana swamp
25. Glasses, for short
26. Three biblical sages
27. A logical connection (2 words)
28. Extract a memory, e.g.
29. Stitch again
32. R&R spots
33. Tolstoy’s given name, in 
Russian
36. *Irwin Shaw’s title opposites 

(2 words)
38. Checked out
40. Pimple fluid
41. Marked
44. Speak like Pericles
46. *Not airtight
48. Teacher’s pet, e.g.
49. Balance sheet entry
50. *Cons
51. Muslim honorific
52. Facts
53. Donned
54. Nervous biter’s victim
55. College assessment test, acr.
58. Janitor’s tool

 Statepoint Crossword 
Theme: Opposites
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Chairman Henning 
called the Board of 
County Commissioners 
meeting to order at 8:30 
a.m. May 6, 2024, in the 
County Commissioners 
room at the Kingman 
County Courthouse. 

P r e s e n t :  J e r r y 
Henning, Chairman; Pat 
Elpers, Commissioner; 
J a c k  T h i m e s c h , 
Commissioner; Carol 
Noblit, County Clerk; 
Brandon Ritcha, County 
Counselor

Vi s i t o r s :   L a r r y 
Landwehr; Bob Morris, 
K i n g m a n  L e a d e r -
Courier; Sharon James; 
Amanda; Chester James; 
Andrea Polf, Arrowhead 
West and Julie Lyon.

Online Visitors: Caller 
01; User 01

S t a f f :  A m a n d a 
Stucky, Field Appraiser/
Planning/Zoning; Mary 
Schwartz, Health Nurse; 
Sheriff  Brent  Wood 
and Charles Arensdorf, 
Public Works Director.

Chairman Henning 
asked if there were any 
additions to the agenda.

MOTION:  
Commissioner Elpers 
moved to approve the 

agenda.  Commissioner 
Thimesch seconded the 
motion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Chairman Henning 
asked if there was any 
public comments.

Larry Landwehr dis-
cussed the rain and that 
it was good to see water 
standing.

Bob Morris let the 
Commissioners know 
that last week Kingman 
High School had a com-
munity service day and 
did help many people get 
things done in one day 
that would take many 
days.

Commissioners did 
see that they did a lot of 
services around.

Sharon James, Core 
Community discussed 
that the program just 
started their sixth class 
and there have been 46 
graduates before this 
class was started.

Ms. James went over 
all the services they have 
provided and the help 
they have given to all 
attendees.

Commissioners let 
Ms. James and Amanda 
know that they appreciate 
what Core Communities 
does for the Community.

A n d r e a  P o l f , 
Arrowhead West was in 

to give an update to the 
County Commissioners.

Ms .  Po l f  l e t  t he 
Commissioners know 
that their client counts are 
up 4 children and 1 adult.

Commissioners let 
Ms. Polf know that they 
appreciate the quarterly 
reports they receive and 
the services they provide.

Chairman Henning let 
the Board know that the 
County received sales tax 
of $75000.00

Commissioners dis-
cussed the NRP program.

M a r y  S c h w a r t z , 
Health Nurse was in with 
a department update.

Ms. Schwartz let the 
Commissioners know 
that she is updating 
the infectious disease 
manual.

Ms. Schwartz gave the 
Commissioners informa-
tion on the Avian influ-
enza virus type A (H5N1) 
in U.S. dairy cattle.

Ms. Schwartz dis-
cussed tinting the win-
dows on the south side of 
the health building.  She 
submitted a quote from 
Pratt Glass Enterprises, 
LLC in the amount of 
$2,285.13 and that it will 
be paid with grant funds.
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Elpers moved to approve 
a quote from Pratt Glass 
Enterprises, LLC for tint-
ing of the South side of 
the Health Department in 
the amount of $2,285.13 
wi th  Sta te  Formula 
Funds.  Commissioner 
Thimesch seconded the 
motion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

A m a n d a  S t u c k y, 
Field Appraiser/Planning/
Zoning director was in 
with a NRP extension for 
Daniel Beat.  
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Thimesch moved to ap-
prove the NRP exten-
sion for Daniel Beat.  
Commissioner Elpers 
seconded the motion.  
The motion was ap-
proved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Carol Noblit, County 
Clerk submitted the 
County Commissioners 
minutes of April 29, 
2024, Commission meet-
ing for approval.

MOTION:  Commissioner 
Thimesch moved to ap-
prove the April 29, 2024, 
Commission meeting 
minutes.  Commissioner 
Elpers seconded the mo-
tion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Sheriff Brent Wood 
was in with a monthly 
report for April.

Sheriff Wood present-
ed pictures of the water 
damage in the showers 
and submitted a quoted 
from Advanced Epoxy in 
the amount of $10,175.00 
to fix the damages.
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Elpers moved to ap-
prove the quote from 
Advanced Epoxy in the 
amount of $10,175.00 to 
be paid from the County 
Capital Improvement 
Fund.  Commissioner 
Thimesch seconded the 
motion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Chairman Henning 
discussed the electrical 
for the stall barn and that 
he will be going over 
what is needing updated 
at the stall barn with ven-
dors to submit bids.

Charles Arensdorf, 
Public Works Director 
was in with the following 
permits:

Haviland Telephone 
Co. Inc. DBA Haviland 
Broadband-Lay Fiber 
O p t i c  C a b l e  a l o n g 
Sections 1 & 12, Township 
30, Range 06W(Canton) 
and along Sections 6 & 
7, Township 30, Range 
05W (Bennett).

Durango Midstream-
Lay 8” Gas line between 
Sections 4 & 5, Township 
29, Range 6W(Eagle).

Commissioners dis-
cussed the Neighborhood 
Revitalization Program 
and that they will make 
a decision at next weeks 
meeting.

MOTION:  
Commissioner Thimesch 
moved to adjourn the 
regular board meeting at 
11:55 a.m.  Commissioner 
Elpers seconded the mo-
tion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Minutes from the 
Kingman County 

Commission 

How to Spot an 
Imposer Social 
Media Account  

Want to learn how to 
spot fake Social Security 
social media accounts?  
The tips below will help 
you protect yourself and 
your family.    

How fraudsters create 
imposter accounts

Fraudsters create im-
poster social media pag-
es and accounts using 
Social Security-related 
images and vocabulary, 
making them appear 
as if they’re associated 
with or endorsed by us.  
They also create impos-
ter social media pages 
of Social Security and 
OIG officials, such as 
the Commissioner or the 
Inspector General. 

Protect  your per-
sonal ly  ident i f iable 
information

We will never ask for 
sensitive information 
through social media as 
these channels are not 
secure. Sometimes, users 
are asked to enter their 
financial information, 
Social Security number 
(SSN), or other sensitive 
information.  This is a 
red flag, and often an in-
dication of a fraudulent 
account. 

How to spot a fake so-
cial media account

Identifying an impos-
ter account may seem 
difficult at first, but there 
are a few things you can 
look for right away.  You 
will want to focus on the 
following:

• How many peo-
ple follow the impos-
ter page. In most cases, 
fake pages have a very 
low number of followers 
as compared to Social 
Security’s official page.

• Improper 
punctuation.

• Links to pages 
not on SSA.gov.

• Advertisements 
for forms or other Social 
Security documents for a 
price.

• Incor rec t  so -
cial media handles. To 
view the list of our of-
ficial social media chan-
nels, we encourage you 
to visit www.ssa.gov/
socialmedia. 

Please report suspect-
ed Social Security impos-
ter scams — and other 
Social Security fraud — 
to the OIG’s website at 
oig.ssa.gov/report.  You 
can find more informa-
tion about scams on our 
Protect Yourself from 
Scams webpage at www.
ssa.gov/scam. 

Please share this infor-
mation with your friends, 
family, and colleagues to 
help spread awareness 
about imposter social 
media accounts.
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S u b s c r i b e  t o  y o u r 
h o m e t o w n  p a p e r !

Pharmacists

 

State Farm Insurance 
Jon Wollen, Agent 
 152 N Main Street 

Kingman, KS 67068 
 Bus: 620-532-3179 

Toll Free: 800-824-6681 
www.jonwollen.com 

 Laubhan, Harbert & Haas, L.C. 
Certified Public Accountants 
Complete Accounting Services 

Tax - Bookkeeping - Payroll      
- Consulting - 

 Joseph A. Harbert, CPA 
217 N Main St.  Kingman, KS 67068 

620-532-3667 
Lorin Haas, CPA 

420 S. Jackson Suite 200
    Pratt, KS 67124 

620-672-3400

Agriculture

KANZA bank 
151 N. Main, Kingman, KS 

620-532-5821 
Lobby Hours  

9-5 M-F
Drive Thru Hours 

 8 - 6 M-F, 8-12 Sat. 
Equal Housing Lender     

Member FDIC  

Insurance

Neville Built
Grain Trailers  

& Custom-Built Trailers 
Dick or Marvin Neville 

5581 SW 50 St. Kingman, KS 
620-532-3487 

1-800-301-3487 

Kingman Real Estate 
SALES AND APPRAISALS
Scott Sparks    532-4242
Nancy Milford    491-0774

Lexi Miller 532-5204
Office   620-532-3581 

146 N. Main, Kingman, KS 
www.kingmanksre.com

Ability - Honesty - Service 

Real Estate

Kingman Drug 
211 North Main, Kingman 

 Pharmacists on call 24 hours 
Days - store ph. 620-532-5113 

Emergency after hours call  
Merlin McFarland    620-532-3855

Optometrists

Troy Maydew, OD 
Seth Thibault, OD 

Andrew W. Piester, OD
216 S. Oak

Pratt, Kansas 67124 
620-672-5934 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  M - F  

604 N. Walnut 
Medicine Lodge, Kansas 67104 

620-886-3222 
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

1:00 - 5:00 p.m.   
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 

Seth Thibault, OD
Andrew W. Piester, OD

104 West C Ave. 
Kingman, KS 67068 

620-532-3154   
1-800-371-3154 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Monday - Thursday

8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Friday

Dixon’s  
True Value Hardware 

Heating & A/C 
325 N. Main, Kingman, KS 

532-2631

Home 
Improvement

4C
Cunningham Child Care
Children 8 weeks to 11 years

120 West 3rd  
Cunningham, KS
620-298-2010

Child Care

Fitzsimmons Insurance 
Cunningham, KS 67037 

Bus: 620-298-5291
Toll Free: 800-536-5291

For more information
see display ad on page 4

Banks

Hospitals and 
Clinics

Accountants

Repair Service

Baker Professional 
Accounting Services

Tax Compliance
Process Improvement

Tax Preparation
Tax Planning

Quick Books Consulting
920 E. 1st Street 

Pratt, KS 67124
www.baker-accounting.com

620-672-2502

First Published in The Cunningham 
Courier, Thursday, May 2, 2024 
(3t) 

IN THE THIRTIETH 
JUDICIAL DISTRICT

DISTRICT COURT OF 
KINGMAN COUNTY, KANSAS

IN THE MATTER OF THE 
ESTATE OF:  
STEVEN A. LONG, Deceased.  

CASE NO. KM-2024-PR-19
(Pursuant to K.S.A. Chapter 59)

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
THE STATE OF KANSAS TO 

ALL PERSONS CONCERNED:
You are hereby notified that on April 
26, 2024, a Petition for Issuance 
of Letters of Administration was 
filed in this Court by Scott M. Long.
You are required to file your writ-
ten defenses thereto on or before 
May 21, 2024, at 10:00 o’clock 
a.m. in the District Court, Kingman 

County, Kansas, at which time and 
place the cause will be heard. 
Should you fail therein, judgment 
and decree will be entered in due 
course upon the petition.
All creditors of the decedent are 
notified to exhibit their demands 
against the Estate within the lat-
ter of four months from the date 
of first publication of notice under 
K.S.A. 59-2236 and amendments 
thereto, or if the identity of the 
creditor is known or reasonably 
ascertainable, 30 days after ac-
tual notice was given as provided 
by law, and if their demands are 
not thus exhibited, they shall be 
forever barred.
Scott M. Long, Petitioner
Matthew W. Ricke
Ricke & Ritcha Law Office
349 N. Main, PO Box 113
Kingman, KS  67068
Attorney for Petitioner

 

Public Notice

Darryl K. Horst Estate Auction
Sat. May 25, 2024 – 9:30 AM

444 W. Santa Fe, Cunningham KS.
Furniture:  GE microwave and stand. Mizerak pool table. Two wooden 
desks. Kenmore refrigerator. Philco refrigerator. Orion TV and cabinet. Swivel 
rocker. Dining table and chairs. Four filing cabinets. Stereo system. Computer 
desk. Two book shelves. Floor fan. Kenmore canister vacuum. Shark upright 
Vacuum. Two queen size box springs and mattress. Corner stand. Dresser/mir-
ror and night stand. Dirt devil featherlite vacuum. 

Tools:  Craftsman 3hp 15-gallon air compressor. New craftsman gas-powered 
leaf blower. Black and Decker electric leaf blower. Chicago mini generator. 
Speed clean pressure washer. Chicago battery charger. Chicago electric chain 
saw sharpener, 3” vise. Black Bull 6” bench grinder. Hi-lift jack (new). Crafts-
man tool cabinet and chest. Hand tools. Sockets. 200 lb. Hanson scale. Black 
and Decker ½” electric drill. Handi works cordless drill.  Skil circular saw. 
Ryobi circular saw. Chicago multi-function power tool. Two Black and Decker 
jig saws. Vermont-American bit kit. Campbell-Hausfeld air tool kit. Crafts-
man 19.2 cordless drill. Durabuilt home tool kit. Dremel tool and Craftsman 
Dremel tool. New electric paint spray gun. Drill master tool (new). Craftsman 
Sawzall, 19.2 kit, 14.4 kit, Socket sets. 5 shelf metal. Firestone/cooper tire 
kit. Ryobi Cordless saw/ drill. Drill master lights. Black and Decker vibrating 
sander. Pipe wrenches. Grease guns. Hydraulics jacks. Jack stands. Log chains. 
Come a long. Welding rod. Tow ropes. Ladders. Post driver. Manual miter saw. 
Plastic saw horses. Earth wise electric pole saw. Small electric air compressor 
and more.    

Golf & Bowling: Lots of golf clubs. Golf balls. Three old golf carts. Several 
bowling balls.

Miscellaneous:  6’ folding table. Table. 10’x10’Quest instant canopy. Dishes. 
Glasses. Coffee pot. Remote car and helicopter. Plates. Afghans. Comforters. 
Blankets. Shoe racks. Knives. Silverware. Card tables. Teddy bears. Folding 
tables. Bird houses. Metal cabinet. Plastic cabinet. Pool table top. Bridge signs. 
Lawn chairs. Poker table top. Lamps. Games. Coleman lantern. New DVD 
home theater system. Christmas items. 4’ Aluminum ladder. Model trains. 
Donald Trump engine. Backman rail chief train set. Classic train set. Canner. 
Ice cream freezer. Reloading tools and supplies. Parts of a car port and more. 

Hamm Auction and Real Estate
107 NE State Rd 61 Pratt, KS  67124  
Ph: 620-672-6996 Fax: 620-672-6999

www.hammauction.com

The Pratt  County 
commissioners met in 
regular session Monday, 
April 29, 2024, at 2:00 
p.m. in the commis-
sioner room, 1st floor of 
the courthouse. The fol-
lowing members were 
present:  Thomas W. 
Jones III, Rick Shriver, 
Dwight Adams, Tyson 
Eisenhauer, county coun-
selor, Lori Voss, county 
clerk and Mark Graber, 
IT director.

Hea ther  Morgan , 
Economic Development/
covid consultant, stated 
the ARPA report was 
submitted last week. Pratt 
County is current and up 
to date in reporting. The 
state budget was finalized 
and the city of Sawyer 
funding was approved, 
she will assist in find-
ing a way to obtain the 
funds. The legislatures 
are considering more 
funding for motor vehi-
cles at the local level. She 
will watch for anything 
concerning Pratt County 
and the Sawyer funding. 
Chairman Shriver ques-
tioned why the city of 
Sawyer had to apply for 
this funding rather than a 
gas company. She stated 
the state does not like to 
award money to private 
businesses. 

Commissioner Adams 
made a motion to approve 
the minutes from April 
22, 2024. Commissioner 
Jones seconded the mo-
tion. Motion carried 3-0.

Commissioner Adams 
made a motion to ap-
prove the donation to the 
Miss Kansas Scholarship 
in the amount of $1000. 
Commissioner Jones 
seconded the motion. 
Motion carried 3-0.

DJ McMurry,  ap-
praiser, presented bids 
for copier/printer for his 
office from Bolen Office 
Supply for a Kyocera at 
$3825.00 and Century 
Business Technologies 
for a Ricoh at $2538.71. 
Commissioner Adams 
made a motion to approve 
the purchase of the Ricoh 
from Century Business 
Technologies at $2538.71 
for the Appraiser Office. 
Commissioner Jones 
seconded the motion. 
Motion carried 3-0. 

Commissioner Jones 
made a motion to re-
cess into executive ses-
sion for fifteen minutes 
at 2:14 p.m. for a le-
gal matter concerning 
possible litigation with 
DJ McMurry, appraiser 
present. Commissioner 
Adams seconded the 
motion. Motion carried 
3-0. Commissioner Jones 
made a motion to return 
from executive session at 
2:29 p.m. with no action 
taken. Commissioner 
Adams seconded the mo-
tion. Motion carried 3-0.

Brandon Rockenbach, 
Calvin Boyd and Steve 
Stratford with the live-
stock pavilion committee 
are asking for financial 
support for the Blodgett 
L ives tock  Pav i l i on 
at  the Prat t  County 
Fairgrounds. The total 
for a turn key project 
is $623,000. They now 
have $409,500. Brandon 
asked if there are any 
ARPA funds that could 
be used for the project. 

Chairman Shriver 
stated there are only cer-
tain things that qualify 
and a long list of require-
ments. Commissioner 
Jones stated he wasn’t 
sure they would qualify. 
They would like to have 
it completed by the 2025 
fair, but aren’t starting 
until they have the total 

amount. Steve suggest-
ed the county could up 
their $10,000 donation 
given to the fair each 
year. Chairman Shriver 
suggested they present 
a letter with a requested 
budget amount. 

Commissioner Jones 
made a motion to recess 
into executive session at 
2:45 p.m. for ten min-
utes for an attorney/cli-
ent matter concerning 
statutes for unclaimed 
bodies. Commissioner 
Adams seconded the 
motion. Motion carried 
3-0. Commissioner Jones 
made a motion to return 
from executive session at 
2.52 p.m. with no action 
taken. Commissioner 
Adams seconded the mo-
tion. Motion carried 3-0. 

Commissioner Jones 
made a motion to approve 
payment to Larrison mor-
tuary for services for 
an unclaimed body in 
the amount of $1300.00. 
Commissioner Adams 
seconded the motion. 
Motion carried 3-0.

Tyson stated he had 
filed the tax foreclosure 
last week and will give 
more updates next week.

Chairman Shriver 
stated he had some ques-
tions on overtime pay. 
Tyson stated he knew 
nothing about it and did 
not want to discuss it 
until he had done some 
research.

Commissioner Adams 
stated he had citizens 
that used public trans-
portation services to go 
to different venues in 
the past. They are be-
ing told it can’t be done. 
Commissioner Adams 
will get a copy of the 
transportation policy 
from Tara Pagenkopf, 
RSVP director.

Doug Freund, road/
lake, stated the fair board 
had contacted him to 

Minutes from 
Pratt County 
Commission

send the roller to the fair-
grounds to prepare for the 
tractor pull.

Commissioner Jones 
made a motion to ap-
prove the payment vouch-
ers for April 29, 2024. 
Commissioner Adams 
seconded the motion. 
Motion carried 3-0.

Chairman Shriver 
stated OSHA has come 
out with proposed new 
guidelines concerning 
the age of equipment and 
qualifications for em-
ployees. Tyson stated he 
would discuss it if he had 
known it was going to be 
discussed and had time to 
research. 

Commissioner 
Jones made a motion 
to adjourn at 3:09 p.m. 
Commissioner Adams 
seconded the motion. 
Motion carried 3-0. 
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Help Wanted

 

Advertising Opportunity

Effective June 1, 2022:  Ads are $6.00 per column 
inch. Front page ads are $10.00 per column inch.  All ads 
are subject to approval of this paper, which reserves the 
right to edit, reject, or properly classify any ad.  Note: The 
views and opinions expressed in advertisements in The 
Cunningham Courier do not necessarily represent the 
views and opinions of the Courier or staff. Errors will be 
corrected when brought to my attention.  
Classified Ad Rates 
$5.00 minimum charge for one-week run. 
DEADLINES: 2:00 p.m. Tuesdays

C-1 Construction

620-532-4195
Soil Conservation Practices, 

Site Grading, Pond Dam Restoration
- SOIL EROSION MEASURES - 

Building Pads
GREG CONRARDY

Cunningham Liquor
OPEN — 11 a.m. to  9  p.m. — Monday thru Thursday

          11 a.m. to 10 p.m. — Friday & Saturday 
12 noon to 8 p.m. – Sunday
“Cold Brew... Warm Spirits”            298-2033

  
 

BBLLAASSII  
SSEERRVVIICCEE  

Zenda, KS 
620-243-5571 

BEvERages*Snacks*Gas 
Everyday 6am-10pm 

“Where Everyone 
Knows Your Business” 

 

 

Place your 25-word classified in this paper and 135 more 
for only $300/ week. Find employees, sell your home or your 
car. Call the Kansas Press Association @ 785-271-5304 today!

Conrardy Seeds
Custom Seed Cleaning

7681 SW 80 Ave     Kingman, KS 

(620) 532-5508
AgriPro Alfalfa Seeds

“Wheat is Our Specialty”

Cunningham Auto 
Service

Complete Auto Care
Call Tom or Matt

620-298-2029
cunninghamautoserviceatgmail.com

Thanks for 
recycling 

     The Courier on 
May 28th 

Recycle  -   Reduce  -   Reuse -   Repurpose

305 North Cedar, Kingman, Kan. 

Phone (620) 532-5744 

Service Hours: 7:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
First Come - First Served

 Funded in Part by KDOT Public Transportation Program 

Kingman Public 
Transportation  

Thank You Note RATES
Use the Courier to say 

"Thank You".  
$.10 per word 

($6.00 minimum)

To reserve the 
Cunningham 

Community Center, 
 contact 

Lauren (Murphy) Beat at
620-770-6054

murphylauren2001@gmail.com

 

Miscellaneous

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No payments for 18 months!  
Lifetime warranty & professional installs. Senior & Military 
Discounts available.  Call: 855-219-8849

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD GUITARS! 1920-1980 
Gibson, Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, 
Rickenbacker, Prairie State, D'Angelico, Stromberg. And 
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 855-454-6658

PAYING TOP CA$H FOR MEN'S SPORT WATCHES! 
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, 
GMT, Submariner and Speedmaster. Call 844-575-0691

Fertilization, weed control, seeding, aeration and mos-
quito control.  Call now for a free quote.  Ask about our first 
application special! 1-877-559-9593

Attention: VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! A cheaper 
alternative to high drugstore prices! 50 Pill Special - Only 
$99! 100% guaranteed. CALL NOW: 1-866-481-0668

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS.  Fast free pick up. All 50 States.  
Patriotic Hearts’ programs help veterans find work or start 
their own business. Call 24/7: 855-612-3543.

INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT?  Don't Accept the insur-
ance company's first offer. Many injured parties are entitled 
to cash settlements in the $10,000's. Get a free evaluation to 
see what your case is really worth. 100% Free Evaluation. 
Call Now: 1-888-920-1883

AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWNER? STORM 
DAMAGE? You need a local expert provider that proudly 
stands behind their work.  Fast, free estimate. Financing 
available.  Call 1-877-589-0093

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:  A 
small amount of water can lead to major damage and mold 
in your home. If you have water damage to your home, 
call for a free estimate for complete repairs to protect your 
family and your home's value! 

Call 24/7:  1-877-586-6688

NEED NEW WINDOWS?  Drafty rooms? Chipped 
or damaged frames? Need outside noise reduction? New, 
energy efficient windows may be the answer! Call for a 
consultation & FREE quote today. 1-866-766-5558

S TO P O V E R PAY I N G  F O R  H E A LT H 
INSURANCE! A recent study shows that a major-
ity of people struggle to pay for health coverage.  Let 
us show you how much you can save.  Call Now for 
a no-obligation quote: 1-888-519-3376

 

Help Wanted

is hiring a seasonal maintenance worker with the 
potential to become a permanent full time employee. 
Applications available  Applications available at 
Cunningham City Hall, 119 N Main Street, or print at 

www.cunninghamks.net. 

B-29 Museum
is open on Sundays from 2:00 to 4:00 pm

Pratt Army Airfield – 82 Curran Road
Visit them on Facebook at www.prairie-

bombers.org for more information. If you would 
like to visit the museum at another time call 

672-8321,
 672-2444 or 620-797-2919 to 
schedule an appointment!

The City of Turon 
is looking to fill a part time/ as needed Sub-Clerk

Position. If interested please 
contact the city office at 620-497-6443

KINGMAN COUNTY, KANSAS
Request for Proposals
To Provide
Concrete on West 1st Street 
South of the Expo Center
(Request No. 2024-052024a)
Concrete surrounding the 
Saddle and Ropers Building
  (Request No. 2024-052024b)
The area under the announc-
er’s stand to the north edge of 
the building in the Expo Center
  (Request No. 2024-052024c)
Issued: May 8, 2024
Closing Date: Monday, May 
20, 2024
Closing Time: 10:00 a.m., Local 
Time
A pre bidding conference will 
be held at the Expo Center, 121 
South Main in Kingman on May 
15 at 10:00am.  All interested 
parties should be present to 
discuss the details of the jobs.  
Proposals must be received on 
or before the closing time on the 
closing date in the offices of the 
County at the following address:

Kingman County Clerk
130 North Spruce Street
Kingman, KS  67068
Vendors should submit one 
original of Vendor’s Proposal in 
sealed envelopes or packages.  
The outside of the envelopes 
or packages must be labeled 
with the Vendor’s name and 
address and clearly marked “ 
Concrete work Bid Proposal, 
Attention: Kingman County 
Commissioners.”  Proposals 
must be received on or before 
the Closing Time on the Closing 
Date in the offices of the County 
at the following address:
Kingman County Clerk
130 North Spruce Street
Kingman, KS  67068
For information contact:
Commissioner Jack Thimesch 
or Mendy Frampton, Expo 
Center Director
Telephone:  (620)-243-6650 or 
(620) 532-3925
Email: kcac@kingmancoks.org

Public Notice
First Published in The Cunningham Courier, 

Thursday, May 9, 2024 (2t)

CCiittyy  OOwwnneedd  GGrroocceerryy
SSttoorree  ffoorr  SSaallee  oorr  LLeeaassee
552255  WW..  SSttaattee,,  EErriiee  KKSS

The Erie Market, located in Southeast Kansas, was purchased by the City
of Erie Jan. 1, 2021. The store was completely rebuilt following historic

flooding in 2007 by the previous owners (est. $1.2 million). The Erie City
Council is seeking proposals to either purchase or lease the building.

Great opportunity for an individual looking to operate their own grocery store.
Sellers are motivated. Contact cityclerk@erieks.com or call (620) 244-3461.



Check the Blessing Box east 
of the Methodist Church.

Anyone can give or take from 
the Blessing Box at any time. 

Cards by Roberta Kobbe
Handmade Greeting Cards for sale.

Shop for cards at Cleo's in Kingman and 
Cheney, Ye Olde General 

Store in Norwich and 
Market 54 on Main in 
Pratt or contact me.
Will mail or deliver.

Cards and stamps make 
nice gifts for shut-ins.

620-298-2659
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Free Groceries
at the 

Cunningham 
Methodist Church  

2 to 5 p.m.
on

 Tuesdays

Cleo's Flower Shop
229  N. Main in Kingman

kingmanksflorist.com
(620) 532-3883

***
221 N. Main in Cheney
cheneyksflorist.com

(316) 542-0054
Sheila Jayne, 

Owner/Operator

Advertise 
with

The Courier

David Dick

David Henry Dick 
went to his eternal rest on 
May 6, 2024, at Newton 
(KS) Medical Center. 
David was born March 
13, 1951, to Leonard 
and Dorothy (Rohling) 
Dick in Nashville, KS, 
and grew up in the Zenda 
area. He remained a 
nearly lifelong resident 
of Kingman County.

On June 2, 1973, he married Deana Brant in Sawyer. 
She survives, as do their children, Emily (Aaron) 
Miller; and Nathan (Susan). He is also survived by 
four grandchildren; and siblings Carolyn (Gary) Kern, 
Shirley (David) Gustafson, Elaine Robinson, Ronald 
(Debbie) Dick, Betty (Blake) Andrews, Dennis (Vicki) 
Dick, Leon (Cathryn) Dick,  Joyce (Edgar) Holiday; 
brother-in-law Michael Jones;  and their families; and 
numerous extended family. He was preceded in death 
by his parents, and one sister, Jane Jones.

A graduate of Nashville-Zenda High School, Pratt 
Community College, and Pittsburg State University, 
David was a manufacturing engineer for Farrar 
Corporation in Norwich for 41 years. He was con-
stantly tinkering on engine repair or engineering de-
sign projects. He enjoyed helping family and neighbors 
with their projects, and was often the first to volunteer 
a truck or trailer to help someone move to a new home, 
for as long as he was able.  He was an active member 
of the Kingman Christian Church.

David gave the best papa-bear hugs, loved holding 
grandbabies, and embodied a steady, quiet faith and 
life of generous acts of service. He will be missed.

A celebration of life service will be 2:00 p.m., on  
Monday, May 20, 2024 at Kingman Christian Church.

Services will be live streamed at The Kingman 
Christian Church Facebook page.

Memorial gifts may be offered to the Kingman 
Healthcare Center with Cancer Center on the memo 
line.

Vickie Frank Robert Thieme
Vickie Lynn Frank, 73, 

passed away Thursday, 
May 9, 2024 at Hospice 
House in Hutchinson. She 
was born on January 24, 
1951 in La Junta, Colorado 
to Floyd Alvin and Theresa 
Helen (French) Keller. 
Vickie married Thomas 
“Tom” Gerald Frank on 
April 3, 1971 in Ulysses. 
They were married for 53 
years.

Vickie graduated from 
Ulysses High School in 1969 and went on to attend 
Hutchinson Community College. She worked as a 
secretary for USD 310 Fairfield for almost 20 years. 
She was a member of Turon Community Church and 
was a First responder for Turon EMS for several years. 
She enjoyed sewing, playing board games and card 
games, doing puzzles and playing softball. She was 
a very competitive video gamer and an avid bowler 
who went to several State Tournaments. She was very 
proud of her children and grandchildren.

She is survived by her husband, Tom; daughters, 
Heather Frank, Debra (Jason) Evans and Janelle Frank 
all of Turon; brother, Kenny (Mary) Keller of Ulysses; 
grandchildren, Jaden (Addie Fountain) Evans, Trent 
(Daisy Raburn) Evans and Ava Evans all of Turon.

Vickie is preceded in death by her parents; son, 
Brian Frank; and infant brother, Gregory Keller.

Funeral service was held at 2:00 p.m., Monday, 
May 13, 2024 at Turon Community Church with 
Pastor Steve Gill presiding. Burial followed at Turon 
Cemetery, Turon.

Memorials may be made to Gentiva Hospice or 
Hospice House of Hutchinson in care of Larrison 
Mortuary. Online condolences may be made at www.
larrisonmortuary.com.

R o b e r t  J o s e p h 
Thieme, age 75,  of 
Ozark, Alabama, peace-
fully went to be with 
our Lord on Monday, 
February 19, 2024, sur-
rounded by his lov-
ing wife and cherished 
family in the comfort 
of his home. Born on 
February 28, 1948, in 
Nashville, Kansas, to 
Joseph Alfred Thieme 
and Ida Ann Hrencher 
Thieme, Robert’s life 
journey was marked by dedication, love, and a com-
mitment to family.

In 1968, he was joined in the sacrament of marriage 
with Carolyn Marie Dick of Sharon, Kansas. Together, 
they raised their family in St. Leo, Kansas, on the 
Thieme family homestead, where they carried on the 
rich tradition of wheat and cattle farming. Their shared 
adventure led them to Florida in 1998. In 2014, Robert 
retired with Carolyn to a farm in Ozark, Alabama, 
where he continued cultivating his passion for garden-
ing and fishing by sharing it with his grandchildren. 
During moments of relaxation, he found enjoyment 
in watching classic Western movies. He was a parish-
ioner of St. John’s Catholic Church and a member of 
the Knights of Columbus.

Robert was preceded in death by his parents, his 
brother Kenneth, his grandson Conner, and great-
grandson Michael. He leaves behind a legacy of love 
and devotion cherished by his wife of 55 years, Carolyn 
Dick Thieme, and their children: Cynthia Beat (Eric) 
of Ozark, Alabama; Julie Smith (James) of Daphne, 
Alabama; Rebecca Kilgore (David) of Chanute, 
Kansas; Renee Duncan (Justin) of Lake Placid, Florida; 
and Scott Thieme (Candice) of Guyton, Georgia. His 
23 grandchildren and 6 great-grandchildren were a 
great of pride and joy.

Those who knew Robert remember him as a faith-
filled man, dedicated brother, father, grandfather, and 
friend. Robert’s memory will be honored in St. Leo, 
Kansas, on May 25, 2024, with a rosary at 10:00 AM 
and a Mass of Christian Burial at 10:30 AM at St. Leo 
Catholic Church, followed by his burial in Zenda, 
Kansas. In lieu of flowers, the family kindly requests 
donations be made in Robert’s honor to the American 
Kidney Foundation, a cause close to his heart.

To sign up for Internet service, 
visit www.sctelcom.net or call 877-723-6875.

- Premium Wi-Fi
- Built-in Cyber Security
- Unlimited Data 
- Elite, Local Support Team

CONNECT WHERE YOU 
ARE WITHOUT HASSLE

SI

MPLE AND

    SECURE

Bernice Ellen (Hirt) Mason, the second daughter 
of Osie and Amy (Riffey) Hirt, was born at home on 
July 4, 1929 near Harris, Kansas. She departed this life 
for her eternal reward on Wednesday, May 8, 2024.

She was baptized at 15 on May 5, 1945 and re-
mained a member of The Old German Baptist Church 
for the duration of her life.

She was married to Keith Wray Mason at her par-
ents home in Westphalia, Kansas on June 15, 1952. 
Their marriage was blessed with a total of 6 children, 
living their entire married life near Sawyer, Kansas.

She loved her husband, children and grandchildren. 
She enjoyed cooking, gardening, sewing and geneal-
ogy. Family was important to her and she organized 
many family reunions. She always enjoyed celebra-
tions and fixing food for people. In her later years, she 
pieced quilts for all her children and grandchildren.

She cared for her husband when he was afflicted 
with Alzheimer’s disease. Her life, up to 90 years 
old, was spent caring for family members other than 
herself. She had heart surgery in 2010, so she could 
continue to care for her husband and son. Her young-
est daughter and her husband had the honor of taking 
her home to live with their family for the last several 
months of her life where she passed with congestive 
heart failure at 94 years, 10 months and 4 days of age.

She was preceded in death by her husband, Keith; 
her parents, Osie and Amy Hirt; her sisters, Norma 
Jane Hirt and Fern Miller; brother in-law, Melvin 
Miller; sister in-law, Anna May Hirt; and granddaugh-
ter, Deborah Jonassen.

She leaves behind her children and their com-
panions, Alice and Martin Jonassen of Gallatin, 
Missouri.; Ivan and Martha (Holsinger) Mason of 
Sawyer; Russell and Brenda (Klaassen) Mason of 
Wichita; Dennis and Ellen Mohler of Sawyer; and 
Glen Mason of Sawyer; brother and sister in-law, 
Vernon and Donna (Killingsworth) Hirt of Sawyer; 
brother, Richard Hirt of Aurburndale, Florida; brother 
and sister in-law, Kieth and Marilyn (Stever) Hirt 
of Westphalia, Kansas.; 22 grandchildren, 38 great-
grandchildren, and many nieces, nephews and friends.

 Funeral service was held Sunday, May 12, 2024 
at The Old German Baptist Brethren Church. Burial 
followed at Pleasant View Cemetery, Sawyer.

Memorials may be made to Interim Hospice in care 
of Larrison Mortuary, 300 Country Club Road, Pratt. 

“To everything there is a season, and a time to ev-
ery purpose under the heaven: a time to be born and 
a time to die”... Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 KJV

Bernice Mason


