
The CHS Theater Department would like to invite everyone to their production of Pyros of the Caribbean by M. K. 
O’Roark.  In this pirate-themed melodrama, our hero, Captain Jack Robin, and heroine, Eliza Swoon, try to outsmart the 
villains, Bloody Ben Bolton and Barbie Coast.  Please join us for an evening of laughter and fun as our high school students 
perform for your entertainment.  The play will begin at 7:00 on Saturday, November 11, in the high school gymnasium.  
Please enter from the southwest door.  Admission will be $5.00 for adults, $3.00 for students.  Activity passes will be ac-
cepted.  We would love to see everyone there!
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Chairman Henning called the Board 
of County Commissioners meeting to 
order at 8:30 a.m. October 30, 2023, 
in the County Commissioners room 
at the Kingman County Courthouse. 
Present: Jerry Henning, Chairman; 
Patrick Elpers, Commissioner; Jack 
Thimesch, Commissioner; Carol Noblit, 
County Clerk; Brandon Ritcha, County 
Counselor

Visitors:  Bob Morris, Kingman 
Leader-Courier; Larry Landwehr; 
Dale Enyart; Jeanne Johnson and 
Leslie Schrag, Economic Development 
Director.

Online Visitors: User 01, Tammy, 
L.Kelly, Caller 01

Staff: LaDawn Stegman, Financial 
Officer; Mary Schwartz, Health Nurse; 
Stan Goetz, HR/Planning/Zoning/
Wastewater Director and Charles 
Arensdorf, Public Works Director.

Chairman Henning asked if there 
were any additions to the agenda.

MOTION:  Commissioner Thimesch 
moved to approve the agenda.  
Commissioner Elpers seconded the 
motion. The motion was approved 
upon the unanimous vote of the County 
Commissioners. 

Chairman Henning asked if there 
was any public comment.

Larry Landwehr discussed that he 
thought there would have been more 
comments in the paper.

Chairman Henning let the board 
know that he attended the City of 
Kingman meeting last Thursday and 
discussed the bypass.

Minutes from the 
Kingman County 

Commission Meeting

(Conitnued on page 12)

KSHSAA to Honor 
Veterans and Active 
Military with Free 

Admission to Sectional 
Football Games

TOPEKA, Kan. – The students in 
the member schools of the Kansas State 
High School Activities Association 
benefit from the privilege of partici-
pating in high school activities. This 
is possible due to the result of the hard 
work and sacrifice of many, including 
those who defend our freedom through 
military service. In honor of those 
veterans and active military men and 
women, the KSHSAA is pleased to 
provide complimentary admission to 
all Sectional Championship football 
games to be played on November 9th 
and 10th. Active military, veterans, and 
one guest are invited to watch Kansas 
student-athletes participating in playoff 
football at no charge.

“This is just one small way we can 
say ‘thank you’ and help recognize 
those in communities around the state 
at one of our biggest community events 
- playoff football,” said Bill Faflick. 
“Our goal is to honor those who are 
serving and those who have served, 
recognizing we can never fully repay 
the sacrifice made by those who protect 
our country and our freedom.”

Sectional football may take place 
either Thursday or Friday based on 
facility availability. Host schools may 
also honor veterans/active military in 
other ways on gameday.

Any active military or veteran and 
one guest will be admitted free of 
charge, simply by showing their driv-
er’s license, which has a seal indicating 
the person is a veteran and signifying 
service. If the individual has not re-
newed their license in the last couple 
of years, a veteran ID card or any proof 
of identification is acceptable.
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Meanderings

Dear Readers,
I’m terrible about 

quoting with any degree 
of accuracy song lyrics 
and poems or notable 
lines from books, plays 
and movies.  So I find it 
remarkable that ditties or 
nursery rhymes I learned 
before I was taught to 
read roll off my tongue 
flawlessly and with ease.  
And I never botch up the 
two I use most frequently:

“Find a penny pick it 
up.  All day long you’ll 
have good luck.” 

And
“Red sky at night, 

Sailor’s delight.  Red 
sky in morning, Sailor’s 
warning.”

Apparently both are 
variations of adages that 
go WAY back.   Our B.C. 
ancestors who believed 
all metals were gifts from 
the Gods are most often 
credited with the ori-
gin of the first while the 
Bible (Mathew 16: 2-3) 
is commonly accepted as 
the source for the second, 
though I am unable to 
find any translation that 
includes any references 
to mariners.  

Some folklorists and 
historians argue that there 
is a clear difference be-

tween these two rhymes 
with first being  baseless 
(and harmless) supersti-
tion, while the second is 
meteorological wisdom 
based on the observations 
of the shepherds who 
lived in ancient times, 
later adapted by farming 
cultures.  

Though I have no rec-
ollection who taught me 
either of these couplets, 
I remember adults using 
or prompting me with 
these rhymes to draw my 
attention to coins discov-
ered on the ground and 
colors painted across the 
sky.  The first phrase was 
used to foster grateful-
ness while discouraging 
laziness—whether it was 

a dime, nickel, or penny, 
it was worth the effort 
to pick up.  And “found 
money” was good fortune 
so no matter what trans-
pired throughout the rest 
day, one had reason that 
day to be THANKFUL.

As for the weather 
wisdom, I recall this 
most often used to en-
courage my appreciation 
of brilliantly crimson 
red sunsets and to relish 
Mother Nature’s displays.  
Western KS makes few 
lists lauding sites of natu-
ral beauty, but those who 
live there (or were raised 
there) can attest that mag-
nificent skies are always 
on view, if you just look 
up.  However, the western 

side of our state  cannot 
claim a monopoly on 
vibrant sunsets (or sun-
rises.)  In the Flint Hills 
for example, the tradeoff 
for the minutes shaved 
off the Golden Hour by 
Autumn has been de-
lightful dusk skies hued 
in shimmering reds and 
pinks.

Now that I think about 
it, I have only seen fore-
boding red A.M. skies 
twice in my life: in the 
winter of 1999 before a 
Nor’easter (also known 
as the “Blizzard of ‘96” 
which dumped over 
30 inches of snow on 
Philadelphia) and in the 
fall of 2012, right be-
fore Hurricane Sandy 

came ashore.  And in my 
mind’s eye, the sky, or the 
little piece of it I could 
see those mornings, was a 
sick Pepto-Bismolish hue 
until a darkness spread 
across the firmament like 
spilled ink.  These days as 
I sail KS roadways, I keep 
a watch for approaching 
storms.  I need a new 
rhyme though.  I don’t 
look for red.  It’s greens 
and yellows I worry 
about because morning or 
night, we all know what 
THOSE colors mean.  

 	 U n t i l  n e x t 
week—keep your eyes 
on the stars and your back 
to the wind.

Tallgrass and 
Tumbleweeds
by Gaille Pike

A Time for 
Giving

Jackie Mundt, Pratt 
County  fa rmer  and 
rancher

“For everything there 
is a season, and a time 
to every purpose under 
heaven ….” Some recog-
nize this phrase from the 
book of Ecclesiastes in 

the Bible and others 
know it from the popular 
1960s song by the Byrds.

November is a sea-
son of Thanksgiving. 
Practicing gratitude and 
taking stock of all the 
blessings we have to be 
grateful for is the quick-
est and easiest way to 
actually become happier.

Gratitude was en-
grained early in our 
household. My parents 
are volunteer firefight-
ers; my mom is an EMT. 
I  grew up watching 
them sacrifice time in 

their lives by leaving 
the dinner table, basket-
ball games, in the mid-
dle of the night or even 
from church to go save 
lives. Mom never shared 
names, but she often told 
us to be thankful because 
she saw inside the homes 
of kids we knew who 
didn’t have beds to sleep 
in or other things we took 
for granted.

When you start count-
ing blessing, it’s like 
gathering a shirt from 
your closet or pictures of 
loved ones; seeing things 
in one place makes me re-
alize how abundant good 
things are in my life. For 
me that richness makes it 
incredibly obvious I have 
an obligation to be giving 
and share that abundance 
with others. 

My church is current-
ly in a season focused 
on giving and generosity 
in all areas of our lives. 
Giving and church in the 
same sentence probably 
leads you to expect a con-
versation about money 
and our pastor makes 

jokes each week about 
how disappointed we 
all will be to learn he’s 
not going to talk about 
money. Generosity is so 
much bigger than mak-
ing financial contribu-
tions; it is the attitude of 
giving without expect-
ing anything in return. 
Hospitality, volunteering, 
teaching, caring and sac-
rificing are some of the 
actions that come from 
generosity.

Years ago as an FFA 
member, I stayed with 
host families while trav-
eling throughout the 
state. Stepping into the 
homes and lives of fami-
lies was eye opening and 
humbling. I stayed in 
fancy houses and meager 
ones where my moth-
er’s words about people 
who had less echoed in 
my mind. Customs and 
norms were different 
in each home but they 
all invited me into their 
lives and gave what they 
could to make me feel 
comfortable.

My most vivid memo-

ries of these stays were 
the kitchen tables. We 
often talked far too late 
into the evening or shared 
an early breakfast with 
the families filled with 
stories and learning 
about each other. People 
opened their homes and 
lives to make me feel 
welcome. I am still grate-
ful for their kindness two 
decades later.

Most people will nev-
er have a host family ex-
perience because they are 
uncomfortable; instead 
of the hassle of inviting 
our neighbors over for 
dinner we meet at restau-
rants. Money is given in-
stead of time because it is 
more convenient. There 
is nothing wrong with 
any of these things, but I 
worry that we are letting 
too many opportunities 
slip away where a greater 
connection and impact 
would come from us giv-
ing more of ourselves.

As you practice grati-
tude this month, look for 
opportunities to turn your 
thankfulness into giving 

that brings you closer 
to others. Instead of just 
thanking a veteran, learn 
about their experiences or 
find a way to show them 
a kindness. If you partici-
pate in Giving Tuesday, 
spread awareness by tell 
others why the charity is 
close to your heart. When 
you gather the family 
around the Thanksgiving 
table, find a way to give 
to something you all care 
about together.

This is a time to be 
grateful, and a time to 
give of yourself.

“Insight” is a weekly 
column published by 
Kansas Farm Bureau, the 
state’s largest farm orga-
nization whose mission is 
to strengthen agriculture 
and the lives of Kansans 
through advocacy, educa-
tion and service. 

Copyright © 2023 
Kansas Farm Bureau, All 
rights reserved.

News from Kansas 
Farm Bureau
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I have heard from sev-
eral readers about my col-
umn on the ridiculously 
wealthy. It seems I am not 
the only one disgusted 
by these few individuals 
hoarding money....so..

Meander ing back 
through thoughts from a 
couple of weeks ago… I 
had written that I’d talk 
about wealthy people 
who gave away their 
money.  And so I will 
touch on a handful of 
these folks. 

MacKenzie Scott, for-
mer wife of Amazon’s 
Jeff Bezos, is worth an 
estimated $37 billion 
dollars. She is one of 
the wealthiest women in 
the world and the most 
influential. 

She maintained 4% 
shares in Amazon after 
her divorce from Bezos. 
She vowed to give away 
money until the ‘safe 
is empty.’ She has cur-
rently given away al-
most $14.5 billion. She 
gives to many programs 
in the U.S. and abroad. 
Programs that support 
Black colleges, domes-
tic violence, LGBTQ+,  
small nonprofits and so-

cial justice groups as 
well as the Girl Scouts 
and Planned Parenthood. 
Over 1600 organizations 
have benefited from her 
generosity. 

I  read  an  a r t ic le 
about her recently in 
CBS’s Money Watch. 
MacKenzie Scott wants 
the focus of her dona-
tions to be on the chari-
ties, not on her or her 
wealth. But get this, she 
can’t seem to get rid of 
all her money “thanks to 
Amazon’s climbing stock 
price, it (her wealth) has 
only grown since she di-
vorced Amazon founder 
Jeff Bezos in 2019 and 
walked away with a 4% 
stake in the company. She 
can't give away as fast as 
she makes it. 

Ms. Scott and I need 
to sit down and have a 
chat. She has some of 
the same concerns as I do 
as she recently “blasted 
the wealth gap that she 
said has placed ‘dispro-
portionate wealth’ into a 
‘small number of hands.’ 
I want to just say to her, 
“Amen, sister!” 

Oh, her ex gives away 
some of his billions ( his 
worth is set at 167 bil-
lion) as well; but she has 
given away five times 
what he has. AND, even 
better, she just gives her 
money away…no stipu-
lations, no strings at-
tached. It’s just money to 
be used by the charities 
she supports in her phil-
anthropic giving. 

Whatever she can’t 

give away in this lifetime, 
will be disbursed in her 
will. I like this woman. 
A lot. 

**
Jon Bon Jovi (net 

worth $410 million)
Although not a bil-

lionaire, he is a philan-
thropist. He has been 
involved in these chari-
ties: Special Olympics, 
American Red Cross, 
Habitat for Humanity, 
P r o j e c t  H . O . M . E , 
C o v e n a n t  H o u s e , 
“Everybody Hurts,” the 
Elizabeth Glaser Pediatric 
AIDS Foundation, and 
The Jon Bon Jovi Soul 
Foundation.

Jon Bon Jovi Soul 
Foundation helps ad-
dress homelessness in the 
United States. It supports 
many non-profits: soup 
kitchens and homeless 
shelters, as well as donat-
ing to help build homes 
for homeless people. This 
man means business as I 
have seen photos of Bon 
Jovi scrubbing pots and 
pans in soup kitchens. 

**
Taylor Swift. ($1.1 

billion net worth)
This young lady (she’s 

33 years old) was just 
recently given billionaire 
status. She’s something 
else, Ms. Swift is. She’s 
been giving money away 
for years. To libraries and 
schools, animal foun-
dations, sexual assault 
foundations, food banks, 
and emergency funds 
after natural disasters. 
Even her fans know her 

generosity as she has 
given them money to buy 
service dogs, to have sur-
geries, and to pay off stu-
dent loans. She even sent 
stimulus checks to some 
of her fans during the 
fiasco that was COVID. 

It seems that some-
times she reads a story 
in a newspaper and acts 
on it; sending money to 
the person who is in need. 

AND She recently 
gave $100,000 thank you 
gifts to her tour crew. 

And from the Country 
Music Hall of Fame 
site: The Taylor Swift 
Education Center is lo-
cated within the muse-
um’s galleries. The two-
story, 7,500-square-foot 
center opened in 2013 
and was made possible 
through a generous do-
nation from Swift to the 
museum’s capital cam-
paign, which doubled 
the size of the nonprofit 
cultural organization. 
The education center in-
cludes classrooms, youth 
art installations, interac-
tive galleries and learn-
ing labs with resources to 
facilitate distance learn-
ing and songwriting pro-
grams. In 2022, more 
than 134,000 people were 
served through more than 
1,100 educational pro-
grams offered by the mu-
seum — many of which 
originated in the Taylor 
Swift Education Center.

She is a huge pro-
ponent for voting. She 
recently urged her fans 
to get registered to hear 

their voices heard.  About 
13,000 voters registered 
in the first 30 minutes.

 We will be hearing 
great things from her in 
the years to come. 

**
Dolly Parton. ($650 

million net worth)
Ms. Parton, who be-

lieves strongly in edu-
cation, grew up in pov-
erty in Sevier County, 
Tennessee, and her home 
county and state are fre-
quently the beneficiaries 
of her generosity. 

Education really is 
her thing, as she gives 
generously to bands and 
local music programs for 
youth. 

In the 1990’s she start-
ed a Buddy Program for 
7th and 8th graders. Ms. 
Parton met personally 
with the students and ex-
plained the program.  The 
students to pair up. They 
then had to sign a con-
tract specifying that they 
would support each other 
and do everything they 
could to help each other 
graduate.   If both they 
and their partner gradu-
ated high school, Parton 
would hand each of them 
a check for $500. The 
dropout rate in Sevier 
County went from 30% 
to 6%. 

And then there is 
Dollywood. A theme 
park, yes, but it is also 
a employer for the many 
residents of the area. The 
employees who wish to 
attend college will have 
their tuition paid by the 

employer. They will also 
cover the cost of books 
and other miscellaneous 
fees. 

H e r  I m a g i n a t i o n 
Library sends books to 
children registered in the 
program. They get their 
first book when they are 
born, and then they get 
one book a month until 
they go to school. This is 
an INTERNATIONAL 
endeavor. Other coun-
tries who benefit from 
the book give-away are 
Canada, Australia and 
the United Kingdom. She 
has given away over one 
hundred million books. 

She donates to medical 
facilities, hospitals, and 
universities. And there 
was that $1,000,000,000 
she donated to COVID 
vaccine research. 

Like the other phi-
lanthropists here, her 
charitable acts are too 
numerous to list. She’s 
an amazing person. 

It is too bad that more 
of those hoarding their 
wealth, can't find it in 
their greedy hearts to 
give generously to help 
out folks in need. Lifting 
people and children out 
of poverty....what a noble 
cause. 

Always reading, 
(just not yet with new 

spectacles)
and currently reading,
"The Guest List" 
by Lisa Foley,
Roberta
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Community Bulletin Board

Wednesday, 
November 22

Thanksgiving break 
No School

C u n n i n g h a m  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y 
M o n . ,  W e d . ,  F r i . 
2 : 0 0  -  6 : 0 0  p . m . 

T u e s . ,  T h u r s . ,  S a t . 
9 : 0 0  -  1 1 : 3 0  a . m .      

C l o s e d  f o r  H o l i d a y s
2 9 8 - 3 1 6 3 

Zenda 
Public Librar y

Monday
8:30 a.m.- 12:30 p.m.

Thursday:
4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Saturday:
8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

620-243-5791

K i n g m a n 
C a r n e g i e  L i b r a r y 

Mon. & Tues.  10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Wed. : 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

Thurs. : 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Fri. : 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.
Sat. : 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

620-532-3061

P r a t t  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y 
Mon. - Thurs. 

10:00 - 7:00
Friday: 10:00 - 6:00

Saturday: 10:00 - 2:00
Closed on Sundays
(620) 672-3041

Libraries 

Kingman  H i s tor i c  Theat re
2 3 7  N .  M a i n  i n  K i n g m a n

 ( 6 2 0 )  5 3 2 - 1 2 5 3        
   h t t p : / / w w w . k i n g m a n t h e a t r e . o r g /

A l l  S e a t s  $ 3 . 0 0
( c a s h  o r  l o c a l  c h e c k  o n l y )

S h o w t i m e s :
F r i d a y  a n d  S a t u r d a y 

a t  7 : 3 0
S u n d a y  a t  5 : 3 0 

Thank YOU for 
supporting YOUR Kingman 

Historic Theatre.

Saturday, November 11
4:00 p.m.
HS Play

***
School Tour open 

to the Public

B-29 Museum
is open on Sundays from 2:00 to 4:00 pm

Pratt Army Airfield – 82 Curran Road
Visit them on Facebook at www.prairie-

bombers.org for more information. If you would 
like to visit the museum at another time call 

672-8321,
 672-2444 or 620-797-2919 to 
schedule an appointment!

Thursday, 
November 23  

Thanksgiving Day

Friday, November 10
HS FB 6 Man Sectional 

Monday, November 13
JH BB at Argonia

Friday, November 17 
HS FB 6-Man Sub-State

Monday November 20
K-2 Field Trip to 
Exploration Place

***
JH BB vs Chase 

at HOME

November 10-12

After Death
Rated PG-13

Sunday, November 12
12:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Tour of school open 

to the Public

Kingman  H i s tor i c  Theat re
November 16
WINGER 

LIVE
 at Kingman Historic Theatre

 with 

The Other Guys Band

Thursday, November 9
HS FB 6-Man 
bracket play

***
CPL - Bob Ross Floral 

Painting Class 

Tuesday, November 21
Lions Club meets

Sunday, November 19
5:30

Community 
Thanksgiving Service 

St. John Lutheran Church
Nashville, KS

Chicken Noodle Dinner
Sunday,November 12
 11:30 AM -1:30 PM

Sponsored by Dorcas Society
Freewill offering

Also Craft and Bake Sale
Everyone invited!

It’s once again time for the annual Penalosa UWF Soup 
Tasting Event, November 11th, from 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. at the 
Penalosa Community Building. You’re 
invited to sample a variety of  different 
homemade soups, and vote for your 
favorite. Sandwiches and homemade 
desserts will also be served. The cost is 
a free will donation, which will be used 
to support several local organizations, 
including the Hands of Hope, KAMI food bank, Kingman Core 
Group, and the Angel Tree. Items for our children’s Shoebox 
ministry will also be collected at this time. Come with a hearty 
appetite! All Veterans will receive a small gift, thanking them 
for their service.

Soup-Tasting Event at Penalosa

                            

 

 

 

    

1st Anniversary Sale         

 
Raccoon Quilt Shop 

In downtown Harper, Kansas 

All fat quarters priced just 
$2.00  each all the month of 

November.  

Other sale items will be 
added during November. 

W,T,F = 10 to 5 p.m. 

Saturday = 10 to 2 p.m. 

 

 

4C Raffle Tickets for Sale
Want a chance to win a new vehicle? 

For a $10.00 Raffle ticket your name could 
be drawn to win a new Ford Bronco or Kia 

Telluride by Rusty Eck Ford. 
Four other winners will win $1,000 in cash 

from Rusty Eck Ford. 
Tickets can be purchased at 4C Child Care 

Center or from a 4C board member. 

Cunningham 
Native Named 

Partner in 
Hays Wealth 
Management 

Company
W e r t h  W e a l t h 

Management has an-
nounced that Cunningham 
native Cheri Dorzweiler 
(Strohl) will join current 
partners Tim Werth and 
Jeff Dinkel as a partner 
at the Hays, KS based 
company. 

Dorzweiler has been 
with the firm for over 
20 years, starting her ca-
reer during her junior 
year at Fort Hays State 
University. She gradu-
ated in 2003 with hon-
ors (Magna Cum Laude) 
from FHSU with degrees 
in finance and accounting. 

D o r z w e i l e r  w a s 
born and raised near 
Cunningham and resides 
in Catharine, along with 
her husband, Heath, and 
their children Tate and 
Shelby.

W e r t h  W e a l t h 
Management is located at 
1200 Main St., 6th Floor, 
Hays, KS 67601.

Securit ies offered 
through Raymond James 
Financ ia l  Se rv ices , 
Inc., Member FINRA/
SIPC. Investment ad-
visory services offered 
through Raymond James 
F i n a n c i a l  S e r v i c e s 
Advisors, Inc. Werth 
Wealth Management is 
not a registered broker/
dealer and is indepen-
dent of Raymond James 
Financial Services. 

“After all, a woman didn't leave 
much behind in the world to show 

she'd been there. Even the chil-
dren she bore and raised got their 

father's name. But her 
quilts, now that was some-
thing she could pass on.”

― Sandra Dallas

“Whisky, 
gambling and 

Ferraris are better 
than housework.”

― Françoise 
Sagan

“I spent half my 
money on gambling, 
alcohol  and wild 
women. The other 
half I wasted.”

― WC Fields
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- WANTED - 
Old Photos for Old Photos for Our Community Our Community 

Album  Album  
Call  (620) 298-2659 or email Call  (620) 298-2659 or email 

cunninghamcourier@embarqmail.cunninghamcourier@embarqmail.
com com or send to 320 North Stadium or send to 320 North Stadium 

Street, Cunningham, KS 67035Street, Cunningham, KS 67035

(620) 298-5291 or (800) 536-5291
www.fitzsimmonsinsks.com

Leann@fitzsimmonsinsuranceks.com
FitzSimmons Insurance Agency, Inc. is an independent insurance agency 

and an equal opportunity provider

Museum Hours
Tuesdays, Thursdays, 

and Saturdays
9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

or contact 
Angie Mertens at 620-532-4354 or 

Alan Albers at 620-298-2725 or 
Mike McGovney at 620-770-9503

(Volunteers Needed 
at the museum)

1948
November 12– Plans for the new Cunningham 

Grade School building have been completed and the 
contracts for construction are open for bidding. 

Dorothy McGeorge of Cunningham, is now in 
Japan, where she is doing secretarial work for the 
United States Army of Occupation.

1953
November 13 –New Dry Cleaning Plant in 

Cunningham – The Ace Cleaners, under the operation 
and managment of Mr. and Mrs. Bert Anderson of 
Pratt, will be open for business, Saturday, November 
14, in the building located just west of Patton’s Service 
Station in Cunningham. 

Final statistics on the Wildcats baseball team this 
year reveal that Billy DeWeese led the Cunningham 
batters with at batting average of .421, including one 
home and one triple. Other boys who posted “over 
three hundred” batting averages were Walter Becker 
with .389, and Fred Adelhardt with .333. Kenneth 
Meyers and Walter Becker, pitchers for the team this 
year, posted admirable records. Meyers won five 
games and lost one, while Becker hurled two wins 
against no defeats.

1958
November 13 – Cunningham is soon to have a 

new co-op elevator. A stockholder’s meeting of the 
Cairo Co-op Equity Exchange members last Friday 
approved the proposal to build a 250,000 bushel ca-
pacity elevator here, operating it as a branch of the 
Cairo Co-op. 

Cairo Co-op Manager Art Baker states the elevator, 
office building, scales, etc. will cost about $180,000. 

A Cunningham Rural High School boy running his 
second cross-country-run in competition won third 
place in the State Class B Cross-County Run at Topeka 
last Saturday. Jack Baber finished behind Delbert 
Franz of Walton, and Ron Nicholson of Maize, in 
the two-mile run over the Topeka Country Club Golf 
Course. Jack qualified for the state meet by placing 
third in the district meet in Wichita two weeks ago. 
This is the first time the local high school ever had an 
entry in the cross-country run.

1957
November 14 – The Junior Class of Cunningham 

Rural High School, will present the three-act com-
edy, “No Boys Allowed” in the High School Gym-
Auditorium tomorrow night, Friday, Nov. 15. 

Curtain time is 7:30 o’clock. The cast of charac-
ters includes Bob Witt, Margie Jarmer, Carol Strohl, 
Marleen Cooley, Jerry Schnittker, Charles Dafforn, 
Gail Nelson, Diana Spade, Jeanne Lackey, Karen 
Mertens, Ervin Huslig, Alvin Penka, Don Kitson, 
and Ruth Brady. 

Entertainment will be provided between acts. 
Admission prices are adults 50c, and students 35c.

1968
November 14, – Harold (P.D.) Bayer and Hollis 

Lackey were crowned “Football King and Queen 
of 1968” of Cunningham High School at the annual 
homecoming football game halftime ceremonies here 
last Friday night. A dance featuring the “Katz Meow,” 
was held in the school gym-auditorium following 
the football game. Members of this local musical ag-

gregation are Geronimo Kaster, Mike Cunningham, 
Phil Theis, Wayne Jarmer, Curtis Kitson, and 
Danny Theis. Alden proved to be a rude visitor at 
Cunningham’s homecoming football game, rolling 
over the Wildcats 46 to 12. This closed the football 
season for Cunningham with a record of two wins and 
seven losses. One Cunningham Wildcat was named 
to the Golden Plains League All-Star Football Team 
following the balloting of the coaches at a league 
meeting this week. He was Larry Lubbers, chosen 
a halfback for the defensive team. The Cunningham 
Santa Claus Committee met in the City Hall last 
Thursday evening and began plans to welcome Santa 
to town, Saturday afternoon, Dec. 14, according to 
Dean Cooley, General Chairman.

1978
November 9 – The Cunningham Wildcats dropped 

their final game of the season last Friday night to 
Lewis by the score of 41 to 8. Turnovers were costly 
for the Wildcats as you cannot give a team like Lewis 
the ball very often. 

Playing their final game for the Wildcats were 
Berry Bortz, Joe Strohl, Richard Cain, and Kevin 
Huffman. Berry had a very good final game. He played 
well defensively as he led us in tackles and assists 
and rushed for his first career touchdown. Joe Strohl 
who has been playing offensive end for the last three 
games, had six receptions for 86 yards.

Richard Cain did not play because of broken wrist. 
Kevin Huffman did not play but did attend the game 
after getting home from his successful back operation. 

The 1978 Fall Festivities for Cunningham High 
School were held on November 3. It was the last foot-
ball game of the season for the Wildcats. 

King Kevin Huffman crowned and presented the 
Queen, Karen Cornelius, with flowers. Other candi-
dates were Annette Freund, Joe Strohl; Karen Simon, 
Richard Cain; and Ronda Simon, Berry Bortz. 

Cunningham City Council held a routine meeting 
Oct. 30, with a review of a building permit; approval 
of game tables at Harold’s Place for the month of 
November; and reports. Monte rose said that Connie 
Morris, Kingman would like to give a First Aid course 
for the firemen and other interested citizens, and he 
will contact her for more information. 

Hilltop Happenings: Monday, Oct. 30, the Special 
Ed class had a singing program for the residents. They 
enjoyed it very much.

On Tuesday, Oct. 31, the Special Ed class put on a 
shadow show for the residents. Thank you. 

1983
November 10 – Eleven first graders at Cunningham 

Grade School wrote several small poems for 
Halloween. The student wrote these poems as a fun 
project. Some of these poems are: 

Rod Almond:
The cat sat on his hat   
and the bat flew over the moon.

Travis Deviney
The cat sat on a wall.    
 He scared the pumpkin off the wall.     
The bat was so fat he wished he was flat. 

Neil Campbell
The bat saw a zombie and         
the cat saw it too.    
They all said, “Boo! Boo! Boo!”

Jeremy Jarmer
The cat on a bat    
 flew over the mat.   
 The bat chased a cat 
who wished he was flat. 

Stacey Magnett
The black fat cat    
sat on a scarecrow’s hat.     
 Halloween night a fat cat sat on a wall and chased 

a pumpkin. 

Barbara Miller
The cat on Halloween was 
ugly creepy and mean. 

Jennifer Norrish
A cat chased a rat.   
The rat smashed his hat. 

Jeff Preisser
The witch chased a cat
He ran under the mat. 
The witch sat on the mat.
The cat was flat. 

Miranda Stout
The cat sat on a hat 
When the bat flew over the moon. 

Nikki Theis
A cat scared a bat. 
The bat flew away so
The cat chased a rat.

Kim Thimesch
The black cat was a
fat cat after all. 

Two Kayette members were chosen for the Kayette 
of the Month Award for October. They were Peggy 
Harbert and Kris Freund. 

To get this award, a member must have the most 
points for that month. A member gets points by work-
ing in the concession stand, going to church, and help-
ing out on the projects that are done by the Kayettes. 
Also the members must show leadership, a willingness 
to help when asked, and must have a good attitude 
toward their club and what they do. 

Main Street in Cunningham was littered with trash 
and old tires, and implements early Tuesday follow-
ing Halloween, but was soon cleaned up by boys of 
the local Kay Club. 

John and Jan Royston, Cunningham, announce the 
birth of a son, Garrett Chad, born November 8 at 6:45 
a.m. at Kingman Community Hospital. He weighed 
9 lbs. 7 oz. 

Grandparents are Bob and Dorothy Galvin, Pratt 
and June and John Royston, Uniontown. 

Great-grandparents are Pansy Galvin, Pratt, and 
Goldie Hockman, Uniontown. 

Mr. and Mrs. Scott Elliot, Goddard, announce the 
birth of a son, Jason Scott, born Nov. 4 at 7:15 p.m. 
at the St. Josephs’ Hospital in Wichita. He weighed 
8 lbs, 13 oz.

Grandparents are Mr. and Mrs. Venon Blasi, Wichita 
and Mr. and Mrs. Dwayne Elliot, Cunningham.

Great-grandparents are Mrs. Anna Blasi, Wichita, 
Mrs. Alma Whitmore, Cunningham, and Harrison 
Elliot, Pratt. 

YEARS AGO IN 

The Cunningham Clipper
W. A. Bradley / William Bradley 

YEARS AGO IN 

The Cunningham Clipper
Publisher: Charles G. Barnes
Editor: Kathleen Pakkebier
Reporter: Florine Kampling

Representative Payees 
Help You Manage Your 
Social Security  

Some people who re-
ceive monthly Social 
Security benefits  or 
Supplemental Security 
Income (SSI) payments 
may need help managing 
their money.  When we 
receive information that 

indicates you need help, 
we’ll work with you to 
find the most suitable 
representative payee to 
manage your benefits.  A 
representative payee is 
someone who receives 
your monthly benefit 
payment on your behalf 
and must use the money 
to pay for your current 
needs, including: 

•	 Food.
•	 Clothing. 
•	 Personal  care 

items.
•	 H o u s i n g  a n d 

utilities. 
•	 Medical and den-

tal expenses.
•	 Rehabilitation 

expenses (if you have a 
disability). 

If you need help man-
aging your benefits, tell 
a Social Security rep-
resentative that there is 
someone you want to be 
your representative pay-
ee.  Your representative 
payee should be someone 

you trust and see often, 
and who clearly under-
stands your needs.  Social 
service agencies, nursing 
homes, or other organiza-
tions are also qualified to 
be a representative payee.  
Ask them to contact us.  

You can write to us 
within 60 days of being 
assigned a representative 
payee if you don’t agree 
that you need one or if 
you want a different rep-
resentative payee. 

We also offer Advance 

Designation, which al-
lows you to designate 
someone to be your rep-
resentative payee in the 
future.  There may come 
a time when you can no 
longer make your own 
financial decisions.  You 
and your family will have 
peace of mind knowing 
that someone you trust 
may be appointed to man-
age your benefits for you. 

You can submit your 
Advance Designation 
request when you ap-

ply for benefits or after 
you are already receiving 
benefits.  You may do so 
through your personal my 
Social Security account at 
www.ssa.gov/myaccount 
or by calling and speak-
ing to a Social Security 
representative.

You can find more 
information at www.ssa.
gov/payee. 
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Giving Opportunities in our Community 
4C Day Care    Leave a donation with the Methodist Church.
West Kingman County Education Foundation
Use your Dillon's Card!      (to donte contact Janet DeWeese 620-298-2717)
Hands of Hope (contact any church) 
Cunningham Alumni Scholarship Fund 
(send checks to the West Kingman County Education Foundation)
Cunningham Community Center (leave donation at the bank)
Lions' Club (Money is being raised to dig a well in the village of  Kakindu, Kenya) 
Cunningham Museum (to donate contact Alan Albers or Mike McGovney)
Cunningham Public Library (to donate, contact Kerri Steffen)
Cunningham EMS (to donate, contact Monte Rose or Kathy Albers)

Catholic Churches
Sacred Heart, Cunningham   St. John, Zenda
Saturdays 5:30 p.m..      Sundays 8:30 a.m. 

St. Leo     St. Peter Willowdale
Sundays 10:00 a.m.     Saturdays 4:00 p.m.    

Father Roger Lumbre
620-243-5451
620-246-5370

Church of Christ
Penalosa
Sunday  11:00 a.m. 

First Christian Church  
Cunningham
Sunday School 9:30 am 
Morning Worship 10:45     
Sunday Evening Worship  6:00
Jr High Youth Group 4:00 pm Sunday
Sr High Youth Group 7:30 pm Sunday
Wednesday Prayer Service 7:00

Pastor Mike McGovney  620-298-3201

Lutheran Churches   
St. John, Nashville   Trinity, Medicine Lodge
620-246-5220   620- 886-3397 
Sunday School & Bible Class Sunday School & Bible Class
9:45 a.m.    9:15 a.m. 
Worship Service   Worship Service
8:30 a.m.    10:30 a.m. 

Our worship service is found on the YouTube channel at: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCrenCH12I9nmpcojCFyYLA

Pastor vacancy until further notice.

 United Methodist Church
Penalosa     Cunningham
Worship 9:15 a.m.    Worship 10:45 a.m.

Pastor Mathew Ndambuki Musyoki
620-298-2090

Zenda
Worship 9:00 a.m.  
Sunday School: Children 8:30 a.m.  Adults 10:00 a.m.

Pastor J L Nichols 
620-491-0680

Cunningham Hands of Hope, 
Inc.

Who:  A Not-for-Profit (501c3) organization providing 
assistance through donations and volunteers. 

Who we serve: Residents within the USD #332 school dis-
trict

What: Food 

When: First and Third Tuesday 2:00-5:00 p.m.
Where: 117 N Main (Old School Board Office)

Why: To provide food assistance to those in need.

How: Attend weekly distribution.  Adult of household must be 
present.

Do you need assistance outside distribution hours?
Please call 620-491-0292 and leave a message. Your call will be returned as 

soon as possible.This institution is an equal opportunity provider.

Where's My 
Kitchen?  

by Francy Judge
Fragments of “Clair 

de Lune” mingle with 
the steam of boiling noo-
dles. My quiet kitchen is 
transformed into a music 
classroom as Stephen, 
my oldest son, practices 
his keyboard and classi-
cal guitar in his favorite 
room of the house. The 
gentle notes transport 
me to the scene of a for-
eign movie. I sit on a 
wooden stool in a stone 
cottage and shell beans. 
Sunlight streams through 
the open window until a 
beep pierces the air . . . 
the fire alarm jolts me 
back to reality and I bang 
it off with a broom. His 
steak is done.

The reality is that 
this is not my kitchen 
anymore.

I used to like eggs. 
Ever since my nineteen 
year old aimed to look like 
Arnold Schwarzenegger 
I’ve had to endure the 
smell of eight eggs boil-
ing every morning. Sulfur 
gases spiral through my 
nostrils as he peels the 
shells, leaves six yolks to 
roll around the plate and 
pops two in his mouth. 
Stephen devours eight 
egg whites, a bowl of oat-
meal, and a bowl of bran 
flakes, and I wonder if he 
is really my son.

I used to like being in 
the kitchen.

The heavenly scent of 
a cake rising, the com-
fort of sprinkling cinna-
mon on toast, the sizzling 
sound of chicken cutlets 
frying. My favorite scents 
have been replaced by 
the smoke from burning 
steak. Stephen doesn’t 
seem to mind that it’s 

ninety-three degrees out-
side and even hotter in the 
kitchen. He needs to eat 
and eat and eat.

I can’t help but ask 
him, “Why don’t you cut 
back to six eggs so a car-
ton will last two days?”

He looks at me like 
I’ve asked him what two 
plus two equals. “That’s 
not enough,” he answers 
while mixing his protein 
shake.

When I was his age, 
I was obsessive in the 
opposite way of count-
ing calories and eating 
only enough to keep from 
passing out. I can’t relate 
to the concept of wanting 
to gain weight.

“This is how it works,” 
he explains, “I need to eat 
a protein food every three 
hours and after work-
ing out to gain the most 
muscle mass.”

Two hours after his 

power breakfast  for 
champions, he’s in the 
kitchen. Again. Stephen 
bakes plain chicken and 
boils brown rice, over-
cooked rice that smells 
like popcorn. He con-
sumes a portion that 
could feed a poor family 
of eight. I want to tell 
him. Sometimes I do. 
He just shakes his head 
and says, “You don’t un-
derstand the science of 
body building.” And why 
should I?

I wonder if he’ll ever 
leave the kitchen.

Something must be 
wrong; I hide boxes of 
bran flakes. Stephen has 
his own box that he’ll 
gobble through in two 
days; mine will last two 
weeks if he doesn’t find it. 
I get mad when he steals 
my flakes. Backpedal 
one hundred or even fifty 
years: Moms wore aprons 
and served their sons 
hearty meals to grow 
strong. They didn’t say, 

“This is your grain, so 
stay away from mine.” 
Yes, something is wrong 
with our kitchen. (It’s 
supposed to be mine not 
a six foot tall non-stop 
eating musician’s.)

The kitchen does not 
look like my kitchen.

Dirty dishes and clut-
ter spread throughout the 
kitchen like gangrene. 
The shiny counters of the 
previous night are deco-
rated with used spoons, 
empty boxes, bowls of 
cemented oatmeal, crum-
pled paper towel balls, 
protein powder dust, egg 
shells, and even the skull 
of a pepper. Every cabi-
net stretches wide open 
to catch a breeze. The 
floor catches whatever 
rolled off the edge of the 
counter.

But was an empty 
kitchen a better kitchen?

When I’m not com-
plaining about the lack 
of counter space for two 
cooks, we talk, share 

our creative interests, 
our hopes and dreams, 
and share our beliefs and 
faith. I need to close my 
eyes, enjoy the chords of 
melody, and drift back 
to the days he cooed as 
I fed him oatmeal (that 
didn’t turn to cement.) 
When I open my eyes 
the anxiety of the kitchen 
chaos returns. I want my 
kitchen back.

So I try to remember 
priorities; the Mary and 
Martha lesson with a 
twist.

I’ve a healthy muscle-
bound lad who cooks, 
fills our home with music 
and loves God—more 
important than the trail 
left behind.

The kitchen has be-
come a good place to pray 
and learn…a little about 
myself, a little about 
my son, and a whole lot 
about patience, pride and 
protein.

Truth: I still want my 
kitchen back.

IS GOD ALIVE 
AND WORKING 
IN OUR WORLD?

The answer is a pro-
found YES!!  Come 
and experience what 
God is doing in Latin 
America and around 
the world.  Pastor, 
church planter, engi-
neer, and competitor in 
a half-Ironman, Cruz 
Paniagua will be speak-
ing at two churches – 

everyone is welcome 
to attend.  He is a dy-
namic speaker with a 
fascinating story, often 
referred to as a “mod-
ern-day Paul”.  He is a 
young Venezuelan who 
emigrated with his fam-
ily to Ecuador due to 
oppression in his home 
country.   

W h e n :    F r i d a y, 
November 10, 7:00 – 
8:30 pm at Cunningham 
Christian Church, 125 W 

1st. Cunningham
Saturday, November 

11 9:30 – noonish, fol-
lowed by lunch and fel-
lowship at Abbyville 
Community Church, 201 
W G, Abbyville

Hopefully one works 
for you to come and be 
blessed!  

For more information, 
contact Rhonda Stillwell 
620-200-3331.   
  

A Unique Opportunity – All Are Welcome

Humans Are 
Cute

Humans are cute.
You get strung out 

about the silliest things. 
You seem to enjoy mak-
ing life difficult on pur-
pose. Most of you cannot 
enjoy something until 
you abuse yourself long 
enough to "deserve" it. 

You launch yourself on 
an epic income journey 
that circles back right to 
where you could be at 
this very moment -- joy-
ful, peace of mind.

The peace and joy 
doesn't come from "win-
ning" the income game. 
The peace and joy arrives 
when you realize you al-
ready had peace and joy 
before you started the 
game.

So put on the mon-
key suit. Merge into the 
line of ants marching to 

work. Do the stupid and 
glorious tasks required. 
But don't dull your spirit. 
Inhabit your own peace 
and joy bubble right now.

Always.
If you can't do that 

at work, write an escape 
plan inside the bubble at 
home.

You have nothing to 
prove. You already "won" 
by being here. It's your 
game and it's your rules.

It's just easy to forget 
that little factoid.

But it sure is cute.

A Column by 
Mike Johnson

Free Bread & Baked Goods at the 
Cunningham Methodist Church  

2 to 5 p.m.
on

 Tuesdays
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Wildcats Earn Regional Title

Group holding District Champs and Regional Champs plaques. 
(Jennette Rogers photo)

2023 HOPL ALL LEAGUE 
VOLLEYBALL

 1st Team
Kierstin Adams, Sr., Norwich
Isabel Alexander, Sr., Attica

Kory Anschutz, Jr., Pratt-Skyline 
Belle Barnett, Jr., Hutchinson Central Christian

Joley Harbaugh, Sr., Pretty Prairie
Grace Hoffman, Jr., Pratt-Skyline 

Braylin Kelly, Sr., Norwich
Zoie Redgate, Jr., Attica 

Taylor Schultz, Sr., Cunningham 
Erin Schwertfeger, Sr., Fairfield

Brooklyn Sheetz, Sr., Norwich 
Chloe Traffas, Jr., Attica 

Kayleigh Vogl, Fr., Pretty Prairie 

Honorable Mention
Jauzalynn Blanton, Sr., Stafford

Ava Dark, Sr., Attica
Leah Detter, Sr., Pretty Prairie

Autumn Drake, Sr., South Barber
Rhylee Haskins, Jr., Fairfield

Natalie Jensen, Sr.,  Hutchinson Central Christian
Maranda Lohrke, Sr., Cunningham 

Malloree Matlack, Sr.,  Burrton
Jessa Losew, Soph.,  Hutchinson 

Central Christian
Addie Pauly, Sr., Norwich

The Wildcats hosted 
Centre for the Regional 
round of 6-man football 
on Friday, November the 
3rd. After a first round 
bye gave them a two-
week break, the Cats 
were hungry to hit some-
one other than them-
selves. According to one 
freshman, “It was way 
better than Trent hitting 
me.”

The Cats lost the 
toss, kicking off to start 
the game. The Cougars 
turned the ball over on 
downs just past mid field. 

Wildcat offense went 
into high gear, scoring 
after just 4 plays.  Will 
connected with Luke 
Albers for 10 yards. Luke 
McGuire ran for 21 yards 
and then Will finished the 
drive with a 3 yard pass 
to Luke McGuire. Three 
for three passing to open 
the game is a great way to 
start the playoffs. Dagim 
put the PAT kick through 
for an 8-0 lead. 

As stingy as the home 
defense was on the first 
series, they were more 

so on series two. The 
Cougars went backwards 
on 3 plays. Jack got a 
tackle for loss and Jack 
and Trent pounded the 
runner for a no gain. The 
Cougars had to punt. 

Wildcat offense re-
sponded with a 1 play 
drive. The line opened a 
huge hole, and Jack put 
a move on the only pos-
sible tackler as he ripped 
off a 20 yard TD run.  
Dagim was good for the 
kick. Cats up 16-0 on 4 
offensive plays. 

The Wildcats were 
gaining steam as the 
Cougars lost ground on 
offense again and punt-
ed on 4th down. Will 
Wegerer completed a 44 
yard pass to Luke Albers 
for a TD on a short 2 play 
series. Cats up 22 to 0.  

Albers picked off the 
first down pass from the 
Cougars and ran it in for 
a TD, then Dagim nailed 
the extra points kick for 
a 30-0 lead. The Cat de-
fense stonewalled again 
for a 3 downs and punt 
series, quickly putting 

more points on the board 
on a Luke McGuire 32 
yard TD run. 36-0 for the 
home team. 

Stephen, Jack, and 
Dylan teamed up for 
a tackle for loss with 
the Defense back on the 
field. The Cougars de-
cided to not punt on the 
next series and turned the 
ball over on downs. Jack 
answered with a 20 yard 
TD run. It looked like he 
was searching for some-
one to hit on his way to 
the end zone, but could 
find no one. Dagim was 
good for the kick. 44-0 
Cats. 

Just when it looked 
like the reserves would 
run some offense, Trent 
blocked the punt and 
Dagim scooped up the 
ball for a TD. Dagim got 
the extra points kick for 
a 52 point lead. 

The Cougars moved 
the ball a little on the next 
series. Layne and Skyler 
got a tackle for loss. 
Dylan, Dagim, and Trent 
combined for another 
one. With the Cougars on 

4th down with their best 
field position of the game 
they decided to throw 
a deep pass. Stephen 
Kerschen picked the ball 
and rumbled 62 yards 
for the defensive score. 
There was an absolute 
convoy of blockers who 
found very little opposi-
tion.  Dagim kicked the 
extra points. 60-0. 

The defense held 
again to get the ball back. 
Despite a penalty, the 
Cats scored on just 5 
plays. Layne scored on 
a 23 yard run.  Cats up 
66-0. 

The Cougars could 
not move the ball on 
their last series. The half, 
and the game, ended on 
the mercy rule as the 
Wildcats kneeled the 
ball and claimed their 
Regional plaque. 

Next up: Sectional 
championship contest 
host ing the Pawnee 
H e i g h t s  T i g e r s  a t 
Cunningham on Friday, 
November 10, 7:00. 

-by Coach McGuire

Seniors Luke McGuire and Jack Ruckle 
(Renee Ruckle photo)

Clockwise from upper far left: 
Payton King on defense 

Dagim Reed kicking
Offensive Team

The last photo here on the left is either Layne Green or 
Stephen Kerschen (the editor can't 

read the number very well.) 



The Cunningham CourierThe Cunningham Courier     Serving Cunningham and   	             Thursday, November 9, 2023  
									         Surrounding Communities					      page  7

Ellie McGuire

Kyra Morgan

Spotlight on Our Cross Country Team!!Spotlight on Our Cross Country Team!!

Skyland Grain, LLC
Connecting Our Producers To The World

For all of your Grain, Cotton, 
Agronomy and Fuel needs!

www.skylandgrain.com
620-492-6210

Marla and Monte Rose
Supporting U.S.D. 332

Go Wildcats!

Cheri & Heath Dorzweiler

FOXTROT INN
214 E. Fourth

Cunningham, Ks. 
620-213-0810

See us on 
AirBnB.com or VRBO.com.

Conrardy Seeds
Custom Seed Cleaning

7 6 8 1  S W  8 0  Av e      K i n g m a n ,  K S 
(620) 532-5508

“Good luck to the athletes, students and staff at 
Cunningham Schools”

Janet Sterneker
Marcy Allbritten
Janet DeWeese
Leroy Panek
Carol Freund
Louise Armstrong
Johnna Freund
Jane Meyers
Joan Thimesch
MaryAnn Ruckle

Mary and Steve Albers
Martha & Ron Albers
Judith Huffman & 	
                  John Williams
Linda and Ken Kerschen
Linda and Kelly Phillps
Rogene & Wayne Jarmer
Amy & Lance McGuire
Nancy & Stan Weglarz

Terri & Kenny Simon
CC & Joe Sterneker
Diana & Gary Wegerer
Pam & Doug Liebl
Kristin & Kevin Wegerer 
Liz & Steve Miller
Kathy & Alan Albers
Mary & Bob Stackhouse
Kathy & Doug Griffis

Jody & Bill Thome
Judy & Scott DeWeese
Gwen & Mark Betzen
Molly Morgan  & Family  
Shawna & Tom Sterneker
Jeanette & Bob Kerschen
Helen & Chuck Holcomb
Eilene & Jack Crick
Lois & Don Becker
Bill and Deanna Parker

Thank You to our Spotlight Sponsors... Thank You to our Spotlight Sponsors... 

Support Our Spotlight Advertisers! Support Our Spotlight Advertisers! 

Ethan Kostner, Myles Thimesch,
Ada Adams, Jack Hardin, 
Sean Kostner, Will Halderson
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Upcoming Auctions
 Sat. November 11, 2023 – 9:30 AM

80509 NE 100th Ave Preston, 
KS – (1 Mile N of Preston)

Nov. 13th  1:30 p.m. 
Irrigated Land Auction

152+/- Acres of Kiowa Co Land 
Hamm Auction Center 1:30pm

For more information and a com-
plete list of auctions, see our web-
site at www.hammauction.com  
107 NE State Road 61,  Pratt, Kansas, 67124

620-672-6996

Hats Off to Cunningham's Musicians



The Cunningham CourierThe Cunningham Courier     Serving Cunningham and   		  Thursday, November 9, 2023 
									         Surrounding Communities					      page  9

Happy Thanksgiving, Everyone!

1

2
3 4 5 6 7 8

9
10

11

12
1415

1617

1819

20

2122

2324

2526

2728

2930

31

3233
3435

3637

3839

4041

4243

44

4546

47 48 49 50 51 52
53

13

  Ooooo...cranberry 
bread pudding,
cheesecake, and
walnut cookies.
  Connect the dots
to see my favorite
“ending to the feast.”

     We travel ‘Over the River and 
through the Woods’ to places 
where ‘We Gather Together’ to 
give thanks for our family,  
friends and all that we have!

  The End 
of the Feast!

  Psssst...
this year,
think tofu 
or beef!

Read these clues to fill in this
puzzle about Thanksgiving:

     Our Thanksgiving holiday 
is based upon a December 1619
feast that the Pilgrims and 
Native Americans shared at 
Plymouth Plantation, where the 
Pilgrims lived in Massachusetts.

Mayflo
wer Compact

Americans1. about half of these people moved to Holland, then to North America
    so they could build a better life and worship as they pleased
2. Native ______ taught the Pilgrims skills they would need to survive 
3. Native American who lived with the Pilgrims
4. number of Native Americans who came to the Pilgrims’ feast
5. stone that marks the Pilgrims’ landing place (2 words)
6. an agreement signed by the men to set up a new government (2 words)
7. Pilgrims’ ship, sailed 66 days and nights to America
8. “wildfowl” was eaten at the Thanksgving feast – 
    today the centerpiece is often this large bird 
9. the first Native American to welcome the Pilgrims
10. to say or show that we are pleased, grateful
11. big games played today
12. on an early check of the land (Cape Cod) Pilgrims found 
      baskets of this buried in the sand in Native American fields

Pilgrims

Samoset

Squanto

thanks

football

corn

ninety-one

Plymouth Rock

Mayflower

turkey
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     They had
cabbages, 
carrots, corn,
onions, wild
plums, berries,     
and honey too.

   The Pilgrims 
ate turkey, fish 
and venison.

O
O O O O

O
O

O
O

O

O
O O O O

O
O
O
OOOOO

O O O O O O O O
O
O
O
O
O
O

O
O
O
O
O
O
O

O
O
O
O

O
O
O
O

OO

O

O
O
O

O
O
O

O
O
O
O
O
O
O

O
O
O
O
O
O
O

O
O
O
O
O
O
O

O
O
O
O
O
O
O

O
O
O
O
O
O
O

O

O
O

O
O
O

O
O

O
O
O O O O OO O OO O O O OO OO

O O OO OO

OOO

OO

OO

O
O

O

O

O

O

O
OOO

O

OO
O

OO O O

O
O

B
B
B
B

B
B

B
BB B B B B B

B

B
B
B

B
B
B

B B
B
B
B B

B B
B
B

B
B
B
B
B B

B

B
B

B B

B B

B

B BB
B
B
B
B

B
B

B
B
B
B
B

B
B
B
B

OO OOO BB
O
O
O
O

OO

O

O
O
O

OOO

B
B

B
B

B B

O O O

O

O

O

O

O

O O O

O O O

O O

OO

O

O

O O
B B

B

B
B B

B

B
B B

B

B B
B

B B

B

B B B
B B

Run away...
      it’s:

Another 
Name!

  Do you remember the Thanksgiving 
picture that you made in first grade 
using the outlines of your hands?

 Umm...
yes, why?

Color Key:
O = orange
B = brown

watch

decorate

give
eat

visit

march

roast

celebrate

prepare

remember

walk

play

4. My cousins and uncles will gather 
    around the TV to ________ football.
5. When the game is over, we will _______
    Thanksgivings from years ago.
6. Then, we will go into the kitchen  
     to help ________ the food.
7. I will do my part to ________ the table and give it 
    holiday cheer.
8. Once everyone is seated, we’ll _______ thanks for all we have.
9. We will ________ a huge feast with turkey, cranberry sauce, 
     and mashed potatoes.
10. While we have our food we’ll ________ the holiday and family.
11. After dinner the family will go for a nice autumn 
                  ________ to get some fresh air.
                 12. Once our meals have settled down, everyone will 
                       gather outside to _________ a big family game of 
                       touch football.
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Dreaming of a Fun 
       Family Thanksgiving!

  I like the Thanksgiving
holiday because of 
all the family, fun,
football and feasting.
  I’m dreaming of a
wonderful celebration!
  

  Fill in this puzzle to get an idea of the perfect Thanksgiving Day for Forest!    

     Oh!  My empty 
stomach’s growling.

Growl!

1. I’ll wake up to Mom and Dad making stuffing and getting the turkey ready to __________.
2. Next, we will go into town to __________ in the parade.
3. When we get home, the whole family will have arrived and we will all __________.

FOOTBALL!

BALLOON PARADES!

FAMILY WALKS!
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Newspaper Fun!
www.readingclubfun.com

  
 

Annimills LLC © 2023 V43

 Kids: color
  stuff in!

We are marching in the Thanksgiving... ...parade and then having our feast!

(con't on page 10)

The Pratt  County 
commissioners met in 
regular session Monday, 
October 30, 2023, at 
2:00 p.m. in the com-
missioner room, 1st 
floor of the courthouse. 
The following members 
were present: Thomas W. 
Jones III, Rick Shriver, 
Dwight Adams, Tyson 
Eisenhauer, county coun-
selor, Lori Voss, county 
clerk and Mark Graber, 
IT director.

Heather Morgan, eco-
nomic development con-
sultant, reported about 
the KDOT local consult 
meeting process for re-
ceiving input for the next 
year’s projects. KDOT 
has to spend $10 million 
in each district. We are 

in region 5. There are 
6700 vehicles per day 
on Highway 54 between 
Pratt and Mullinville. 
There was representa-
tion from Pratt County. 
The Highway 54 bypass 
scored high. Kingman 
County was also in atten-
dance to extend the four-
lane. It is getting closer 
to extend the four-lane. 

Amy Jones, treasurer, 
requested an executive 
session. Commissioner 
Adams made a motion to 
recess into executive ses-
sion for fifteen minutes 
at 2:09 p.m. to discuss 
non-elected personnel. 
Commissioner Shriver 
seconded the motion. 
Motion carried 3-0. 

Commissioner 
Shriver made a motion 
to return from execu-
tive session at 2:11 p.m. 
with no action taken. 
Commissioner Adams 

seconded the motion. 
Motion carried 3-0. 

Commissioner Adams 
made a motion to ap-
prove appointing Holly 
Howell as deputy treasur-
er with a raise of $3.56. 
Commissioner Shriver 
seconded the motion car-
ried 3-0.

Jon Roach, noxious 
weed, reported they are 
finished spraying. He 
also would like to put a 
truck on Purple Wave. 
He was instructed to con-
tact Doug, road supervi-
sor, about putting it on 
Purple Wave. He brought 
up needing another full-
time employee. It was 
discussed whether he 
had it in his budget, it 
also affects the employee 
benefit budget. 

The commissioners 
will discuss it and get 
back with him. He would 
like to give his employee 

a raise but if he does, he 
would be making close to 
what he makes. He would 
like to receive a raise up 
to $22-$23 an hour. 

Commissioner Adams 
made a motion to approve 
the minutes from October 
23, 2023. Commissioner 
Shriver seconded the mo-
tion. Motion carried 3-0.

Commissioner 
Shriver made a motion to 
hire Josh Small, deputy at 
sheriff’s office at $23.00 
per hour. Commissioner 
Adams seconded the mo-
tion. Motion carried 3-0.

Commissioner Adams 
made a motion to sign the 
lease agreement between 
Gary Barker/Clifford 
Langford III for prop-
erty by the public safety 
building. Commissioner 
Shriver seconded the mo-
tion. Motion carried 3-0. 

Doug Freund, road/
lake supervisor, present-

ed funding for striping 
east of Hwy 281, KDOT 
would like crossbuck/
lights installed at inter-
section NE 100th Avenue 
if not they would pull 
the striping in that area. 
The crossbuck/lights are 
decided by the railroad 
not the county. He was 
told to contact Kirkham 
Michael about the lo-
gistics of this issue with 
KDOT. Gave an update 
on summer projects for 
road and lake.

BJ Hayes, emergency 
manager/zoning director, 
he is getting two bids to 
replace the generator at 
the RSVP, from Foley 
and CK Power. He re-
ported he has all of his 
certifications finished. He 
has started the process of 
being state certified. 

Tyson stated the Tri-
County published the 
old notice to sell not 

the new notice. It was 
discussed what date to 
open the bids. They dis-
cussed closing Tuesday, 
December 26. There 
will not be a meeting 
the last week of the year. 
Commissioner Adams 
made a motion to recess 
into executive session for 
ten minutes at 3:00 p.m. 
for an attorney/client 
matter concerning legal 
matters. Commissioner 
Shriver seconded the mo-
tion. Motion carried 3-0. 
Commissioner Shriver 
made a motion to return 
from executive session at 
3:10 p.m. with no action 
taken. Commissioner 
Adams seconded the mo-
tion. Motion carried 3-0.

Billy Hampton, fire/
rescue stated he would 
like to put Gavin Long 
on fire/rescue. 

Minutes from 
Pratt County 
Commission

(con't on page 11)
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Donations Needed for Kingman 
Humane Society

The pets at Kingman 
C o u n t y  H u m a n e 
Society are in need of 
the following items:
13-gal. kitchen trash 
bags
dry cat and kitten food
clumping cat litter
canned dog food
Purina Puppy Chow
long-lasting chews
stainless steel flat-sid-
ed water buckets
paper towels

bleach
l i q u i d  l a u n d r y 
detergent
poop bag rolls
d isposable  g loves 
(large)
The i tems can be 
brought to KCHS at 
811 East C Avenue in 
Kingman
Monetary donations 
can be sent to KCHS 
P.O. Box 103
Kingman KS  67068

  The Pilgrims ate turkey, 
fish and venison.
     They had cabbages, 
carrots, corn, onions, wild
plums, berries, and honey too.

Anoth
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  Dreaming of a Fun 
Family Thanksgiving!

Run away...
      it’s:
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Happy Thanksgiving, Everyone!
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Shop Kansas 
Farms: A 
Growing 

Community
By Rick McNary
“Dad, you need to 

build some kind of a 
community,” my son, 
Caleb, told me when the 
pandemic hit in 2020. 
“Building community is 
what you do best.” 

He’s right. I do love a 
good community.

I reminded him that, 
suddenly, people were 
not allowed to be around 
each other and, since my 
idea of community in-
volved gathering people 
in a physical location, I 
didn’t have a clue how to 
build one.  

“What’s that you al-
ways tell me? Commit, 
then figure it out?” he 
asked. “Commit. You’ll 
figure it out.”

Although I had no 
idea when I started Shop 
Kansas Farms (SKF) I 
was creating a large com-

munity on the internet, 
that’s exactly what hap-
pened. From the begin-
ning and to this day, when 
I am asked what makes 
Shop Kansas Farms 
unique, I reply, “It’s a 
community.” 

Community is defined 
as, “a feeling of fellow-
ship with others, as a re-
sult of sharing common 
attitudes, interests and 
goals.” If you apply those 
principles to SKF, we of-
fer all those things. 

Fe l lowsh ip  wi th 
others 

SKF is made up of two 
basic groups of people: 
those who grow food 
and those who want to 
purchase that food di-
rectly from them. These 
groups might be called 
different names like pro-
ducers and consumers, 
sellers and buyers, farm-
ers and customers, grow-
ers and the public, but in 
the end, there are only 
two groups: people who 
grow food and people 

who want to buy it. The 
beauty and power in that 
is food is one of the great-
est unifiers of humanity. 
The church I belong to 
even calls the wonder-
ful potlucks they have 
“Fellowship Dinners.”

Common attitudes
There has been a 

growing in teres t  in 
people knowing where 
their food comes from, 
who grows it and how it 
grows. Conversely, there 
is growing interest from 
people who grow food to 
be able to sell it directly 
to people and share their 
story as they do.

SKF provides a real-
time educational platform 
where people can ask 
farmers questions and 
farmers can learn how 
to answer them in ways 
that make sense. The 
163,000 members of the 
SKF Facebook group are 
not a focus group; they 
are customers ready to 
purchase locally grown 
food. 

Interests
We love good food! 

We all have to eat, and 
we all know food is a 
great way to gather peo-
ple together, whether 
it’s a church fellowship 
dinner, community bar-
becue, chili cookoff or 
a host of other reasons, 
food unites people. Food 
bringing people together 
is exactly why SKF was 
started. When the pan-
demic hit and the grocery 
stores were empty, SKF 
connected people who 
grew food to people who 
wanted to buy it. As one 
lady posted early on, “We 
don’t live off the land like 
you (farmers) do. We live 
off the shelves at the gro-
cery store and when those 
were empty, they struck 
fear in our hearts that no 
one had ever felt or ever 
should feel. But you had 
our backs; we could buy 
food straight from your 
farm.”

Goals 
We have two groups 

Kingman County Humane Society 
Pets Ready for Adoption

Diamond
Sponsored by Baker Accounting

Duke
Sponsored by Baker Accounting

 Male Bulldog / Rottweiler
About 65 pounds
2 years +
$180.00
Duke has been at the shelter since August 22, 2023
Housetrained
Duke is definitely not one of those dainty, prissy, 

fu-fu dogs that can’t sneeze without needing to go to 
the groomer. Duke is a solid, strapping manly hunk 
of a dog that is not afraid to admit that he is afraid of 
thunderstorms or that sirens make him nervous. But 
he does love to be the center of attention and will 
happily spend all of his time making you feel like you 
are the smartest, bestest, most wonderfulest person in 
the whole world. Honestly, who wouldn’t want that? 
Come meet Duke!

Female Domestic Shorthair
about 7 pounds
about 2 years old
$40
Diamond has been at the shelter since October 16, 
2023
She is declawed and needs to be an indoor cat only. 

that comprise SKF, there-
fore we have two goals, 
but both are wrapped up 
in our motto: connect-
ing you to the wonderful 
farm and ranch families 
of Kansas so you can pur-
chase the food they grow.

One goal is to prosper 
farmers. From the begin-
ning, one of the internal 
principles for the admins 
of the SKF Facebook 
group has been to “pros-
per and protect farmers.” 
We want to do all we 
can to help prosper those 
who provide the direct-
to-consumer options. We 
love farms and ranches, 
no matter their size. We 
know we cannot feed the 
world without the diver-
sity of the nation’s farm-
ers and ranchers, and they 
are deeply committed 
to providing safe, high-
quality food. 

However, there’s a 
growing interest both 
from the people who grow 
food and the people who 
buy food, in being able to 
do it directly. Our other 
goal is to provide oppor-

tunities for consumers to 
find and purchase food 
from local farms. As we 
discovered during the 
pandemic, both of these 
groups already existed, 
but they had a hard time 
finding each other.

SKF connected the 
two groups and contin-
ues to create even more 
opportunities. We do that 
with our website, our 
Market of Farms events 
and our Harvest Hubs 
– regional food systems 
meant to increase pros-
perity for farmers and 
ranchers and access to 
local grown food for 
consumers.

We are proud of our 
community, and we want 
this community to con-
tinue to grow and you 
can help us by sharing 
these articles, encourag-
ing family and friends to 
follow us on social media 
and at our website, www.
shopkansasfarms.com 
and, most importantly, 
find more farmers and 
ranchers to purchase the 
food they raise.

Hilltop Happenings
	 October’s highlight at Hilltop is and likely 

always will be, the trick or treaters from our school! 
What a great bunch of costumes – some were pretty 
spooky too (my personal favorites)!

	 Our local school is so good to include Hilltop 
in this Halloween tradition, and in bringing us vocal 
concerts, as well as the thoughtful gifts the kids make 
for us – best place mats EVER! It is all appreciated 
so much. Our school kids are always welcome.

	 Veteran’s Day is fast approaching and there 
will be a recognition ceremony at the school – please 
attend if you can!  And on that note, a special thanks 
to all who have served our country – your hard work 
and sacrifice is appreciated. We are the “Land of the 
Free” because of “the Brave”. Let us never forget.

	 Have a Blessed week!
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ACROSS
1. “If all ____ fails...”
5. End of philosophical system
8. Center of our orbit
11. Indian flatbread
12. Take down, as in a dragon
13. Yemeni neighbor
15. Homer’s “Iliad”, e.g.
16. *Copper coin with issuer of 
Thanksgiving Proclamation
17. A sign or symbol, archaic
18. *A certain famous Mayflower 
rock
20. *5K, a.k.a. Turkey ____
21. Blair or Hayek
22. Spy org.
23. Like hikers’ camps
26. Tourney grid
30. Beehive State native
31. Casual top
34. Money in Milan
35. Belches
37. Roth ___, acr.
38. Low-ranking workers
39. Old Norse texts
40. Major Black Sea port
42. Dog command
43. Resize
45. *Thanksgiving, a.k.a. ____ 
Day
47. Baby goat
48. Subway entrance
50. Parting words
52. *Massachusetts’ contender for 
first Thanksgiving celebration
55. Oyster gem
56. One thing on a list
57. Of two minds

59. Sonnets and such
60. Mastercard rival
61. Carve in stone
62. Ted Turner’s “baby”
63. Lt.’s inferior, in the Navy
64. “James and the Giant Peach” 
author

DOWN
1. Compass dir.
2. Arctic native
3. Flying jib, e.g.
4. Enclose in a cyst
5. Part of small intestine
6. *Traditional occupant of the last 
parade float
7. *Pumpkin pie at the first 
Thanksgiving, e.g.
8. Asian food thickener
9. *Tbs. or tsp., in Thanksgiving 
recipe
10. Zip
12. Chews out
13. Ostium, pl.
14. *”____ on 34th Street”
19. ‘90s TV sitcom “Boy ____ 
World”
22. TV tube in days gone by, acr.
23. *Sweet one or russet one
24. Short musical composition
25. Smart candy?
26. Women’s undergarments
27. Newsstand, e.g.
28. “Sesame Street” Muppet
29. *Dinner exclamation?
32. Sweep under the rug
33. Fury
36. *Lions’ opponent this year

38. ____ exclusion principle in 
physics
40. Like something for a wed-
ding day
41. Bad rep
44. Supermarket walkway
46. Let for money
48. Form of civil disobedience
49. Lock of hair
50. Past participle of “be”
51. Knitter’s ball
52. Long live, in French
53. Itty-bitty bit
54. Like part of McDonald’s logo
55. Rubber substitute, acr.
58. Stanley Cup org.

	 Statepoint Crossword 
Theme: Thanksgiving

Kingman County Sheriff's Report                                                                                                                                          
Sunday, October 29	

Traffic Stop			   4	
Disabled Vehicle		  400 E D Ave, Kingman
Sign Down			   NE 10 St & NE 40 Ave, Kingman
Trespassing			   200 Blk W Copeland Ave, Kingman
Traffic Complaint		  13000 E Hwy 2, Norwich
Theft			   16000Blk W Hwy 42, Nashville
Suspicious Vehicle		  13000 Blk SW 80 St, Nashville
Disabled Vehicle		  E Hwy 54 & NE 70 Ave, Kingman
Animal Complaint		  1000 Blk N Chariton St, Kingman

Monday, October 30
Traffic Stop			   3	
Civil Process Service	 1	
Traffic Complaint		  11000 Blk W Hwy 54, Cunningham
Disabled Vehicle		  6000 Blk W Hwy 54, Kingman
Vehicle Unlock		  2700 Blk NE 150 Ave, Cheney
Disabled Vehicle		  13000 Blk E Hwy 54, Cheney
Follow Up			   N Pine St & E C Ave, Kingman
Traffic Complaint		  10000 Blk SE 3rd St, Murdock
Follow Up			   300 Blk South Oak St, Pratt
911 Accidental Dial		  100 Blk N Amberside St, Norwich
Check Welfare		  15000 Blk W Hwy 54, Cunningham
Miscellaneous		  700 Blk N Coronado, Kingman
Trespassing			   300 Blk E D Ave, Kingman
Traffic Complaint		  NW 170 Ave & W Hwy 54, Kingman
ngman

Tuesday, October 31
Traffic Stop			   6	
Civil Paper Service		  3	
Traffic Complaint		  1000 Blk W Hwy 54, Kingman
Follow Up			   200 Blk S Parkway St, Norwich
Follow Up			   120 N Spruce, Kingman
Burglary			   400 Blk W Burns Ave, Norwich
Agency Assist		  14000 Blk W Hwy 54, Cunningham
Traffic Complaint		  10000 Blk E Hwy 54, Cheney
Abandoned Vehicle		  13000 Blk SE 30 Ave, Rago
Animal Complaint		  300 Blk N Main St, Kingman
Disturbance			   400 Blk E C Ave, Kingman
Secure Building		  900 Blk SW 70 Ave, Kingman

Wednesday, November 1
Theft			   120 N Spruce, Kingman
Traffic Complaint		  600 Blk W D Ave, Kingman
Transport Prisoner		  120 N Spruce, Kingman
Suspicious Vehicle		  5800 Blk NE 140 Ave, Cheney

Thursday, November 2
Traffic Stop			   1	
Civil Paper Service		  1	
Non-Injury Accident		 7000 Blk E Hwy 54, Kingman
Non-Injury Accident		 SE 160 Ave & SE 60 St, Kingman
Animal Complaint		  13000 Blk SE 20 St, Murdock
Suspicious Person		  100 Blk S Gregory St, Nashville
Unlock Vehicle		  10000 Blk SE 70 Ave, Rago
Transport / Court		  130 N Spruce, Kingman
Alarm			   300 Blk N Main, Zenda
Injury Accident		  SW 70 St & SW 160 Ave, Nashville
Suspicious Person / Arrest	 100 Blk S Main St, Nashville
Alarm			   2000 Blk S Hwy 14, Kingman
Transport / Court		  130 N Spruce, Kingman
Transport			   120 N Spruce, Kingman
Animal Complaint		  16000 Blk NE 50 St, Cheney
Follow Up			   4000 Blk SE 160 Ave, Cheney

Friday, November 3
 Traffic Stop			  1	
Transport Inmate		  120 N Spruce, Kingman
Lost/Found Tag		  120 N Spruce, Kingman
Non-Injury Accident		 7000 Blk E Hwy 54, Kingman
Non-Injury Accident		 11000 Blk NE 10 St, Murdock
Check Vehicle		  NE 10 St & NE 100 Ave, Murdock
Warrant Service		  120 N Spruce, Kingman

Saturday, November 4
Traffic Stop			   10	
Civil Paper Service		  3	
Agency Assist		  900 Blk N Sugar St, Kingman
Animal Complaint		  S Hwy 14 & E Hwy 42, Rago
Animal Complaint		  SE 20 St & SE 120 Ave, Murdock
Traffic Complaint		  SE 110 Ave & SE 20 St, Kingman
Disabled Vehicle		  3220 E Hwy 54, Kingman
Mental			   200 Blk W 2nd Ave, Norwich
Medical			   3000 Blk Se 10th St, Kingman
Traffic Complaint		  18000 Blk W Hwy 54, Cunningham

Commissioner 
Shriver made a motion to 
hire Gavin Long to fire/
rescue. Commissioner 
Adams seconded the mo-
tion. Motion carried 3-0. 
He reported he applied 
for a grant for rescue 
gear. Rescue 303 has 
snow blade, tried the 
sand bucket, everything 
worked. He had a grain 
entrapment training put 
on by OSU that was at-
tended by six employ-
ees. He reported on a 
tanker needing repairs. 
He would like a plan to 
replace rescue 2 in the 
future. He reported they 
need to purchase pumps 
for the heated floors. They 

recommend having one 
on hand when one goes 
down. Commissioner 
Shriver made a motion 
to purchase a spare pump 
for the heated floors. 
Commissioner Adams 
seconded the motion. 
Motion carried 3-0. 

He reported there is no 
glycol in the system at the 
Public Safety Building. 
He will check and find 
out if there is glycol in 
the system and how much 
it would cost to add. 

Commissioner Adams 
made a motion to give 
employees Tuesday, 
December 26 off. 

Commissioner 
Shriver seconded the mo-
tion. Motion carried 3-0.

Commissioner Adams 
asked if we have a voting 
member for the KAC. 
Commissioner Adams 

asked about the generator 
that was at the old PRRC. 
It was stated it was sold.

Commissioner 
Shriver made a motion 
to recess into executive 
session for fifteen min-
utes at 3:32 p.m. for 
attorney/client matter 
concerning potential 
lawsuit. Commissioner 
Adams seconded the mo-
tion. Motion carried 3-0. 
Commissioner Shriver 
made a motion to return 
from executive session at 
3:43 p.m. with no action 
taken. Commissioner 
Adams seconded the mo-
tion. Motion carried 3-0.

Commissioner Adams 
made a motion to approve 
the payment vouchers 
for October 30, 2023. 
Commissioner Shriver 
seconded the motion. 
Motion carried 3-0.

Commissioner 
Shriver made a motion 
to recess into executive 
session at 3:44 pm. for 
ten minutes for an at-
torney/client matter con-
cerning Department of 
Labor. Commissioner 
Adams seconded the mo-
tion. Motion carried 3-0. 
Commissioner Shriver 
made a motion to return 
from executive session at 
3:50 p.m. with no action 
taken. Commissioner 
Adams seconded the mo-
tion. Motion carried 3-0.

Commissioner 
Adams made a motion 
to adjourn at 3:57 p.m. 
Commissioner Shriver 
seconded the motion. 
Motion carried 3-0. 

Minutes from 
Pratt County 
Commission

(con't from page 9)
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Pharmacists

S u b s c r i b e  t o  y o u r 
h o m e t o w n  p a p e r !

 

State Farm Insurance 
Jon Wollen, Agent 
 152 N Main Street 

Kingman, KS 67068 
 Bus: 620-532-3179 

Toll Free: 800-824-6681 
www.jonwollen.com 

 Laubhan, Harbert & Haas, L.C. 
Certified Public Accountants 
Complete Accounting Services 

Tax - Bookkeeping - Payroll      
- Consulting - 

 Joseph A. Harbert, CPA 
217 N Main St.  Kingman, KS 67068 

620-532-3667 
Lorin Haas, CPA 

420 S. Jackson Suite 200
    Pratt, KS 67124 

620-672-3400

Agriculture

KANZA bank 
151 N. Main, Kingman, KS 

620-532-5821 
Lobby Hours  

9-5 M-F
Drive Thru Hours 

 8 - 6 M-F, 8-12 Sat. 
Equal Housing Lender     

Member FDIC  

InsuranceNeville Built
Grain Trailers  

& Custom-Built Trailers 
Dick or Marvin Neville 

5581 SW 50 St. Kingman, KS 
620-532-3487 

1-800-301-3487 

Kingman Real Estate 
SALES AND APPRAISALS
Scott Sparks    532-4242
Nancy Milford    491-0774

Lexi Miller 532-5204
Office   620-532-3581 

146 N. Main, Kingman, KS 
www.kingmanksre.com

Ability - Honesty - Service 

Real Estate

Kingman Drug 
211 North Main, Kingman 

 Pharmacists on call 24 hours 
Days - store ph. 620-532-5113 

Emergency after hours call  
Merlin McFarland    620-532-3855

Optometrists

Troy Maydew, OD 
Seth Thibault, OD 

Andrew W. Piester, OD
216 S. Oak

Pratt, Kansas 67124 
620-672-5934 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  M - F  

604 N. Walnut 
Medicine Lodge, Kansas 67104 

620-886-3222 
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

1:00 - 5:00 p.m.   
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 

Seth Thibault, OD
Andrew W. Piester, OD

104 West C Ave. 
Kingman, KS 67068 

620-532-3154   
1-800-371-3154 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Monday - Thursday

8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. Friday

Dixon’s  
True Value Hardware 

Heating & A/C 
325 N. Main, Kingman, KS 

532-2631

Home 
Improvement

Advertise Your 
Business 

in the Courier 

4C
Cunningham Child Care
Children 8 weeks to 11 years

120 West 3rd  
Cunningham, KS
620-298-2010

Child Care

Fitzsimmons Insurance 
Cunningham, KS 67037 

Bus: 620-298-5291
Toll Free: 800-536-5291

For more information
see display ad on page 4

Banks

Hospitals and 
Clinics

Accountants Repair Service
Baker Professional 

Accounting Services
Tax Compliance

Process Improvement
Tax Preparation

Tax Planning
Quick Books Consulting

920 E. 1st Street 
Pratt, KS 67124

www.baker-accounting.com
620-672-2502

Trina Wilkerson, AFSP

(620) 491-1771


307 N Ninnescah St  
Kingman, Kansas


www.kingmantaxpro.com


Tax Services

Commissioner Thimesch 
discussed a t tending 
KDOT meetings and the 
importance of getting 
the bypass started to go 
around Kingman.  It is 
time to get this done.

S tan  Goe tz ,  HR/
Planning/Zoning/
Wastewater Director 
was in with a request of 
changing the courthouse 
maintenance position go-
ing from part time to full 
time.
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Elpers moved to ap-
prove the changing of 
the courthouse main-
tenance position from 
part-time to full-time 
position.  Commissioner 
Thimesch seconded the 
motion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Mr. Goetz discussed 
the upcoming perfor-
mance reviews that will 
start on November 20th, 
2023.

Mr. Goetz submitted 
the following building 
permits:

Clayton Yoder for a 
House in Section 27, 
Township 27, Range 
07W.
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Thimesch moved to ap-
prove the TextmyGov 
proposal for $4,000.00 
per year and the first 
year with an addition-
al $2,000.00 for setup.  
Commissioner Elpers 
seconded the motion.  
The motion was ap-

proved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

M a r y  S c h w a r t z , 
Health Nurse submitted 
quotes for recabling from 
Integris IT for $4,280.00 
and Eck Services of 
$3,200.00.
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Thimesch moved to ap-
prove the quote from Eck 
Services in the amount of 
$3,200.00 that includes 
warranty.  Commissioner 
Elpers seconded the mo-
tion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

The County Clerk 
submitted the September 
23, 2023, Commission 
Meeting minutes for 
approval.
MOTION: Commissioner 
Elpers moved to approve 
the September 23, 2023, 
Commission meeting 
minutes.  Commissioner 
Thimesch seconded the 
motion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  
Commissioner Thimesch 
moved to go into ex-
ecutive session with 
Brandon Ritcha, County 
Counselor at 9:50 a.m. 
to discuss pending ad-
ministrative proceedings 
pursuant to the exception 
under the Kansas Open 
Meetings Act, and they 
will return to the Board 
meeting room at 10:00 
a.m.  Commissioner 
Thimesch seconded the 
motion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Commissioners re-
turned to regular session 

at 10:00 a.m.
Chairman Henning 

discussed the EMS and 
Dispatch contracts and 
decided they would like 
to continue for 2024 with 
the 2023 contract.
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Elpers moved to approve 
the 2024 contract for 
EMS services which is 
the same at the 2023 
contract and give time 
to work on a long term 
contract.  Commissioner 
Thimesch seconded the 
motion.  The motion was 
approved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

L e s l i e  S c h r a g , 
Economic Development 
Director was in with 
a letter of support for 

U.S. Highway 54 Four-
Lane Expansion that the 
County Commissioners 
could approve and sign.
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Thimesch moved to ap-
prove the letter of support 
for the US Highway 54 
Four-Lane Expansion.  
Commissioner Elpers 
seconded the motion.  
The motion was ap-
proved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Ms. Schrag reviewed 
her report for the County 
Commissioners.

Commissioner Thimesch 
discussed that he looked 
at houses this weekend 
and found 51 homes that 
are not being lived in and 
wanted to know what can 

be done to get people liv-
ing in these homes.

Commissioners dis-
cussed the housing as-
sessment being done by 
WSU with Ms. Schrag.

Ms. Schrag let them 
know that the assess-
ment should be done in 
February 2024.

Charles Arensdorf, 
Public Works Director 
was in with updates on 
D.0-6.2 Bridge Repair, 
SW 70 St  Hot  Mix 
Overlay and Cheney 
Reservoir FLAP project.

Mr. Arensdorf let the 
County Commissioners 
know that no propane 
bids were received.
MOTION:  Commissioner 
Thimesch moved to ad-
journ the regular board 
meeting at 11:30 a.m.  
Commissioner Elpers 
seconded the motion.  
The motion was ap-
proved upon the unani-
mous vote of the County 
Commissioners.

Minutes from 
the Kingman 

County 
Commission 

IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF 
KINGMAN COUNTY, KANSAS
CIVIL DEPARTMENT
Finance of America Reverse 
LLC
Plaintiff,
vs.
The Heirs-at-law of Shirley J. 
Winter, Deceased; Michael 
Winter; Mark Winter; Rick 
W i n t e r ;  D e n n i s  W i n t e r ; 
American Western Bonding 
Company, Inc.; Safe Step 
Tubs of  Minnesota,  Inc. ; 
United States of America, 
Commissioner of Housing and 
Urban Development; Service 
Finance Company, LLC; John 
Doe (Tenant/Occupant); Mary 
Doe (Tenant/Occupant)
Defendants.	
Case No.  KM-2023-CV-000023
Court Number: 
Pursuant to K.S.A. Chapter 60	

Notice Of Sale
Under and by virtue of an Order 
of Sale issued to me by the 
Clerk of the District Court of 
Kingman County, Kansas, the 
undersigned Sheriff of Kingman 
County, Kansas, will offer for 
sale at public auction and sell 

to the highest bidder for cash 
in hand, at the Front Door  of 
the Courthouse at Kingman 
Kingman County, Kansas, on 
November 30, 2023, at 10:00 
AM, the following real estate:
Lot Eight (8) in Walker Addition, 
Kingman County, Kansas, as 
shown by the recorded plat 
thereof, commonly known as 
2439 N Main St, Kingman, KS  
67068 (the “Property”)
to satisfy the judgment in the 
above-entitled case.  The sale 
is to be made without appraise-
ment and subject to the re-
demption period as provided 
by law, and further subject to 
the approval of the Court.  For 
more information, visit www.
Southlaw.com
Brenton Wood, Sheriff
 Kingman County, Kansas
Prepared By:
SouthLaw, P.C.
Shari Ashner (KS #14498)
13160 Foster,, Suite 100
Overland Park, KS 66213-2660
(913) 663-7600
(913) 663-7899 (Fax)
Attorneys for Plaintiff
 (240397)

Public Notice
First published in The Cunningham Courier on 

November 9, 2023 (3t)

(Published in the offi-
cial City of Cunningham 
newspaper on Thursday, 
November 9, 2023)

ORDINANCE NO. 682
AN ORDINANCE CREATING 
ARTICLE THREE OF CHAPTER 
XI OF THE CODE OF THE CITY 
OF CUNNINGHAM, KANSAS, 
CONCERNING THE PARKING 
OF CAMPING TRAILERS AND 
RECREATIONAL VEHICLES IN 
THE CITY
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE 
GOVERNING BODY OF THE 
CITY OF CUNNINGHAM, 
KANSAS:
Section 1:  Chapter XI, Article 
3 of the Code of the City of 
Cunningham shall be created 
and titled “Camping Trailer and 
Recreational Vehicle Parking.”
Section 2:  Section 11-301 of the 
Code of the City of Cunningham, 
Kansas, shall be created to read 
as follows:
“11-301.	 CAMPING 
T R A I L E R  A N D 
RECREATIONAL 
VEHICLE PARKING 
RESTRICTED.  
The parking of camping trail-
ers and recreational vehicles 
in the City shall be restricted 
as follows:
No camping trailer or recreation-
al vehicle shall be parked in the 
front yard or on the driveway in 
any residential area of the city.
Camping trailers or recreational 
vehicles may only be parked in 
a side yard or back yard in any 
residential area.

Any camping trailer or recre-
ational vehicle must be parked 
on a surface of concrete, as-
phalt, gravel, or other firm sur-
face that is properly maintained.
No more than one (1) camping 
trailer or recreational vehicle 
may be parked at a residence 
at any time.
Any camping trailer or recre-
ational vehicle may only be 
used for temporary occupancy 
for no more than seventy-two 
(72) hours.  
Camping trailer or recreational 
vehicle shall include any and 
all mobile structures intended 
for recreational or temporary 
lodging purposes whether pulled 
behind a vehicle, mounted on a 
vehicle, or self-propelled.
Violations of this section shall 
be, upon conviction, fine up to 
$500 or be imprisoned not to 
exceed 30 days or be both so 
fined and imprisoned.  In ad-
dition, the municipal court may 
order as part of sentencing the 
removal of structures in violation 
of this section.
Section 3:  This ordinance shall 
take effect and be in full force on 
January 1, 2024.  
Passed by the Governing Body 
of the City of Cunningham, 
Kansas, th is 30th day of 
October, 2023.
Governing Body of the City of 
Cunningham		
/s/   Aaron Murphy, Mayor
ATTEST:
/s/ Molly Morgan, City Clerk

 

Public Notice

(con't from front page)
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Courier Copies

   

T h e  Cu n n i ng h am  C ou r i er
   3 2 0  Nor t h  St a d iu m  Stre e t

   Cu n n i ng h am ,  K S  6 7 0 3 5
Name_____________________        
Address______________________
City_____________________ State____  
Zip ___________-_________
Subscription Rates: 
In Kansas: $45..00 per year  / Out of State: $50.00
Students: $30.00 and $35.00

Do you need extra copies of The Courier, 
but can't catch me home, or don't want 

to drive clear to the edge of town? 
You can purchase additional copies at 

Fitzsimmons Insurance there on Main Street. 
(You can purchase a lovely card or two or three 
made by Louise Armstrong while you are there.)

This advertising space 
available for $12.00

HouseHouseHousehoFor Sale: Household Items

 

Sporting Goods

Advertisements 
are needed

 

Child Care Openings Available

 

Advertising Opportunity

Effective June 1, 2022:  Ads are $6.00 per column 
inch. Front page ads are $10.00 per column inch.  All ads 
are subject to approval of this paper, which reserves the 
right to edit, reject, or properly classify any ad.  Note: The 
views and opinions expressed in advertisements in The 
Cunningham Courier do not necessarily represent the 
views and opinions of the Courier or staff. Errors will be 
corrected when brought to my attention.  
Classified Ad Rates 
$5.00 minimum charge for one-week run. 
DEADLINES: 2:00 p.m. Tuesdays

C-1 Construction

620-532-4195
Soil Conservation Practices, 

Site Grading, Pond Dam Restoration
- SOIL EROSION MEASURES - 

Building Pads
GREG CONRARDY

Cunningham Liquor
OPEN — 11 a.m. to  9  p.m. — Monday thru Thursday

	          11 a.m. to 10 p.m. — Friday & Saturday 
12 noon to 8 p.m. – Sunday
“Cold Brew... Warm Spirits”            298-2033

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in as little as ONE 
DAY! Affordable prices - No payments for 18 months!  
Lifetime warranty & professional installs. Senior & Military 
Discounts available.  Call: 855-219-8849

TOP CA$H PAID FOR OLD GUITARS! 1920-1980 
Gibson, Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, Guild, Mosrite, 
Rickenbacker, Prairie State, D'Angelico, Stromberg. And 
Gibson Mandolins / Banjos. 855-454-6658

PAYING TOP CA$H FOR MEN'S SPORT WATCHES! 
Rolex, Breitling, Omega, Patek Philippe, Heuer, Daytona, 
GMT, Submariner and Speedmaster. Call 844-575-0691

PROFESSIONAL LAWN SERVICE:  Fertilization, 
weed control, seeding, aeration and mosquito control.  Call 
now for a free quote.  Ask about our first ap plication spe-
cial! 855-288-8649. 

 

Closed for Thanksgiving

 

Miscellaneous

  
 

BBLLAASSII  
SSEERRVVIICCEE  

Zenda, KS 
620-243-5571 

BEvERages*Snacks*Gas 
Everyday 6am-10pm 

“Where Everyone 
Knows Your Business” 

 

 

Place your 25-word classified in this paper and 135 more 
for only $300/ week. Find employees, sell your home or your 
car. Call the Kansas Press Association @ 785-271-5304 today!

Conrardy Seeds
Custom Seed Cleaning

7681 SW 80 Ave     Kingman, KS 

(620) 532-5508
AgriPro Alfalfa Seeds

“Wheat is Our Specialty”

Cunningham Auto 
Service

Complete Auto Care
Call Tom or Matt

620-298-2029
cunninghamautoserviceatgmail.com

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 Pills SPECIAL 
$99.00 FREE Shipping! 100% guaranteed. CALL NOW! 
844-887-7963

GOT AN UNWANTED CAR??? DONATE IT TO 
PATRIOTIC HEARTS.  Fast free pick up. All 50 States.  
Patriotic Hearts’ programs help veterans find work or start 
their own business. Call 24/7: 855-612-3543.

LOW COST HEALTH INSURANCE. Government 
subsidies available for families earning $111,000 or 
less a year.  See if you qualify.  Call for your free quote! 
1-844-488-0570

Thanks for 
recycling 

     The Courier on 
November 13th   

Recycle  -   Reduce  -   Reuse -   Repurpose

305 North Cedar, Kingman, Kan. 

Phone (620) 532-5744 

Service Hours: 7:30 a.m. - 4 p.m.
First Come - First Served

 Funded in Part by KDOT Public Transportation Program 

Kingman Public 
Transportation  

Thank You Note RATES
Use the Courier to say 

"Thank You".  
$.10 per word 

($6.00 minimum)

To reserve the 
Cunningham 

Community Center, 
 contact Molly Morgan at

620-298-3077

Immediate Openings for children ages 2.5 
to 5 years old. Call Debi at 785-259-6745 or 
the care center at 620-298-2010

Daybed+trundle~mattresses & coverlet 
+ more.  $400.00  316-250-3219. 

Please leave a message. 

WORLD'S LARGEST GUN SHOW – November 
11 & 12 - Tulsa, OK Fairgrounds.  Saturday 8-6, 
Sunday 8-4.  WANENMACHER’S TULSA ARMS 
SHOW.  Free appraisals.  Bring your guns!  www.
TulsaArmsShow.com

Cozy's Pizza
115 N. Main

Cunningham, 
KS 67035

620-298-7000
Mon., Tues., & Thurs. - 11:00 to 8:00
Friday and Saturday - 11:00 to 9:00

Closed Wednesday and Sunday

WANTED: 5 HOMES IN YOUR AREA 
THAT NEED SIDING AND WINDOWS
Five homeowners will be given the opportunity of having 

Western Extreme Composite Siding and/or Energy Saver 
Windows applied to their home at a low cost!

WESTERN EXTREME COMPOSITE SIDING
• Featuring Infrablock Technology
• Engineered specifically for 
 the Western climate
• NEVER REQUIRES PAINTING
• 200 mph windload
• Full insulation package
• Exclusive Double Lifetime Warranty

ENERGY SAVER WINDOWS
• #1 rated manufacturer in 

North America
• Western climate 
 ENERGY STAR package
• Custom made for an exact fit
• Tilt in sashes for 
 easy cleaning
• Lifetime warranty

Beautify Your Home Today With New Siding & Windows
!! SPECIAL OFFER !!

Both of these amazing new products are being introduced to 
your market. Your home can be a show home in your area. We 
will make it worth your while if you allow us to show your home. 
Call now for show home details.

Financing 
Available 

WAC

LIMITED TIME OFFER
5 Homes Only Call Now To Qualify

CALL NOW! Nationwide Builders 888-540-0334
Limited Time Offer. 3 generations of experience at work for you. www.nbcindustries.com

MEDICARE PLANS HAVE CHANGED!!! Make 
sure your plan will meet your needs in 2024.  Our licensed 
agents can review the changes, address your needs and 
make sure you aren't overpaying!  For a free quote, Call 
now! 1-888-924-0449

INJURED IN AN ACCIDENT?  Don't Accept the insur-
ance company's first offer. Many injured parties are entitled 
to cash settlements in the $10,000's. Get a free evaluation to 
see what your case is really worth. 100% Free Evaluation. 
Call Now: 1-888-920-1883

AGING ROOF? NEW HOMEOWNER? STORM 
DAMAGE? You need a local expert provider that proudly 
stands behind their work.  Fast, free estimate. Financing 
available.  Call 1-877-589-0093

WATER DAMAGE CLEANUP & RESTORATION:  A 
small amount of water can lead to major damage and mold 
in your home. If you have water damage to your home, 
call for a free estimate for complete repairs to protect your 
family and your home's value! 

Call 24/7:  1-877-586-6688

NEED NEW WINDOWS?  Drafty rooms? Chipped 
or damaged frames? Need outside noise reduction? New, 
energy efficient windows may be the answer! Call for a 
consultation & FREE quote today. 1-866-766-5558

Beat Repair, LLC will be closed 
Wednesday November 22nd thru Friday 
November 24th for Thanksgiving. We 
wish everyone a Happy and Safe Holiday!
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Mary Rose Eck

Cards by Roberta Kobbe
Handmade Greeting 

Cards for sale.
Shop for cards at Cleo's 

in Kingman and Cheney, 
Ye Olde General Store 

in Norwich and Market 
54 on Main in Pratt or contact me.

Will mail or deliver.
Cards and stamps make nice gifts for shut-ins.

620-298-2659

Advertise 
with

The Courier

Check the Blessing Box east 
of the Methodist Church.

Anyone can give or take from 
the Blessing Box at any time. 

Thank you for the many 
prayers for the safe return of Fr. Roger, 
Bob, and our daughter, Becky Flores. So 
many people reached out to me, texting, 
calling, checking where they were. The 
three did return to Kansas City on October 
10 after 39 hours of travel time. We can 
truly say that we experienced the power 
of prayer. 

		  -Jeanette Kerschen 

 

A Note of Thanks

Sam Livingston

Mary Rose Eck, 91, 
Retired floral designer 
and loving wife, mother, 
grandmother and great 
grandmother passed away 
surrounded by her fam-
ily on Monday, October 
30, 2023. Mary Rose was 
born on October 1, 1932 
to Frank & Josephine 
(Bohrer) Youngers in 
Willowdale, Kansas. 

She is preceded in death by her parents; husband; 
John. Brothers; Herman, Louis (Alice), Robert, 
Harold, Paul, James (JoAnn), Joseph (Sandra), Julius 
and Elmer Youngers. Sisters; Helen (Charlie) Gehlen, 
Frances youngers, Genevieve (Martin) Miller, Theresa 
(Cliff) Elpers and Alice (Edgar) Burenheide. Sister-in-
law: Mariann (Norbert) Eck Hampel. 

Mary Rose is survived by her children; Elaine 
(Gary) Squires, Belinda (Hugh) Rausch, Nancy 
(Donald) Jackson and John (Regina) Eck. Sister-in-
law; Alfreda Youngers. 11 grandchildren and 14 great 
grandchildren. 

Funeral Mass was held on November 3, 2023 at St. 
Rose Catholic Church in Mt. Vernon, Kansas. In lieu of 
flowers memorials may be sent in Mary Rose’s name 
to St. Rose Catholic Church Building Fund. 4813 NE 
150th Cheney, Kansas 67025. Wulf-Ast Mortuary--
Garden Plain Chapel is in charge of the arrangements

Barbara Ann Sangster 
was born Sept. 14, 1926 
in Protection, Kan., the 
daughter of Claude and 
Martha Rowland. She 
passed away at Regent 
Park Rehabilitation and 
Healthcare in Wichita, 
Kan., on Saturday, Oct. 
28, 2023 at the age of 97.

Barbara graduated 
from Protection High School in 1944. She attended 
Fort Hays University for one year and then returned 
to Protection and married her high school sweetheart, 
Ralph E. “Dick” Sangster on Dec. 2, 1945.

The couple resided in Protection until April of 
1946, when they moved to the Barber County area, 
where Dick began his career as ranch foreman for the 
JJ Ranch and the Jack Lemon family.

For 42 years, Dick and Barbara called Barber 
County home and welcomed three children: Craig, 
Christine and Claudia. Barbara was a housewife and 
managed the home and family for much of their time 
on the JJ Ranch. Providing meals during harvest, be-
ing the errand girl and managing the kid activities 
kept her very busy.

After the children were grown Barbara began 
filling her spare time as the office assistant for Rex 
Swonger’s Shelter Insurance business in both Sawyer 
and Pratt.

The Sangster family attended the Sawyer United 
Methodist Church, where Barbara served as pianist 
for many years. They later became members of the 
Pratt United Methodist Church.

Dick retired from the JJ Ranch in 1989 and the 
couple made their home in Pratt. Their corner lot at 
602 W. 4th quickly became known for its flowers and 
rock work - a landscaping touch which both took great 
pride in maintaining.

The couple enjoyed many years together in Pratt 
before Dick passed away from West Nile Virus on 
Oct. 30, 2003.

The kitchen was Barbara’s favorite place to be. 
She loved cooking for her family, whether it was her 
chocolate chip cookies, chicken tetrazzini, cherry pie, 
chocolate layer desert or strawberry pretzel salad.

At family dinners she was usually the last one 
done - because she was the greatest hostess. She al-
ways wanted everyone to enjoy her good cooking, 
offering seconds and often times thirds - while also 
making sure the food stayed hot. Serving as hostess 
and caring for others brought her boundless joy - as 
did spending that time with her family.

Barbara has been an active volunteer in the Pratt 
community. She was a member of the Pratt Regional 
Medical Center Auxiliary and the United Women of 
Faith. Her volunteer time was shared with the Pratt 
Food Bank, the Hope Center and the Pratt County Fair.

She was proceeded in death by husband, Dick 
Sangster;  her parents, Claude and Martha Rowland; 
brothers, Lawrence Rowland, Victor Rowland and 
JD Rowland; sisters, Arlene Payne; Doris Griffith; 
Madge Randall; Carolyn Perdew; Donna Weidensaul 
and Katie Hoover.

She is survived by her children, Craig Sangster 
of Norman, Okla.; Christine Hoener of Pratt, Kan.; 
Claudia (Paul) Bohn of La Vista, Neb., grandchildren, 
Clark Sangster of Wichita, Kan., Regan (Johnny) 
Garcia and family of Wichita, Kan.; Chelsee (David) 
Briggeman and family of Iuka, Kan.; Sean (Nicolle) 
Hoener and family of Redmond, Ore.; Ethan Bohn 
and fiancé Kayleen Mourey and Emily Bohn all of La 
Vista, Neb.; nine great-grandchildren; brother-in-law 
Dean Hoover of Pratt, Kan.; nieces and nephews, and 
life-long neighbors, friends, and family.

Burial will be at the Protection Cemetery in 
Protection, KS.

Funeral services were held at the Pratt United 
Methodist Church on Saturday, Nov. 4 with the Revs. 
Nicolle Schwartz-Eck and Louis Keeling officiating.

Memorials should be directed to the Pratt Regional 
Medical Center Volunteer Scholarship Program, The 
Hope Center in Pratt, or the Pratt County Food Bank

Charles “Chuck” Ray 
Swonger, 85, passed away 
Thursday, November 2, 
2023 at Medicine Lodge 
Memorial Hospital. He 
was born on November 
24, 1937 in Harper to 
Loren Merle and Helen 
Woodrow (Hostetler) 
Swonger. Charles married 
Nancy (Winters) Swonger 
on October 1, 1962 in 
Clayton, New Mexico. 
She preceded him in death on October 19, 2021.

Chuck worked for Pratt County Road Department 
for 20 years. He attended church at First Assembly 
of God in Medicine Lodge. He enjoyed doing word 
searches, taking long drives, watching the deer and 
nature at the farm and spending time with his family.

He is survived by his children, Laverne “Bernie” 
Swonger of Pratt, Susan (Curt) Oller of Pratt and 
Cindy (Clint) Tyler of Sawyer; grandchildren, Ray 
(Nina) Oller of Wichita, Randy (Britt) Oller of Pratt, 
Ashley Tyler of Pratt, Braden (Sterling) Tyler of 
Seneca and Madison (fiance’ Kenny Eddy) Tyler 
of Pratt; great-grandchildren, Alysa, Rylee, Titus, 
Thaddeus, Tiberius, Sean, Maci and Peyton; sister 
in-law, Jackie Naasz of Spearville; and many nieces 
and nephews.

Chuck is preceded in death by his parents and wife, 
Nancy Mae Swonger.

Funeral service was held on Monday, November 
6, 2023 at Larrison Mortuary, Pratt with Reverend 
Clint Tyler presiding. Burial followed at Ellenwood 
Cemetery, Sawyer with Pastor Rodney Worsham 
presiding.

Memorials may be made to First Assembly of God 
in care of Larrison Mortuary.

Barbara Sangster

Chuck Swonger

Aurora Dick, 89, died 
Nov. 6, 2023, at the Attica 
Long Term Care.

She was born June 
11, 1934, at Redwing, 
Colorado the daughter of 
Juan and Rosenda Salazar 
Martinez.

A longtime resident of 
the Zenda community, she was a former CNA at the 
Attica Hospital, worked for the Zenda Library and the 
F&D restaurant.

Aurora was a member of the St. John Catholic 
Church, the Altar Society and D of I, all of Zenda; she 
was a former 4-H leader, and a member of the EHU.

On Sept. 11, 1954, she married Paul Dick at Ft. 
Collins, Colorado; he died Dec. 8, 2017.  Survivors 
include five sons and their wives, Mark and Rhonda, 
Ed, Chris and Michelle, Patrick and Tammy, and Greg 
and Pam; 12 grandchildren; 14 great-grandchildren; 
and 1 great-great-grandchild.  She was preceded in 
death by a brother Ben; sisters Sadie, Mary, Ceria, 
Eloida, Julia, Adeline and Bertha; grandson Jed; and 
daughters-in-law Teri and Sheila.

Parish rosary will be 10:00 am., Saturday, Nov. 11, 
2023 at the St. John Catholic Church, Zenda followed 
by the Mass of Christian Burial at 10:30 a.m.  The fam-
ily will receive friends from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m., 
Friday at the Livingston Funeral Home, Kingman.  
Burial will be in the St. John Catholic Cemetery out-
side Zenda.

Memorials may be made with the St. John Catholic 
Church, Country Care Hospice and the Zenda 
Museum, all in care of the funeral home.

Aurora Dick

Cleo's Flower Shop
229  N. Main in Kingman

kingmanksflorist.com
(620) 532-3883

***
221 N. Main in Cheney

cheneyksflorist.com
(316) 542-0054
Sheila Jayne, 

Owner/Operator

Samuel Bruce “Sam” 
Livingston, 82, left this 
world on Nov. 2, 2023.

Sam was born on 
March 26, 1941, in 
Kingman, Kansas the 
only child of Bruce 
and Lucile  Prather 
Livingston.

Sam battled brain 
cancer for only a few 
months. Despite spend-
ing much of that time in and out of doctor appoint-
ments and treatment planning, he never lost his sense 
of humor or his dedication to his faith.

Sam grew up in Kingman graduating from Kingman 
High School in 1959.  After graduation he attended 
Emporia State University and the graduated from 
Gupton-Jones College of Funeral Service school in 
Dallas, Texas.  

In 1963, he married Janice Kay Sampson in 
Wichita.  Sam returned to Kingman join his dad at 
the Livingston Furniture, Funeral and Undertaking, 
the third generation to do so.  He remained there as a 
funeral director until his dad retired.  Sam then devoted 
full time to his farming and ranching operations.

Sam loved the outdoors.  A highlight of his learn-
ing was to pilot his helicopter.  He loved checking his 
fields and cattle from the sky.

Hobbies?  If you asked Sam what hobbies he had, 
he would answer, “retired farmers don’t have hobbies.”

Sam was a member of Ninnescah Lodge #230 
A.F.&A.M., the Scottish Rite Bodies and the Midian 
Shrine Temple.  Throughout his life he served on vari-
ous community and Church boards.

Survivors include his wife Jan; three children 
Samuel, Stacy (Terry) and Scott (Amy); six grandchil-
dren Samuel, Brook, Jamie (Jared), Andy, Kyle and 
Anna; and two great-grandchildren Masyn and Easton.

Funeral services were Tuesday, Nov. 7, 2023 at 
the Livingston Funeral Home, Kingman.  Burial with 
Masonic Rites was at the Walnut Hill Cemetery.

Memorials may be made with the Shriner’s 
Hospital, Hospice House of Reno County or the 
Kingman First Presbyterian Church all in care of 
Livingston Funeral Home, 1830 N, Main, Kingman, 
KS  67068.


