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City Council Will Meet 
Monday, July 31

Courier photoCourier photo

Chairman Henning called the Board 
of County Commissioners meeting to 
order at 8:30 a.m. July 10th, 2023, in 
the County Commissioners room at the 
Kingman County Courthouse. Present 
were: Jerry Henning, Chairman; Jack 
Thimesch, Commissioner; Stan Goetz, 
HR; Brandon Ritcha, County Counselor

Visitors:  Bob Morris, Kingman 
Leader-Courier and Larry Landwehr

Staff: LaDawn Stegman, Financial 
Officer; Stan Goetz, HR/Planning/
Zoning/Wastewater Director; Charles 
Arensdorf, Public Works Director; 
Mendy Frampton, Expo Center Director 
and Jason Steckman, Expo Center 
Employee.

Chairman Henning asked if there 
were any additions to the agenda.

No additions were made.
MOTION:  Commissioner Thimesch 

moved to approve the agenda with 
the addition of an executive session.  
Chairman Henning seconded the mo-
tion. The motion was approved upon 
the unanimous vote of the County 

Commissioners. 
Chairman Henning asked if there 

was any public comment.
Larry Landwehr gave his opinion 

on information provided to the public.
Chairman Henning noted to Bob 

Morris that he was disappointed with 
the incorrect information in the last 
newspaper that the mill levy was in-
correct.  This caused complaints from 
citizens to the Commissioners.

Mendy Frampton, Expo Center 
Director was in to introduce Jason 
Steckman the part-time new hire for the 
Expo Center.

Ms. Frampton provided updates to 
work being done at the Expo Center 
and provided bills of out side contractor 
work on skid steer and tractor.

Ms. Frampton and Mr. Steckman left 
the meeting at 8:57 a.m.

LaDawn Stegman, Financial Officer 
was in to review 2024 budget numbers 
with the County Commissioners.

Stan Goetz, HR/Planning/Zoning/
Wastewater Director was in with a quote 
on tree from Fairchild Tree Service to 
trim all trees and remove dead limbs.

MOTION:  Commissioner Thimesch 
moved to approve the quote received 

from Fairchild Tree Service to trim all 
trees and remove dead limbs.  Chairman 
Henning seconded the motion.  The 
motion was approved upon the major-
ity vote of the County Commissioners.

Minutes were submitted for the July 
3rd, 2023, Commission meeting minutes 
for approval.

M O T I O N :   C o m m i s s i o n e r 
Thimesch moved to approve the July 
3rd, 2023, Commission meeting min-
utes.  Chairman Henning seconded 
the motion.  The motion was approved 
upon the majority vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Ron Leroux, Noxious Weed Director 
was in to give the Commissioners a de-
partment update and an update on the 
spraying being done on county roads.

Commissioners signed one abate-
ment and two escapes.

Charles Arensdorf, Public Works 
Director was in with an update on the 
status of roads after some flooding.

Mr. Arensdorf had a KDOT agree-
ment for RS363-RS2025 for signature 
and that the bid letting is set for July 
31, 2023.

Mr. Arensdorf gave an update on Flat 
Ridge 4 & 5 and that the Westwood & 

Kirkham Michael engineers will review 
transportation routes starting July 10.

Mr. Arensdorf submitted the de-
partment reports for June so that the 
Commissioners could review it.

E X E C U T I V E  S E S S I O N :  
Commissioner Thimesch moved to 
go into executive session with Charles 
Arensdorf, Public Works Director and 
Brandon Ritcha, County Counselor 
at 10:25 a.m. to discuss an individual 
employee’s evaluation pursuant to 
the exception under the Kansas Open 
Meetings Act, and they will return to 
open session in the Board meeting room 
at 10:35 a.m. Commissioner Elpers 
seconded the motion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unanimous vote of 
the County Commissioners.

Commissioners returned to regular 
session at 10:35 a.m. with no decision 
made.

Mr. Arensdorf and Commissioners 
discussed roads.

MOTION:  Commissioner Thimesch 
moved to adjourn the regular board 
meeting at 11:02 a.m.  Chairman 
Henning seconded the motion.  The 
motion was approved upon the major-
ity vote of the County Commissioners.

Minutes from Kingman 
County Commission

Chairman Henning called the Board 
of County Commissioners meeting 
to order at 8:30 a.m. July 17th, 2023, 
in the County Commissioners room 
at the Kingman County Courthouse. 
Present were Jerry Henning, Chairman; 
Patrick Elpers, Commissioner; Jack 
Thimesch, Commissioner; Carol Noblit, 
County Clerk; Brandon Ritcha, County 
Counselor

Visitors:  Bob Morris, Kingman 
Leader-Courier; Larry Landwehr; 
Heath Harrington; Camille Harrington; 
Cheryl Simon; Steve Simon; Gwen 
Kelly; Ed Miller; Drew Durst; Mike, 
Ryan, & Chris from Prairieland Partners 
and Ms. Hacker.

Online Visitors: Heather Kinsler; 
Caller 01; Chrissy Bartel; Caller 
02; Mayor Harrel; Tammy and Sean 
Wallace.

Staff: LaDawn Stegman, Financial 
Officer; Stan Goetz, HR/Planning/
Zoning/Wastewater Director; Charles 
Arensdorf, Public Works Director and 
Steve Bachenberg, County Engineer.

Chairman Henning asked if there 
were any additions to the agenda.

Brandon Ritcha, County Counselor 
would like to have an executive session 
with the Commissioners.

MOTION:  Commissioner Thimesch 
moved to approve the agenda with 
the addition of an executive session.  
Commissioner Elpers seconded the 
motion. The motion was approved 
upon the unanimous vote of the County 
Commissioners. 

Chairman Henning asked if there 
was any public comment.

Ms. Hacker requested if they can 
have the Constitutional Day celebration 
again here on the Courthouse lawn on 
September 17, 2023.

Commissioners let Ms. Hacker know 
that they can have the Constitutional 
Day celebration.

Heath Harrington was in to discuss 
a noise nuisance.

Drew Durst, Prairieland Partners 
was in to discuss the current facility 
and the proposed location to move West 
of Kingman.  Mr. Durst would like to 
apply for a grant and would need the 
County to help with the in-kind expense 
of matching funds.

Chairman Henning asked Mr. Durst 
if they were planning on paving NW 
10th Street.

Mr. Durst let them know it would 
just be a good rock road.

Commissioner Thimesch asked if 
they are just asking for help with the 
grant.

Mr. Durst said that is correct.
Commissioner Thimesch discussed 

that it would bring in more jobs and tax 
dollars into the County.

Commissioners discussed a tax ex-
emption for ten years with Mr. Durst.

Commissioners let Mr. Durst to 
get in contact with the Township to let 
them know.

Commissioners told Mr. Durst that 
they are behind them and are supportive 
of the new location.

Tom Frazier was in to discuss that 
he is working with Stan Goetz about 
the possibility of closing a road.  The 
road isn’t being used currently but it 
will not come before the zoning board 
for a couple of months.

LaDawn Stegman, Financial Officer 
was in to review the 2024 budget with 

the County Commissioners.
The County Commissioners would 

like to hold the Revenue Neutral Rate 
Hearing at the County Commissioners 
Room at 130 North Spruce St on August 
28, 2023 at 9:00 a.m. with the Budget 
Hearing to be held after.

MOTION:  Commissioner Thimesch 
moved to approve the 2024 Budget draft 
on July 17, 2023.  Commissioner Elpers 
seconded the motion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unanimous vote of 
the County Commissioners.

 Scott Strong, Strong Insurance was 
in to request giving the County an insur-
ance quote this year.

Commissioners would like Strong’s 
to prepare a quote.

Stan Goetz, HR/Planning/Zoning/
Wastewater Director was in to discuss 
the Belmont tire situation with the 
Commissioners.

Melissa Thimesch, Extension Agent 
was in to request the Commissioners 
attend July 27th, 2023, Cookie Judging 
for the fair at 9:00 a.m.

Charles Arensdorf, Public Works 
Director and Steve Bachenberg, County 
Engineer were in to review Ninnescah 
township consultation request with the 
County Commissioners.

MOTION:  Commissioner Elpers ap-
proved the Ninnescah Township consul-
tation request.  Commissioner Thimesch 
seconded the motion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unanimous vote of 
the County Commissioners.

Mr.  Arensdorf  reviewed the 
Consulting services Agreement contract 
with Schwab Eaton for RS363-RS2025 
Hot Mix Surface Overlay Program with 
the County Commissioners.

MOTION:  Commissioner Thimesch 

Minutes from Kingman 
County Commission

Monday, July 31, 2023
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

AGENDA
Meeting will be held at City Hall, 

119 N. Main St.
6:30 p.m. – Call to Order 
Approval of Agenda
Approval of Minutes of June 26, 

2023 meeting
Approval of Minutes of July 11, 

2023 special meeting
Resume Hearing for Consideration 

of SU 23-002
Public comments, concerns, & 

communications
Fire Department – Chief’s Report
Leslie Schrag – Budget re-

quest, Kingman County Economic 
Development

Review Usage at Hands of Hope 
Food Bank 

Mosquito Spraying
Community Center
Reports
Property Officer
Planning & Zoning 
Maintenance
Swimming Pool 
Animal Control
Financial Report & Payment of 

Bills 
Adjourn

(Conitnued on page 11)



The Cunningham CourierThe Cunningham Courier     Serving Cunningham and       Thursday, July 27, 2023
         Surrounding Communities      page 2

Meanderings

305 North Cedar, Kingman, Kan. 

Phone (620) 532-5744 

Service Hours: 7:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
First Come - First Served

 Funded in Part by KDOT Public Transportation Program 

Kingman Public 
Transportation  

The Cunningham Courier
(USPS 006-101)

320 Stadium Street. Cunningham, Kansas  67035
620-298-2659           © 2018

Periodicals Postage Paid at Cunningham, Kansas 67035
Postmaster: Send address changes to

The Cunningham Courier  
320 Stadium Street, Cunningham, KS  67035 

Published Weekly
Roberta L. Kobbe

Editor & Publisher

Subscription Rates:    $45.00 per year in Kansas  
  $50.00 per year out of state

 320 Stadium Street, Cunningham, Kansas 67035. 
E-Mail:   couriernews@yahoo.com

Dear Readers,
It’s been muggy out.  

And it’s been hot.  But our 
highs are mild compared 
to the sweltering records 
reported across the coun-
try.  So I’ve been telling 
our cats to stop lolling 
atop the air-conditioning 
vents all day and get out-
side. I decided I’d set a 
good example for them 
this morning by going out 
for a stroll, in large part 
because the Flint Hills 

were domed by a puffy 
cloud tailgate tent. Hence 
there was no threat of the 
sun’s glare.I paused at 
the end of our driveway 
and leaned on my walk-
ing stick.  The cause of 
my unease eluded me. I 
was not sweaty nor was 
I overheated though I 
expected to be both be-
fore I returned home. A 
little humidity always 
reminds me of being at 
the beach.  It wasn’t quite 
like swimming but my 
trek thus far had felt like 
I was sloshing around in 
a big bathtub, breathing 
warm water.  If not quite 
refreshing, my activity 
was more fun than dis-
tressing.  Not a vehicle 

was in sight.  Nor could 
I spot a single errant crit-
ter.  Purple and crimson 
Ironweed blooms tow-
ered above the emerald 
grasses while tiny yellow 
and white five starred 
blossoms polka-dotted 
borders on both sides of 
the road.  All appeared 
right in this beautiful 
world.

Yet I could not shake 
the notion something I 
was offkey.  So I closed 
my eyes, held my breath 
and tried to listen hard.  
But I heard nothing.  No 
scritchyscratch rustling 
leaves or grass. No birds.  
No bees.  Not a single 
flapping insect wing.  

“That’s what is unnat-

ural,” I thought. “There’s 
NO SOUNDS.”

It was so quiet that 
when I exhaled, the 
W H O O S H I N G  a i r 
sounded as loud as an 
ocean wave.  As I fully 
comprehended how silly-
goosed my alarm had 
been, I began giggling 
and before I knew it, I 
was head-thrown back, 
full body laughing at 
myself.  When my mirth 
subsided, the uncommon 
stillness remained.   And 
for the next 45 minutes 
the silence was so loud 
that it drowned out the 
crunchacrunch, thwack, 
crunchacrunch of my 
sneakers and wood on 
gravel.  

Because we live in 
such deafening times 
I doubt that those who 
claim to live “a quiet life” 
do.  Even if one manages 
to avoid the chatter of 
other humans, our de-
vices and appliances talk 
aplenty.  They chime, 
beep and blare.  They 
whir, whistle and hum.   
Even Nature’s most dis-
creet sounds, while often 
an awe-inspiring, sooth-
ing reprieve from those 
that are man-made, can 
fill the ears.  And these 
are just examples of our 
unavoidable background 
noises.  

Scientists claim we 
can’t hear silence—on 
those rare occasions we 

encounter the complete 
absence of sound we just 
imagine we can.  Not only 
do I believe I HEARD 
nothing, I also think hear-
ing silence allows me 
now to hear more…

For example, at this 
moment I can hear my 
cats sleeping.  I do not 
have look for them.  
Those selfish little fur-
balls are where they have 
been all day, sprawled 
across the air-condition-
ing vents. 

         Until next week—
keep your eyes on the 
stars and your back to 
the wind.

Tallgrass and 
Tumbleweeds
by Gaille Pike

Dodging 
Increasing 

Crime Rates
People are getting so 

used to increasing crime 
rates in cities across 
America, an etiquette 
is evolving between 
some muggers and their 

victims.
I learned about this 

while I walked with my 
friend and his wife from 
a Washington D.C. pub 
to their home six blocks 
from the Hill.

“ W h e n  y o u  g e t 
mugged, there are certain 
rules you must follow,” 
said my friend’s wife, 
walking at a fast gait.

“ W H E N  I  g e t 
mugged?” I said, trying 
to keep up with her.

“She’s right,” chimed 
in my friend. “Muggers 
are often polite when you 
follow their instructions, 

but they get surly when 
you are rude.”

“How can you be rude 
to a mugger?”

“Ignoring the mugger 
is considered rude,” said 
my friend. “This will give 
him license to strike you 
with a blunt object.”

“Huh?” I said.
“Making eye contact 

is also rude,” said my 
friend’s wife. “During the 
mugging transaction, it is 
only appropriate to look 
at the mugger’s feet.”

“I  guess  running 
would be out of the ques-
tion?” I said.

“Running is very bad,” 
said my friend. “This 
might affect the mugger’s 
esteem, which is already 
suffering because he’s 
probably out of work. 
This gives him little re-
course but to chase you 
down and club you with 
a blunt object.”

“OK,” I said. “Then 
tell me exactly what I 

should do when we get 
mugged.”

“You should always 
make an offering of some 
kind,” said my friend’s 
wife. “The mugger must 
walk away with some-
thing of perceived value.”

“Like  jewel ry  or 
a watch?” I said. My 
friends laughed.

“You don’t wear jew-
elry or a watch in this 
city!” said my friend’s 
wife. “No, you give up 
your wallet.”

“But I need my wal-
let,” I said. “It con-
tains my license, cred-
it cards and other vital 
information.”

“You don’t hand over 
your REAL wallet,” said 
my friend, looking at his 
wife like I was an idiot. 
“You give up a dummy 
wallet. You carry your 
real wallet in your sock.”

“What if the mug-
ger asks to look in your 
sock?” I said.

“Muggers never do 
that,” said my friend’s 
wife. “They are very busy 
here. They’re eager to 
complete their transac-
tion, so they can move on 
to their next mugging.”

“Can’t you carry mace 
or a gun?” I said.

“Concea led  guns 
aren’t legal here,” said 
my friend, laughing. 
“And if a mugger catch-
es you reaching for the 
mace, that gives him li-
cense to —”

“Strike me with a 
blunt object,” I said.

“Precisely,” said my 
friend.

“Can’t you call for a 
policeman?”

“Ha!” said my friend’s 
wife. “The police here are 
more afraid of the crimi-
nals than we are! All we 
know is that robbery has 
gone up 49% the past 
year!”

“Our neighborhood 
crime reports confirm it,” 

said my friend. “People 
get mugged right in front 
of our house pretty much 
on a daily basis!”

As we approached 
their house, my friend’s 
wife sprinted to the door. 
While she unlocked it, my 
friend scanned the bushes 
looking for suspicious 
movement. We rushed 
inside and slammed the 
door shut.

“We made it!” said my 
friend’s wife.

“That was a close 
one!” said my friend.

“You two sure know 
how to prevent getting 
mugged in this city,” I 
said. “How long have you 
lived here now?”

“We moved in last 
Friday,” said my friend.

Copyright 2023 Tom 
Purcell, distributed exclu-
sively by Cagle Cartoons 
newspaper syndicate.

A column
by 
Tom 

Purcell

Folks, I’m not even 
sure where to begin my 
meanderings this week…

But let’s start with 
Marilyn Mavity who 
passed away Sunday 
morning. What a good 
soul she was! I can re-
member my first ‘en-
counter’ with Marilyn. 
She came to our second- 
grade classroom. Our 
teacher, Mrs. DeWeese, 
explained that the lady 
visiting was her daughter 
who was also a teach-
er. I’m assuming it was 
Marilyn. I don’t know if 

her sisters were teachers, 
if they were, it could have 
been one of them. But I 
can see still this person 
in my mind, and she sure 
looked like Marilyn. 

When I interviewed 
for the library job at 
Kingman back in late 
February 2005, I came 
to Cunningham to see 
my folks. Somewhere I 
bumped into Marilyn, 
and she insisted that I 
visit Mrs. DeWeese, who, 
at the time, was a resi-
dent of Hilltop Manor. I, 
indeed, did go visit my 
second-grade teacher. 
She was sitting in her 
room there at Hilltop, at 
a desk, working on her 
checkbook. We had a 
most delightful visit. She 
passed away just a few 
weeks later. I have told 
Marilyn many times that 
I was glad she made me 
go for that visit. 

Then, when I bought 
this newspaper, Marilyn 

was my business land-
lady. I spent many hours 
across the street from my 
little newspaper office 
visiting with her. She al-
ways had time for people. 
Always. She had many 
memories and stories to 
tell and I learned a great 
deal about this town and 
the people who lived here 
and her family, as well. 

Our community is 
going to miss the kind 
and generous, giving 
soul who was Marilyn 
DeWeese FitzSimmons 
Mavity. 

**
And this afternoon, 

my mom called to tell me 
another important person 
in our community passed 
away. Mary Oller was a 
character and involved 
in absolutely everything. 
I can remember meeting 
Mary as a kindergartener 
as her daughter, Melva, 
was in class with me. I 
remember her bringing 

birthday treats to school 
on Melva’s birthdays. I 
can remember her help-
ing with our Girl Scout 
Troop. I remember vis-
iting her beauty shop 
with Melva. I remember 
much about Mary in my 
childhood.

When I moved back 
here to live in 2005, 
Mary got me involved 
in the Pratt Community 
Concerts. She truly loved 
music. Those concerts 
have been and still are a 
joy to attend.  Mary be-
longed to everything and 
loved to go everywhere. 
I don’t think there were 
many clubs and school 
events that didn’t include 
Mary. She was a goer and 
doer. Bless her heart. She 
will be missed. 

**
My lazy cats  are 

snoozing in their various 
favorite spaces. Lucky 
Day on the scanner, Peter 
on the table by the desk. 

Skippy Jones, veteran 
kitty extraordinaire, is ac-
tually outside. I have no 
idea where the others are. 

Some of my cats spend 
an inordinate amount of 
time outside in the heat. 
They go outside in the 
morning and come in 
for a bite every now and 
again, but then want right 
back out. Of course, all 
this lolling about in the 
heat makes them shed 
their fur even more. My 
house is a cat hair mess. 

Now, Annoying Ned, 
bless him, does NOT 
want to be outside in the 
heat. The only time he 
goes out is when his ca-
nine friend, Quin, goes 
out. And Ned runs out 
and waits on the porch 
until Quin is done, then 
he follows his favorite 
dog back inside. Two 
peas in a pod when it 
comes to the heat. 

** 
The masthead is for 

those of you who can’t 
get to town to see the 
progress on the new 
school buildings. It looks 
like it’s coming along. 
The cinderblock section 
is, of course, the new 
lobby of the gymnasium, 
and the building to the 
right will be the new 
classrooms. I’ll try and 
put a new photo of prog-
ress every month or so. 

** 
School is beginning 

in less than a month! 
Gracious! 

Always reading,
and currently reading,
“Feathered Bone” 
by Julie Cantrell, 
Roberta

 “The most important 
thing we learn at school 
is the fact that the most 
important things can't be 
learned at school.”

― Haruki Murakami, 
What I Talk About When I 
Talk About Running
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Community Bulletin Board

Tueday, August 8
6:00

Parents meeting for Fall 
sports participation

C u n n i n g h a m  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y 
M o n . ,  W e d . ,  F r i . 
2 : 0 0  -  6 : 0 0  p . m . 

T u e s . ,  T h u r s . ,  S a t . 
9 : 0 0  -  1 1 : 3 0  a . m .      

C l o s e d  f o r  H o l i d a y s
2 9 8 - 3 1 6 3 

Zenda 
Public Librar y

Monday
8:30 a.m.- 12:30 p.m.

Thursday:
4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Saturday:
8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

620-243-5791

K i n g m a n 
C a r n e g i e  L i b r a r y 

Mon. & Tues.  10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Wed. : 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Thurs. : 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Fri. : 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Sat. : 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

620-532-3061

P r a t t  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y 
Mon. - Thurs. 

10:00 - 7:00
Friday: 10:00 - 6:00

Saturday: 10:00 - 2:00
Closed on Sundays
(620) 672-3041

Libraries 

Kingman  H i s tor i c  Theat re
2 3 7  N .  M a i n  i n  K i n g m a n

 ( 6 2 0 )  5 3 2 - 1 2 5 3        
   h t t p : / / w w w . k i n g m a n t h e a t r e . o r g /

A l l  S e a t s  $ 6 . 0 0
( c a s h  o r  l o c a l  c h e c k  o n l y )

S h o w t i m e s :
F r i d a y  &  S a t u r d a y  a t  7 : 3 0

S u n d a y  a t  5 : 3 0 

Thank YOU for supporting YOUR 

Kingman Historic Theatre.

Monday, July 31
6:30 p.m.

City Council Meeting

B-29 Museum
is open on Sundays from 2:00 to 4:00 pm

Pratt Army Airfield – 82 Curran Road
Visit them on Facebook at www.prairie-

bombers.org for more information. If you would 
like to visit the museum at another time call 

672-8321,
 672-2444 or 620-797-2919 to 
schedule an appointment!

To reserve the 
Cunningham 

Community Center, 
 contact Tayler Strickland, 
 (620) 770-9516 or 620-298-2511

Friday, August 18
New Teacher In-Service

Monday August 21
Teacher Professional 

Day

Wednesday, 
August 23rd

First Day of School.

Thanks for 
recycling 

     The Courier on 
August 7th  

Recycle  -   Reduce  -   Reuse -   Repurpose

July 30 
Sound of 
Freedom
Rated: PG-13 

No Movie Friday 

and Saturday

Cozy's Pizza
115 N. Main

Cunningham, KS 67035
620-298-7000
Mon., Tues., 

& Thurs. - 11:00 to 8:00
Friday and Saturday - 11:00 to 9:00

Closed Wednesday and Sunday

Kingman  H i s tor i c  Theat re

K ingman  H i s tor i c  Theat re
Starting on Friday, June 30, 

2023 through August, 
The Kingman Historic Theatre is of-
fering BOGO FREE on ALL of our 

movie admission tickets. That's right, 
come to any movie and buy one ad-
mission ticket at $6.00 and get the 
second admission ticket free!!!!

Thank YOU for supporting YOUR 
Kingman Historic Theatre!

Wednesday, August 9
School enrollment

Monday, August 14 
first day of fall 
sports practice

***
7:00 p.m.

BOE 

July 27, 2023

Eddie 
Montgomery 

in Concert
$40.00 all seats 

www.outhousetickets.com 

Upcoming Auctions
Saturday, August 5th, 2023, 
Farm & Household Auction 

4654 SE Catalpa Rd. Sharon, KS – 

Monday, August 21st, 2023 - 605+/- 
Acres of Barber Co Hunting/Ranch 

Land Auction - 1:30PM at the Hamm 
Auction Center, Pratt KS or Online

For more information and a complete 
list of auctions, see our website at 

www.hammauction.com  
107 NE State Road 61,  Pratt, Kansas, 67124

620-672-6996

Fall Sports Parent Meetings--
August 8th

 The fall sport athlete/parent meetings are sched-
uled for Tuesday, August 8th in the Cunningham High 
School cafeteria.  The JH volleyball meeting begins at 
6:00pm, JH football at 6:20pm, JH & HS cross country 
at 6:40pm, HS volleyball at 7:00pm and HS football 
at 7:20pm.  All athletes and parents are encouraged 
to attend. Fall sport practices will begin on Monday, 
August 14, 2023.  Athletes must have their physicals 
completed by the beginning of practice. Call the high 
school office if you have any questions.

Social Security Supports Teachers 
Online

Well-informed instructors can have a powerful and 
positive influence on their students.  That’s why we 
created an Educator Toolkit.  It’s a shareable online 
resource for teachers to engage students and educate 
them on Social Security.  The toolkit includes:

• Lesson plans with objectives.
• Infographics and handouts for each lesson 

plan.
• Links to Social Security webpages.
• Talking points.
• Quiz questions and answers.
You can access the toolkit at www.ssa.gov/third-

party/educators.html.
We value and welcome the efforts all teachers make 

to educate America’s young people.  We want to help 
spark discussion with students about Social Security.  
Please share our toolkit with the educators in your 
communities today!

August 1st is NEXT week!!! 
I mentioned in the paper a week or so ago that 

I'd be running spotlight pages again this year. There 
seemed to be plenty of time. School just got out for 
the summer, right? 

Apparently it's longer ago than I realized, as enroll-
ment is only two weeks away. 

A few folks have called me about the spotlight page 
and cost. The cost is the same this year as last.  Family 
and individuals can pay $25.00 to have their name/s 
on the list of sponsors for our school events and teams 
and athletics and staff and whatever else in our school 
is important to this community. 

Let's set September first for a deadline, and I'll 
plan on running the first spotlight page in September.  
Just think...next week we'll be saying "Next month is 
September already!" 
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- WANTED - 
Old Photos for Old Photos for Our Community Our Community 

Album  Album  
Call  (620) 298-2659 or email Call  (620) 298-2659 or email 

cunninghamcourier@embarqmail.cunninghamcourier@embarqmail.
com com or send to 320 North Stadium or send to 320 North Stadium 

Street, Cunningham, KS 67035Street, Cunningham, KS 67035

(620) 298-5291 or (800) 536-5291
www.fitzsimmonsins.com

leann@fitzins.kscoxmail.com
FitzSimmons Insurance Agency, Inc. is an independent insurance agency 

and an equal opportunity provider

1928
July 27 – One of the big features of the Cattlemen’s 

Picnic at Kingman, August 1, 2, 3, this year will be the 
troop of U. S. Calvary – Co. A. of the 9th Batallion of 
Mounted Engineers – from Fort Riley.  The cavalry 
outfit will make a six day march from Ft. Riley to 
Kingman, starting the week before the Cattlemen’s 
Picnic.  They will encamp at six different Kansas 
towns along the way – and will spend the entire week 
in camp at Kingman.  They will participate in all pro-
grams of the picnic. 

The Cattlemen’s Picnic at Kingman, established 
in the nineties, and known as the “Daddy of All the 
Rodeos” promises to be even better this year than last.  
More than 30,000 people watched 150 of the world’s 
best cowboys and cowgirls perform in the Kingman 
arena last year. 

The Picnic is held night and day.  The arena is 
lighted every night with scores of flood lights and 
hundreds of drop lights.  The admission is 75c and 
bleacher seats under canvas are 35c more. 

1933
July 21 – Congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. Aaron 

Ball, who announce the birth of a son at their home 
Thursday morning at five-thirty o’clock. 

The girls of Cunningham have organized a Girl 
Scout Troupe and are certainly having fun and plenty 
of it.  They have given themselves the name “Crescent 
Moon.”

1938
July 22– The Pratt chapter of the National 

Aeronautical Association will sponsor an Air Show 
at the Pratt Municipal Airport, Sunday, July 24, start-
ing at 1 p.m.

Among the features will be air races, spot land-
ings, serpentine-cutting, bomb dropping, speed dem-
onstrations, formation flying, demonstrations of new 
airplanes.  One of the best aviators in the state will 
make a parachute jump.  An added attraction will be the 
finish at 12 noon of an air race from Wichita to Pratt. 

Lunch and cold drinks will be served on the 
grounds.  Gate admission is 25c with children under 
12 admitted free.  There is plenty of free parking space.  

Should the weather be unsuitable the meet will be 
held July 31. 

Interest in the possible construction of Lake 
Ninnescah was revived two weeks ago when it became 
known that it was being considered as a CCC project.  
The county commissioners, the chamber of commerce, 
and the city officials of Kingman have requested that 
two proposed CCC camps be established at the lake 
site, with the understanding that the men would be 
used in the construction of the lake. 

John Baber arrived home Tuesday morning from 
Lakin, where he had been assisting his brother, Everitt 
Baber, in harvest. 

Lightning struck the L. A. Ratlief home southwest 
of Cunningham Wednesday afternoon of last week.  
The radio aerial was burned and some of the weather-
boarding was knocked off the north side of the house, 
but the house did not catch fire. 

1943
July 23 – The Bureau of Mines began the operation 

last week of a 75-passenger bus between Kingman 
and the Helium plant here, replacing a smaller bus 
that has been in use since the plant was started. The 
bus will take care of the greater number of men now 
employed at the plant.  Several Kingman men and a 
large number of officials and workmen have found 
homes in Kingman during the construction of the plant. 

The community was shocked Wednesday evening 
by the news of the sudden death of Frank Zrubek, 73, 
substantial farmer of this community, who passed 
away at seven o’clock  that evening at his home south-
west of town, following a heart attack.  He had been a 
resident of this community for 38 years. 

Neva Joyce and Norma Jean Rose are visiting a 
few days with their grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. Ollie 
Yarberry. 

Bob Crow, Jack Bradley, and Austin Luce went to 
Rago, Thursday afternoon, to be overnight guests of 
Bob’s sister, Mrs. Eula Witt and Mr. Witt.  They went 

on to Wichita Friday to take in the semi-pro baseball 
games at Lawrence stadium.  The three boys leave 
Sunday night for Fort Leavenworth for induction into 
military service. 

1948
July 23 – Miss Sophie Grier will present her pupils 

in a piano recital Thursday evening, July 29, at 8:30 
p.m. in the Cairo Methodist church.  The public is 
cordially invited. 

Students performing: Romona Zrubek, Donald 
Dietz, Beverly Wells, Bonnie Jean Hazlett, Stephen 
Foncannon, Trevlyn Shumway, Norma Jean Rose, 
Carolyn Ball, Jerry Schafer, Sonia Foncannon, 
Lawrence Ball, Shirley Lou Shafer, Eva Murillo, Mary 
Frances Leiter, Jimmie Wells, Jane Gimble, Virginia 
Murillo, and Ronald Ball. 

Cunningham defeated Kingman 8 to 0 in a league 
game played there last Sunday afternoon.  It was the 
locals seventh straight league victory.  Don Schnittker, 
on the mound for Cunningham, gave up just one 
hit, walked three and struck out four.  Cunningham 
combed H. Graves and McCutchen, Kingman hurlers, 
for nine hits including doubles by Theis, Huhman, 
Baker, Don Schnittker, and Raymond Zrubek. 

1953
July 24– Although the wheat harvest has been over 

for a month, you couldn’t tell it a week ago Wednesday 
in Penalosa.  Mr. Milton Johnson, manager of the 
Penalosa Elevator, announced that he had storage 
space for twelve thousand bushels of wheat.  Before 
he could get the words out of his mouth, Mr. Johnson 
had twelve thousand eight hundred bushels in front of 
the elevator.  Some of the farmers parked their trucks 
in line the night before. 

The Notty Pine Motel, owned by Mr. and Mrs. Al 
McClarnon of Cunningham opened for business this 
week.  Mr. Steve England also opened his Ox Bow 
Motel in Cairo this week. 

Unless conditions change in the next five months, 
Kingman County threatens to experience the driest 
year in its history. 

According to the records, the year of 1932 was 
the driest year in the county’s history.  That year the 
official rainfall was seventeen inches.  This year to 
date, the total rainfall is just under seven and one-
half inches.  Normal rainfall in the county is about 
twenty-five inches.

1958
July 24 – The Cunningham Churchmen were elimi-

nated from the Kansas State Semi-Pro Tournament at 
Wichita, Tuesday evening, following a 9 to 0 loss to 
the Garden Plains Indians. 

This loss, coupled with a 12 to 0 defeat at the hands 
of the Great Bend Braves the previous evening, elimi-
nated the local team under the double-elimination rule 
of the tournament. 

The 24th annual St. Leo Picnic and Dance will be 
held in St. Leo Tuesday evening, July 29. 

J. G. Gibbens was honored on his 89th birthday 
with a party at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Patton 
and Gene, Sunday afternoon. 

1963
July 25 – Sydney Boyd, Shirley Park, Ronald 

Murphey, Don Hellar, and Bob Witt attended the State 
4-H Encampment at Rock Springs near Junction City 
July 14 to 17.  Mrs. Bill Boyd and Mrs. Lloyd Murphey 
accompanied the group to the camp, Sunday. 

Mr. and Mrs. Albert McGovney announce the birth 
of a son, Wednesday, July 24, at the Pratt County 
Hospital.  

He weighed six pounds, nine ounces, and has not 
be named as yet. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Oswalt of Penalosa, are the ma-
ternal grandparents, and Mr. and Mrs. John McGovney 
of Cunningham, the paternal grandparents. 

1968
July 25 – A shock to the entire community was the 

death of Everett C. “Dutch” Hauser, 68, a resident of 
Cunningham since early childhood, and a grocery store 
owner here for over 43 years.

Born in Harrison County, Mo., June 17, 1900, he 
was orphaned when only an infant.  He was brought 
to this community and was placed in the home of Mr. 
and Mrs. George Simonson, who became his foster 
parents, and in whose home he grew to manhood, 
graduating from the Cunningham schools. 

He was married to Bess Shafer, February 15, 1923, 
in Kingman. 

“Dutch” began work in a grocery store at an early 
age as an ice boy, and continued working his way up 
until he started his own store in 1925, beginning on a 
small scale but expanding more and more through the 
years until his recently completed new store would to 
credit to a large city. 

The Cunningham 4-H Club members are getting 
ready for the Kingman County Fair to be held in 
Kingman next month.  

The club has a membership of 35, with Mr. and 
Mrs. Joe Pelzl as the community leaders.  It offers 
many opportunities to the youth of the community, 
one of which is the 4-H Band.  The band is under 
the direction of Mr. Charles Yingling, and they have 
taken part in several activities during the past year, 
including Christmas programs, the Lions Club ath-
letic banquet, and the Bedford Taylor farewell dinner.  
They received a Kingman County 4-H Day top rating 
which entitled them to attend the Regional 4-H Day 
at Pratt this spring. 

Members of the band are Monte Rose, David 
Steffen, Wesley Woodson, Tom Woodson, Bob 
McGovney, Bill McGovney, Kris Sheldon, and Marvin 
Oller.

1978
July 27 – Mr. and Mrs. Jack Meyers and fam-

ily spent from Thursday until Saturday afternoon in 
Kansas City attending the Royals baseball games. 

Several friends helped Mary McClellan celebrate 
her birthday last week. Audrey Cain brought two cakes 
and some friends present were Lola Swanders, Mary 
Oller, Marie Hellar, Rachel Doherty, Amy McClellan, 
Frank and Audrey Cain, Finley and Mary McClellan 
and Florine Kampling.

Mr. and Mrs. Bill Wagner and family of Indianapolis, 
Ind,; Gina Morris of Tulsa, Okla.; and Mrs. Pauline 
Morris were Saturday supper guests of Harold Swingle 
at F & D Café in Spivey. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ed Lee Alden and Floyd Holcomb of 
Hutchinson were Saturday overnight guests of Mrs. 
Mildred Ford. 

Hilltop Happenings:  Harold Jones, Bill Neal, 
Frutoso Garcia and Bob Woodworth enjoyed playing 
dominoes almost every day. 

Some of enjoyed kol robi from the garden Friday. 
Joe Trimm grew it, and it tastes a lot like turnips.  
Richard Pratt’s mom and dad, Mr. and Mrs. Lester Pratt 
of Hutchinson spent Thursday with Richard. 

Roger Theis, son of Paul and Geneva Theis of 
Cunningham, has been accepted in to the School of 
Language and Linguistics at Georgetown University 
in Washington, D.C. Roger, a 1978 graduate of 
Cunningham High School, intends to study and major 
in Spanish, a language he studied for all four years at 
Cunningham. 

Roger considers it a great honor to be accepted 
into Georgetown, or in 1977, nearly 7000 candidates 
competed for only 1240 places in the Freshman class. 

Negotiations, which were conducted by the Board 
of Education of U.S.D. No. 332 and the West Kingman 
County Teachers Association, from January 1978 to 
July 1978, have been concluded after many meetings, 
a declaration of impasse by the teachers’ association, 
a district court hearing, and the assistance of a federal 
mediator in the month of June to try and reach agree-
ment. An agreement has been reached. The board 
ratified the agreement on July 3 and the W.K.C.T.A. 
ratified the agreement on July 12. 

The base salary will be $9,400, a raise of $600, plus 
the creation of a sick leave bank. Contracts are being 
prepared and sent to all certified personnel. 

1983
July 28 -Debra Hook of Turon and her puppet 

friend entertained children of the community at Bible 
School Extension Program on Friday morning. About 
40 children attended the two-hour program of music, 
games, Bible information, contests, and refreshment. 
Music was led by Rogene Jarmer, accompanied by 
Ruby Cusenbary. Anna Dafforn conducted the inspi-
rational period. 

A large crowd enjoyed the St. Leo Celebration 
which was held to help raise money for the St. Leo 
school. Many activities and games were held during 
the day. A popular attraction was the bucking bull 
machine where both cowboys and non-cowboys tried 
their hand at staying on the bucking machine. 

Kindergarten supply list: 1 box 16 crayons, 4 pen-
cils – regular size, 1 Big Chief or Son of Big Chief 
Tablet, 1 Elmers School Glue -4 oz., q box Facial 
Tissue (200 count) Large Towel for resting. Baby pic-
ture (This will be returned) Cigar Box or Pencil Box, 
School bag for daily use (ESSENTIAL) 

YEARS AGO IN 

The Cunningham Clipper
W. A. Bradley / William Bradley 

YEARS AGO IN 

The Cunningham Clipper
Publisher: Charles G. Barnes
Editor: Kathleen Pakkebier
Reporter: Florine Kampling

Museum Hours
Tuesdays, Thursdays, 

and Saturdays
9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

or contact 
Angie Mertens at 620-532-4354 or 

Alan Albers at 620-298-2725 or 
Mike McGovney at 620-770-9503

(Volunteers Needed 
at the museum)
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Catholic Churches
Sacred Heart, Cunningham   St. John, Zenda
Sundays 10:00 a.m.                  Saturdays 5:30 p.m. 

St. Leo     St. Peter Willowdale
Saturdays 4:00 p.m.    Sundays 8:30 a.m.   

Father Roger Lumbre
620-243-5451
620-246-5370

Church of Christ
Penalosa
Sunday  11:00 a.m. 

First Christian Church  
Cunningham
Sunday School 9:30 am 
Morning Worship 10:45     
Sunday Evening Worship  6:00
Jr High Youth Group 4:00 pm Sunday
Sr High Youth Group 7:30 pm Sunday
Wednesday Prayer Service 7:00

Pastor Mike McGovney  620-298-3201

Lutheran Churches   
St. John, Nashville   Trinity, Medicine Lodge
620-246-5220   620- 886-3397 
Sunday School & Bible Class Sunday School & Bible Class
9:45 a.m.    9:15 a.m. 
Worship Service   Worship Service
8:30 a.m.    10:30 a.m. 

Our worship service is found on the YouTube channel at: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCrenCH12I9nmpcojCFyYLA

Pastor Dennis Fangmeyer
Cell: 620-886-0911

 United Methodist Church
Penalosa     Cunningham
Worship 9:15 a.m.    Worship 10:45 a.m.

Pastor Mathew Ndambuki Musyoki
620-298-2090

Zenda
Worship 9:00 a.m.  
Sunday School: Children 8:30 a.m.  Adults 10:00 a.m.

Pastor J L Nichols 
620-491-0680

Cunningham Hands of Hope, 
Inc.

Who:  A Not-for-Profit (501c3) organization providing 
assistance through donations and volunteers. 

Who we serve: Residents within the USD #332 school dis-
trict

What: Food 

When: First and Third Tuesday 2:00-5:00 p.m.
Where: 117 N Main (Old School Board Office)

Why: To provide food assistance to those in need.

How: Attend weekly distribution.  Adult of household must be 
present.

Do you need assistance outside distribution hours?
Please call 620-491-0292 and leave a message. Your call will be returned as 

soon as possible.This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

You Can't Take 
It With You

The call from the east 
coast arrived at 6 a.m.

An old boss of mine 
had passed away due 
to an aneurysm. Oddly, 
just three minutes be-
fore his passing, his wife 
was pronounced dead 
from a heart attack at his 
bedside.

I met Stan (not his 
real name) in 1981 when 
I was hired by a con-
venience store chain to 
oversee a group of six 
stores. Just 24, I may 
have been the youngest 
person to ever hold that 
position under Stan’s re-
gime. A twenty year vet-
eran close to retirement, 
Stan distrusted young 
supervisors. Since I was 
hired by someone else 
and then transferred into 
Stan’s area, I arrived with 
two strikes against me.

The convenience store 
industry is a funny busi-
ness. You have to offer 

3,000 items from every 
possible product category 
to attract customer traf-
fic, yet more than half 
of what you sell consists 
of low-profit beer, soda 
and cigarette categories. 
Hence, each store barely 
makes money and there 
isn’t enough income to 
have management super-
vision on all shifts.

Left unwatched, in 
those years before secu-
rity cameras, many em-
ployees made the choice 
to steal by not ringing 
sales and then pocket-
ing the customers’ pay-
ments. Each month, each 
store would be audited 
and it wasn’t unusual 
for shortages to average 
a thousand dollars or 
more per store. Sadly, 
employee theft was the 
largest problem.

Naïve to this weak-
ness of human nature, 
I almost quit a hundred 
times after polygraph 
examinations identified 
one key employee after 
another as a thief. How 
do you build a cohesive 
team when each month 

you have to strap your 
employees to a lie-de-
tector to question their 
honesty?

As luck would have 
it, Stan was the best in 
the business at “shortage 
control.” He had a no-
nonsense reputation of 
quickly firing anyone he 
suspected of dishonesty 
- and those suspicions 
often included the store 
managers who operated 
each store. Replacing an 
employee was difficult 
enough, replacing a store 
manager was a major cri-
sis. Wherever Stan went, 
fear followed.

So why did employees 
stay there? The company 
paid well, the bonus op-
portunities were lucrative 
and the company offered 
a tremendous profit shar-
ing program. Each year, 
the company doubled or 
tripled employees’ pay-
roll contributions to the 
plan and paid an average 
interest of 14 percent on 
the entire fund. When the 
results were announced 
each year, Stan’s huge 
profit sharing statement 

was always used as ex-
ample of what others 
could earn if they hung 
in there.

But Stan had a soft 
side too. Each month 
he’d ride stores with us 
supervisors to perform 
written inspections. One 
day, after yet another 
store manager let me 
down with a bad score, 
Stan walked over, put his 
arm around my shoul-
ders, grinned and said, 
“Boss, wouldn’t it be nice 
to have a job that paid 
50 grand a year and was 
based entirely on your 
own efforts?” The old 
man DID have a heart.

Other times, while we 
made the 90 mile trip to 
our farthest store, Stan 
would muse about retire-
ment and spending that 
profit sharing money. 
His hobby was buying 
used Cadillacs, restoring 
them and then reselling 
them for a profit. Come 
retirement, he might use 
that nest egg he’d been 
building for 25 years to 
do that full time.

Five years later, Stan 

had a heart attack and 
had to take permanent 
retirement disability. I 
was given his job. Now 
I REALLY understood 
why Stan had been Stan.

Stan lived near one of 
our stores and we’d oc-
casionally run into him 
there and teasingly ask 
if he’d tapped into that 
profit sharing account 
yet. He’d just chuck-
le, shake his head and 
change the subject.

I left the company in 
1991 to follow a writing 
career but kept up with 
Stan through a close mu-
tual friend. She was the 
one who called at 6 a.m. 
to report the news of his 
passing.

A day later she called 

again to report the funeral 
plans - and a conversa-
tion she’d had with Stan’s 
daughter. The daughter 
had come across Stan’s 
profit sharing statement. 
The daughter asked my 
friend a haunting ques-
tion. “He worked for 25 
years to accumulate all 
this money. He’s been 
retired for 12 years. Why 
didn’t he and mom do all 
those things they were 
always talking about 
doing someday? They 
could have done any-
thing. There is $750,000 
in that account.”

My friend had no 
answer.

Consider this...
by Mike Johnson Cheney Lake 

Worship Service 
Every Sunday at 9 a.m. 

starting Sunday May 28th 
through Labor Day Weekend 

Church Pavilion, West Shore Area 
No park fee required.

 Always start off your day with God!

The Garish 
Orange Frame 
by Debbie Roome
It was suitable pun-

ishment I suppose. Fifty 
hours of community ser-
vice in payment for one 
act of vandalism. I’d 
thought it funny at the 
time – letting the air out 
of the wheelchair’s tyres 
- but looking back, it was 
pretty dumb.

My heart plummet-
ed when I heard where 
my sentence was to be 
served. The Haven. A 

home for those with 
physical and intellec-
tual disabilities. Around 
town, it was commonly 
called the ‘funny farm’. It 
was the last place a cool 
teenager wanted to be. 
My friends cackled like 
a bunch of hyenas when 
they found out.

I noticed the pic-
ture frame the very first 
day the social worker 
marched me through the 
doors. It was hard to miss 
as it was almost as tall as 
I and so bright. The gar-
ish, orange plaster had to 

be four inches wide and 
was pocked with bits of 
broken mirror and lime 
green beads. Some clown 
had daubed purple paint 
here and there and the 
whole effect was seri-
ously ugly. It dominated 
a whole wall in the recep-
tion area.

I initially worked 
at the home for three 
hours each weekend and 
the frame was the first 
thing I saw each time I 
dragged my self through 
the doors. Ugly I thought. 
Ugly like the judge who 

had sent me here. I wasn’t 
a willing worker but the 
staff were glad of my as-
sistance anyway and soon 
trained me in the basics 
of care-giving. It was 
an uncomfortable pro-
cess; learning to change 
nappies on a teenager, 
spoon-feeding those who 
had limited movement. 
Wiping drool from a ten 
year old chin and read-
ing Chicken Little to an 
eighteen year old.

My social life suffered 
and soon I was alone on 
the weekends. “Funny 
farmer.” My friends 
would chant. “Shelley 
belongs on the funny 
farm.” One day I realised 
they weren’t the type 
of friends I wanted and 
turned my attention to 
completing my commu-
nity service so I could 
move on with life.

I doubled my hours at 
The Haven and before I 
knew it, the kids started to 
worm their way into my 
heart. Henry was a giant 
eight year old with bug 
eyes and a terrible stutter. 
He spent his days crawl-
ing around the playroom 
and whenever he saw me 
arrive he would shout 
“Mmme first. Mmme 

first. Shelly hhhelp me 
fffirst.” Then there was 
Martin. He would face 
the corner and rock on 
his knees, murmuring to 
himself. One day I went 
and rocked with him and 
later he calmly allowed 
me to feed him. Great 
progress according to the 
staff. My favorite, how-
ever, had to be Alyssa. 
She was sixteen and had 
been born with no legs, 
stumps for arms and was 
severely mentally im-
paired. Nevertheless, her 
eyes shone when she saw 
me and I would sit with 
her, rubbing cream into 
her withered stumps and 
singing softly so only she 
could hear. She reminded 
me of an angel with her 
short blonde curls and 
clear, babyish skin.

It was at the start of 
my ninth shift that I fi-
nally noticed the painting 
inside the garish orange 
frame. Of course, it had 
always been there but the 
frame had been my focal 
point, drawing my atten-
tion away from the true 
artwork. The delicate wa-
ter-colour depicted a tod-
dler in a wheelchair, sit-
ting in a garden of beau-
tiful roses and fountains. 

She was golden haired 
and a soft pink blanket 
was wrapped around her 
torso. Where her hands 
should have been were 
shrunken stumps. A small 
sign rested on her lap and 
I moved closer to read the 
neat, fluid script.

At last you’ve noticed 
me, seen past the frame 
that holds me in…

Don’t be put off by my 
body, my exterior

Look past that and see 
the real me

I feel pain as you do
I feel rejection as you 

do
I rejoice at the wind in 

my hair and love a beauti-
ful garden as you do

Will you look past the 
frame and see who I re-
ally am?

I stood there for at 
least ten minutes, tears 
running down my cheeks. 
Eventually the reception-
ist came and pressed a 
tissue into my hand.

I nodded to the child. 
“Alyssa?” I questioned.

She nodded. “Her 
father painted that and 
presented it to the home 
when she moved in.” She 
smiled gently. “It always 
has an impact when peo-
ple truly see it.”
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 Statepoint Crossword 
Theme: Finish the Lyrics

ACROSS
1. *”Back in ____ I hit the sack”
6. Lavatory, abbr.
9. Arctic floater
13. Revered Hindu
14. Three, to Caesar
15. Poison ampules, e.g.
16. Neckwear option
17. *”Sometimes it’s hard to be a 
woman, giving ____ your love to 
just one man”
18. Most populous country
19. *”It’s going down, I’m yell-
ing ____”
21. *”Sugarpie honeybunch, you 
know that I ____ ____”
23. Act on IOU
24. Spanish sparkling wine
25. Mel ____, Giant Hall-of-Famer
28. Garbage in, garbage out, acr.
30. *”If everybody had an ocean 
____ the U.S.A., then everybody’d 
be surfing”
35. Less than average tide
37. All’s opposite
39. ____, Wind & Fire
40. Gas station brand
41. Bottom-ranking employee
43. *”The future’s not ours to see, 
que ____”
44. ____ Coffee, whisky drink
46. African river
47. Part of a sweatshirt, sometimes
48. ____-____-tat, drum roll 
sound
50. Please get back to me, acr.
52. 007, for one
53. Impulse
55. Consume food
57. *”I’m going to ____, I’m 
gonna mess around”

61. *”And I will ____ love you”
64. Do penance
65. Melvin Purvis’ org.
67. High school balls
69. Goes with shaker
70. Cardinal, color
71. Lock horns
72. Eurasian duck
73. Pop-ups, e.g.
74. Earp of the Wild West

DOWN
1. Undergarment
2. Catalog
3. Fungal spore sacs
4. “____ at the bit”
5. Soldier’s knapsack
6. Pinocchio, e.g.
7. Be unwell
8. Pancho’s last name
9. Like certain print
10. *”Here’s a story of a lovely 
____”
11. Assortment
12. Genesis twin
15. Fast and lively, in music
20. Giving a once-over
22. Spermatozoa counterparts
24. Reassert
25. *”Believe it or not, I’m walk-
ing ____ ____”
26. Sailor’s cry: “____ firma!”
27. Like an implied agreement
29. *”You’re here, there’s nothing 
I fear, and I know that my heart 
will ____ ____”
31. Possible allergy symptom
32. Black and white treats
33. Leather razor sharpener
34. *”Will the real Slim ____ 
please stand up”

36. Well-mannered Emily
38. Adult elvers
42. Live it up
45. Mooring rope
49. Though, shortened
51. Another name for papaw
54. Below, prefix
56. Be a slowpoke
57. Jellies’ seeded cousins
58. A-bomb particle
59. Sheltered nook
60. Was aware of
61. Gives a hand
62. Lotus position discipline
63. Censor’s target
66. *”I’m friends with the mon-
ster that’s under my ____”
68. Salon offering

Tiny Tots Daycare went to visit Maria at the post 
office.  Thank you for showing us what you do. 

Post Office Welcomes MORE Young People 

Governor 
Announces 

Nearly $5M to 
Support Kansans 

with Diabetes
TOPEKA – Governor 

Laura Kelly today an-
nounced that the Kansas 
Department of Health and 
Environment (KDHE) 
will receive nearly $5 

million from the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention to better iden-
tify and support individu-
als with the greatest risk 
of diabetes and to reduce 
the overall burden. 

“My administration 
continues to be laser-
focused on providing 
resources that are funda-
mental to the health of all 
Kansans, including those 
with diabetes,” Governor 

Kelly said. “This fund-
ing is a step in the right 
direction as we work to 
expand quality, afford-
able health coverage to 
more Kansas families.” 

These efforts are all 
part of KDHE’s com-
munity-clinical linkages 
project. The project will 
work with Kansans who 
are disproportionately 
impacted by diabetes.  

“It is critical that we 
make resources and help 
available to stop the 
impacts of diabetes in 
our state,” Joan Duwve, 
MD, MPH, KDHE State 
Health Officer said. “This 

funding will be instru-
mental in allowing us to 
work with our partners to 
improve access to qual-
ity care and resources 
Kansans need to live 
longer, healthier lives.” 

In Kansas, an esti-
mated 1 in 10 (11.1%) 
adults have been diag-
nosed with diabetes, and 
an estimated $2.4 bil-
lion in direct medical ex-
penses and indirect costs 
(loss of productivity due 
to diabetes) each year. 
People with diabetes are 
also more likely to have 
other chronic diseases 
like heart disease, kid-

ney disease and nerve 
damage. They are also 
more likely to experience 
social impacts of depres-
sion, mental illness, and 
increased financial bur-
den on health care cost.  

“This diabetes fund-
ing is an investment in 
Kansans and a lifeline for 
individuals with type 2 di-
abetes,” Lainey Faulkner, 
KDHE Communi ty-
Clinical Linkages, sec-
tion director, said. “The 
funds will provide sup-
port for diabetes man-
agement and will help 
to increase prevention 

and risk mitigation of 
vulnerable individuals in 
Kansas.” 

This project includes 
promoting and support-
ing health behaviors for 
people with diabetes and 
those at risk for type 2 
diabetes, partnering with 
communities to increase 
and sustain local diabetes 
prevention and diabetes 
management programs, 
and engaging employers 
and insurers to improve 
coverage for prevention 
and management classes. 

For more information, 
visit kdhe.ks.gov/855/. 
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Earn more with  exibility

PROSPER MONEY MARKET

$25,000 minimum to open

4.30%
APY*

Lock in your savings

14 MONTH SPECIAL CD

$1,000 minimum to open

5.25%
APY*

*Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective as of 7/7/23, check kanza.bank for the most up-to-date rate. Prosper Money Market is an interest-bearing account paid on tiered balances. Must have minimum of $25,000 to receive stated APY.
Balances below $25,000 earn a lesser APY. Must have a balance of $1,000 to earn interest. Fees may reduce earnings. Maintain an average daily balance of $2,500 to avoid $25 service charge. $3 charge for paper statements. We reserve the
right to limit Prosper Money Market to one per tax ID. All terms and conditions of the Account Agreement, Funds Availability, and Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) Disclosures apply.14 month special CD requires $1,000 minimum balance
to open and obtain the stated APY. Signiicant penalty assessed for early withdrawal. Fees may reduce earnings. Offer subject to change without notice and may be withdrawn at any time. Rate is subject or may change at any time.to open and obtain the stated APY. Signiicant penalty assessed for early withdrawal. Fees may reduce earnings. Offer subject to change without notice and may be withdrawn at any time. Rate is subject or may change at any time.

OPEN ONLINE TODAY AT KANZA.BANK!

Can You Believe It??? MORE Summer Fun at the Library!
We had such a great time with Janelle Belt last 

Thursday for our last STEM program of the summer. 
We made rockets out of empty, plastic bottles. Our 

rocket fuel was a mixture of vinegar and baking soda. 
Janelle showed us a simple trick to slow the chemical 

reaction, giving us time to move away before the 
bottle rockets launched. After each group had three 

successful launches, we went back inside to learn how 
to make the DASH Robots move, speak, and launch 

a ping-pong ball. Great fun! The kids learned so 
quickly how to use the control pad to manipulate the 
the robots--Pebbles & Bam Bam. Thank you K-State 

Research & Extension, Kingman County, Melissa 
Thimesch, and Janelle Belt for serving children 
through our county libraries. What a great idea!

Our Summer Reading continues with a StoryWalk® in 
Lions Park. The story, "Daniel’s Good Day" by Micha 

Archer, begins at the pool entrance and follows the south 
loop, ending just past the playground. After your walk, 
come to the library and tell us about your StoryWalk® 
experience and what makes a good day for you. You’ll 

receive an invitation to an ice cream party set for 
Wednesday, August 16th at Cozy’ Pizza. (Save the date!)

Every good day is better with friends, 
family, and ice cream:-)

See you at the park AND at the library!
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The Pratt County com-
missioners met in regular 
session Monday, July 17, 
2023, at 2:00 p.m. in the 
commissioner room, 1st 
floor of the courthouse. 
The following members 
were present:  Thomas W. 
Jones III, Rick Shriver, 
Dwight Adams, Tyson 
Eisenhauer, county coun-
selor, Lori Voss, clerk, 
and Mark Graber, IT 
director. 

Jacob Crow wi th 
K i r k h a m  M i c h a e l , 
opened bids for the Pratt 
County, Pratt CO NE 
30th Street, crack seal 
project to be completed 
by May 3, 2024.  Two 
bids were received.  
Circle C Paving in the 
amount of $34,424.25 
and Pavement Pros with 
a total bid of $49,484.81.  
Jacob recommended 
Circle C Paving, they 
are the low bidder and 
they have extensive rx-
perience in this type of 
project.  Commissioner 

Shriver made a motion 
to accept the bid from 
Circle C Paving in the 
amount of $34,424.25.  
Commissioner Adams 
seconded the motion.  
Motion carried 3-0.   

Hea the r  Morgan , 
economic development/
COVID consultant, re-
ported on a new grant 
opportunity from the 
Kansas Department of 
Agriculture accepting 
comment for how to dis-
tribute $6.2 million for 
expansion of meat pro-
cessing or specialty crops.  
She mentioned that due 
to the extreme drought 
the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture last week an-
nounced Pratt and Barber 
County producers who 
have had loss due to wa-
ter issues (well needing to 
be deepened, new piping 
needed, etc.) That there 
is a potential 75%/25% 
cost share available and 
she is happy to pass along 
information to any pro-
ducer needing to make 
water upgrades due to 
the drought.  She also 
mentioned that the small 
business development 
center in Wichita serves 
the Pratt community and 

has classes to improve 
businesses marketing, 
distribution of their prod-
ucts through a supplier 
network, and retired suc-
cessful business people 
available to mentor new 
businesses.  

T h e  P r a t t  A r e a 
Economic Development 
Authority (PAEDC) met 
last week and has es-
tablished a new mailing 
address at the chamber, 
is getting their official 
filings in order with 
the Kansas Secretary 
of State, approved pay-
ment to EBH for their 
exterior sign and build-
ing improvements, and 
approved an economic 
development incentive 
for Morgan Diesel. 

Vikki Mader, Horizons 
Mental Health, gave a re-
port on their financials 
through June 30, 2023.  
They have added staff 
and services.  They have 
received state funding to 
do 24/7 treatment. They 
received a $75,000 grant 
from United Health Care 
for teen mental health 
services.  They have 
signed agreements with 
the schools to offer men-
tal health counseling. 

Jacob Crow, presented 
the notice of award with 
Circle C Paving, the com-
missioners signed the 
notice.   

Catherine Rohrer, 
SCKCCA, reported they 
will be installing the new 
AC at the end of the week.  
She gave a quarterly re-
port on cases in her of-
fice and the results of the 
services performed.  She 
presented the form to 
close out fy23, Chairman 
Jones signed.   

Commissioner Adams 
made a motion to approve 
the minutes from July 
10, 2023. Commissioner 
Shriver seconded the mo-
tion.  Motion carried 3-0.   

The 2024 budget for 
district court was ap-
proved and signed. 

Commissioner 
Shriver made a motion 
to approve the intent to 
exceed the revenue re-
utral rate with a proposed 
mill levy of 58.399.  The 
hearing is September 
11,2023 at 9:00 a.m.in 
the commissioner room.  
Commissioner Adams 
seconded the motion.  
Motion carried 3-0. 

Chairman Jones com-
mented Gary Barker was 

questioning about the 
survey on the land at the 
public safety building.  
They approved Gary to 
go ahead and spray for 
weeds.    

Chairman Jones also 
stated he had done the 
walk thru with USD 382 
and they questioned who 
was going to pay for the 
mowing.  It was stated it 
was in the contract they 
were rResponsible for the 
lawn care. 

Commissioner Shriver 
stated the zoning com-
mittee was meeting to-
night for an informational 
draft on the solar energy 
zoning regulations. 

Commissioner Shriver 
stated he had received an 
email from an individual 
questioning if the com-
missioners had any say 
in the date the advance 
voting starts and ballot 
boxes.  

Clerk Voss stated that 
is all set by the Secretary 
of State’s office. 

Commissioner Shriver 
made a motion to recess 
into executive session for 
fifteen minutes at 3:05 
p.m. to discuss an attor-
ney/client matter con-
cerning tax exemption.  

Commissioner Adams 
seconded the motion.  
Motion carr ied 3-0.  
Commissioner Adams 
made a motion to return 
from executive session at 
3:12 p.m. with no action 
taken.  

Commissioner Shriver 
seconded.  Commissioner 
Shriver made a motion 
to approve the tax ex-
emption application for 
the old PRRC building.  
Commissioner Adams 
seconded the motion.  
Motion carried 3-0.   

Commissioner Shriver 
made a motion to ap-
point Marjorie Buck to 
the southwest Kansas 
Area Agency on Aging.  
Commissioner Adams 
seconded the motion.  
Motion carried 3-0. 

Commissioner Adams 
made a motion to approve 
the payment vouchers for 
July 17, 2023.  

Commissioner Shriver 
seconded the motion.  
Motion carried 3-0. 

Commissioner Adams 
made a motion to ad-
j o u r n  a t  3 : 2 1  p m .  
Commissioner Shriver 
seconded the motion.  
Motion carried 3-0. 

Minutes from 
the Pratt County 

Commission 

Day 10, Kansas 
Wheat Harvest 

Report
This is day 10 of the 

Kansas Wheat Harvest 
Reports, brought to you 
by the Kansas Wheat 
Commission, Kansas 
Association of Wheat 
Growers, Kansas Grain 
and Feed Association and 
the Kansas Cooperative 
Council.

Based on July 1 con-
ditions, Kansas' winter 
wheat production is fore-
cast at 208 million bush-
els, down 15 percent 
from last year, according 
to the USDA's National 
Agricultural Statistics 
Service. Average yield 

is forecast at 32 bushels 
per acre, down 5 bushels 
from 2022. Area to be 
harvested for grain is 
estimated at 6.5 million 
acres, down 2 percent 
from a year ago.

This week wheat com-
ing in looks to be all 
over the board, accord-
ing to Jim Bob Lewton, 
senior Vice President of 
Grain Operations with 
the Konza Coop in Pratt. 

Harvest in and sur-
rounding Pratt began 
June 20, about seven 
to ten days later than 
when they usually start. 
Yields have been averag-
ing about 25 bushels per 
acre, but some fields have 
been better than others. 
Proteins have been high, 
reaching up into 12-13 
percent. These recent 
rains have been caus-
ing test weights to dip, 

remaining in the 58-60 
pounds per bushel re-
gion. Moisture has been 
varying with these recent 
rains, although the grain 
has remained dry enough 
for harvesting. Now all 
that is left is to wait for 
conditions to dry enough 
for farmers to get com-
bines in the field. 

Lewton predicts har-
vest will be complete 
next week. They antici-
pate that they will only 
receive 30-40 percent 
of their usual amount of 
wheat. 

Chris Tanner from 
Norton reports his har-
vest began on July 4 
and will last about an-
other week, barring rain 
delays. He said harvest 
is far later than normal 
and he is fighting weed 
pressure.

“I’m amazed at the 

resiliency of wheat, 
given what it looked 
like through the win-
ter,” he said, noting that 
the Westbred variety 
Grainfield has been do-
ing well for him.

This year’s harvest 
is much better than last 
year for Tanner, who 
said this is going to be 
a “highly average year” 
for the acres he is able to 
harvest. Even so, about 
30 percent of his wheat 
was zeroed out due to the 
drought.

Tanner reports that 
his test weights have 
been averaging 61 to 62 
pounds per bushel, ex-
cept for the wheat that 
was hailed on, which 
was only in the low 50s. 
Yields are ranging from 
15 to 70 bushels per acre, 
with an overall farm av-
erage anticipated to be 

25. Protein is about 13 
percent.

It was truly a fam-
ily wheat harvest with 
four generations in the 
field. He was fortunate 
this year that his son, 
daughter, son-in-law 
and 6-month-old grand-
daughter were able to 
join him, his brother and 
his father for this year’s 
harvest.

Evan Lesser, who 
farms near Palco in 
Graham County, reports 
that harvest began on 
June 26 and he has about 
2 days left.

Test weights are rang-
ing from 60 to 64 pounds 
per bushel and protein 
measured 15 percent. 
May rains came a lit-
tle too late to positive-
ly affect yield, but they 
did help with improv-
ing grain fill and test 

weights. Yields are rang-
ing from 22 to 50 bushels 
per acre, depending on 
which fields caught the 
rain.

Lesser says yields 
were much better last 
year, with his 2022 farm 
average better than even 
his highest yields this 
year. Overall, this has 
been a disappointing year 
for his wheat, one of the 
worst since he started 
farming in 2010.  He 
does, however, have high 
hopes for corn and grain 
sorghum.

He repor ted  tha t 
Kansas Wheat Alliance’s 
KS Territory has been an 
excellent variety for him 
this year.

Written by Jenna Fiscus 
with Kansas Wheat

Wheat Scoop:
National 

Legislation 
Seeks to Keep 

the Food in 
U.S. Food Aid 

Programs
Neighbors helping 

neighbors is a Kansas 
way of life - and it applies 
not only to combining a 
wheat field down the road 
for folks down on their 
luck, but also to those in 
need around the world. It 
was a Kansas farmer who 
first proposed the idea of 
sharing grain with coun-
tries in dire need near-
ly 70 years ago. Today, 
another Kansan - U.S. 
Representative Tracey 
Mann - is helping carry 
that torch by leading leg-
islative efforts to keep 
the food in now well-
established U.S. food aid 
programs. 

 “Kansas wheat pro-
ducers are proud to con-
tinue a tradition of cham-
pioning food aid programs 
that provide high-quality 
wheat to those in need,” 

said Kansas Wheat CEO 
Justin Gilpin. “These pro-
grams have saved lives 
and built goodwill all in 
one simple gesture, and 
we are proud to support 
the push to keep the food 
in food aid.” 

Pete r  O’Br ien ,  a 
young farmer and rancher 
from Cheyenne County, 
first suggested donating 
grain to countries in need 
during a county meet-
ing in September 1953. 
Those comments sparked 
a grassroots movement, 
leading to the Agricultural 
Trade  Development 
and Assistance Act in 
1954, sponsored by U.S. 
Senator Any Schoeppel 
and signed into law 
by President Dwight 
D. Eisenhower - both 
Kansans. 

The pillar of today’s 
modern food aid pro-
grams was a common 
goal: provide people in 
developing countries 
with a secure food source, 
and they will do more 
than survive. As their 
economies recover and 
thrive, they become new 
potential buyers of U.S. 
exports. 

“America’s interna-
tional food aid programs 
have enjoyed biparti-
san support for more 

than 65 years because 
they are simple, effec-
tive, and they feed mil-
lions of vulnerable people 
around the world each 
year,” Mann said in a 
release. “Through these 
programs, America forti-
fies our allies, counters 
the influence of foreign 
adversaries, creates new 
markets and trading part-
ners, and stops wars be-
fore they start. 

For decades, the im-
plementation of food aid 
programs stayed true to 
this purpose, purchasing 
and donating U.S.-grown 
commodities, like wheat, 
to countries in need. 
Wheat has been a staple 
in the fight against global 
hunger, accounting for 
roughly 20 percent of 
the calories consumed 
globally. In recent years, 
however, the programs 
have shifted to transfer-
ring cash and purchas-
ing commodities from 
foreign competitors with 
U.S. dollars. 

“This shift has dimin-
ished transparency and 
accountability, reduced 
the procurement and 
shipment of American-
grown food for hungry 
people, and jeopardized 
more than six decades 
of bipartisan support for 

our international food aid 
programs,” Mann said. 

To correct the course 
of U.S. food aid pro-
grams, Mann, who rep-
resents the Big First 
Congressional District, 
jointly introduced the 
“American Farmers Feed 
the World Act of 2023” 
with U.S. Representatives 
John Garamendi (CA-
08), Rick Crawford (AR-
01), and Jimmy Panetta 
(CA-19) on June 22. 

The legislation seeks 
to ensure U.S.-grown 
commodities remain the 
cornerstone of interna-
tional food aid by ending 
the Food for Peace pro-
gram’s utilization of cash 
transfers overseas - along 
with restoring transpar-
ency, accountability and 
efficiency to the program. 

“ T h e  A m e r i c a n 
Farmers Feed the World 
Act of 2023 supports 
more Kansas wheat going 
to more people around the 
world who are in need,” 
said Brian Linin, U.S. 
Wheat Associates Board 
of Directors member, 
Food Aid Working Group 
member, and farmer in 
Goodland. “This legis-
lation is an opportunity 
to make sure taxpayer 
dollars are spent in a 
manner that truly makes 

an impact on global hun-
ger. Commodities pro-
duced by U.S. farmers 
should always be the first 
choice when it comes to 
international food aid 
programs.” 

From casual conver-
sations in St. Francis to 
press conferences out-
side the U.S. Congress, 
the principle of neigh-
bors helping neighbors, 
particularly by provid-
ing secure access to 
food, remains an ideal 
Kansans will continue to 
champion. 

“This bill puts a stake 
in the ground,” Mann 

said. “It’s a noble thing to 
feed hungry people, and 
we should use American 
commodities as we do it.”

Learn more about 
wheat as a source of food 
security and assistance 
at https://www.uswheat.
org/policy/food-security-
and-assistance/. Learn 
more about the American 
Farmers Feed the World 
Act of 2023 at https://
www.uswheat.org/amer-
ican-farmers-feed-the-
world-act-of-2023/.

Written by Julia Debes 
for Kansas Wheat
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umbrella

1. use it to protect your skin from burning
2. your body gives off drops of   
    this to balance its temperature
3. holds liquid for biking and hiking 
4. brand name for flavored frozen water on a stick
5. protect your eyes from the harmful rays of the sun
6. swim or float in this to keep cool
7. a gentle wind
8. moves air around
9. when the sun’s rays are blocked, we are resting in this
10. cover for the head (bigger is better)
11. large one for the beach can protect your whole family
12. machine controlling temperature and amount 
      of water in the air 
13. H2O – drink plenty of this
14. sweet dessert; frozen cream and eggs 

It s̒ Hot! Stay Cool!
sunglasses

air conditioner

sports bottle

ice cream

sunscreen

Popsicle

water

shade

sweat

breeze pool

hat

fan

R

  I love the cool 
greens, blues 
and purples of 
the grapes.

1 2 3 4
5 6 7

8

9
10

11 12

13

14

     Summer is here and that means 
plenty of sunshine and heat! It has been 
hot and we all want to be cool. We want 
to look cool, do cool things and keep cool 
while doing them.
     Have you heard the expression “as
cool as a cucumber?” I’m so cool that I 
get to be the guest host on the page this 
week while all of the regular animals are 
chillin’ out on vacation. Now that’s cool!

     It’s important to keep your cool and yourself 
cool during sizzling, hot weather. Fill in the crossword puzzle with  
things that you can use to keep yourself “as cool as a cucumber.”      We cacti are

keeping cool by
wearing our cowboy 
hats. Can you find
and circle 12 words
that start with the
letter “c”?  

  I hope the
cat doesn’t
see me!

  It’s too hot in 
the sun for me 
to do my job!

To be as 
     “cool as a cucumber” 
means to be:

1. calm and relaxed
             or
2. rushing and excited 

Check the correct box.

“Cool” Things to Do, Use or See!
  Find and circle these 20 things that are 
a lot of fun in hot weather:

movie

go-carts

auto show

drive-ingarden

sprinkler

squirt guns

frisbee golf
batting cages

picnicking

miniature golf

computer

tree house

soccer

reading  

A R C A D E G A M E S I N E S N I J H F B K S D E F A
B K H T F E S R O L J G V G N I D A E R O P Q I N T U 
A N L P U G E C V V P I H G R F E D C B A K U G E V T 
N I K H F C B M I N I A T U R E G O L F T J I G D I O
G E K G C V U T E M B E P K N Y T F C W I R R A R E S
Z V J O C T R E I J G N I K C I N C I P N G T O A F H
B I S K H F F I S H I N G I H B G R F E G K G I G J O
F R I S B E E G O L F V S W I M M I N G O J U V I L W
A D O V J H Y A R E T U P M O C H D S P R I N K L E R
J O T R E E H O U S E M N O T N I M D A B V S K M P O
G H J I G R G O C A R T S K G S E G A C G N I T T A B
 

arcade games

badminton

  I like swimming...
away that is!

  I like 
boating 
and 
fishing.

Fun, Cool Puzzles

drool spool

school

rule

youʻll

pool

fool

stool
tool

  Find nine words that rhyme with “cool” and circle them:

picnic
hike

race

fort

dolphinlemonade

play

bicycle

park

zoo

baseball

camping

vacation

picnic

lake seesaw

swings

(Hint:  2 of the words have the same 
sound, but are not spelled like “cool”.)

 This is
somehow
making 
me feel a
bit less
crabby!

Phew!           Chitter finished his chores and is sweating. He’s ready to sit in the 
      shade with a good book and lemonade. Help him find his cool drink.
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More than one cactus under the... ...hot sun are “cacti” or “cactuses.”
 

Newspaper Fun!
www.readingclubfun.com
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 Kids: color
  stuff in!
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(Answers on page 10)

Kids in the 
Country

Greg Doering, Kansas 
Farm Bureau

Tent camping in July 
in Kansas usually isn’t on 
my list of ways to spend 
a weekend. Yet I recently 
found myself slowly sink-
ing into an air mattress 
with a clear view of the 
stars through a thin mesh 
canopy, which served as 
my only protection from 
the elements. Somehow 
this ill-advised excursion 
actually worked out with 
an overnight low in the 

mid-60s.
Officially the event 

was a family reunion of 
sorts with a couple cous-
ins and a brother at the 
family ranch. Kids rang-
ing from high school to 
elementary school were 
included, of course. 
Camping simply offered 
proximity but the real 
reason we gathered at the 
ranch was for the ameni-
ties like fishing, four-
wheeling, swimming, 
splashing through creeks, 
catching crawdads and 
plinking targets.

If you’re seeing a 
bunch of middle-aged 
men attempting to relive 
their childhoods while 
introducing their city-

slicker kids to a distorted 
view of what country liv-
ing is like, you’ve pretty 
much got the picture. 
Everyone ended with 
the same number of fin-
gers and toes they started 
with. The kids had a fan-
tastic time, as did the old 
folks who always seemed 
a step or two behind for 
some reason.

Outside of sleeping 
in a tent, we weren’t ex-
actly roughing it. My 
brother obtained a large, 
enclosed trailer to make 
transporting all the four-
wheelers, kayaks and 
other fun things easier. It 
also meant we had plenty 
of room for provisions, 
no matter how practical 

they were.
Our campsite was on a 

small patch of lawn, and 
we arranged our tents in 
an arc around a small cir-
cle of rocks that marked 
the makeshift cook sta-
tion and firepit. About 
20 yards away was a 
large barn with electric-
ity and a refrigerator. We 
still spent a small fortune 
on ice, which we lugged 
around in an assortment 
of coolers.

Amongst all the activ-
ity there was a noticeable 
absence of cell phones 
among both parents and 
kids. Other than grabbing 
the occasional picture or 
checking the time, every-
one found plenty of other 

distractions to hold their 
attention.

When the sun went 
down, everyone pulled 
their chairs closer to the 
fire and the focus of con-
versation ranged from 
the old folks rehashing 
the past to the kids want-
ing to know more about 
their grandparents, great 
grandparents and the 
ranch in general as coy-
otes howled in the dis-
tance. Everyone stayed 
up just late enough for the 
moon to set and clouds to 
break so we could see a 
star-filled sky with traces 
of the Milky Way visible 
in the background.

For a little over 24 
hours nothing existed 

outside of our little group. 
There were no important 
calls or emails to respond 
to. No ball games to at-
tend or other responsibili-
ties to worry about. All of 
us were, briefly, just kids 
in the country, until we 
had to load the trailer and 
head back to reality. But 
that has its advantages 
as well. Like a regular 
mattress, air conditioning 
and indoor plumbing.

“Insight” is a week-
ly column published by 
Kansas Farm Bureau, the 
state’s largest farm orga-
nization whose mission is 
to strengthen agriculture 
and the lives of Kansans 
through advocacy, educa-
tion and service.
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Kingman County Humane Society 
Pets Ready for Adoption

 You or your business can sponsor a 
Humane Society pet for $10.00 a week 
per pet. Fifty percent of the profits will 
be donated to the Humane Society.

The pets at Kingman 
County Humane Society 
are in need of the follow-
ing items:
13-gal. kitchen trash 
bags
dry cat and kitten food
clumping cat litter
canned dog food
Purina Puppy Chow
long-lasting chews
stainless steel flat-sided 
water buckets

paper towels
bleach
liquid laundry detergent
poop bag rolls
disposable gloves (large)
The items can be brought 
to KCHS at 811 East C 
Avenue in Kingman
Monetary donations can 
be sent to KCHS 
P.O. Box 103
Kingman KS  67068

KCHS Donation Wish List

Tony
Sponsored by The Cunningham Courier

Blaze
Sponsored by The Cunningham Courier

Male Domestic 
Shorthair
14 pounds 
4 years +
$25.00
Blaze has been at 
the shelter since 
July 15, 2023
Blaze is a lap sit-
ter. Very loving but 
expects to be seri-

ously spoiled.

Please consider volunteering or 
adopting or fostering or donating 

to your local Humane Society Male Pug / Shepherd
57 pounds   3 years
$180.00
Tony has been at the 
shelter since January 3, 
2023
Holey Moley! I had no 
idea how much I still 
have to learn. See, I've 
mostly been just an out-
door dog. I never had the 

chance to go to school like some of the other dogs but 
I'm excited about some of the new things I'm learn-
ing now.
First, there's something called "leash walking". I had 
no idea! Its kinda tricky but I'm trying to get the hang 
of it.
And then I found out that jumping up is not an appro-
priate way to greet a human. You guys are so much 
taller than me so I was just trying to get a better look 
at your face but I'm going to try to stop doing that.
And how about this thing called "housetraining"? A 
guys gotta do what a guys gotta do, right?? Wrong! 
Give me a while on this one. I keep forgetting and its 
really confusing, especially when you're in a shelter 
with other dogs and frankly, they are not doing any 
better than me.....I'm just saying!
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It s̒ Hot! Stay Cool!
Words that rhyme 
    with cool:
fool, stool, pool,
drool, tool, school, 
spool, you’ll, rule.

A R C A D E G A M E S I N E S N I J H F B K S D E F A
B K H T F E S R O L J G V G N I D A E R O P Q I N T U 
A N L P U G E C V V P I H G R F E D C B A K U G E V T 
N I K H F C B M I N I A T U R E G O L F T J I G D I O
G E K G C V U T E M B E P K N Y T F C W I R R A R E S
Z V J O C T R E I J G N I K C I N C I P N G T O A F H
B I S K H F F I S H I N G I H B G R F E G K G I G J O
F R I S B E E G O L F V S W I M M I N G O J U V I L W
A D O V J H Y A R E T U P M O C H D S P R I N K L E R
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G H J I G R G O C A R T S K G S E G A C G N I T T A B

100‛s

90

80
70
60

Whew!

Fun, Cool Puzzles

     It’s very cool to keep 
your cool and yourself 
“as cool as a cucumber” 
during sizzling, hot 
weather. 

  I hope the
cat doesn’t
see me! by 

Ann
imil

ls L
LC 
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    Hilltop Happenings
A THANK YOU FROM KENYA!

We have a dedicated group of residents that gather 
regularly and make ADORABLE dresses from pillow 
cases to send to third world countries. This is a labor 
of love with a purpose – in many under developed/
poverty-stricken countries, children are targets for hu-
man traffickers. It has been stated that children who 
look as though they would be missed or call attention 
to the actions of traffickers, are less likely to be taken. 
You may remember the fashion show held at Hilltop, 
which was featured in our paper, and included chil-
dren and grandchildren of employees and residents 
as models. We are proud that this project, started by 
Betty Halderman, along with Judy Link, Don Watkins, 
and our Activity Director, Clarissa, plays a part in sav-
ing lives and making our world a better place! Betty 
received word and a photo this week from Kenya, 
expressing their gratitude. 

(PS: If you have pillow cases, ribbon or thread to 
donate, we’d put it to good use!)

HOW TO CHOOSE?
 One of the questions that came up when work-

ing on our resident spotlight feature was, how do we 
choose? Alphabetically? By age? How?  We think the 

fairest (not to mention EASIEST) way to choose who 
will be in our spotlight is by going “old school” … 
throwing the names in a hat and drawing one out!

THERAPY COMES IN MANY FORMS
 When we think of therapy, often our minds 

go to exercises, stretches, that sort of thing. However, 
therapy of the four-legged variety is good medicine 
as well. Pets become family members and when one 
comes to a facility, it does not mean saying goodbye to 
these beloved fur babies. Residents who can care for 
their pets are encouraged to have them, just as they did 
in their own home setting. If unable to care for their 
pet, family members are encouraged to bring the pets 
in for frequent visits. Cuddle therapy is important. 
Rosie – our facility ambassador – spends time cud-
dling with several residents and displays her fashion 
sense daily. Chester, a sweet feline friend, hangs out 
with his “momma” and get lots of head scratching 
from staff as well. Other furry friends from time to 
time have included: Archie, Lady, Sebastian, Luna, 
Piper, Winston, Susie, the late Jenny (may she rest in 
peace) and many others over the years.

 Until next week – God Bless!

Bringing a puppy 
home for the first time is 
not for the faint of heart.

I quickly learned I 
was not even close to 
being prepared for the 
massive disruption my 
life was about to experi-
ence — a disruption that 
was caused by one of the 
most basic needs that ev-
ery creature has.

Puppies “Go” All Day 
Long

When I say puppies 
“go” all day long, I’m 
not just referring to their 
incredible energy and 
playfulness.

I am referring to my 

Lab puppy, Thurber’s, 
never-ending capacity to 
dampen my rug at any 
moment without warn-
ing, dozens of times that 
first day.

T h u r b e r  a n d  I 
weren’t back inside our 
cozy home more than 
a few minutes before 
he crouched down and 
released a stream of #1 
that was larger than most 
of the tributaries that 
feed Pittsburgh’s mighty 
Monongahela River.

I didn’t want to shout 
and scare him. I read that 
yelling would only startle 
him, affect his happy and 

positive spirit and make 
him mistrust me. It would 
make him associate the 
natural need to go #1 with 
negative emotions.

After doing some re-
search, I followed some 
tried-and-true potty-
training basics.

First, I established 
a consistent routine for 
feeding, bathroom breaks 
and playtime.

Second, I began tak-
ing him outside before 
he had to go. We went out 
immediately after he’d 
wake up in the morning 
or after naps, during and 
after playing, and after he 
ate or drank.

At a minimum I took 
him outside to the area I 
wanted him to go at least 
once every hour. I’d give 
him ample time to do his 
business and if he didn’t 
go, I’d bring him inside 

and, 60 minutes later, 
rinse and repeat.

Potty Bells to the 
Rescue

Though these positive 
techniques helped reduce 
wet spots on my rug those 
first few days, they didn’t 
stop them entirely.

W h i l e  s e a r c h i n g 
for a better solution, I 
learned about the “hang-
ing bell approach” at the 
American Kennel Club.

You simply hang a 
bell next to the door that 
leads outside. The bell 
should hang low enough 
for your puppy to hit it 
with his nose or paw.

Every time you take 
him outside to go #1, you 
bump his nose or paw on 
the bell.

And every time you 
catch him in the act of 
going #1 on your rug, you 
pick him up, bump his 

nose or paw on the bell, 
then usher him outside to 
the patch of grass where 
you want him to go.

Again, when he does 
go, praise him lavishly, 
then give him a treat!

The Approach Worked 
— Sort of!

Much to my shock and 
amazement, it only took 
a few days for Thurber to 
learn to hit the bell with 
his nose every time he 
needed to go #1 or #2.

He’d only experience 
one or two accidents over 
the next several months.

However, within a 
few weeks, Thurber was 
hitting the potty bells 
30 to 40 times a day — 
at the expense of my 
work, sleep and general 
wellbeing.

Why did he hit the 
bells so much?

Because he rightly 

concluded that every 
time he hit the bell, I’d 
open the door and grant 
him access to his favorite 
place: the outside world, 
which he still loves to 
sniff and explore.

It was then that I 
learned another impor-
tant lesson: If you aren’t 
training your dog, your 
dog is training you — and 
I’m not learning as fast as 
he would like me to!

V i s i t  To m  a n d 
Thurber ’s  dog-blog 
(www.ThurbersTail.com) 
for entertaining stories 
and videos that feature 
the budding social-media 
star, Thurber the Talking 
Lab!

Copyright 2023 Tom 
Purcell, distributed exclu-
sively by Cagle Cartoons 
newspaper syndicate.
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                          Kingman County Sheriff's Report                                                                                                                                           
Sunday, July 16  

Traffic Stop   2 
Miscellaneous  120 N Spruce, Kingman
Recovered Property  120 N Spruce, Kingman
Follow Up   600 Blk E 2nd Ave, Norwich
Abandoned Vehicle  SE 150 Ave & SE 60 St, Norwich
Damage to Property NW 30 Ave & NW 10 St, Kingman
Theft   SW 150 St & SW 150 Ave, Nashville
Disabled Vehicle  13000 E Hwy 2, Norwich
Follow Up   16000 Blk W K42 Hwy, Nashville
Domestic   4000 Blk SE 150 Ave, Cheney
Disturbance   750 W D Ave, Kingman

Monday, July 17
Traffic Stop  2 
Medical   200 Blk N Sunflower Dr, Kingman
Medical   120 N Spruce, Kingman
Animal Complaint SW 70 St & SW 60 Ave, Spivey
Return Property  120 North Spruce, Kingman
Follow Up   120 North Spruce, Kingman
Medical   120 North Spruce, Kingman
Traffic Complaint  E Hwy 54 & NE 60 Ave, Kingman
Suspicious Vehicle NE 100 Ave & N Hwy 14, Murdock

Tuesday, July 18
Damage to Property 2000 Blk SE 10 St, Kingman
Check Welfare  300 Blk N Vail, Spivey
Traffic Complaint  N Hwy 14 & NE 20 St, Kingman
Burglary   13000 SE Main Ave, Rago
Miscellaneous  120 N Spruce, Kingman
Check Welfare  13000 W Hwy 54, Cunningham
Traffic Complaint  8000 E Hwy 42, Rago
Animal Complaint 2000 W Hwy 54, Kingman

Wednesday, July 19
Traffic Stop  1 
Civil Paper Process 1 
Disabled Vehicle  4000 E Hwy 54, Kingman
Transport Prisoner 120 N Spruce, Kingman
Warrant Arrest  130 N Spruce, Kingman
Trespassing / Arrest 200 Blk S Main St, Nashville
Harassment  14000 Blk SW 130 Ave, Zenda
Miscellaneous  16000 Blk W Hwy 42, Nashville
Warrant Arrest  SW 90 Ave & W Hwy 54, Kingman

Thursday, July 20  
Traffic Stop  1 
Civil Paper Process 3 
Non-Injury Accident SE 60 St & SE 90 Ave, Murdock
Trespassing  200 S Main St, Nashville
Trespassing  13000 Blk SW 80th Ave, Zenda
Transport Prisoner to Court 130 N Spruce, Kingman
Domestic   400 Blk S Main St, Norwich
Disturbance  200 Blk S Spruce St, Penalosa
Check Welfare  1300 Blk W D Ave, Kingman
Disturbance  2000 Blk SE Viney Ave, Murdock
911 Accidental Dial 12000 SE 20 St, Murdock

Friday, July 21 
Traffic Stop   17 
Civil Paper Service  1 
Abandoned Vehicle  8000 Blk E Hwy 54, Murdock
Abandoned Vehicle  3000 Blk E Hay 54, Kingman
Trespass   200 Blk S Main St, Nashville
Follow Up   16000 W Hwy 42, Nashville
Check Welfare  11000 Blk SW 70 St, Cunningham
Traffic Complaint  SE 50 St & S Hwy 14, Kingman
Theft   400 S Main St, Norwich
Check Welfare  800 Blk NE 20 Ave, Kingman
Miscellaneous  200 S Elliott St, Cunningham
Abandoned Vehicle  7000 Blk W Hwy 54, Kingman
Disabled Vehicle  6000 Blk E Hwy 54, Kingman
Found Property  13000 Blk E Hwy 54, Cheney
Disabled Vehicle  NE 100 Ave & E Hwy 54, Cheney
911 Accidental Dial  300 Blk W C Ave, Kingman

Saturday, July 8  
Traffic Stop  4 
Civil Paper Process 5 
Miscellaneous  200 Blk S Main St, Nashville
Follow Up   400 Blk S Main St, Norwich
Suspicious Person  SE10 Ave & SE 150 St, Kingman
Smoke Investigation 400 W 1st St, Cunningham
Driving Complaint E Hwy 54 & NE 150 Ave, Cheney

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF 
KINGMAN COUNTY, Kansas 
CIVIL DEPARTMENT
Finance of America Reverse 
LLC
Plaintiff,
vs.
The Heirs-at-law of Shirley J. 
Winter, Deceased; Michael 
Winter; Mark Winter; Rick 
W i n t e r ;  D e n n i s  W i n t e r ; 
American Western Bonding 
Company, Inc.; Safe Step 
Tubs of  Minnesota,  Inc. ; 
United States of America, 
Commissioner of Housing and 
Urban Development; Service 
Finance Company, LLC; John 
Doe (Tenant/Occupant); Mary 
Doe (Tenant/Occupant),
Defendants.
Case No.  KM-2023-CV-000023
Court Number:
Pursuant to K.S.A. Chapter 60

Notice Of Suit
The STaTe Of KanSaS, to the 
above-named defendants and 
the unknown heirs, executors, 
administrators, devisees, trust-
ees, creditors and assigns of 
any deceased defendants; the 
unknown spouses of any de-

fendants; the unknown officers, 
successors, trustees, creditors 
and assigns of any defendants 
that are existing, dissolved or 
dormant corporations; the un-
known executors, administra-
tors, devisees, trustees, credi-
tors, successors and assigns 
of any defendants that are or 
were partners or in partner-
ship; the unknown guardians, 
conservators and trustees of 
any defendants that are minors 
or are under any legal disability; 
and the unknown heirs, execu-
tors, administrators, devisees, 
trustees, creditors and assigns 
of any person alleged to be de-
ceased, and all other persons 
who are or may be concerned.
You are notified that a Petition 
has been filed in the District 
Court of Kingman County, 
Kansas, praying to foreclose 
a real estate mortgage on the 
following described real estate:
Lot Eight (8) in Walker 
Addi t ion ,  K ingman 
County, Kansas, as 
shown by the recorded 
plat thereof, commonly 
known as 2439 N Main St, 
Kingman, KS  67068 (the 
“Property”)
and all those defendants who 

have not otherwise been served 
are required to plead to the 
Petition on or before the 6th 
day of September, 2023, in 
the District Court of Kingman 
County,Kansas.  If you fail to 
plead, judgment and decree will 
be entered in due course upon 
the Petition.

NOTICE
Pursuant to the Fair Debt 
Collection Practices Act, 15 
U.S.C. §1692c(b), no informa-
tion concerning the collection of 
this debt may be given without 
the prior consent of the con-
sumer given directly to the debt 
collector or the express permis-
sion of a court of competent 
jurisdiction.  The debt collector 
is attempting to collect a debt 
and any information obtained 
will be used for that purpose.
   
Prepared By:
SouthLaw, P.C.
Shari Ashner (KS # 14498)
13160 Foster Suite 100
Overland Park, KS 66213-2660
(913) 663-7600
(913) 663-7899 (Fax)
Shari.Ashner@southlaw.com
Attorneys for Plaintiff
(240397)

 

Public Notice 
First published in The Cunningham Courier on Thursday, July 27, 2023  (3t)

moved to approve the 
consu l t ing  se rv ices 
agreement with Schwab 
Eaton for RS363-RS2025 
Hot Mix Surface Overlay 
Program with a net fee 
of $9,800.00 and the 
upper limit of compen-
sation for the services 
detailed is $80,500.00.  
Commissioner Elpers 
seconded the motion.  
The motion was ap-
proved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Mr. Arensdorf submit-
ted a contract for consult-
ing services for project 
RS 607 and RS 361 as-
phalt overlay.
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Thimesch moved to ap-
prove the consulting 
service agreement with 
Schwab Eaton for RS 
607 and RS 361 asphalt 
overlay with a net fee 
of $10,300.00 and the 
upper limit of compen-
sation for the services 
detailed is $86,500.00.  
Commissioner Elpers 
seconded the motion.  
The motion was ap-
proved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Mr. Arensdorf sub-
mitted the agreement 
between the Secretary 
of Transportation and 
Kingman County  for 
project no. 48 C-5230-01 
to be approved.
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Elpers moved to ap-
prove the agreement 
between Secretary of 
Transpo r t a t i on  and 
Kingman County Project 
No.  48  C-5230-01 .  
Commissioner Thimesch 
seconded the motion.  
The motion was ap-
proved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Mr. Arensdorf let the 
Commissioners know 
that the parking west of 
the Law Enforcement 
Center will have to re-
main as parallel parking 
as semis can’t make the 
corner if it was angeled 

parking.
Mr. Arensdorf pre-

sented yearly solid waste 
hauling permits from T & 
W Meats Co.; Stutzman 
Refuse Disposal, Inc; 
Nisly Brothers,  Inc; 
Waste Connections Inc. 
and TW Rolloffs.
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Elpers moved to approve 
the solid waste agreement 
with T& W Meats Co.

Commissioner Thimesch 
seconded the motion.  
The motion was ap-
proved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Thimesch moved to ap-
prove the solid waste 
agreement with Stutzman 
Refuse Disposal, Inc.  
Commissioner Elpers 
seconded the motion.  
The motion was ap-
proved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Elpers moved to approve 
the solid waste agreement 
with Nisly Brothers, Inc.

Commissioner 
Thimesch seconded the 
motion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.
MOTION:  
Commissioner Thimesch 
moved to approve the 
solid waste agreement 
with Waste Connections, 
Inc.   Commissioner 
Elpers seconded the mo-
tion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Elpers moved to approve 
the solid waste agree-
ment with TW Rolloffs.  
Commissioner Thimesch 
seconded the motion.  
The motion was ap-
proved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Mr. Bachenberg gave 
an update on the FLAP 
project and that things are 
not moving.

Commissioners would 
like for Mr. Bachenberg 
to apply for the next proj-
ect with a 50% match.

Ted Lukens; Steve 
Simon; Cheryl Simon; 
Gwen Kelly; Ed Miller 
were in to discuss an 

opened road that has been 
locked by a landowner 
and landowners cannot 
get to their property.

Ted Lukens was in 
to discuss the gate on a 
township road that is an 
open road.

Mr. Lukens talked 
about road and asked if 
it could be maintained.

Ms. Kelly asked if the 
gate could just be taken 
out.

Commissioners dis-
cussed the road but could 
not give advice on what 
they should do.

If the township road 
has never been closed and 
is an open road it should 
be maintained.

M s .  K e l l y ,  M r . 
Lukens, Mr. Simon, Ms. 
Simon, Mr. Miller left the 
meeting at 11:43 a.m.

Chairman Henning 
gave the Commissioners 
a n  u p d a t e  o n  t h e 
HVAC for the Health 
Department/Extension 
office and a phone call 
that he had received.

Chairman Henning 
discussed the history 
of the correspondence 
between the City and 
County for Dispatch and 
EMS services.

Commissioners went 
over a letter received 
from the City of Kingman 
on Friday, July 14, 2023 
in regards to Dispatch 
and EMS wanting a re-
sponse by July 19, 2023.

Carol Noblit, County 
Clerk submitted a quote 
from Postalocity for the 
mailing of the RNR no-
tices to taxpayers.
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Thimesch moved to ap-
prove the quote from 
Postalocity in the amount 
of $7270.01 for RNR 
mailing.  Commissioner 
Elpers seconded the mo-
tion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Thimesch moved to ad-
journ the regular board 
meeting at 12:40 p.m.  
Commissioner Elpers 
seconded the motion.  
The motion was ap-
proved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Minutes from 
Kingman 
County 

Commission
continued from 

front page)

Social Security 
Celebrates the 

Americans With 
Disabilities Act 

This year, we celebrate 
33 years of the Americans 
with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) and its impor-
tance to many benefi-
ciaries.  We’re commit-
ted to the principles and 
spirit of the ADA, and 
the way it improves the 
lives of millions.  Matt’s 
story is an example of 
how the ADA and our 
Ticket to Work (Ticket) 
Program can help ben-
eficiaries achieve their 
career goals.

As a job seeker who 
is deaf and needs accom-
modations, Matt was re-
luctant to tell prospective 
employers about his dis-
ability.  He worried that 
employers would not hire 
him if they knew about 
his disability.

That’s when Matt con-
nected with our Ticket 
Program.  This program 
supports career develop-
ment for people ages 18 
to 64 who receive Social 
Security disability ben-
efits and want to work.  
Through this free and 
voluntary program, ap-
proved service provid-
ers offer supports and 
services as participants 
move toward financial 
independence through 
work.

Matt learned how 
his employment might 
affect his benefits.  He 
also learned that our 
Medicare-related work 
incentive allows him to 
pursue a career without 
worrying about health 
care coverage. 

If Matt’s disability 
interfered with work, he 
could return to receiving 
benefits without having 
to file a new application 
through the expedited re-

instatement process.
Matt now works full-

time as a human resource 
analyst.  Thanks to the 
ADA, he received ac-
commodations for the 
interview process and on 
the job.  He also found 
that the Ticket Program 
helped him find a path 
to a better future.  You 
can learn more about the 
Ticket Program at www.
choosework.ssa.gov.

Our online booklet, 
Your Ticket to Work: 
What You Need to Know 
to Keep it Working for 
You found at www.ssa.
gov/pubs/EN-05-10062.
pdf, provides detailed 
information about the 
program.

Yo u  c a n  l e a r n 
m o r e  a b o u t  M a t t ’s 
story at www.choos-
ework.ssa.gov/library/
matt-success-story.

One year, I decided to buy my mother-in-law a cemetery plot as a Christmas 
gift...   The next year, I didn't buy her a gift.

When she asked me why, I replied, "Well, you still haven't used the gift I bought 
you last year!"

And that's how the fight started.
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Pets/Livestock

 

Advertising Opportunity

Effective June 1, 2022:  Ads are $6.00 per column 
inch. Front page ads are $10.00 per column inch.  All ads 
are subject to approval of this paper, which reserves the 
right to edit, reject, or properly classify any ad.  Note: The 
views and opinions expressed in advertisements in The 
Cunningham Courier do not necessarily represent the 
views and opinions of the Courier or staff. Errors will be 
corrected when brought to my attention.  
Classified Ad Rates 
$5.00 minimum charge for one-week run. 
DEADLINES: 2:00 p.m. Tuesdays

C-1 Construction

620-532-4195
Soil Conservation Practices, 

Site Grading, Pond Dam Restoration
- SOIL EROSION MEASURES - 

Building Pads
GREG CONRARDY

Cunningham Liquor
OPEN — 11 a.m. to  9  p.m. — Monday thru Thursday

          11 a.m. to 10 p.m. — Friday & Saturday 
12 noon to 8 p.m. – Sunday
“Cold Brew... Warm Spirits”            298-2033

S u b s c r i b e  t o  y o u r 
h o m e t o w n  p a p e r !

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you behind paying your 
MORTGAGE?  Denied a Loan Modification? Threatened 
with FORECLOSURE? Call the Homeowner's Relief Line 
now for Help! 888-975-1473

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, ONE DAY 
updates! We specialize in safe bathing. Grab bars, so slip 
flooring & seated showers. Call for a free in-home con-
sulation: 855-382-1221

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! Page Publishing will help 
you self-publish your own book. Free author submission 
kit! Limited offer! Why wait? Call now: 855-939-2090

DirecTV Satellite TV Service Starting at $59.99/month! 
Free Installation! 160+ channels available. Call Now to Get 
the Most Sports & Entertainment on TV! 888-721-1550

DONATE YOUR CAR TO CHARITY.  Receive 
maximum value of write off for your taxes.  Running or 
not!  All conditions accepted.  Free pickup.  Call for de-
tails. 844-268-9386

Never Pay For Covered Home Repairs Again! 
Complete Care Home Warranty COVERS ALL MAJOR 
SYSTEMS AND APPLIANCES. 30 DAY RISK FREE. 
$200.00 OFF + 2 FREE Months! 844-237-1432

Never clean your gutters again! Affordable, profes-
sionally installed gutter guards proect your gutters and 
home from debris and leaves forever! For a FREE quote 
call: 844-607-1361

LONG DISTANCE MOVING: Call today for a 
FREE QUOTE from America’s Most Trusted Interstate 
Movers. Let us take the stress out of moving!  Speak to 
a Relocation Specialist, call 888-788-0471

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD GUITARS! 1920-1980 
Gibson, Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, 
Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie State, D'Angelico, 
Stromberg. And Gibson Mandolins /  Banjos. 
855-454-6658

NEED NEW FLOORING?  Call Empire Today® 
to schedule a FREE in-home estimate on Carpeting & 
Flooring. Call Today! 844-580-2974

PAYING TOP CA$H FOR MEN'S SPORT 
WATCHES! Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek Philippe, 
Heuer, Daytona, GMT, Submariner and Speedmaster. 
Call 844-575-0691

Looking for beautiful, energy efficient new windows 
for your home? Call now and set up your free, no-obliga-
tion estimate. Beautify your home today! 895-727-0043

PROFESSIONAL LAWN SERVICE:  Fertilization, 
weed control, seeding, aeration and mosquito control.  Call 
now for a free quote.  Ask about our first ap plication spe-
cial! 855-288-8649. 

DISCOUNT AIR TRAVEL. Call Flight Services for best 
pricing on domestic & international flights inside and from 
the US. Serving United, Delta, American & Southwest and 
many more airlines. Call for free quote now! Have travel 
dates ready! 833-381-1348

 

Miscellaneous
 

Miscellaneous

 

Miscellaneous

 

State Farm Insurance 
Jon Wollen, Agent 
 152 N Main Street 

Kingman, KS 67068 
 Bus: 620-532-3179 

Toll Free: 800-824-6681 
www.jonwollen.com 

 Laubhan, Harbert & Haas, L.C. 
Certified Public Accountants 
Complete Accounting Services 

Tax - Bookkeeping - Payroll      
- Consulting - 

 Joseph A. Harbert, CPA 
217 N Main St.  Kingman, KS 67068 

620-532-3667 
Lorin Haas, CPA 

420 S. Jackson Suite 200
    Pratt, KS 67124 

620-672-3400

Agriculture

KANZA bank 
151 N. Main, Kingman, KS 

620-532-5821 
Lobby Hours  

9-5 M-F
Drive Thru Hours 

 8 - 6 M-F, 8-12 Sat. 
Equal Housing Lender     

Member FDIC  

InsuranceNeville Built
Grain Trailers  

& Custom-Built Trailers 
Dick or Marvin Neville 

5581 SW 50 St. Kingman, KS 
620-532-3487 

1-800-301-3487 

Kingman Real Estate 
SALES AND APPRAISALS
Scott Sparks    532-4242
Nancy Milford    491-0774

Lexi Miller 532-5204
Office   620-532-3581 

146 N. Main, Kingman, KS 
www.kingmanksre.com

Ability - Honesty - Service 

Real Estate

Kingman Drug 
211 North Main,, Kingman, 

 Pharmacists on call 24 hours 
Days - store ph. 532-5113 
Emergency after hours call  

Merlin McFarland    532-3855

Pharmacists

Optometrists

Troy Maydew, OD 
Seth Thibault, OD 

Andrew W. Piester, OD
216 S. Oak

Pratt, Kansas 67124 
620-672-5934 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  M - F  

604 N. Walnut 
Medicine Lodge, Kansas 67104 

620-886-3222 
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

1:00 - 5:00 p.m.   
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 

Seth Thibault, OD
Andrew W. Piester, OD

104 West C Ave. 
Kingman, KS 67068 

620-532-3154   
1-800-371-3154 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Monday - Thursday

8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Friday

Dixon’s  
True Value Hardware 

Heating & A/C 
325 N. Main, Kingman, KS 

532-2631

Home 
Improvement

Advertise Your 
Business 

in the Courier 

4C
Cunningham Child Care
Children 8 weeks to 11 years

120 West 3rd  
Cunningham, KS
620-298-2010

Child Care

 

Fitzsimmons Insurance 
Cunningham, KS 67037 

Bus: 620-298-5291
Toll Free: 800-536-5291

For more information
see display ad on pa

Banks

Hospitals and 
Clinics

Accountants

Repair Service

Baker Professional 
Accounting Services

Tax Compliance
Process Improvement

Tax Preparation
Tax Planning

Quick Books Consulting
920 E. 1st Street 

Pratt, KS 67124
www.baker-accounting.com

620-672-2502

 

Legal Service

  
 

BBLLAASSII  
SSEERRVVIICCEE  

Zenda, KS 
620-243-5571 

BEvERages*Snacks*Gas 
Everyday 6am-10pm 

“Where Everyone 
Knows Your Business” 

 

 

Place your 25-word classified in this paper and 135 
more for only $300/ week. Find employees, sell your 
home or your car. Call the Kansas Press Association 
@ 785-271-5304 today!

 

Help Wanted

Trina Wilkerson, AFSP

(620) 491-1771


307 N Ninnescah St  
Kingman, Kansas


www.kingmantaxpro.com


Tax Services

  825  E. First Street, 
Cunningham KS  

Our Living iS fixing YOurS!

 
825 E. 1st Street    Cunningham, KS 

Our Living is Fixing YOurs!

Repair Service

6 2 0 - 5 8 9 - 0 1 1 4

6 2 0 - 5 8 9 - 0 1 1 4

Conrardy Seeds
Custom Seed Cleaning

7681 SW 80 Ave     Kingman, KS 

(620) 532-5508
AgriPro Alfalfa Seeds

“Wheat is Our Specialty”

Cunningham Auto 
Service

Complete Auto Care
Call Tom or Matt

620-298-2029
cunninghamautoserviceatgmail.com

FULL-TIME COOK: KINGMAN 
HEALTHCARE CENTER 

We are looking for a full-time cook to join our 
Nutrition Services Department. Experience is pre-
ferred but willing to train. Starting pay is $13/hr. 
KHC has a fantastic culture of teamwork and offers 
amazing benefits to employees: Paid Vacation Time, 
Paid Self-Care Days, Paid Maternity/Paternity Leave, 
Paid Charitable/Community Service Hours, Paid Sick 
Time, Health, Dental, Vision, and Life Insurance, 
Flexible Spending Accounts (FSA), 403 (b) and Roth 
Retirement Plans Flexible Work Schedules (with 
Director approval) Apply online at www.kingmanhc.
com KHC is an EOE

CHEATING SPOUSE? Call Barry & Associates 
Investigative Services. We will find out the truth! 
(913) 944-8804 www.barryinvestigationsllc.com

Use Xylecide® anti-fungal shampoo to provide 
heat relief on dogs & horses. Eliminates shedding & 
doggy odor. At Orscheln Farm & Home (www.hap-
pyjackinc.com)
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Check the Blessing Box east 
of the Methodist Church.

Anyone can give or take from 
the Blessing Box at any time. 

Free Bread & Baked Goods  
at the 

Cunningham 
Methodist Church  

2 to 5 p.m.
on

 Tuesdays

The Cunningham Courier
   320 North Stadium Street   Cunningham, KS 67035

Name_____________________________        

Address___________________________

City_____________________ State_____  

Zip ___________
Subscription Rates: 
In Kansas: $45.00 per year  / Out of State: $50.00 
Student Rates: $35.00 & $40.00 (August - May) 

 

Health Clinics

T h a n k  Y o u  N o t e  R A T E S
Use the C ourier to say 

"Thank You".  
$.10 per word ($6.00 minimum)

Marilyn Mavity

Cleo's Flower Shop
229  N. Main in Kingman

kingmanksflorist.com
(620) 532-3883

***
221 N. Main in Cheney

cheneyksflorist.com
(316) 542-0054

Sheila Jayne, Owner/Operator

Cards by Roberta Kobbe
Handmade Greeting Cards for sale.

Shop for cards at Cleo's in Kingman and 
Cheney, Ye Olde General 

Store in Norwich and 
Market 54 on Main in 
Pratt or contact me.
Will mail or deliver.

Cards and stamps make 
nice gifts for shut-ins.

620-298-2659

Happy Birthday,
Jesse 

McGinnis! 

M a r i l y n  R u t h 
FitzSimmons-Mavity of 
Cunningham, Kansas, left 
us for her rocking chair in 
heaven during the early 
morning hours of Sunday, 
July 23, 2023. Marilyn 
was born on October 
20, 1944, to Harold and 
Vivian (Brady) DeWeese 
in Kingman, Kansas. She 
was raised on her parent’s farm southeast 
of Cunningham along with her 4 siblings, 
Dwane (Sue) DeWeese of Pratt, Dale (Janet) DeWeese 
of Cunningham, Jeanie (Eddie) Tharp of Pratt, and 
Ruth (Roy) Gamboa also of Pratt.

Marilyn was a 1962 graduate of Cunningham High 
School and received her master’s in early childhood 
education from Emporia State University. During 
her school years, Marilyn fell in love with her first 
husband, Lynn D. FitzSimmons. Following the wed-
ding, Lynn and Marilyn lived in Pratt for a short time 
before moving to the FitzSimmons Homestead in 
eastern Pratt County where they farmed. From Lynn 
and Marilyn’s marriage came their three children, 
Dennis (Kristi) FitzSimmons - Pratt, KS; Leann 
(Robert) Barnes - Pratt, KS; and Barbara (Scott) 
Glenn of Arcadia, OK.  In 1999, Marilyn married her 
second husband Jay F. Mavity and gained a second 
son, Mark (Maria) Mavity of Cunningham, KS. In 
the last decade, Marilyn and Jay adopted a 3rd son, 
Daniel Shea of Cunningham, KS.

Marilyn was a lifelong Cunningham resident and 
played many roles throughout her life. From the lov-
ing mother and grandmother her family will remember 
her as, to a prominent businesswoman. Marilyn taught 
kindergarten in Pratt briefly then ran a preschool out 
of her home on the farm during the 70’s and 80’s. 
She continued to hold every single one of her pre-
schoolers dear to her heart. Marilyn was extremely 
active in the church her whole life, from teaching 
Sunday school, spearheading Vacation Bible School 
for decades, and leading adult Bible studies in her 
later years. Marilyn and her husband, Jay, founded 
4-C Childcare in Cunningham and the Cunningham 
Hands of Hope food bank ministry. Marilyn and Jay 
also played an extremely important role in starting the 
now defunct Civil Air Patrol Squadron at Cunningham 
High School.

Besides her family, Marilyn’s pride and joy was 
the FitzSimmons Insurance Agency she founded in 
1987, on the back porch of the farmhouse. Thirty-five 
years later, she still ruled it with an iron fist from her 
recliner, even after passing it on to the next genera-
tion. Over the years, Marilyn greatly enjoyed talking 
with all her customers, adjusters, company reps, and 
underwriters, with many becoming life-long friends. 
She took great pleasure in protecting the livelihood 
of farmers across the state.

Marilyn was proceeded in death by her parents; 
husbands, Lynn and Jay; her brother, Dale; brother 
in-law, Eddie Tharp; and beloved furry companions, 
Albert and Eddie. 

Survivors include her children and spouses, 
Dennis, Kristi, Leann, Robert, Barbara, Scott, Mark, 
Maria, and Dan; and grandchildren, Brandon, Spencer, 
and Jayden McNerny, Shelby FitzSimmons-Dirks, 
Kari FitzSimmons, Micheal and Tyler Glenn, and Jon 
and Jack Shaffer. Marilyn also had two very special 
great grandchildren, Presley and Stetson Dirks, along 
with numerous nieces and nephews. Marilyn and her 
family would also like to mention her special “Crop 
Insurance Kids” Alan, Kendall, and Gerald whom she 
worked with for many years.

Visitation will be Friday, July 28, 2023 from 
9:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. with family present from 5:00 
- 7:00 PM at Larrison Mortuary, 300 Country Club 
Road, Pratt. Services will be at 10:00 a.m., Saturday, 
July 29, 2023 at the Cunningham Christian Church, 
with Pastor Mike McGovney presiding. Burial and 
graveside services will follow at Maud Cemetery in 
rural Cunningham. Memorials may be made to the 
4-C Child Care Center or West Kingman County 
Education Foundation Alumni Scholarship, in care 
of Larrison Mortuary. 

Online condolences may be left at www.larrison-
mortuary.com.

Dr. Gene Zaid to Speak in Pratt
Please join us on August 14 at the Pratt Municipal 

Building from 6:00-7:30 p.m. to hear Dr. Gene Zaid, 
holder of over 75 patents, Dr. Jack Mull, Dr. Jeffrey 
Gust and Mr. Dan Schweizer and the crew from Hyatt 
Life Sciences speak concerning plant based cures for 
cancer and other diseases.  There will be a time of testi-
monies and questions and answers.  Free to the public!

Ways I Exercise My Brain
by Lyn Perry
Julie already posted about brain health. I want to 

take a slightly different approach today by highlighting 
a few ways I (Lyndon) exercise my brain. Basically, 
I’ll talk about a few hobbies that are not only fun but 
are also beneficial for my neural pathways.

Like many people, I enjoy puzzles - not the jigsaw 
kind, although those are an entertaining holiday ac-
tivity for me. I like word puzzles. USA Today has a 
bunch of them online. But my favorite - and yes, I’ve 
jumped on the bandwagon - is Wordle. 

Oh, and no lie, I guessed the right word in one try 
a few weeks back. Here’s the untampered proof! (My 
general strategy, by the way, is to use the same 3 or 4 
words to start the puzzle off every day, lol.)

Also, did you know there is an Antiwordle game? 
The goal is to see how many tries you can take without 
guessing the word! Give it a shot. Harder than it seems. 
A fun alternative to the word games is Worldle - where 
you guess the country. Again, harder than it looks.

I was also into Sudoku awhile back, but filled in all 
the books I’d bought and can’t get into doing it online 
for whatever reason. I need to buy another few puzzle 
books as I seem to yearn for a physical paperback at 
times. Call me old fashioned.

What are some of your favorite games - either on-
line or in a puzzle book? Comment below. Any other 
ways you keep your brain active? There are unlimited 
possibilities, probably. But let me share just one more.

As you know, Julie and I are semi-retired. Which 
mostly means we work part time online on our own 
schedule. I write, but I also teach conversational 
English via an online platform to students from around 
the world. It’s a great time of social interaction. I learn 
a lot about culture, food, travel, etc. Being fairly outgo-
ing, I just enjoy talking with people in general.

One of the first questions I ask those who I meet 
online is why they are learning English. Some need 
to brush up on their skills for work, some need it for 
school. But the vast majority are learning English for 
their own personal benefit. It’s good for their brain, 
many tell me. I bet it is!

Learning a new language exercises the brain. That’s 
one reason we moved to Puerto Rico, so that we might 
be a bit more intentional in our Spanish language 
acquisition. It’s slow going for me, so I need to step 
up my commitment to learn Spanish. Not only will 
it benefit me here in PR, but it’s good for my brain 
health long term.

Kingman County Health Department will be doing 
its monthly outreach clinics in August on the follow-
ing dates:

Cunningham- Wednesday, August 2nd 
from 9:30am-12:00pm

Nashville- Wednesday, August 2nd 
from 1:30pm- 4:00pm
Norwich- Thursday, 

August 3rd from 1:30pm-4:00pm
Friendship meals free blood pressure checks 

at the senior center- Wednesday, August 9th from 
11:00am-12:00pm.

Giles J. Thissen, 85, 
entered eternity with 
Jesus Christ and was re-
united with his beloved 
Pat on July 24, 2023.  

Giles was born July 
17, 1938, to John R. 
& Margaret (Gerber) 
Thissen in Kingman, KS.  
He was raised on the 
family farm with sib-
lings  James, Mary Ann, 
and Paul.  Giles gradu-
ated from Kingman High 
School and then attended Pratt Community College.  
He thoroughly enjoyed planning, organizing, and at-
tending KHS Reunions for the Class of 1956.

On June 6, 1959, he was united in Holy Matrimony 
to Patricia McHenry at Saint Louis Catholic Church in 
Waterloo, Kansas.  She preceded him in death on May 
22, 2023, and he spent the past nine weeks looking 
forward to the day he would see her again.  They were 
married 64 years and shared a passion for their faith 
and family.  As a lifelong parishioner of St. Patrick 
Catholic Church, Giles was involved as an extraordi-
nary Eucharistic Minister, lector, choir member, First 
Friday devotee, Adoration Chapel devotee, 4th Degree 
Knights of Columbus member, served on the Financial 
Council, volunteered for many jobs around the parish, 
and was a constant witness of the faith he lived every 
day of his life.  He was a kind and gentle man, and an 
exemplary role model for his children.  

In addition to the family farm, Giles always had em-
ployment in Kingman.  Through the years, he worked 
for Don Dye Co., Safeway Food Stores, Dixon’s LLC, 
and Neville Welding Inc.  He was a member of the 
National Guard from 1956 through 1968.   In his later 
years, he served on the Kingman Council for Aging.  

Left to cherish Giles’ memory are daughter Joyce 
Lies (Brian) and their children, Bradley, Jennifer 
Goering (Brad), and Jerrod; son John (Kelli) and their 
children, Chelsi Myer (Mitch) and Camron (Karenah);  
and son Joseph (Ji) and their children, Raleigh and 
Camellia; 10 great-grandchildren; sister-in-law Judy 
Thissen, many nieces, nephews, and cousins.  Giles 
was preceded in death by his wife, parents, siblings, 
sister-in-law Harlean Thissen, brother-in-law Jerry 
Utter, and infant great-grandchildren Lydia Myer and 
Ryker Goering.  

Attending auctions, working in his woodshop, and 
fishing were favorite past-times of Giles, as well as 
traveling to share in his grandchildren’s activities.  He 
was also an avid photographer in his younger years.  

Parish and Knights of Columbus Rosary will be 
held at St. Patrick Catholic Church in Kingman on 
Sunday, July 30, at 5:30 p.m.   Mass of Christian 
Burial will also be held at St. Patrick Church begin-
ning at 10:30 a.m. on Monday, July 31.   Friends may 
call 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., Sunday, July 30, 2023 at 
Livingston Funeral Home.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made in Giles’ 
memory to St. Patrick Catholic Grade School or The 
W Place at Meadowlark care facility in Kingman, both 
in care of Livingston Funeral Home, 1830 N. Main, 
Kingman.

Giles Thissen


